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Remarks at Secretary Clinton's Foreign Affairs Policy Board Meeting 
Todd Stern, Special Envoy for Climate Change 

U.S. Department of State 
Washington, DC 
January 3, 2013 
 
“I’m going to talk today about where we stand on climate diplomacy and what I see as the road 
ahead. In doing this, I’ll talk about the multilateral, UN negotiations; initiatives we’re promoting 
outside the multilateral framework; and some thoughts about the domestic climate change picture, 
which is inextricably linked to what we do internationally”-Todd Stern  
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/rls/remarks/2013/202501.htm  
 

 

EU-U.S. Energy Council Brussels, 5 December 
2012  
European External Affairs Section Headquarters 
Brussels, Belgium 
December 5, 2012 
 
The fourth EU-U.S. Energy Council met today in 
Brussels and was chaired by EU High 

Representative/Vice President Catherine Ashton, Commissioner for Energy Günther Oettinger, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and Deputy Secretary of Energy Daniel Poneman.  The Energy 
Council, a central component of the EU-U.S. energy relationship, promotes transparent and 
secure global energy markets; fosters co-operation on regulatory frameworks that encourage the 
efficient and sustainable use of energy; and identifies joint research priorities that promote clean 
energy technologies. These actions help to boost economic growth, reduce carbon emissions and 
create new jobs on both sides of the Atlantic 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/12/201590.htm  
 
Fact Sheet: Energy Diplomacy in the 21st Century 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington, DC 
December 19, 2012 
“Energy cuts across the entirety of U.S. foreign policy. It’s a matter of national security and global 
stability. It’s at the heart of the global economy. It’s also an issue of democracy and human rights.” 
- Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
http://www.state.gov/e/enr/rls/fs/2012/202263.htm  
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Nuclear Energy: Overview of Congressional Issues 
Mark Holt 
Specialist in Energy Policy 
December 11, 2012 
 
The policy debate over the role of nuclear power in the nation’s energy mix is rooted in the 
technology’s fundamental characteristics. Nuclear reactors can produce potentially vast amounts 
of energy with relatively low consumption of natural resources and emissions of greenhouse 
gases and other pollutants. However, facilities that produce nuclear fuel for civilian power 
reactors can also produce materials for nuclear weapons. The process of nuclear fission (splitting 
of atomic nuclei) to generate power also results in the production of radioactive material that 
must be contained in the reactor and can remain hazardous for thousands of years. How to 
manage the weapons proliferation and safety risks of nuclear power, or whether nuclear power is 
worth those risks, are issues that have long been debated in Congress. 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42853.pdf  
 
2012 Pathways to Commercial Success: Technologies and Products Supported by the Fuel 
Cell Technologies Program 
U.S. Department of Energy 
December 5, 2012 
 
This report documents the methodology and results of an effort to identify and characterize 
commercial and emerging1 technologies and products that resulted from the support of the Fuel 
Cell Technologies (FCT) Program2 within the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) Office of 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE). Commercialization of technologies that are 
cultivated in a government research and development (R&D) program is viewed as one measure 
of success. PNNL has been conducting similar technology tracking activity for the EERE Industrial 
Technologies Program (and its predecessors) for over two decades. 
The results presented in this report represent the findings from the PNNL effort. The information 
presented on commercial and emerging technologies fulfills the primary objective – to assess the 
commercialization status of EERE-developed hydrogen and fuel cell technologies. The effort is 
expected to continue, with an updated report produced annually. 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/hydrogenandfuelcells/pdfs/pathways_2012.pdf  
 
EPA & Consumer Product Safety Commission Collaborate to Research Health Impacts of 
Nanomaterials  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
December 11, 2012 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) are collaborating in a worldwide research effort to assess any potential 
impacts of nanomaterials on people’s health and the environment. Nanomaterials appear in many 
household products ranging from clothing to building materials. For example, one ongoing study 
evaluates the potential human and environmental effects from exposure to copper nanomaterials, 
an ingredient in wood treatment products used on wood for building decks and fences. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/B3BDDE177A3E570985257AD1006309D2  
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Energy Department Announces New Investments in Pioneering U.S. Offshore Wind 
Projects 
U.S. Department of Energy 
December 12, 2012 
 
Underscoring the Obama Administration’s all-of-the-above strategy to develop more secure, 
domestic energy sources and strengthen American competitiveness in the global market, U.S. 
Energy Secretary Steven Chu today announced seven offshore wind awards for projects in Maine, 
New Jersey, Ohio, Oregon, Texas and Virginia. As part of the Energy Department’s broader efforts 
to launch an offshore wind industry in the United States, these engineering, design and 
deployment projects will support innovative offshore installations in state and federal waters for 
commercial operation by 2017. 
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-new-investments-pioneering-us-offshore-
wind-projects 
 
 

ARTICLES 
 

Normas impulsan progreso de EE.UU. en eficiencia de combustible, y emisiones de 
automóviles 
Departamento de Estado de EE.UU. 
4 de diciembre 2012 
 
En Estados Unidos, la administración Obama ha hecho progresos en fomentar las normas de 
economía de combustible que los fabricantes de automóviles deben cumplir para vender 
vehículos. La política, llamada normas de Economía Corporativa de Combustible Promedio 
(CAFE) fue aprobada inicialmente a mediados de 1970 en respuesta a un embargo de petróleo. 
En esa época, los fabricantes debían alcanzar un promedio de eficiencia de combustible de 7.65 
kilómetros por litro en sus distintos modelos. Menos de una década después, en 1985, el 
promedio aumentó a 11,7 km/litro). La norma aumentó de nuevo en 2011, pero ahora los 
fabricantes de automóviles trabajando para satisfacer los parámetros incrementales que la 
administración Obama exige en camino a una norma de eficiencia de 23,2 km/litro para 2025. 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/spanish/article/2012/12/20121204139553.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz
2HTnB5Exy  
 
Lámparas de queroseno aumentan emisiones mundiales; crece campaña contra hollín 
Departamento de Estado de EE.UU. 
12 de diciembre de 2012 
 
Las lámparas de queroseno para alumbrar espacios pequeños producen emisiones de hollín que 
aumentan el calentamiento mundial, pero los cambios en tecnología de iluminación podrían 
ayudar a contener las temperaturas mundiales. 
 
Investigadores de la Universidad de Illinois y la Universidad de California en Berkeley realizaron 
este nuevo análisis de las emisiones de las lámparas que se usan en zonas del mundo en 
desarrollo que carecen de electricidad. Un comunicado de prensa de Illinois dice que los 
investigadores hallaron que las lámparas de queroseno emiten 20 veces más carbón negro de lo 
que anteriormente se creía. 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/spanish/article/2012/12/20121212139912.html#ixzz2HTpdbRSf  
 

http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-new-investments-pioneering-us-offshore-wind-projects�
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-new-investments-pioneering-us-offshore-wind-projects�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/spanish/article/2012/12/20121204139553.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz2HTnB5Exy�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/spanish/article/2012/12/20121204139553.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz2HTnB5Exy�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/spanish/article/2012/12/20121212139912.html#ixzz2HTpdbRSf�


Information Resource Center  US Embassy Madrid 
 91-5872528   madridirc@state.gov 

 
 

El Dpto. de Recursos Energéticos ayuda a comprender 
mejor las enfermedades 
Departamento de Estado de EE.UU. 
4 de enero 2013 
 
Dos poderosos instrumentos de rayos X, la Fuente de Luz 
Coherente Linac (Linac Coherent Light Source, LCLS) y la 
Fuente de Luz de Radiación de Sincrotrón de Stanford (Stanford 

Synchrotron Radiation Lightsource, SSRL), ayudan a los científicos a comprender mejor las 
enfermedades y podrían contribuir al desarrollo de nuevos tratamientos. 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/spanish/inbrief/2013/01/20130104140649.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz
2HTwd1urO  
  
Científicos informan sobre el impacto del clima en animales y ecosistemas 
Departamento de Estado de EE.UU. 
20 de diciembre de 2012 
 
Animals and plants are moving up mountainsides seeking cooler temperatures. Some fish species 
have smaller ranges and less abundance. Other species are diminishing in their numbers, unable 
to adjust to climate change, with extinction being a possible outcome 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/12/20121220140291.html?CP.rss=true#ixzz2
HTzCdeYv  
 
 
 

VIDEOS 
 
Innovative Cities: Oakland, California 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/video/2012/12/20121211139850.html?CP.rss=true#axzz
2Ekj3TZeV  
 
Innovative Cities: Burlington, Vermont 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/video/2012/12/20121211139843.html?CP.rss=true#axzz
2Ekj3TZeV  
 
 
 

The opinion expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflects the views or policies of the U.S. Government 
---------------------------------------------- 
Centro de Recursos Informativos 
Embajada de EE.UU. en Madrid 
91 5872528 
madridIRC@state.gov 
http://madrid.usembassy.gov 
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