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A hospice in South Africa once commemorated World AIDS Day by holding a memorial to 

mourn those lost to HIV/AIDS.  Following the introduction of antiretroviral treatment, the 

hospice, once full with people dying of HIV/AIDS, marked World AIDS Day with a celebration 

of life because people who were once dying are now living.  In this spirit, on this World AIDS 

Day 2008, we celebrate life. 

 

We celebrate the faith- and community-based organizations that are mobilizing nations and 

communities to provide compassionate care in even the most remote villages.  We celebrate the 

young girl who won’t have to face the prospect of dropping out of school to care for her younger 

siblings because of a sick or dying parent.  We celebrate the HIV-positive mother who can now 

give birth to a beautiful, healthy, HIV-free baby.   

 

These stories are replicated in countless communities around the world, where courageous 

individuals are choosing life, saving the lives of their fellow countrymen and women, and 

creating hope for a future free of HIV/AIDS. 

 

In 2003, President George W. Bush promised to lead the fight against global HIV/AIDS with the 

U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) – the largest commitment by any 

nation to combat a single disease internationally in history.  Through PEPFAR, the U.S. 

Government has already provided $18.8 billion in HIV/AIDS funding, and the U.S. Congress has 

authorized up to $48 billion for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria over the next five years. 

America has followed through on its commitment by leading the world in its level of support for 

HIV/AIDS relief.    

 

Through the power of partnerships, the American people and the dedicated men and women in 

nations devastated by HIV/AIDS have proven that the seemingly impossible is possible.  

PEPFAR is on track to achieve its aggressive goals:  supporting treatment for two million people, 

prevention of seven million new infections, and care for 10 million people infected or affected by 

HIV/AIDS, including orphans and vulnerable children.  The U.S. Congress and President have 

established ambitious new goals for the next five years, and working in partnership with the 

people of many nations, we can achieve them. 

 

PEPFAR is one aspect of the new era in development led by President Bush in recent years, with 

a focus on true partnership: support for country-owned strategies and national programs, with 

shared accountability for results, achieved through the power of multisectoral partnerships with 

governments, non-governmental, faith- and community-based organizations, the private sector 

and groups of people living with HIV/AIDS.    

 

At the White House Summit on International Development on October 21, President Bush noted, 

“During times of economic crisis, some may be tempted to turn inward -- focusing on our 

problems here at home, while ignoring our interests around the world. This would be a serious 



mistake.”  In addition to the security and economic benefits of our commitment to development, 

PEPFAR and other programs reflect the compassion of the American people and a timeless truth: 

to whom much is given, much is required.  

 

In June 2007, the United States and other G8 nations set ambitious goals to collectively support 

treatment for a total of 5 million HIV-infected individuals, prevent 24 million new infections, 

and care for 24 million people, including 10 million orphans and vulnerable children - as well as 

to cut malaria-related deaths by 50 percent in 30 countries.  At the 2008 G8 meeting and in other 

fora, the U.S. has reported publicly on its programs’ contributions to meeting these goals.   We 

call on other nations to fulfill their commitments.  May we celebrate even more lives saved in 

years to come. 
 


