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PRESIDENT OBAMA: President Obama speaks on the fight against ISIL. G20
Summit, Antalya, Turkey (The White House, Office of the Press Secretary,
November 16, 2015) VIDEO

"Traditionally, the G20 has been a forum primarily to discuss important economic issues facing
the globe. But as President Erdogan noted, the skies have been darkened by the horrific attacks
that took place in Paris just a day and a half ago. As was true with the terrible attacks that took
place in Ankara, the killing of innocent people based on a twisted ideology is an attack not just
on France, not just on Turkey, but it’s an attack on the civilized world. And as we, I'm sure, each
said to President Hollande and the French people, we stand in solidarity with them in hunting
down the perpetrators of this crime and bringing them to justice."”

Here at the G-20, our nations have sent an unmistake message -- that we are united against this
threat. ISIL is the face of evil. Our goal, as I've said many times, is to degrade and ultimately
destroy this barbaric terrorist organization. As | outlined this fall at the United Nations, we have
a comprehensive strategy using all elements of our power, military intelligence, economic
development, and the strength of our communities. We have always understood that this will be a
long-term campaign. There will be setbacks and there will be successes. The terrible events in
Paris were obviously a terrible and sickening setback. Even as we grieve with our French
friends, however, we can't lose sight that there is progress being made."

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/11/16/president-obama-g-20-summit-we-are-united-
against-threat VIDEO

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Statement by the President on the Situation in Paris (The
White House, November 16, 2015)
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THE PRESIDENT: Good evening, everybody. | just want to make a few brief comments about
the attacks across Paris tonight. Once again, we’ve seen an outrageous attempt to terrorize
innocent civilians. This is an attack not just on Paris, it’s an attack not just on the people of
France, but this is an attack on all of humanity and the universal values that we share.

We stand prepared and ready to provide whatever assistance that the government and the people
of France need to respond. France is our oldest ally. The French people have stood shoulder to
shoulder with the United States time and again. And we want to be very clear that we stand
together with them in the fight against terrorism and extremism.

Paris itself represents the timeless values of human progress. Those who think that they can
terrorize the people of France or the values that they stand for are wrong. The American people
draw strength from the French people’s commitment to life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness. We
are reminded in this time of tragedy that the bonds of liberté and égalité and fraternité are not
only values that the French people care so deeply about, but they are values that we share. And
those values are going to endure far beyond any act of terrorism or the hateful vision of those
who perpetrated the crimes this evening.

We’re going to do whatever it takes to work with the French people and with nations around the
world to bring these terrorists to justice, and to go after any terrorist networks that go after our
people.

We don’t yet know all the details of what has happened. We have been in contact with French
officials to communicate our deepest condolences to the families of those who have been killed,
to offer our prayers and thoughts to those who have been wounded. We have offered our full
support to them. The situation is still unfolding. I’ve chosen not to call President Hollande at
this time, because my expectation is that he’s very busy at the moment. I actually, by
coincidence, was talking to him earlier today in preparation for the G20 meeting. But | am
confident that I’ll be in direct communications with him in the next few days, and we’ll be

coordinating in any ways that they think are helpful in the investigation of what’s happened.

This is a heartbreaking situation. And obviously those of us here in the United States know what
it’s like. We’ve gone through these kinds of episodes ourselves. And whenever these kinds of
attacks happened, we’ve always been able to count on the French people to stand with us. They
have been an extraordinary counterterrorism partner, and we intend to be there with them in that
same fashion.
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I’m sure that in the days ahead we’ll learn more about exactly what happened, and my teams will
make sure that we are in communication with the press to provide you accurate information. |
don’t want to speculate at this point in terms of who was responsible for this. It appears that
there may still be live activity and dangers that are taking place as we speak. And so until we
know from French officials that the situation is under control, and we have for more information
about it, I don’t want to speculate.

Thank you very much.

US EMBASSY MADRID: DCM Kris Urs’ Remarks, Annual Elcano Royal Institute
Global Terrorism Forum, Madrid (November 16, 2015)

| am pleased to be here again to support Real Instituto Elcano’s continuation of this valuable
and important forum. And | would like to recognize the Bertelsmann Foundation as well for
its contributions this year. They say the third time is a charm, which bodes well for this
addition of the global terrorism seminar. | am also pleased that our embassy is able to sponsor
the participation of Ambassador Alberto Fernandez, until recently the head of the U.S. State
Department’s Center for Strategic Counterterrorism Communications. I will keep my remarks
brief so | can quickly cede the floor to the experts like Ambassador Fernandez. He offers a
wealth of experience earned in the trenches dealing with the complex fight taking place not on
the battlefield, but in the media, in the class room, and increasingly on social media and the
internet, pushing back against the destructive ideologies promoted by the Islamic State and
other peddlers of intolerance and hate.

As this seminar recognizes, we collectively face a challenge that goes beyond our coalition’s
efforts to block the territorial expansion of ISIL militarily. We have to do more than just
reassert through force control over the pockets of chaos that give space for ISIL to grow its
army. The epicenter of our effort is indeed in Syria and Irag, and the on-the-ground
involvement of allied militaries, like Spain’s important contribution of military trainers south
of Baghdad, will remain critical to defeating and eventually dismantling this virulent threat. In
fact, before we are done, members of the coalition must be ready to contribute more to the
traditional fight. But ISIL’s poison comes in forms less obvious than bombs and bullets. ISIL
wields the very miracles of twenty-first century communication to reach millions with its
misguided but seductive propaganda. For every infantryman we send marching toward Mosul,
we must field, online, an advocate for peace and tolerance who can effectively counter ISIL
and its ilk on blogs and chat boards, Facebook and YouTube.

It is right that the unsettling ability of ISIL to effectively recruit followers online, or sometimes
in person, right in the center of our communities, is now recognized as such a pressing concern
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. Itis incredibly important that modern societies work together to find a way to reach the
disaffected and marginalized groups that exist even in the most prosperous countries, before
ISIL connects with them via laptop, community center, or smart phone.

To give a sense of the scale of the current threat it is helpful to measure it against previous
examples of the foreign fighter phenomena. About 20,000 foreign fighters joined the fight
against the Soviets in Afghanistan over the course of the 1980s, and about 10,000 traveled
there over the past 14 years during the most recent conflict. In comparison, since the start of
fighting in Syria, more than 30,000 individuals from over 100 countries have traveled to fight
in Syria and Irag. To be sure, not all of them have joined ISIL, some fight with moderate
Syrian groups and many have joined the Al-Qaida affiliate Jabhat al-Nusra. Nonetheless,
whichever group they join, it still means that in a few short years, tens of thousands of
individuals, many from Europe, have left their homes and traveled to the region to become part
of this conflict.

In order to stem this troubling tide, we need communities to work with communities, and
countries to work with countries, to address this issue from the point of radicalization, through
curtailing transit to the battlefield, while making preparations for those who get through and
return, to receive the rehabilitation necessary to make sure they neither recruit others nor
remain a threat themselves.

Since the passage of UN Security Council Resolution 2178 in September 2014, which
mandated that countries take steps to address the foreign fighter threat, 22 nations have enacted
laws to create greater obstacles for traveling to Syria and Irag. At least 34 countries have
arrested foreign fighters or aspirants, including Spain which has been very active on this front,
and 12 countries have successfully prosecuted. Today, through INTERPOL’s
Counterterrorism Fusion Center, 52 countries share profiles of suspected foreign fighters. In
addition, the United States has concluded 40 bilateral agreements with international partners to
better share information about terrorist travel.

These are indeed good first steps to construct the architecture of counter-terrorism cooperation
we need coordinate our efforts to stop foreign fighters. This architecture is built on the
effective and timely transfer of information. But we need to take it further. We should increase
links between law enforcement agencies to track threats and uncover bad actors; between
communities sharing ideas to identify troubled youth and address discontent; and between
financial institutions to shut off the wherewithal that enables terrorist networks to so
effectively operate and proselytize. We must also appreciate that there is no one type of
foreign fighter, no single method of recruitment, and no one source to support them financially.
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Our challenge ahead is to be intellectually agile, institutionally flexible, and politically
committed to work together to adapt to the changing circumstances and evolving contexts that
give rise to extremism. The first step is to put our heads together and think through this
challenge. To share expertise and understand where our knowledge or our resources are most
lacking. Only then do we have the best chance to find an anecdote for this intensely vexing
problem. And that is why I applaud Elcano’s enterprising efforts to convene this seminar, take
heart in the high-caliber of the presenters they have lined up for us to learn from, and look
forward to the further collaboration and cooperation better informed by fora such as this.
Thank you for being here. Together, as a community of allies, we can succeed against this and
any other challenge.

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Remarks by President Obama at the Leaders' Summit on
Countering ISIL and Violent Extremism. United Nations Headquarters, New
York (The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, September 29, 2015)

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, heads of state and government.
Last year, here at the United Nations, I called on the world to unite against the evil that is ISIL,
or Daesh, and to eradicate the scourge of violent extremism. And | challenged countries to
return to the General Assembly this year with concrete steps that we can take together.

| want to thank everyone who is here today, including my fellow leaders, for answering this
call. We are joined by representatives from more than 100 nations, more than 20 multilateral
institutions, some 120 civil society groups from around the world, and partners from the
private sector. | believe what we have here today is the emergence of a global movement that
is united by the mission of degrading and ultimately destroying ISIL.

Together, we’re pursuing a comprehensive strategy that is informed by our success over many
years in crippling the al Qaeda core in the tribal regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan. And we
are harnessing all of our tools -- military, intelligence, economic, development and the strength
of our communities.

Now, | have repeatedly said that our approach will take time. This is not an easy task. We
have ISIL taking root in areas that already are suffering from failed governance, in some cases;
in some cases, civil war or sectarian strife. And as a consequence of the vacuum that exists in
many of these areas, ISIL has been able to dig in. They have shown themselves to be resilient,
and they are very effective through social media and have been able to attract adherents not
just from the areas in which they operate, but in many of our own countries.

There are going to be successes and there are going to be setbacks. This is not a conventional
battle. This is a long-term campaign -- not only against this particular network, but against its
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ideology. And so with the few minutes | have, | want to provide a brief overview of where we
stand currently.

Our coalition has grown to some 60 nations, including our Arab partners. Together, we
welcome three new countries to our coalition -- Nigeria, Tunisia and Malaysia. Nearly two
dozen nations are in some way contributing to the military campaign, and we salute and are
grateful for all the servicemembers from our respective nations who are performing with skill
and determination.

In Iraqg, ISIL continues to hold Mosul, Fallujah and Ramadi. But Iraqi forces, backed by
coalition air power, have liberated towns across Kirkuk province and Tikrit. ISIL has now lost
nearly a third of the populated areas in Iraq that it had controlled. Eighteen countries are now
helping to train and support Iraqi forces, including Sunni volunteers who want to push ISIL out
of their communities. And, Prime Minister Abadi, | want to note the enormous sacrifices being
made by Iraqi forces and the Iraqi people in this fight every day.

In Syria, which has obviously been a topic of significant discussion during the course of this
General Assembly, we have seen support from Turkey that has allowed us to intensify our air
campaign there. ISIL has been pushed back from large sections of northeastern Syria,
including the key city of Tal Abyad, putting new pressure on its stronghold of Ragga. And
ISIL has been cut off from almost the entire region bordering Turkey, which is a critical step
toward stemming the flow of foreign terrorist fighters.

Following the special Security Council meeting I chaired last year, more than 20 additional
countries have passed or strengthened laws to disrupt the flow of foreign terrorist fighters. We
share more information and we are strengthening border controls. We’ve prevented would-be
fighters from reaching the battlefield and returning to threaten our countries. But this remains
a very difficult challenge, and today we’re going to focus on how we can do more together. In
conjunction with this summit, the United States and our partners are also taking new steps to
crack down on the illicit finance that ISIL uses to pay its fighters, fund its operations and
launch attacks.

Our military and intelligence efforts are not going to succeed alone; they have to be matched
by political and economic progress to address the conditions that ISIL has exploited in order to
take root. Prime Minister Abadi is taking important steps to build a more inclusive and
accountable government, while working to stabilize areas taken back from ISIL. And our
nations need to help Prime Minister Abadi in these efforts.
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In Syria, as | said yesterday, defeating ISIL requires -- | believe -- a new leader and an
inclusive government that unites the Syrian people in the fight against terrorist groups. This is
going to be a complex process. And as I’ve said before, we are prepared to work with all
countries, including Russia and Iran, to find a political mechanism in which it is possible to
begin a transition process.

As ISIL’s tentacles reach into other regions, the United States is increasing our
counterterrorism cooperation with partners, like Tunisia. We’re boosting our support to
Nigeria and its neighbors as they push back against Boko Haram, which has pledged allegiance
to ISIL. And we’re creating a new clearinghouse to better coordinate the world’s support for

countries’ counterterrorism programs so that our efforts are as effective as possible.

Ultimately, however, it is not going to be enough to defeat ISIL in the battlefield. We have to
prevent it from radicalizing, recruiting and inspiring others to violence in the first place. And
this means defeating their ideology. Ideologies are not defeated with guns, they’re defeated by
better ideas -- a more attractive and compelling vision. Building on our White House summit
earlier this year, and summits around the world since then, we’re moving ahead, together, in
several areas.

We’re stepping up our efforts to discredit ISIL’s propaganda, especially online. The UAE’s
new messaging hub -- the Sawab Center -- is exposing ISIL for what it is, which is a band of
terrorists that kills innocent Muslim men, women and children. We’re working to lift up the
voices of Muslim scholars, clerics and others -- including ISIL defectors -- who courageously
stand up to ISIL and its warped interpretations of Islam.

We recognize that we have to confront the economic grievances that exist in some of the areas
that ISIL seeks to exploit. Poverty does not cause terrorism. But as we’ve seen across the
Middle East and North Africa, when people, especially young people, are impoverished and
hopeless and feel humiliated by injustice and corruption, that can fuel resentments that
terrorists exploit. Which is why sustainable development -- creating opportunity and dignity,
particularly for youth -- is part of countering violent extremism.

We recognize we also have to address the political grievances that ISIL exploits. I’ve said this
before -- when human rights are denied and citizens have no opportunity to redress their
grievances peacefully, it feeds terrorist propaganda that justifies violence. Likewise, when
political opponents are treated like terrorists and thrown in jail, it can be a self-fulfilling
prophecy. So the real path to lasting stability and progress is not less democracy; | believe it is
more democracy in terms of free speech, and freedom of religion, rule of law, strong civil
societies. All that has to play a part in countering violent extremism.
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And finally, we recognize that our best partners in protecting vulnerable people from
succumbing to violent extremist ideologies are the communities themselves -- families, friends,
neighbors, clerics, faith leaders who love and care for these young people.

Remember that violent extremism is not unique to any one faith, so no one should be profiled
or targeted simply because of their faith. Yet we have to recognize that ISIL is targeting
Muslim communities around the world, especially individuals who may be disillusioned or
confused or wrestling with their identities.

And in all our countries, we have to continue to build true partnerships with Muslim
communities, based on trust and cooperation, so that they can help protect their loved ones
from becoming radicalized. This cannot just be the work of government. It is up to all of us.
We have to commit ourselves to build diverse, tolerant, inclusive societies that reject anti-
Muslim and anti-immigrant bigotry that creates the divisions, the fear and the resentments
upon which extremists can prey.

I’m pleased that here at this summit, businesses -- including high-tech companies -- are
investing funds, training and technological expertise to support innovative programs that push
back on violent extremism. Cities around the world are joining together to build more resilient
communities. Researchers are partnering to share best practices, knowing what works and
what we can do better.

And as we saw Yyesterday, young people from around the world are participating in their own
summit. These young people, many of them Muslim, are coming together and using their
talents and technology to push back on ISIL’s propaganda, especially online, and to protect
their brothers and sisters from recruitment. These young people are an inspiration and give us
hope, and I’d ask everyone to join me in thanking all the young people who are here today.
(Applause.)

So, to conclude, we face a grave challenge. We have to be clear-eyed about the fact that this is
very hard work. We have individuals here, like Prime Minister Abadi and President Buhari,
who are on the front lines. And this is not going to be turned around overnight, because it is
not just a military campaign that we are involved in. There are profound changes taking place
in the Middle East and North Africa. There are problems that have built over decades that are
expressing themselves and manifesting themselves in organizations like ISIL. Even if we were
to wipe out the entire cadre of ISIL leadership, we would still have some of these forces at
work.
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But, ultimately, I am optimistic. In Iraq and in Syria, ISIL is surrounded by communities,
countries and a broad international coalition committed to its destruction. We’ve seen that
ISIL can be defeated on the battlefield, where there is sound organization and a government
and military that is coordinating with this coalition and with our diplomatic efforts. And here
at this summit, we’re seeing a new global movement to counter the violent extremism that ISIL

needs to survive.

Like terrorists and tyrants throughout history, ISIL will eventually lose because it has nothing
to offer but suffering and death. And when you look at the reports of those who are laboring
under their control, it is a stark and brutal life that does not appeal to people over the long
term. So we will ultimately prevail because we are guided by a stronger, better vision: a
commitment to the security, opportunity and dignity of every human being. But it will require
diligence, focus and sustained effort by all of us. And | am grateful that all of you who are
already participating are committed to this work.

With that, | want to give the floor to our Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon.
(Applause.)

THE WHITE HOUSE: FACT SHEET: Leaders’ Summit to Counter ISIL and Violent
Extremism (The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, September 29,
2015)

President Obama today is hosting a Summit highlighting the international community’s efforts
to counter ISIL, address Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTFs), and Counter Violent Extremism
(CVE). The President has made clear that ISIL poses a threat to the United States and the
international community, and that we will use all instruments of power to defeat it. He has
also made clear that this fight will not be won quickly, solely through military means, or by the
United States alone. This is a long-term struggle that will be won with a comprehensive
approach in concert with state and nongovernmental actors across the globe—which is exactly
what we are doing. This Summit, also hosted by Vice President Biden, built on progress
achieved the last year and provided the participants the opportunity to announce new
initiatives. Today the international community demonstrated its resolve to degrade and
ultimately destroy ISIL and break the lifecycle of terrorism — from radicalization to conflict
zones and everywhere in between.

Countering ISIL

The United States established and is leading a Coalition of more than 60 partners committed to
degrading and ultimately destroying ISIL, and today welcomed new Coalition members
Malaysia, Nigeria, and Tunisia to join those efforts. While military power rolled back some of
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the group’s territorial gains and improved local partner forces’ capabilities, Coalition efforts to
begin countering ISIL’s messaging, disrupting its finances and countering the FTF threat
continue to be equally important. And through humanitarian assistance and stabilization
programs, the Coalition is helping those who have survived ISIL’s barbarity. Yesterday the
Coalition released a statement outlining the breadth and depth of counter-ISIL efforts in
the past year.

As part of our counter-1SIL efforts, the Coalition is supporting the lIragi government’s
progress toward effective governance. Under Prime Minister Abadi, Baghdad has approved
a comprehensive program to foster inclusive governance and reconciliation, and taken initial
steps to rein in corruption, streamline the bureaucracy and decentralize responsibilities to
provincial and local leaders. The U.S. and our Coalition partners will work with the Iraqi
Government to help ensure these and many other steps are fully implemented.

The challenge of establishing effective governance is even greater in Syria, where the regime is
conducting a brutal campaign that has fractured the country and allowed ISIL to flourish. With
our allies, we are pursuing a negotiated political transition that removes Asad from power
and establishes a transitional government uniting the Syrian people.

More than two dozen Coalition partners, led by the United States, have contributed to the
military campaign in Irag and Syria,conducting over 7,200 air strikes to date and training
and providing equipment and ammunition to local partners. As a result, ISIL has lost the
ability to operate freely in 20-25 percent of the populated territory it held one year ago in Iraq
and Syria. In Syria, Kurdish and Arab partners—with Coalition support—have cut off ISIL’s
access to all but 68 miles of the 600-mile long Syria-Turkey border, which is an important step
toward preventing FTF travel and squeezing ISIL supply lines.

In Iraq, 18 Coalition members have trained more than 13,000 Iragi and Peshmerga
soldiers. The Coalition has also facilitated training for thousands of Sunni tribal fighters,

supporting Baghdad’s efforts to recapture Ramadi and liberate Anbar Province.

In Syria, the Department of Defense is training and equipping appropriately vetted elements of
the Syrian armed opposition to counter ISIL and create the conditions for a political
settlement. Training sites were established in Turkey and Jordan, and sites in Qatar and Saudi
Arabia will open shortly. Coalition strikes and nonlethal assistance have also helped a variety of
other forces in Syria, many of whom played critical roles clearing ISIL from all but
approximately 68 miles of the Turkey-Syria border.

The Coalition is working to squeeze ISIL financially. Early this year, the Coalition’s Counter
ISIL Financial Group (CIFG), co-chaired by the United States, Italy and Saudi Arabia,

developed an action plan to disrupt ISIL’s financial activity and ability to raise, move and use
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funds. This week, the United States designated over 30 ISIL officials, facilitators and
supporters and announced a State Department Rewards for Justice offer of up to $5 million for
information leading to the significant disruption of the sale of oil or antiquities benefiting
ISIL. Additionally, the UN added key ISIL facilitators to the UN al-Qa’ida Sanctions List,
effectively freezing their assets and preventing them from using the international financial
system as well as prohibiting their travel in accordance with UN Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 1267.

The Coalition is also working to erode ISIL’s appeal by strengthening capabilities to counter
the group’s messages of hate. The State Department’s Center for Strategic Counterterrorism
Communications operationalized an Interagency Counterterrorism Communications cell to
improve cross-government collaboration on countering ISIL’s online messaging. And the
UAE-based Sawab (“the right path”) Center is increasing online debate to undermine ISIL’s
claims to legitimacy and strategic success.

The United States and its partners are responding to the humanitarian impact of the conflict
and ISIL’s depravity. In Syria, ISIL has contributed to the crisis that has forced nearly 12
million people from their homes, including more than 4 million refugees, 7.6 million internally
displaced persons and 5.5 million children. The United States is the single largest
humanitarian aid donor for those impacted by the Syria crisis, contributing $4.5 billion since
the crisis began. Since 2014, 3.2 million Iragis have also become internally displaced, and the
United States has contributed more than $477 million in humanitarian assistance to address this
and the needs of other vulnerable populations. Additionally, on September 15, the Department
of Defense approved up to $75 million for relief supplies to help address immediate lifesaving
needs for displaced Iragis. Our joint efforts with Coalition partners, including financial
contributions to the United Nations Development Program’s Funding Facility for Immediate
Stabilization, have begun yielding positive results near Tikrit, where approximately 100,000
civilians displaced by ISIL’s violence have returned.

Countering the Foreign Terrorist Fighter Threat

ISIL is a unique threat in large part due to its ability to attract FTFs, and the United States is
leading global efforts to address this challenge. Last year, President Obama chaired a UN
Security Council summit at which UNSCR 2178 was adopted. The binding resolution,
which has improved the international community’s ability to counter the FTF threat, requires
countries to prevent suspected individuals from entering or transiting their countries; disrupt
financial support to FTFs; implement UNSCR 1267 sanctions obligations and propose
sanctions against those supporting ISIL and affiliates or derivatives of al-Qaida; and
implement legislation to enable prosecution. UNSCR 2178 also underscores the centrality of
efforts to counter violent extremism to suppress the FTF threat, a theme amplified at today’s
summit.
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Since the adoption of UNSCR 2178, 22 countries have passed legal frameworks to better
address the threat posed by FTFs, 34 countries have arrested FTFs, and 12 have
successfully prosecuted at least one foreign terrorist fighter. The United States has
supported several of our partners’ development and implementation of laws addressing the
FTF threat while respecting fundamental human rights and civil liberties.

The United States continues to help partners improve border security to better identify, restrict
and report suspected FTF travel, including encouraging partners to participate in multilateral
information sharing mechanisms. Today, through INTERPOL’s Counterterrorism Fusion
Center (CTFC), 52 countries now share foreign terrorist fighter profiles. Bilaterally, the
United States has concluded arrangements with over 40 international partners to provide a
mechanism for sharing terrorist travel information.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is encouraging additional countries to join
the U.S. and more than 60 other countries that use travel information, like Advanced
Passenger Information (API), to more effectivity identify known and previously unknown
FTFs. In May, DHS and the State Department drove an unprecedented meeting of Interior
Ministers of UN Security Council nations to advocate for strong implementation of UNSCR
2178 principles. The ministerial focused on border controls particularly. DHS also announced
the creation of an open-source tool for strengthening border security. At a July meeting in
Spain, DHS, State and partner nations made key financial commitments to strengthening
border security.

At home, we are employing a whole-of-government approach, leveraging homeland
security, law enforcement, justice sector, intelligence, diplomatic, capacity building, and
information sharing tools to counter FTFs. DHS and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) disseminate Joint Intelligence Bulletins to share threat information with state, local and
tribal law enforcement. Additionally, in recent months DHS announced changes to security
partnerships required under the Visa Waiver Program to align with UNSCR 2178 and
enhanced the Electronic system for Travel Authorization (ESTA). These efforts enhance
security while continuing to encourage legitimate trade and travel.

Building Global Movements to Counter Violent Extremism

As President Obama has said, “ideologies are not defeated with guns; they’re defeated by
better ideas — a more attractive and more compelling vision.” That is why President Obama
convened the February 2015 White House Summit to Counter Violent Extremism, where the
international community came together to expand efforts against violent extremism. Since
then, driven by U.S. leadership, the global CVE movement has grown rapidly.

Global Progress
Today, the United States announced the launch of the International CT and CVE
Clearinghouse Mechanism (ICCM) to improve capacity-building coordination among key
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partners in several pilot countries. The ICCM will identify programming gaps, and mobilize
and coordinate donor resources to address identified needs.

We also highlighted new initiatives and progress on a number of key initiatives announced at
the February 2015 White House Summit to Counter Violent Extremism:

Strong Cities Network: Today, Attorney General Loretta Lynch will keynote the launch the
first global network of municipal and other sub-national leaders to support the development
of effective rights-based community focused programs and training to build resilience against
violent extremism.

The Global Youth Summit to Counter Violent Extremism: Yesterday, Lisa Monaco, the
President’s Homeland Security and Counterterrorism Advisor, kicked off a summit that
brought together more than 80 global youth leaders and organizations from more than 45
countries to build support for innovative youth-led initiatives. The development of global
virtual platforms will allow participating youth leaders and youth-oriented organizations to
remain connected and share best practices.

Peer-to-Peer Global University Challenge: Spanning both domestic and international CVE
efforts, the United States Government recently launched this initiative to empower university
students in the United States, Canada, North Africa, Middle East, Europe, Australia, and
Asia. Their objectives were to design and implement a social or digital initiative, product, or
tool to motivate and empower their peers to join the movement in countering violent
extremism. The spring 2015 winner of the of Peer-to-Peer Challenge, One 95.org from
Missouri State University, was showcased yesterday at the Global Youth Summit.

RESOLVE (Research and Solutions for Violent Extremism): This international CVE
research network, which was launched last week, will provide grants to local researchers and
serve as a platform to facilitate information sharing and mentoring. It will be managed by a
consortium of organizations that will include the Geneva Centre on Security Policy, Hedayah,
the Institute for Security Studies, the Africa Policy Institute, and the U.S. Institute of Peace.
Balkans Regional CVE Initiative: The Government of Albania will lead a Western Balkans
regional CVE initiative to build regional capacity and cooperation on CVE issues, in particular
through supporting front-line CVE practitioners, civil society, and local communities,
developing national CVE strategies, and promoting research, education, and counter-
messaging.

East Africa CVE Center of Excellence and Counter-Messaging Hub:The Government of
Djibouti will host an Intergovernmental Authority on Development center to provide dedicated
support, training, and research related to CVE, and serve as a resource for governments and
civil society from across the region.

Guidelines and Good Practices for Developing Inclusive National CVE Strategies: Hedayah,
in collaboration with the Global Center on Cooperative Security and the Organization for
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Security and Co-Operation in Europe, produced a set of guidelines, good practices and
principles for the development of national CVE strategies/action plans that promote a “whole
of society” approach to CVE.

Domestic Progress

The federal government has partnered with local governments, public safety officials,
educators and social service providers ingreater Boston, Los Angeles and the Twin Cities to
implement strategic prevention frameworks that address the unique issues facing their local
communities. Since February, federal officials and local partners have advanced and expanded
their prevention frameworks to include the addition of new community stakeholders,
developed private sector partnerships, and developed a new series of youth-focused

programs.

In September, the Department of Justice (DOJ) Community Oriented Policing Service (COPS),
in partnership with the Police Executive Research Forum, convened law enforcement
executives and community partners from over a dozen cities to explore how toadapt best
practices and lessons learned from Boston, Los Angeles, Montgomery County, Md. and
the Twin Cities to regions around the country. Participants discussed how to identify and
build relationships with key stakeholders and methods to develop, implement and assess
community engagement, prevention and intervention programs. The COPS Office and Police
Executive Research Forum will develop a series of case studies for local law enforcement
seeking to replicate these programs.

DHS, in partnership with the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), continues to lead,
improve and expand its community engagement work including Community Engagement
Roundtables, Town Hall Meetings, Community Awareness Briefings and Community
Resilience Exercises in cities all across the country. Enhanced efforts will expand
opportunities to reach more diverse communities; help develop the necessary understanding of
terrorism and terrorist recruitment tactics; and to collectively and holistically explore ways to
address these threats before they become a challenge at the local level.

In order to enhance training for federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial law enforcement,
DHS and DOJ work cooperatively with its federal partners to update CVE-relevant training
programs based on current threat assessments through programs such as the Uniformed
Police Training Program, Criminal Investigator Training Program, Land Management Police
Training Program, and the Rural Police Officer Training.

PRESIDENT OBAMA: President Obama Provides an Update on Our Strategy to
Degrade and Destroy ISIL. The Four Pillars of the U.S Strategy Against ISIL. The
Pentagon, Washington, DC (The White House, July 6, 2015)

The Four Pillars of the U.S Strategy Against ISIL
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1. A systematic campaign of airstrikes against ISIL

Working with the Iraqi government, the U.S. is expanding our efforts beyond protecting
Americans and humanitarian missions, so that we're hitting ISIL targets as Iraqi forces go on
the offense. We are pursuing terrorists wherever they are, which means the President will not
hesitate to take action against ISIL in Syria as well as Iraq. As he has said, "If you threaten
America, you will find no safe haven." As of today, we've launched more than 5,000 airstrikes
against ISIL.

2. Increased support to forces fighting ISIL on the ground

The U.S. has sent a small contingent of service members to support Iraqgi forces, including
Kurdish fighters, with training, intelligence, and equipment. These American forces do not
have a combat mission, but are providing the support needed for Iraqi forces to go on the
offense. In Syria, we have ramped up our military assistance to the Syrian opposition, while
pursuing the political solution necessary to solve Syria's crisis once and for all.

3. Drawing on our substantial counterterrorism capabilities to prevent ISIL attacks

Working with our partners, we are redoubling our efforts to cut off ISIL's funding, improve our
intelligence, strengthen our defenses, counter ISIL's warped ideology, and stem the flow of
foreign fighters into and out of the Middle East.

4. Providing humanitarian assistance to innocent civilians displaced by ISIL

We cannot allow innocent communities to be driven from their homelands. The U.S. continues
to provide much-needed assistance to Sunni and Shia Muslims who are at grave risk, as well as
tens of thousands of Christians and other religious minorities.
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