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U.S. Embassy Sponsored Ifthar Event at Boys’ Orphanage 
 
On August 25, 2011 U.S. 
Embassy Colombo organized an 
Ifthar meal at the Islamia 
Home in Ratmalana. The home 
consists of 40 children, all boys 
aged from 5 - 18 years. Most of 
them have no parents  while  
others have only a single 
parent. The children currently  
study in leading schools around 
the city, and attend special 
classes for English Elocution, 

Accounting, Computer Literacy and other subjects.  

Public Affairs Officer Christopher Teal attended the event along with 
his ten-year-old son and engaged in conversation with the young 
children. The school administration offered a tour around the facility 
to show how the children study, work and live together in a caring 
environment. Following the tour, Embassy staff joined the group for 
an Ifthar meal along with the boys. 

More photographs available on page 4 

Upcoming Events . . . . . . 
September 6, 2011, 8:30am: 
 
Public lecture on “Experience of Sky Climate 
Campaign” by Michael Silberman at the American 
Corner Kandy. 
 
September 6, 2011, 9:15am: 
 
Public lecture on “Role of the Internet and Mobile 
Phones in Democratization” by Susannah Vila at the 
American Corner Kandy. 
 
September 6, 2011, 9:15am: 
 
Public lecture on “The Internet Policy in U.S. 
Politics” by Michael Silberman at the American 
Center Auditorium. The lecture will be linked to 
American Corner Kandy via DVC. 

Special activities for Members of the EducationUSA 
Advising Centre (Undergraduate Applicants) at the 
U.S.-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission. 
 
September 7, 3pm: Members Day 
 
September 14, 3pm: Letters of recommendation 
 
September 21, 3pm: Special Concerns 
 
September 28, 3pm: Members Day 
 
October 4, 3pm: Tips on a successful UG application 
 
October 5, 4pm: Emphasis on college application 
Essays 

Christopher Teal, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy 
Colombo being welcomed by children on his arrival 
for the Ifthar event. 

U.S. Embassy Colombo wishes all Muslims a happy and blessed Ramadan!! 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov�
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U.S. Embassy Celebrates FIFA Women's World Cup 2011 

 
 

Friday July 29th  at the Torrington Grounds in 
Colombo, girls from different ethnic, racial, and 
religious backgrounds of Sri Lanka played a friendly 
football match (soccer in the United States) hosted 
jointly by the U.S. Embassy Colombo and the 

Football Federation of Sri Lanka. 
 
Prior to the match a documentary titled "Kick Like a 
Girl" was screened at the Football Federation of Sri 
Lanka.  
 
Sports have played a powerful role in several 
countries around the world in empowering girls and 
women and in bringing people from difference 
ethnicities and backgrounds into contact with each 
other.  A recent program by the Department of 
State named the Women’s World Cup Initiative 
brought players of different backgrounds together 
in Washington, DC.  As Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton stated at the program’s inauguration, 
“sports programs teach girls of every income level 
and ethnic background about leadership and 
teamwork, about supporting one another.” 

American Center Monthly Public Lecture held 
 

On August 4, 2011, a Public Lecture was held on 
the theme “Education: Balancing External 

Knowledge and Analytical Skills with Self-
Awareness, Emotions and Our Spirit” at the 
American Center, Colombo. It was delivered by Mr. 
Lalith Gunaratne, who pioneered the model for 
retail marketing solar electricity systems with micro 
financing for rural off-grid households in Sri Lanka 
in late 1980s. Mr. Gunaratne discussed the 
transformation of the education system from the 
traditional teacher-centered model to a learner-
centered one. He further discussed Dr. Maria 
Montessori’s “The Absorbent Mind,” that focused on 
the child, with other examples such as “The Limbic 
Mind” and Waldorf’s humanistic approach to 
education. 

Women in Leadership Conference 
 
On July 30, 2011, the U.S. – Sri Lanka International 
Visitor Leadership Program Alumni Association and 
the U.S. Embassy in Colombo organized a workshop 
in Kandy for 150 female undergraduate students. 
Participants were involved in discussion and training 
regarding the issues relevant to women’s leadership 
and empowerment. There were several speeches 
regarding the obstacles young women face and the 
ways in which it is possible to overcome them. 
Furthermore, participants engaged in activities and 
reflected on the issues that were addressed 
throughout the day. 
 
The IVLP is an exchange program sponsored by the 
U.S. Government that sends professionals, civil 

servants and government officials to three-week 
study programs in the U.S. 
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U. S. Embassy Felicitates Young Photographers of Sri Lanka 

In addition to the “Learn About America” Essay 
Competition held in the Junior Observer,  the 
American Center, Colombo initiated a photography 
competition in January- April 2011 on a monthly 
given topic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The monthly topics are divided into three age 
categories: 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 
years. Among the hundreds of photos, a panel of 
judges chose first, second and third places under 
each age categories. The winners received their 
awards on August 22 at the American Center. Mr. 
Christopher Teal, the newly appointed Public Affairs 
Officer graced the occasion as the chief guest of the 
event. The photography competition was held on 
the themes “A Picture is Worth of Thousand 
Words;” “Beauty and Serenity of Nature;” “A 
Woman of Courage” and “Water for Life”. 
 
The winners, together with their parents and family 
members, and Mr. Hector Gonzalez, Outreach 
Officer of the U.S. Embassy, were present at this 
event. Winners will be highlighted in an upcoming 
issue of the Junior Observer. 

Winners of January 2011 who sent photos on the theme “A 
Picture is Worth a Thousand Words”  
 
From Left To Right: 
Mr. Hector Gonzalez (Outreach Officer- U.S. Embassy, Colombo), 
Erandi Hettiarachchi, Dilshan Ganegama, Jayaswaran Paul Melchi 
Zedek, Mr. Christopher Teal (Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy, 
Colombo), Lois Tull-Dare, Pavani Rannulu, Sichni Dinsha 
Ranasinghe, Induni Wickramasinghe and Dinithi Dharmarathne 

Winners of February 2011 who sent photos on the theme “Beauty 
and Serenity of Nature”. 
 
From Left to Right: 
Tharindu Hiranya Sudasinghe, Hansa Prasad Thalagala, M.R.F. 
Rifna, Shaampavei Mahendrarajah, Uththara Madushani 
Abeygunawardana, Mr. Christopher Teal (Public Affairs Officer), 
Lois Tull-Dare, Dimithri Ratnayaka, Siobhan Manuelpillai, Indunil 
Piyawardhana and Mr. Hector Gonzalez (Outreach Officer) 

Winner of March 2011 – Photos on “A Woman of Courage” 
 
From Left to Right: 
Hiruni Jayaweera, Mr. Christopher Teal (Public Affairs Officer) and 
Mr. Hector Gonzalez (Outreach Officer) 

 

VISIT OUR AMERICAN CORNERS 

Tel: (081) 222-3716 Tel: (067) 2255160 Tel: (021) 2220665 
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Series of Lectures by Foreign Affairs Officer 

Donald Bishop Interim Country Public Affairs Officer 
at the U.S. Embassy, Colombo, delivered several 

lectures recently for local audiences in Kandy and 
Jaffna. On July 28, at the American Corner Kandy, 
he spoke on the topic “American Culture through 
American Holidays" to a group of university and 
secondary school students.  On August 4th Mr. 
Bishop spoke on the same subject at two events in 
Jaffna, one held at the American Corner and the 
other at Uduvil Girls’ College. These two lectures 
were interpreted into Tamil.   
 
That same day he held another public lecture at the 
American Corner called “Preview of 2012 Elections,” 
describing the American electoral system.   
 
A question-and-answer session was held 
afterwards. 

Donald Bishop’s presentation at the American Corner in Kandy 

Visiting U.S. Social Scientist Talks in Kandy 
 
On August 04, 2011 American Corner Kandy hosted 
a public lecture titled ‘On the Path of Vijaya: 
Retracing the Sinhala Migration through the Sacred 
Texts of South Asia’ by Dr. Ernest Allan Rockwell – 
A visiting Social Scientist, Researcher, Editor from 
the U.S.  The lecture was well received by a large 
audience. 

More photos from Ifthar Event . . . .  

Young boys and the staff of the orphanage pose for photograph 
with Public Affairs Officer Christopher Teal and his son. 

Children getting ready to break their fast. 
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U.S. Government and Sri Lankan Company to Help Eastern Fish 
Farmers Increase Incomes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thirty fish farmers in Trincomalee can now look 
forward to Rs. 50,000 in their pockets, thanks to 
support from local Sri Lankan aquaculture company 
Aqua N’ Green and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). The farmers, 
part of a new sea bass cage farming initiative, 
signed agreements with Aqua N’ Green at a 
ceremony yesterday in Kinniya, Trincomalee, 
receiving fish cages and fingerlings as business 
start-up materials. Within six months, the farmers 
can expect to earn about Rs. 50,000 in profit from 
selling mature fish.  
 

The sea bass cage farming initiative is part of a 
public-private alliance between Aqua N’ Green and 

USAID called the Integrated Aquaculture project 
(IAP). The IAP will help approximately 1,300 small 
farmers in the Northern and Eastern provinces, 
over 50% of whom are women, raise and sell sea 
bass, mussels and oysters on a guaranteed price 
basis to Aqua N’ Green. To fund the partnership, 
USAID provided $1 million, while Aqua ‘N’ Green 
has committed $3.2 million. Once fully underway, 
200 jobs are expected to open up in a fish 
hatchery, fish cage farming, feed mill and a fish 
processing plant to be built soon.  
 

The initial group of farmers was selected from 
around the Kinniya lagoon, and then received 
training on the basics of cage farming at the IAP’s 
training center and model farm in Kinniya. Aqua N’ 
Green will continue to train the farmers on best 
management practices, facilitate organic farm 
certification and enter into a buyback agreement 
with the farmers. By introducing modern 
technologies and new markets, the project will 
improve the quantity and quality of seafood 
produced, and provide farmers with better income 
opportunities. This type of fish farming is both more 
flexible and less labor intensive than other 
methods, making it ideal as an additional source of 
income. The partnership plans to set up a nucleus 
farm in Trincomalee, which will serve as a model 
cage farm and a research and development base for 
extension services such as cage culture technology, 
balanced fish diets for improved harvests, and the 
study of fish disease.  

A fish farmer from Trincomalee receives  
his buyer-seller agreement from  

USAID Mission Director James Bednar 

U.S. Government and Brandix Lanka Provide 
Buses to Ease Factory Workers’ Daily 
Commute 
 

Starting this week, 450 apparel factory workers in 
Punani, Batticaloa will find their daily commute a lot 
easier. In recognition of the difficulties posed by 
long travel distances to and from work – up to 40 
kilometers one way for some – and the region’s 
unreliable public transportation, the workers’ 
employer, Brandix Lanka Limited, and the United 
States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) on Monday provided two 58-seater buses 
to transport the workers to and from their homes 
daily. The buses will be operated by Brandix’s 
worker welfare committee.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Together with USAID Director James Bednar, Brandix 
apparel factory workers in Punani pose with one of 

their new 58 seat buses donated under a partnership 
with USAID 

Continued on page 7 
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September 2011 

 
September 3 - The Goonies (1985, 114 minutes)  
 

The Goonies is a 1985 American adventure-comedy film directed by 
Richard Donner. The screenplay was written by Chris Columbus from 
a story by Executive Producer Steven Spielberg. The premise 
surrounds a band of pre-teens who live in the "Goon Docks" 
neighborhood of Astoria, Oregon hoping to save their homes from 
demolition. After discovering an old Spanish map, they head off on 
an adventure to unearth the long-lost fortune of One-Eyed Willie, a 
legendary 17th-century pirate. 

September 10 - An American Tail (1986, 80 minutes)  
 

An American Tail is a 1986 American animated adventure film 
directed by Don Bluth and produced by Sullivan Bluth Studios and 
Amblin Entertainment. The film tells the story of Fievel Mouskewitz 
and his family as they immigrate from Russia to America for freedom. 
However, Fievel gets lost and must find a way to help his family.  

September 17 - To kill a Mockingbird (1962, 129 
minutes)  

 

To Kill a Mockingbird is a 1962 American drama film adaptation of 
Harper Lee's novel of the same name directed by Robert Mulligan. It 
stars Mary Badham in the role of Scout and Gregory Peck in the role 
of Atticus Finch. 

In 1995, the film was listed in the National Film Registry. It also 
ranks twenty-fifth on the American Film Institute's 10th anniversary 
list of the greatest American movies of all time. In 2003, AFI named 
Atticus Finch the greatest movie hero of the 20th century. 

September 24 - Holes (2003, 117 minutes)  
 

Holes is a 2003 film based on the novel of the same title by Louis 
Sachar, who also wrote the screenplay, with Shia LaBeouf as the lead 
role of Stanley Yelnats. The film was produced by Walden Media and 
released by Walt Disney Pictures. 

Reviews were drawn from www.wikipedia.org 

Movies start promptly at 3:30pm every Saturday. Seating is 
limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the 
American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 
with any questions. 
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American Information Resource Center (AIRC) 

Monthly Essay Competition 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Essay Competition for School Children on the 
theme of Learn About America 
 

The American Center has organized an essay 
competition for school children which is published in 
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer. 
 

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age 
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 
years. 
 

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to 
the United States of America and is asked to write 
an essay with a minimum word count. The students 
can conduct research for their essay at the 
American Center Library in Colombo, at American 
Corners in Kandy and Oluvil, or from sources on IIP 
Digital, a very good internet resource with 
information on the United States, its culture, 
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and 
much more. 
 

The first three winners in each age group will be 
given a selection of American books, a lifetime 
membership to the American Center Library, and a 
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize 
giving ceremony will be held at the American 

Center Colombo every two months. 
 

Essay topics for September and October are as 
follows: 
 

In honor of World Heart Day on September 29th 
this year, the essay topics for September and 
October 2011 are focused on the theme “A Heart 
for Life”. The deadline for submission of essays is 
October 31, 2011. 
 

12-14 years:  Heart diseases or Cardiovascular 
diseases are the world’s largest killers, claiming 
17.1 million lives a year. One reason for this is 
people’s lack of commitment to a heart-healthy 
lifestyle. Your lifestyle is the best defense against 
heart disease and stroke. Discuss how lifestyle 
affects heart diseases. (500 words) 
 

15-16 years: Although many heart diseases or 
cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) can be treated or 
prevented, an estimated 17.1 million people die of 
CVDs each year. Discuss the role of the health 
sector, media and the entire community in creating 
a heart-friendly society. (750 words) 
 

17-18 years: “Towards a Tobacco-Free World: 
Planning Globally, Acting Locally” is the theme for 
this year’s World Conference on Tobacco or Health 
(WCTOH). Explain how youth  can the take initiative 
in making this world a tobacco-free, heart-friendly 
society. (1000 words) 
 

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday 
Observer for more details. 

The buses are part of a $ 1.12 million four-year 
public private partnership between USAID and 
Brandix called the Apparel Sector Training 
Partnership. The partnership provides more 
economic opportunity in the Eastern province, 
which accounts for just 5.8% of Sri Lanka’s total 
GDP, and the chance for Brandix to maintain a 
competitive position in the global marketplace by 
hiring the skilled workers its factories need. 
Workers participating in the program have the 
opportunity to increase their monthly salaries to 
$85, higher than what they were making prior to 

employment with the factory.  
 
After attending eight weeks of pre-training, the 
workers complete six months of on-the-job training 
before becoming certified sewing machine 
operators. Upon graduation, they receive job 
placements from Brandix. The company, which has 
so far trained 450 workers in Punani and plans to 
train 150 more, pays all training costs and the 
workers’ monthly stipend during the six months of 
on-the-job training.  

Buses to Ease Factory Workers’ . . . . .  From page 5 

Win Rs. 180,000 Cash Awards  
Commemorating President Dwight Eisenhower 

 
Deadline for Essays on President Dwight Eisenhower extended until September 10, 2011 

for more details contact American Center Library, Tel: 011 2498169 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
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September 2011 

September 6 - Erin Brockovich  (2000, 130 minutes)  
 

A real woman. A real story. A real triumph. Julia Roberts stars as Erin Brockovich, a 
feisty young mother who fought for justice any way she knew how. Desperate for a 
job to support herself and her three children, she convinces attorney Ed Masry (Albert 
Finney) to hire her, and promptly stumbles upon a monumental law case against a 
giant corporation. Now, Erin's determined to take on this powerful adversary even 
though no law firm has dared to do it before. And while Ed doesn't want anything to 
do with the case, Erin won't take "no" for an answer. So the two begin an incredible 
and sometimes hilarious fight that will bring a small town to its feet and a huge 
company to its knees. 

September 13 - Casablanca  (1942, 102 minutes)  
 

Casablanca: easy to enter, but much harder to leave, especially if you're wanted by 
the Nazis. Such a man is Resistance leader Victor Laszlo (Paul Henreid), whose only 
hope is Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart), a cynical American who sticks his neck out for 
no one, especially Victor's wife Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman), the ex-lover who broke his 
heart. Ilsa offers herself in exchange for Laszlo's transport out of the country and 
bitter Rick must decide what counts more - personal happiness or countless lives 
hanging in the balance. 

September 20 - Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939, 130 
minutes)  
 

Political heavyweights decide that Jefferson Smith (James Stewart), an obscure 
scoutmaster in a small town, would be the perfect dupe to fill a vacant U.S. Senate 
chair. Surely this naive bumpkin can be easily controlled by the senior senator 
(Claude Rains) from his state, a respectable and corrupted career politician. Director 
Frank Capra fills the movie with Smith's wide-eyed wonder at the glories of 
Washington, all of which ring false for his cynical secretary (Jean Arthur), who doesn't 
believe for a minute this rube could be for real. But he is. Capra was repeating the 
formula of a previous film, Mr. Deeds Goes to Town, but this one is even sharper; 
Stewart and Arthur are brilliant, and the former cowboy star Harry Carey lends a 
warm presence to the role of the vice president. Bright, funny, and beautifully paced, 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington is Capra's ode to the power of innocence--an idea so 
potent that present-day audiences may find themselves wishing for a new Mr. Smith 
in Congress. 

September 27 - Norma Rae (1979, 110 minutes)  
 

Veteran director Martin Ritt (Sounder) directed this earnest and very popular tale of a 
naive textile worker, widow, and mother in the U.S. South who becomes empowered 
by standing up for her rights in the workplace. Sally Field stars in the Oscar-winning 
title role as a woman who has been content to go along with the status quo until she 
realizes that she is entitled to more and can succeed if she stands up for herself. Her 
fight to improve deplorable working conditions at the textile plant causes a rift 
between her and the people closest to her, but her determination brings a new 
awareness to her and to all the women with whom she works. Ritt's typical, socially 
conscious story uses the politics of Norma Rae's struggle and also its emotions to 
build the film to a rousing climax.  

Reviews were drawn from www.amazon.com 

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is limited and is first-come, first-
served. Please contact the American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 
with any questions. Entrance free ! 
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