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To MADELEINE ALBRIGHT, a person who needs no introduction and who was

a tireless supporter of democratic transition in Czechoslouvakia and its successor states,
and OLIVER GRUNOVSKY and MONIKA ROKUS, whose grass roots diplomacy never
made the headlines, but will be remembered by many Slovaks from all walks of life for
their willingness to help open the doors for so many of our compatriots visiting

Washington, D.C., starting with the doors to their own home.

MADELEINE ALBRIGHT, medzindrodne zndmej osobnosti, za jej netinavnt pomoc

pri demokratickej transformdcii Ceskoslovenska, Slovenska a Ceskej republiky

a OLIVEROVI GUNOVSKEMU a MONIKE ROKUS, ktoryjch obé&iansku diplomaciu sice
médid nezaznamenali, ale mnohi Slovdci im vdacia za ich nezistnd pomoc pri otvdrani

dveri vo Washingtone, vrdtane dveri ich vlastného domu.



Pavol Demes
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Pribeh slovensko-americkych vztahov
od neznej revollcie dodnes

The Story of the Slovak-American Relationship
from the Velvet Revolution to this Day




Il Foreword by Theodore Sedgwick

U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic

I am honored to be serving President Ba-
rack Obama as the seventh U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic. I carry
atorch that was sparked by the great U.S. Senator Claiborne Pell and rekindled
by Paul Hacker when he re-established a Consulate in Bratislava in 1990. I have
had the pleasure of meeting or speaking with my six distinguished and accom-
plished predecessors as Ambassador, and, as you can tell from reading their ac-
counts herein, they all continue to be passionate aduvocates of strong U.S.-Slovak
relations. It is of particular significance to me that this book was composed by
another strong advocate of U.S.-Slouak relations, Pavol Demes. Pauvol brings
a special insight into this relationship as someone who has played an active role
in its development, both from within and outside of gouvernment.

I have been in Bratislava for about two and a half months and from my per-
spective the most noteworthy development in our two countries’ relationship is
that is has evolued in a very short period of time from a bilateral relationship -
one that successfully encouraged Slovakia’s integration into the European com-
munity - into a multilateral relationship in which the two countries work to-
gether as friends, allies and partners to address issues around the world and
particularly in the Slovak neighborhood. While the U.S. is concerned about shri-
nking defense budgets throughout Europe, particularly in this post-financial cri-
sis environment, the extent of Slovakia’s deployments impressively range from
Kosovo and Bosnia to Cyprus and Afghanistan.

Central European prominent intellectuals last year issued a public cri de coeur
in the form of an Open Letter calling on President Obama not to neglect this part
of the world. Following the formation this summer of Prime Minister Radicova’s
new government, with former Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda serving as For-
eign Minister, the Slouaks in particular would be hard pressed to argue that the
U.S. is ignoring them: Foreign Minister Dzurinda held a mutually productive
meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in October 2010 in Wash-
ington, following rapidly on the heels of meetings in Bratislava between Deputy
Secretary of State James Steinberg and Foreign Minister Dzurinda and Defense
Minister Lubomir Galko.

Reflecting the nature of the relationship these high-level meetings focused on
Slouakia’s unique role as a constructive mentor of Western Balkan countries as-
piring to European integration, Slovakia’s stepped up ISAF commitment to the
NATO mission in Afghanistan, and Slovakia’s Visegrad Four leadership this year
aimed at improving energy security, promoting defense cooperation in an era of
shrinking budgets, and addressing the problems of Roma in the region.
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Predslov Theodora Sedgwicka
mimoriadneho a splnomocneného veluyslanca Spojenych §tdtov na Slovensku

Je mi ctou, Ze mé6Zem pracouvat pre prezi-
denta Baracka Obamu ako siedmy americky veluyslanec na Slovensku. Nesiem
pochodern, ktora zapdlil vjznamny americky sendtor Claiborne Pell a ktort opdt
vznietil Paul Hacker, ked v roku 1990 znouvuotvoril konzuldt v Bratislave. Som
rdd, Ze som sa mohol stretnat a porozprduvat s mojimi Siestimi vdZengmi pred-
chodcami - velvyslancami, a ako je zrejmé z ich tivah, vSetci ostduaju nadalej
zanietengmi obhajcami slovensko-americkych vztahov. Zvld$tny vgznam ma
aj skutocnost, Ze tuto knihu napisal Pavol Demes, dalsi vgrazny zdstanca ame-
ricko-slovenskych vztahouv. Pavol prind$a vgnimoc¢né nahliadnutie do podstaty
vztahov, kedZe zohral aktiunu tlohu v ich prehlbouani tak zunttra vlady, ako qj
zvuonku.

V Bratislave som priblizne dua a pol mesiaca a z méjho pohladu najugznamnej-
§im pokrokom vo vztahu nasich dvoch krajin je, Ze sa vo velmi krdatkom ¢ase po-
sunul z bilaterdlneho vztahu - ktoryg tspesne podporil integrdciu Slovenska do
europskej komunity - do multilaterdlneho vztahu, kde obe krajiny spolupracuju
ako priatelia, spojenci a partneri, aby riesili problémy vo suete a najmd v sused-
nych krajindch. Zatial ¢o Spojené §tdty su znepokojené obmedzenim rozpoctu na
obranu v celej Eurépe, najmd v ¢ase krdtko po financnej krize, oblasti rozmiest-
nenia slovenskych vojsk sa rozsiruju od Kosova a Bosny az po Cyprus a Afga-
nistan.

Prominentni intelektudli zo strednej Eur6py minulg rok formou otvoreného listu
apelouali na prezidenta Obamu, aby nezabtudal na tito ¢ast sveta. Po vzniku
novej vlddy pod vedenim premiérky Radicouej v lete toho roku, v ktorej je mi-
nistrom zahrani¢nygch veci byvalyg premiér Mikulds Dzurinda, uZ sa nemozu
Sloudci stazovat, Ze siich Spojené Staty nevsSimaja: v oktébri 2010 sa stretol mi-
nister zahrani¢nych veci Mikuld$ Dzurinda s americkou ministerkou zahra-
ni¢nych veci Hillary Clintonovou vo Washingtone, a krdtko na to nasledovalo
stretnutie Stdtneho tajomnika Jamesa Steinberga s ministrom zahrani¢nygch veci
Dzurindom a ministrom obrany 'ubomirom Galkom v Bratislave.

Vzhladom na charakter vzdjomnych vztahou boli tieto stretnutia na najuyssej
urouni zamerané na vynimoc¢nu tlohu Slovenska ako konstruktivneho poradcu
pre krajiny zdpadntiho Balkdnu, ktoré sa snaZia usttpit do EU a tieZ na to, aby
Slovensko posilnilo svoje zduazky voci Medzindrodnym sildm bezpecnostne;j
pomoci (ISAF) prostrednictuom suojej misie NATO v Afganistane. Rozhovory sa
ststredili aj na tohtoro¢né veduce postavenie Slovenska vo Visegrddskej Stuorke,
ktord sa usiluje zlepsit energetickti bezpecnost, propagdciu obrannej spoluprdce
v obdobi obmedzeného rozpoctu a rieSenie problémou Rémovu v regiéne.
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As the world recovers from the financial crisis, Slovakia again is attracting U.S.
investment for both labor-intensive and highly automated industries as well as
IT companies, particularly in Eastern Slovakia.

Slovakia has made great strides since independence, but there is more to be
done, with improvements needed to ensure integrity in the judiciary, improve
press freedoms, reduce corruption in the public sector and address the Roma
issue. PM Radicoua’s gouvernment, which recently passed the symbolically im-
portant 100-day mark, shows promise in addressing these issues and we make
every effort to engage the Slovak government with honesty as friends, humbly
recognizing that the United States itself is a work in progress.

Looking back, it is important to remember that the U.S.-Slovak narrative is
longer than twenty years and encompasses a far broader picture than official
diplomatic relations alone. Looking ahead, we see our two countries building
further upon what has rapidly developed into a very mature relationship. The
Slouak Republic’s non-governmental organizations and government both will
increasingly lend a helping hand to neighborhood countries that aspire to fol-
low the same path that Slovakia itself has successfully taken to achieve pros-
perity, democracy and full and active membership in the community of nations.
[ hope that the readers of these pages will recognize that the efforts of diplomats
in both our countries hauve played a positive role in bringing us to this productive
and mature stage in our relationship.
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V case, ked sa svet spamdtdua z financ¢nej krizy, Slovensko a najmd jeho vy-
chodna c¢ast, znovu ldka investorov z USA a to nielen z oblasti manudlne na-
roc¢nej prdce, ale aj z vysoko automatizovanych oduvetvi akgmi st IT firmy.
Slovensko dosiahlo velky pokrok odkedy sa stalo samostatngm stétom, ale eSte
stdle su oblasti, v ktorgch je ¢o zlepSouvat, napriklad - zabezpecit bezihonnost
sudnictua, zlepsit slobodu tlace, obmedzit korupciu vo verejnom sektore a riesit
rémsky problém. Vldda premiérky Radicovej, ktord prdue prekrocila symbolicky
dolezita hranicu 100 dni, je prislubom pre vyrieSenie problémou. Urobime vSetko
pre to, aby sme sa ako Gprimni priatelia zapojili do ich rieSenia, pricom musime
priznat, Ze aj v USA mdme v tejto oblasti eSte dost prdce.

Ked sa ohliadneme spqit, je dolezité si uvedomit, Ze slovensko-americky pribeh
je dlh§inez 20 rokov a zahifiia omnoho §irsi obraz nez len oficidlne diplomatické
vztahy. Ked sa pozrieme dopredu, vidime naSe due krajiny budovat dalej to, ¢o
sa vyvinulo do velmi zrelého vztahu. Slovenské mimoulddne organizdcie spolu
s vlddou budd pomdhat susedngym krajindm, ktoré ida tou cestou ako Sloven-
sko - cestou budovania prosperity, demokracie a plného a aktiuvneho ¢lenstua
v komunite ndrodouv.

Dufam, Ze citatelia tjchto strdnok ocenia snahu diplomatov na oboch strandch,
ktori zohrali vgznamnu tlohu v tom, Ze nase vztahy su dnes také produktivne
a zrelé.
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Il Foreword by Peter Burian

Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the United States of America

When a few months ago Pavol Deme$s
informed me about his plan to write a publication about the recent history of Slo-
vak-American relations, [ realized that nothing similar has been published in Slo-
vakia despite the huge significance of this relationship in its impact on the de-
velopment of democracy and position of Slovakia in the world. I am convinced
that over the last twenty years Dr. Demes was one of those who contributed the
most to the dynamic development of the Slovak-American relations. Taking dif-
ferent posts, including the post of the Slovak Minister of International Relations,
he directly helped form Slovak-American cooperation. That means he is one of
the most qualified people to describe this exceptionally important stage of our de-
velopment.

In his publication, Pavol Demes precisely and impartially depicts the most im-
portant milestones in a story that ends well. Having said that I have in mind the
process of democratic transformation and integration of Slovakia, in which the
U.S. help and support were the key contributing factors of our success. [ am con-
vinced that without this cooperation and support it would not have been possi-
ble to complete this demanding process of change, integration, and building of
a state and national institutions within such a short period. I was lucky to be
part of building the Slouak-American relationship from the very beginning di-
rectly in Washington. I remember how our American partners and friends helped
us overcome our teething troubles with great patience and understanding, and
did not give up on us even in times when we did not care for such help. Today,
as Slovakia's ambassador to the U.S., I can tell just how far the relationship has
moved along during this time.

I think the name of the publication “Friend, Partner, Ally” reflects very well the
nature and depth of our current relations and cooperation. Twenty years in the
life of a human being usually is the time when he/she matures and becomes
a self-confident personality. A similar comparison can be made for the current
state of the Slovak-American relations. Slovakia not only understood that the
United States is a selfless friend, today it is also able to deliver “added value” as
an equal partner and ally. Many moments in our recent history, when our two
countries stood side by side and cooperated in resoluing both regional and global
issues, are a clear demonstration of the fact that Slovakia has a lot to contribute
and does not hesitate to do so even in the most complicated of situations. This po-
sition and our permanent commitment to support and defend the values that we
share worldwide were highly valued by the U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton during the recent visit of Mikulds Dzurinda, the Slovak Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, in Washington. On her part, it was not just polite or diplomatic phrases,
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Predslov Petra Buriana
veluyslanca Slovenskej republiky v Spojenych §tdatoch americkych

Ked ma pred niekolkgmi mesiacmi Pavol
Demes obozndmil so suojim zdmerom napisat publikdciu o novodobej histoérii
slovensko-americkych vztahov, uvedomil som si, Ze ni¢ podobného na nasom
kniZznom trhu neexistuje, napriek mimoriadnemu vjznamu tejto reldcie a jej
uplyvu na budouvanie nasej demokracie a postavenia Slovenska vo suete. Som
presuvedceny, Ze prduve P. Demes patri k osobnostiam, ktoré sa v priebehu uply-
nulych dvadsiatich rokov najuviac pricinili o dynamickyj rozuvoj slovensko-ame-
rickgch vztahov. Na réznych postoch, vrdatane postu ministra medzindrodnyjch
vztahou Slouenskej republiky, bol priamym aktérom formovania slovensko-
americkej spoluprdéce. Patri teda k najpouvolanej$im, aby podchytil tito mimo-
riadne dolezita etapu a pribliZil ju budicim generdcidm.
V publikdcii P Demes presne a objektivne zachytil najdoleZitejSie momenty tohto
pribehu s dobrgm koncom. Tym mdm na mysli proces demokratickej transfor-
mdcie a integrdcie Slovenska, kde pomoc a podpora Spojenych stdtov patrili ku
klt¢ouvym faktorom ndsho tspechu. Dovolim si turdit, Ze bez tejto spoluprdce
a podpory by nebolo mozné realizovat tak ndro¢ny proces zmien, integrdcie
a zdroven budovania $tdtu a statnych institacii, v tak krdtkom ¢ase. Mal som to
Stastie, Ze som bol prakticky od samého zaciatku aktiuvnym tcastnikom bu-
douania slovensko-americkych vztahov priamo vo Washingtone. Pamdtéam si,
ako nasi americki partneri a priatelia s mimoriadnou trpezlivostou a pocho-
penim s nami prekonduali nase ,detské choroby” a nevzdduali sa snahy poméct
ndm ani v obdobi, ked sme o taktito pomoc prili$ nestdli. Dnes ako veluyslanec
Slovenska v USA mdm moznost porounduat, kam sa tieto vztahy za uplynulé
obdobie posunuli.
Muyslim si, ze prdue ndzou publikdcie ,Priatel, partner, spojenec” velmi dobre
odrdza charakter a hibku nasich stuéasnych vztahov a spoluprdce. Duadsat ro-
kou v Zivote ¢loveka je ¢as, ked dospieva a stdua sa z neho vyzretd a sebave-
domd osobnost. Podobne by sa dal charakterizovat i su¢asny stav slovensko-
-americkych vztahov. Slovensko nielen pochopilo, Ze v Spojenych stdtoch ma
nezistného priatela, ale dnes dokdze do tohto vztahu prindsat i ,pridanu hod-
notu” ako rovnocenny partner a spojenec. Mnohé momenty v novodobej histérii,
ked nase krajiny stdli vedla seba a spolupracouali pri rieSeni regiondlnych i glo-
bdlnych problémov presvedc¢ivo demonstruju, Ze Slovensko md ¢im prispiet a ne-
vdha tak urobit aj v tych najzlozitejsich situdcidch. Tento postoj a nds pretr-
vduajuci zdudzok podporouvat a obhajouat zdielané hodnoty vo svete pocas
neddunej ndustevy ministra zahrani¢nych veci Slovenskej republiky Mikuldsa
Dzurindu vo Washingtone vysoko hodnotila i ministerka zahrani¢ngch veci USA
Hillary Clintonoud. Neboli to iba zdvorilostné diplomatické frdzy, ale Gtprimné
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rather the sincere words of a friend who knows and is able to appreciate the
value of concrete acts and sacrifices.

The story of the Slouvak-American relations, howeuver, is not at its end. In my opin-
ion it is, first of all, the shared values and partnership that allow both of our
states to successfully continue this relationship. Today, there are numerous new
areas of cooperation opening that will continue to strengthen and enrich our re-
lationship. Among them I would like to mention economic cooperation, invest-
ments, and the transfer of technologies and innovations that will have a direct
impact on the prosperity and economic growth of both countries. Another im-
portant aspect of our relationship is the direct contact between the civil societies
in both countries. All of these areas open unprecedented opportunities for de-
velopment of bilateral cooperation of which we need to take advantage.

I believe that the publication “Friend, Partner, Ally” nicely enhanced with unique,
historical photographs will provide interesting and inspiring reading material.
Sometimes we are quick to forget that what today we take for granted, for many
was just a distant dream only a few years ago. I believe the readers will enjoy the
encounter with those personalities who helped form our relationship with the
United States.
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sloud priatela, ktorg poznd a vie ocenit hodnotu konkrétnych ¢inouv a obeti.
Pribeh slovensko-americkych vztahou sa vsak nekonci. Podla méjho nézoru
prdve zdielané hodnoty a partnerstuo su predpokladom, Ze bude mat tispesné
pokracouvanie. Dnes uZ mdame rozpracované dalSie oblasti spoluprdce, ktoré
budu ndas vztah posiliiovat a obohacovat. Patri k nim i oblast ekonomickej
spoluprdce, investicii, transferu technolégii a inouvdcii s priamym dopadom na
prosperitu a ekonomicky rast oboch krajin. K délezitgm aspektom vztahov vsak
radim i priame kontakty medzi ob¢ianskou spolo¢nostou oboch krajin. Otudraju
sa nebygualé moznosti rozvoja bilaterdlnej spoluprdce, ktoré treba vSestranne
vyuzit.

Verim, Ze publikdcia ,Priatel, partner, spojenec” bude zaujimavgm a in$pi-
rativnym c¢itanim. Niekedy totiZ velmi rgchle zabidame, Ze to, ¢o je dnes sa-
mozrejmostou, bol este pred niekolkgmi rokmi pre mnohych len vzdialeny sen.
Jej ¢itatelom Zeldm prijemny zdzitok zo stretnutia s osobnostami, ktoré nds vztah
so Spojenygmi Stdtmi tuorili. Unikdtne historické fotografie tento zazitok urcite
ndleZite umocnia.
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Il ~troduction

This year, in the month of October, twenty

years will have passed since Paul Hacker, the first American diplomat to be sta-
tioned in Slouakia in over 40 years, arrived in Bratislava to take up his duties as
U.S. consul. The building was shut down at the height of Stalinist oppression in
1950, a little more than two years after Claiborne Pell, then a young American vice
consul and later to become chairman of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, opened the official U.S. representation at Hviezdoslav Square in Bratislava.
After the fall of the Iron Curtain and the end of the Cold War in 1989, a new stage
of exceptionally rich relationships commenced between the transatlantic power
and the small country in the heart of Europe, one whose inhabitants share nu-
merous historical and human ties with the United States . Hundreds of thousands
of people in the USA claim to be descendants of Slouvaks, and it was in the U.S.
where the foundations of the common state of the Czechs and Slovaks were laid,
a state which emerged in 1918 under the leadership of T. G. Masaryk and M. R.
Stefdnik. After 1948, for the next four decades, the official communist ideology
viewed the United States as its biggest enemy. This did not just complicate trav-
eling significantly, but it was also very dangerous to even listen to the “seditious”
radio broadcasting of the Voice of America and Radio Free Europe, or to com-
municate with relatives and friends who immigrated to the USA, not to mention
with any American officials or representatives.
Everything changed after the Veluet Revolution in 1989, and within a very short
period of time Slovakia established a multilayered relationship with the USA,
much more intensive than with any other country. The United States has sig-
nificantly helped us in overcoming the communist legacy and in becoming
a modern state and part of the Euro-Atlantic democratic family. Today, both Slo-
vakia and the USA are partners cooperating in many areas, from politics, economy
and military, through science, culture and education all the way to sports. Since
the end of 2008, Slovak nationals do not even need a visa to travel to the USA.

Since the arrival of the first American diplomat in Bratislava, the appearance of
the Huiezdoslav square has changed significantly. It is more than symbolic that
the building of the current American embassy in Slovakia stands right next to the
embassy of our good neighbor - the Czech Republic, which is itself right next to
the building of united Germany - the driving force of European integration.

The objective of this publication is to point out the milestones of the Slovak-Amer-
ican relationship over the past twenty years and to remember the key diplomats
who together with their staffs operated in Bratislava and Washington during this
period. I had the opportunity to know many of them in person and I would like
to pay tribute to them for what they have done to make this such a mutual suc-
cess story. At the same time, [ would like to thank the numerous diplomats,
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Uvod

V oktébri tohto roku uplynie dvadsat
rokov, kedy na Slovensko, ktoré bolo vtedy stuéastou Ceskoslovenskej fede-
rativnej republiky, prisiel prug americky diplomat - konzul Paul Hacker, aby
otvoril a vyvetral Styridsat rokov zavretd budovu konzuldtu USA na Huiezdosla-
vovom ndmesti v Bratislave. Td po ndstupe komunizmu v Ceskoslovensku musel
za pomerne dramatickych udalosti v roku 1948 opustit mlady diplomat a buduci
sendtor Claiborne Pell.

Po pdde Zeleznej opony a ukonc¢eni studenej vojny v roku 1989 sa zacina novd
etapa vgnimoc¢ne bohatych vztahov medzi zaocednskou velmocou a malou stre-
doeurépskou krajinou, ktorej ob&anov spdja so Spojengmi Stdtmi vela historickgch
a Iudskych momentov. V USA sa k slovenskym koreriom hldsia stdtisice Iudi, tu sa
kladli zdklady spolo¢ného stétu Cechou a Slovdkov, ktoryj vznikol pod vedenim
T. G. Masaryka a M. R. Stefdnika v roku 1918. Od roku 1948 boli Spojené stcity $tyri
desatrocia oficidlnou komunistickou ideol6giou povazouvané za nepriatelskt krajinu
Cislo jeden. NielenZe sa tam dalo len velmi komplikovane cestouat, ale i poc¢tvat
»Stuavé” rozhlasouvé vysielanie Hlasu Ameriky a Slobodnej Eurépy, ¢i komuniko-
vat s pribuzngmi a priatelmi ktori do USA emigrouali, bolo nebezpec¢né.

Po NeZnej revolucii v roku 1989 sa vSetko meni a pravdepodobne so Ziadnou
inou krajinou Slovensko nenadviazalo v krdtkom ¢ase také mnohoursteuné
vztahy ako s USA. Spojené stdty ndm vyznamne pomohli prekonat dedi¢stuo
komunizmu a stat sa moderngym StGdtom, zakotvengm do euroatlantickej de-
mokratickej rodiny. Slovensko a USA st dnes partnermi, spolupracujucimi v naj-
roznejsich oblastiach. Politikou, ekonomikou a armddou po¢ntc, vedou, kulttrou,
Skolstuom a Sportom konciac. Pri ceste do USA slouvenski ob¢ania nepotrebujua od
konca roku 2008 viza.

Od prichodu pruého amerického diplomata do Bratislavy sa zdsadne zmenil
charakter Huiezdoslavouho ndmestia. Je viac ako symbolické, Ze dneSnd bu-
doua americkej ambasddy na Slovensku je v priamom dotyku s budovou veluys-
lanectva négho dobrého suseda - Ceskej republiky a td zasa s budovou zjed-
noteného Nemecka, motora eur6pskej integrdcie.

Cielom tejto publikdcie je pozastavit sa pri milnikoch slovensko-americkych
vztahovu za ostatnych dvadsat rokouv a spomenut si na kluc¢ovych diplomatouv,
ktori sluzili so suojimi timami v Bratislave a Washingtone pocas tohto obdobia.
Mal som moznost ich osobne poznat a chcem im vzdat hold za to, ¢o urobili pre
nds uspesny pribeh. Zdaroven chcem podakovat za cenné informdcie a pozndm-
ky k rukopisu mnohym diplomatom, priatelom a zndmym, ktori boli stu¢astou
tohto transatlantického pribehu. Moja vdaka patri aj Tlac¢ovej agentiire Sloven-
skej republiky (TASR) za poskytnutie fotografii a idajov z jej databdzy. Vydanie
tejto publikdcie finan¢ne podporilo Veluyslanectuo USA na Slovensku.
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friends, and acquaintances who played an important role in this transatlantic
endeavor for their invaluable information and remarks on my manuscript. My
thanks also go to the Press Agency of the Slouvak Republic (TASR) for providing
photographs and data from its database. This publication was published with
the financial support of the U.S. Embassy in Slouvakia.

Prehistory and Claiborne Pell

The United States established a diplo-
matic relationship with Czechoslouakia in 1919 by opening an embassy in
Prague. After WWII, in 1947, the American government got hold of the classicist
building at the now Huiezdoslav square for diplomatic purposes. According to his-
torical sources, in the 19th century the building was used by a steam printer. From
1868, it was an art studio of the famous photographer Eduard Nepomuk Kozics.
His family sold the building in 1926 to the photography company Bocek and
Valentik, and later it became the headquarters of the German Commercial Bank.
Vice Consul Claiborne Pell came to Bratislava in November 1947 in order to open
a consulate general here. After a preparatory stage, the consulate was opened on
March 1, 1948, a few days after the communist revolution on February 25. Pell
was able to stay in Slovakia for six more months. Reprisals against the employ-
ees of the consulate, including imprisonments in the Leopoldouv penitentiary re-
sulting in the death of the several prisoners branded as imperialist spies,
continued until May 27, 1950 when the consulate was closed for good. A Slovak-
born American named John Huasta, who was an assistant to Vice Consul Pell, ex-
perienced some very difficult moments of imprisonment, then escaped. After
roaming the country for two years, he sought refuge in the U.S. Embassy in
Prague and was finally repatriated in 1954. It was not until the events of late
1989 that he was able to return to visit Slovakia. Currently, he lives in Florida.
Senator Pell who for some time served as the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee died on January 1, 2009, at the age of 90. He lived to witness
the fall of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia, the speech of Véaclav Havel
in the Congress and the visit of Slouak representatives led by Alexander Dubcek
in Washington. He took part in reopening the U.S. Consulate in Bratislava, em-
braced the formation of an independent democratic Slovakia, as well as our join-
ing NATO and the EU. He still could write an introduction to the book of his
successor - Paul Hacker, which was published this year, and in which he recalled
his heartfelt ties to Slovakia and its people.
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Dobova fotografia Hviezdosla-

Historical image of the Hviez-
doslav square in Bratislava,
May 1945. Future U.S. Embassy
building in back. Photograph:
archive of TASR

maj 1945. V pozadi budtica
budova amerického velvysla-
nectva. Foto: archiv TASR

vovho namestia v Bratislave,

Prehistoria a Claiborne Pell

Spojené stdaty uzavreli diplomatické vztahy
s Ceskoslovenskom v roku 1919 a otvorili v Prahe veluyslanectvo. Po druhej sve-
touej vojne v roku 1947 ziskala americkd vldda pre diplomatické tcely klasicis-
tickd budouvu na dneSnom Hviezdoslavovom ndmesti. Podla historickych
pramerniov v budouve sidlili v 19. storo¢i tlaciarne pohdnané parou. Od roku 1868
tam mal ateliér slduny fotograf Eduard Nepomuk Kozics. Jeho rodina ho predala
v roku 1926 fotografickej firme Boc¢ek a Valentik a potom v nej sidlila Nemeckd
obchodnd banka.

Vicekonzul Claiborne Pell priSiel do Bratislauy v novembri 1947, aby tu otvoril
generdlny konzuldt. Po pripraungch prdcach sa tak stalo 1. marca 1948, len pér
dni po komunistickej revolucii 25. februdra. C. Pell mohol zostat na Slovensku uz
len priblizne Sest mesiacou. Represdlie voci zamestnancom kKonzuldtu, vrdtane
uvdzneni so smrtelngymi nésledkami vo vdznici v Leopoldouve, ktorgch oznaco-
vali ako imperialistickgch Spiénouv pokracouvali a 27. mdja 1950 konzuldt de-
finitiune zavreli. Sloudk John Huastq, ktory bol asistentom konzula Pella a prezil
si kruté chvile vdznenia a uteku sa dockal satisfakcie v podobe nduratu na
Slovensko poc¢as novembrouygch udalosti 1989. Doteraz Zije na Floride. Sendtor
Pell, ktorg bol jeden ¢as predsedom zahrani¢ného vgboru Sendtu, zomrel
1. janudra 2009 vo veku 90 rokov. Dozil sa pddu komunizmu v Ceskoslovensku,
prejavu Vaclava Havla v Kongrese, ndustevy slovenskych studentou i Alexandra
Dubceka vo Washingtone. Zucastnil sa na znovuotvoreni konzuldtu USA v Bra-
tislave, privital vznik samostatného demokratického Slovenska, ako aj nds vstup
do NATO a Eurépskej tnie. Este stihol napisat aj tiuod ku knihe svojho néstupcu
P. Hackera, ktord vysla tento rok, v ktorom sa vyzndua zo svojho vricneho vzta-
hu k Slovensku.
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Il Opening of the consulate building

and discovering of America

The beginnings of American diplomacy
in Slouvakia after the fall of the communist regime are described in detail in the
recently published book Slouvakia on the Road to Independence by Paul Hacker,
who worked in Slovakia between October 1990 and July 1993, first as the head
of the U.S. Consulate and then, after opening the independent embassy, as char-
gé d'affaires. His comprehensive memoirs were published this year in the USA
and they are also available in those Slouvak bookstores that sell foreign litera-
ture. A view of the birth of Slouak diplomacy, of the struggle between Prague
and Bratislava and the formation of the Slovak-American relationship, is also of-
fered by the book of the Slouak diplomat Miroslav Mojzita - Kniazko/Demes/Rriazko:
The formation of Slouak diplomacy between 1990 and 1993, Bratislava, 2004.

Paul Hacker came to Bratislava with his wife Eeva as a pioneer of diplomacy at
a unique historical turning point - the transition from a totalitarian regime to
a pluralist democracy and the birth of a new state. He came to a country that he
knew well from his previous studies and work at the State Department. All of
Czechoslouakia was in a state of euphoria celebrating its newly-gained freedom
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President of Czechoslovakia
Vaclav Havel, during his first
visit to Washington in
February 1990. Photograph:
archive of Oliver Gunovsky
and Monika Rokus

Chairman of the Federal
Assembly of CSFR Alexander
Dubcek with the children of
Slovak expatriates in
Washington in May 1990.
Photograph: archive of Oliver
Gunovsky and Monika Rokus

Delegation of Public Against
Violence during the visit to
Washington in May 1990.
Pictured from right to left:

Jan Budaj, Alexander Dubcek
and Milan Knazko. Photograph:
archive of Oliver Gunovsky

and Monika Rokus

Prezident Ceskoslovenska
Vaclav Havel pocas prvej
navstevy Washingtonu vo
februdri 1990. Foto: archiv
0. Gunovského a M. Rokus

Predseda Federalneho
zhromazdenia CSFR A. Dubéek
s detmi krajanov vo Washing-
tone v mdji 1990. Foto: archiv
0. Gunovského a M. Rokus

Delegdcia Verejnosti proti
nasiliu pocas navstevy
Washingtonu v maji 1990.
Sprava J. Budaj, A. Dubcek
a M. Knazko. Foto: archiv
0. Gunovského a M. Rokus

Otvorenie budovy konzuldtu a objavovanie Ameriky N

O zaciatkoch fungovania americkej dip-
lomacie na Slovensku po pdde komunizmu mdme dobry prehlad najmd vdaka
cerstuo vydanej kniznej publikdcii Slovakia on the Road to Independence z pera
Paula Hackerq, ktorg na Slovensku posobil od oktébra 1990 az do leta 1993 najpru
ako veduci konzuldtu a po otvoreni samostatnej ambasddy ako chargé d “affaires.
Jeho obsiahle memodrouvé dielo vyslo tento rok v USA a je dostupné i v cudzoja-
zycnych knihkupectudch na Slovensku. Pohlad na zrod slovenskej diplomacie,
polemiky medzi Prahou a Bratislavou, ako aj formouanie slovensko-americkygch
vztahovu ponuka qj dielo ndsho diplomata Miroslava MojZitu - Kiiazko/ Demes/
Kniazko: Formouanie slovenskej diplomacie v rokoch 1990 az 1993.

Paul Hacker prisiel do Bratislavy so suojou manzelkou Eevou ako diplomaticky
pionier v unikdtnom case historického zlomu - prechodu z totalitného rezimu
na pluralitntt demokraciu a zrodu nového statu. Prichddza do krajiny, ktora zo
svojich predchddzajicich §tudii a prdce na ministerstue zahrani¢ngch veci
déverne poznal. V celom Ceskoslovensku vlddla v tomto obdobi euféria z novo-
nadobudnutej slobody a odstrdnenia komunika¢nej bariéry s demokratickgm
suetom. Byuali disidenti a vysokoskolski §tudenti sa u nds dostduali do kla-
¢ouych pozicii a artikulovali zdujmy slobodnej krajiny aj pocas pruygch letou do
USA, ktoré sa uskuto¢nili eSte pred jeho prichodom.

Amerika bola fascinovand nekrvavym pddom komunistickgch reZimouv vo vy-
chodnej Eur6pe a ukoncenim studenej vojny. Ochotu podat pomocnu ruku
deklarouali nielen predstavitelia administrativy prezidenta Georga H. W. Busha,
ale aj mnozstvo vzdelduacich, kultirnych, podnikatelskych, cirkeunych, kra-
janskych a réznych mimoulddnych institacii, ako aj bezni ludia. Slovenskii ¢eski
krajania individudlne, ale i prostrednictvom suvojich organizdcii s entuziazmom
pomdhali pri prerode svojej byualej vlasti, alebo vlasti svojich predkou, formou
materidlnej a finan¢nej pomoci, ¢i otudranim dveri a nadudzovanim kontaktouv.
V Ceskoslovensku sa po novembrougch udalostiach stal prezidentom znédmy
dramatik Vaclav Havel (bguald hollywoodska herecka Shirley Temple Black po-
sobila u nds uz niekolko mesiacouv pred pddom komunizmu ako velvyslankyna
USA). Na postoch ponovembrougch ¢eskoslovenskgch veluyslancov vo Wash-
ingtone sa striedaju byuali disidenti a blizki spolupracounici prezidenta Havla
- Rita Klimouvd a Michael Zantousky.

V pruygch porevolu¢ngch mesiacoch prislo na Slouvensko viacero jednotlivcou
i delegdcii krajanskych organizdcii z USA, napriklad zo Slovenskej ligy v Ame-
rike, Pruej katolickej slovenskej jednoty, ako aj delegdcia Demokratickej strany
z USA pod vedenim Martina Kvetka, na podnet ktorej sa u nds obnouvila
Demokratickd strana. Prind$a ako dar képiu Pittsburskej zmluvy. Zavital k nam
aj predstavitel Suetouého kongresu Sloudkou reverend Dusan Toéth.
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and the removal of the communication barrier with the democratic world. For-
mer dissidents and university students were taking key positions and articulat-
ing the interests of the free country, also during the first flights to America that
took part even before his arrival.

America was fascinated by the non-violent fall of the communist regimes in the
Eastern Europe and the end of the Cold War. A willingness to lend a helping hand
was demonstrated not only by members of George H. W. Bush’s administration,
but also by numerous educational, cultural, business, religious, expat and non-
governmental organizations and the common people. The Slovak and Czech ex-
patriates were enthusiastic to help both individually and through their orga-
nizations in the process of transforming their former motherland, or the moth-
erland or their ancestors, by providing material or financial help, and by open-
ing new doors and establishing contacts.

After the events of November, the well-known dramatist Vaclav Havel became
president of Czechoslovakia (the former Hollywood actress Shirley Temple Black
had been arrived in Prague as the U.S. ambassador several months before the
fall of communism). The office of post-Nouvember Czechoslouak ambassador in
Washington was taken in turns by former dissidents and close collaborators of
President Havel - Rita Klimovd and Michael Zantousky.

During the first post-revolution months, Slovakia was visited by several indi-
viduals and delegations representing expat organizations, such as the Slovak
League of Americq, the First Catholic Slouvak Union, as well as a delegation of
the U.S. Democratic Party led by Martin Kvetko, which prompted the revival of
the Democratic party in Czechoslouakia. The delegation brought, as a gift, a copy
of the Pittsburgh Treaty. Another visitor was Reverend Dusan To6th, the repre-
sentative of the Slovak World Congress.

Soon after the democratic changes, both Prague and Bratislava saw the arrival
of representatives of American grant organizations, such as the Open Society
Institute, Mott Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Ford Foundation, National
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Festive opening of the
American consulate in
Bratislava on May 27, 1991.
Pictured from left to right:
Senator Claiborne Pell,
Ambassador Shirley Temple
Black, Prime Minister

Jan Carnogursky, Foreign
Minister Jifi Dientshier
and U.S. Consul Paul Hacker.
Photograph: archive

of the American Embassy

in Bratislava

Opening of the U.S.
Consulate in Bratislava on
May 27, 1991. Pictured from
left to right: John Hvasta,
Mrs. Nuala Pell, Chairman
of the Slovak League in
America Daniel Tanzone,
Senator Claiborne Pell and
Ambassador Shirley Temple
Black. Photograph: archive
of the American Embassy in
Bratislava

Slavnostné otvorenie
amerického konzulatu

v Bratislave 27. maja 1991.
Zlava sendtor C. Pell,
velvyslankyna S. T. Black,
premiér J. Carnogursky,
minister J. Dientsbier

a konzul P. Hacker.

Foto: archiv americkej
ambasddy v Bratislave

Z otvorenia konzulatu

v Bratislave 27. m&ja 1991.
Zlava J. Hvasta, pani Pellova,
predseda Slovenskej ligy

v Amerike D. Tanzone, senator
C. Pell a velvyslankyna S.T.
Black. Foto: archiv americkej
ambasddy v Bratislave

Coskoro po demokratizaényjch zmendch prisli do Prahy i Bratislavy predsta-

vitelia americkych grantovgch organizdcii, napriklad Open Society Institute,
Mott Foundation, Rockeffeller Brothers Fund, Ford Foundation, National En-
dowment for Democracy, Foundation for a Civil Society, ku ktorgm sa neskor
pridali National Democratic Institute, International Republican Institute, Ger-
man Marshall Fund of the United States, International Youth Foundation, Part-
ners for Democratic Change a dalsi. Promptne zareagouali na novt situdciu
a volanie po pomoci pri budovani otuorenej, demokratickej spolo¢nosti a “nd-
vrate do Eurépy”. Stkromni a vlddni donori, univerzity a rézne mimouvlddne or-
ganizdcie ndm v tychto zlomouvych dobdch i nadchddzajicich rokoch poskytli
zdsadnu finan¢nd, materidlnu a ludskt pomoc. Pomohli ndm pri tuorbe nouych
organizdcii, aliancii a fér, ktoré mali rozhodujtci uplyu na vznik ob¢ianskej
spolo¢nosti a novej sprduy veci verejngch na Slovensku. Této oblast americke;j
pomoci bude predmetom samostatnej publikdcie.

Prelomovej a uvskutku historickej ndustevy USA vedenej prezidentom Hauvlom
vo februdri 1990 sa zucastnili i slovenski lidri NeZnej revoltcie, medzi ingmi Jdn
Buddqj, Milan Knazko, Miroslav Kusy, Eugen Gindl, FrantiSek Miklosko, Martin
Butora a za slovenskych studentou Svetoslav Bombik a Boris Stre¢ansky.

Slovenski Studenti nadSeni z reakcie USA na NeZznu revoltciu presuvedcili vede-
nie Ministerstua $kolstua SR, aby vyslalo cez ocedn delegdciu, ktord by pred-
stavila Slovensko a ziskala prué stipendid. Desat¢lennyj tim zdstupcou $tudentov,
pedagdégou a zamestnancov ministerstua sa vydal v aprili 1990 na turné po vlad-
nych institicidch, univerzitdch a krajanskych organizdcidch. Skupine pritom
podal pomocnt ruku David P. Daniel, John Huasta a mnohi dal$i krajania.
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Endowment for Democracy, and Foundation for a Civil Society, which were later
joined by the National Democratic Institute, International Republican Institute,
German Marshall Fund of the United States, International Youth Foundation,
Partners for Democratic Change, and others. They were quick to react to the new
situation and the call for help in building an open, democratic society and “re-
turning to Europe”. The private and government donors, universities and differ-
ent non-governmental organizations provided invaluable financial, material and
human help at this turning point in time and in the years that followed. They
helped us form new organizations, alliances and forums that had a crucial im-
pact on the formation of civil society and new public service in Slovakia. This
part of the American help will be the subject of an independent publication.

In February 1990, a truly breakthrough historic visit to America was led by Pres-
ident Havel. Among the participants were also the Slouak leaders of the Veluvet
Revolution, such as Jdn Budaj, Milan Kniazko, Miroslav Kusy, Eugen Gindl, Fran-
tiSek Miklosko, Martin Buatora, and the Slovak students Svetoslav Bombik and
Boris Stre¢ansky.

The Slouak students, enthusiastic about the U.S. reaction to the Velvet Revolu-
tion, persuaded the leaders of the Ministry of Education of the SR to send a dele-
gation across the ocean to present Slouakia and obtain the first scholarships. In
April 1990, a team of ten student representatives, tutors and ministry employees
embarked on a tour of government institutions, universities, and expat organi-
zations. David P. Daniel, John Huasta, and many other expatriates lent them a hel-
ping hand.

In the beginning of May 1990, a Slouak delegation of about fifty politicians and
representatives of political and social life flew to Canada and the USA. It was led
by the Chairman of the Federal Assembly Alexander Dubcek, Chairman of the Slo-
vak National Council Rudolf Schuster and the Prime Minister of the Slouvak Repub-
lic Milan Ci¢. In Canada, the delegation took part in a meeting of the Slovak World
Congress. In the USA, they met our expatriates in the holiday resort Mount Airy
Lodge in Pennsyluania, built by their fellow-countryman Emil Vagner. Before re-
turning back, the large Slovak group also visited New York and UN headquarters.

In May, one month before the first free parliamentary elections, a delegation con-
sisting of the leaders of Public Against Violence Jan Budaj, Milan Kiiazko and the
hero of the Prague Spring Alexander Dubcek visited Washington with the sup-
port of the National Endowment for Democracy. Besides for conducting negoti-
ations in the U.S. Congress, the Slovak representatives were also received by
Secretary of State James Baker.

After the elections in June 1990, Vladimir Meciar became the Prime Minister and
Milan Kniazko became a minister at the newly constituted Ministry of Interna-
tional Relations (August 1990).
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Zaciatkom mdja 1990 odletela do Kanady a USA asi pdatdesiat¢lennd slovenska
delegdcia zlozend z politikou a predstavitelov politického a spolo¢enského Zi-
vota. Na jej &ele boli predseda Federdlneho zhromazdenia CSFR Alexander
Dubcek, predseda Slovenskej ndrodnej rady Rudolf Schuster a predseda vlady
Slovenskej republiky Milan Ci¢. V Kanade sa zt¢astnila na zasadnuti Suetového
Kongresu Sloudkou. V USA sa stretla s krajanmi v zndmom rekrea¢nom stre-
disku Mount Airy Lodge v Pensyludnii, ktoré vybudoual krajan Emil Vagner. Pred
odletom pocetnd slovenskd skupina navstivila eSte New York a sidlo OSN.

Za pomoci National Endowment for Democracy absolvovala v mdji, mesiac pred
prugmi slobodngmi parlamentngymi volbami, vo Washingtone bohaty program
delegdcia lidrou Verejnosti proti nésiliu v zloZeni Jédn Budaj, Milan Kiiazko a hr-
dina Prazskej jari Alexander Dubcek. Okrem rokovani v Kongrese prijal sloven-
skych predstavitelov i minister zahrani¢nych veci James Baker.

Po jinouych volbdch v roku 1990 sa na Slovensku stal premiérom Vladimir
Meciar a ministrom novoutvoreného ministerstua medzindrodngch vztahov (au-
gust 1990) Milan Kniazko.

Zacatie cinnosti konzulatu a ministerstva
medzinarodnych vztahov SR

P. Hacker tradoval po prichode do Bra-
tislavy doc¢asne v hoteli Devin a po niekolko mesac¢nej renouvdcii pévodnej bu-
douy konzuldtu ho pripravil na sldéunostné otvorenie. Aby bolo historickej spra-
vodlivosti urobené zadost, 27. mdja 1991 sa na sld@unostnom akte zticastnil ako
¢estny host sendtor Claiborne Pell, ktorg musel pred Styridsiatimi rokmi ttito bu-
dovuu nutene opustit. Vzdcneho hosta z Washingtonu sprevddzala veluyslankyna
USA Shirley Temple Black a minister zahrani¢nych veci Ceskoslovenskej federd-
cie Jiti Dientsbier. Za Slovenskti ndrodnu radu bol pritomng jej predseda Fran-
tiSek Miklosko a slovenskt vlddu reprezentoval na otvoreni konzuldtu ¢erstvo
vymenouvany premiér Jan Carnogursky (stdl na ¢ele vlddy utvorenej po vyslo-
veni nedévery V. Meciarovi od aprila 1991 do juna 1992) a minister medzindrod-
nych vztahov Pavol Demes, ktory vystriedal na tomto poste M. Kniazka.

Maly tim amerického konzuldtu zacal v provizérnych podmienkach mnoZstvo
aktivit, stivisiacich s velkym zdujmom o spoluprdcu s USA. Okrem konzuldrnej
agendy sa sustredoval na informouvanie o Spojenych Stdtoch, oblast §kolstuaq,
kultiry rozvoj obc¢ianskych aktivit. UZ v oktébri 1991 bola v budouve konzuldatu
otuorend pre verejnost kniznica USIS - United States Information Service, ktory
viedla Beth Richie Poisson (dnes informa¢né, vgmenné a vzdelduacie programy
poskytuje ambasdda a tri InfoUSA centrd v Kosiciach, Banskej Bystrici a Bratislave).
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Il Cormencement of activity of the consulate

and Mlinistry of International Relations of the SR

After arriving in Bratislava, Paul Hacker
temporarily carried out his activity from Hotel Devin. After several months of
reconstruction work, the original building of the consulate was ready to be re-
opened. To obtain historic satisfaction, on May 27, 1991, Senator Claiborne Pell,
who was forced to leave the consulate several months after he opened it, took
part in the festivities as a guest of honor. The honored guest from Washington
was accompanied by the U.S. ambassador Shirley Temple Black and the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the Czechoslovak Federation Jiri Dientsbier. At the open-
ing ceremony, the Slouvak National Council was represented by its Chairman
Frantisek Miklosko and the Slouvak government by the newly appointed Prime
Minister Jan Carnogursky (he headed the government formed after the vote of
no confidence in Vladimir Mec¢iar, from April 1991 until June 1992) and the Min-
ister of International Relations Pavol Demes, who had replaced Milan Kniazko.

In the makeshift premises, the small team at the American Consulate began de-
veloping a number of activities as the interest in cooperation with the USA was
immense. Besides the normal agendq, they also focused on providing information
about the United States. As soon as in October 1991, in the consulate building
a public USIS (United States Information Service) library was opened led by Beth
Richie Poisson (today, the exchange and educational programs are organized by
the embassy and three InfoUSA centers in KoSice, Banskd Bystrica and Bratislava).
In January 1992, Patricia Lerner came to Bratislava to open and lead (until 1996)
the office of the US Agency for International Development- USAID (the agency
terminated its activities in 2003). The Fulbright Commission for Educational Ex-
change (still active today) played an invaluable role in forming the new scientific
and research base of Slouakia. The committee helped organize the studies of dozens
of talented professionals. Leighton Klevana who opened and led the Bratislava
branch of the Czech and Slovak American Enterprise Fund did an outstanding job
in cultivating the new entrepreneurial environment and economic cooperation.
The consulate also helped organize trips of numerous Americans to Slovakia,
whether as a part of governmental programs, such as the American Peace Corps,
or volunteer programs focusing on teaching English such as Education for
Democracy USA coordinated by Ann Gardner of Mobile, Alabama, and Students
for Czechoslouakia led by Georgetown University students Anne Clunan and
David Catania.

At that time, the most important official American visit to Slovakia was by the
U.S. Vice President Dan Quayle at the East-West Summit in Bardejou in June 1991,
organized by the New York based Institute for EastWest Studies. During this sum-
mit, Quayle met with the Chairman of the Slovak National Council FrantiSek
Miklogko and the Slovak Prime Minister Jén Carnogursky.
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President George H.W. Bush
receives in the White House
the Slovak Minister of
International Relations

Pavol Demes, a member of the
delegation of President of
Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel
in October 1991. Photograph:
The White House

Prezident G. Bush prijima

v Bielom dome ministra
medzindrodnych vztahov SR
P. Demesa ako clena delegacie
prezidenta Ceskoslovenska

V. Havla v okt6bri 1991.

Foto: Biely dom

V janudri 1992 prichddza do Bratislavy Patricia Lerner, aby otvorila a az do roku
1996 viedla klu¢out organizdciu americkej vladnej pomoci - USAID (agentira
definitivne ukoncila svoju ¢innost az v roku 2003). Neocenitelnt tlohu pri vy-
tudrani novej vedecko-vgskumnej zdkladne demokratickej krajiny zohrala Ful-
brightoua komisia pre vzdelduacie vgmeny (je aktivna dodnes), prostrednictuom
ktorej absoluouali §tudijné pobyty desiatky talentovanych odbornikov. Pri kul-
tivdcii nového podnikatelského prostredia a ekonomickej spoluprdce urobil zd-
sluznu prdcu Leighton Klevana, ktory otvoril a viedol bratislavuskii poboc¢ku
Czech and Slovak American Enterprise Fund.

Konzuldt bol ndpomocny i pri prichode mnozstuva Ameri¢anouv na Slovensko, ¢i
uz v rdmci vlddnych programou, akgymi boli Americké mierové zbory - Peace
Corps alebo dobrovolnicke programy zamerané na vjucbu angli¢tiny - Educa-
tion for Democracy/ USA, ktorg koordinovala Ann Gardner z Mobile v Stdte
Alabama a Students for Czechoslouakia, ktory viedli studenti z Georgtown Uni-
versity Anne Clunan a David Catania.

Najugznamnej$ou americkou vlddnou ndustevou Slovenska v tomto obdobi bola
ucast viceprezidenta USA Dana Quayleho na Summite Vijchod - Zdpad v Barde-
joue v juni 1991, ktorého hlaungym organizdtorom bol Institute for EastWest Stu-
dies z New Yorku. Pocas tohto podujatia sa D. Quayle stretol aj s predsedom
Slovenskej ndrodnej rady FrantiSkom MikloSkom a predsedom vlddy SR Jdnom
Carnogurskym.

V juli 1991 odcestoual na pracount cestu do USA a Kanady minister priemyslu
Carnogurského vlddy Jan Hol&ik, aby sa popri po&etngch rokovaniach s pred-
stavitelmi ekonomickych a politickgch kruhouv stretol i so zndmym zahranic-
nopolitickym stratégom Zbigniewom Brzezinskim. O tejto ceste, urdtane roz-
hovorou o budticnosti Cesko-Slovenska minister Hol&ik ptitavo pige vo svojej au-
tobiograficky ladenej kniznej publikdcii Bol som pri tom, ktord vysla v roku 2009.
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In July 1991, Jén Hol&ik, minister of Industry in the Carnogursky administration,
went on a business trip to the USA and Canada, where he conducted numerous
negotiations with the representatives of economic and political organizations
and met with the renowned political scientist and geostrategist Zbigniew Brze-
zinsKi. Hol¢ik described his journey and the talks about the future of Czechoslo-
vakia in his autobiography Being There, which was published in 2009.

In October 1991, Pavol Demes, the Slouvak minister of International relations was
part of a delegation led by the president of the CSFR, Vaclav Havel, who was re-
ceived by President Bush. This was the first time when an official representative
of the Slouvak government was received at the White House. By doing so, the
American administration tried to react to the ongoing dialogue about compe-
tences within the then Czechoslovakia. Besides for that, Demes also visited the
U.S. alone twice.

After the parliamentary elections in June 19992, the post of prime minister was
again taken by Vladimir Meciar and that of minister of international relations
by Milan Knazko. In the Czech Republic, Véclav Klaus became the new domi-
nant political figure. As it turned out, these politicians steered developments to-
wards the end of the common state of Czechs and Slouaks.

In summer of 1992, when heated debates about the future of Czechoslovakia
were taking place, the prominent Senators George J. Mitchell (leader of the De-
mocrat Senate Majority Leader) and Claiborne Pell paid a visit to Bratislava.
We have learned from the memoirs of Paul Hacker, that Senator Pell, unlike the
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Festive opening of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia. Left to
right: Chargé d' Affaires Paul
Hacker, Slovak Parliament
Foreign Affairs Committee
Chairman Ivan Laluha and
Slovak Foreign Minister Milan
Knazko. Photograph: TASR

Slavnostné otvorenie
velvyslanectva USA na
Slovensku. Zlava chargé
d “affaires P. Hacker,
predseda zahrani¢ného
vyboru parlamentu SR
I. Laluha a minister
zahranicnych veci SR

M. Knazko. Foto: TASR

V okt6bri 1991 bol v uZsej delegdcii prezidenta CSFR V. Havla, ktort prijal prezi-
dent Bush, i predstavitel slovenskej vlddy - minister medzindrodnych vztahou
P. Demes. Po pruy raz tak oficidlne prijali predstavitela slovenskej vldady v Bielom
dome, ¢im sa americkd administrativa snazila reagovat na prebiehajtci dialég
o kompetencidch v rdmci Cesko-Slovenska. Okrem toho P Demes uskuto¢nil dve
samostatné ndusteuvy USA.

Po junouych parlamentnych volbdch v roku 1992 sa do kresla premiéra SR opdt
vracia V. Meéiar a na post ministra medzindrodnyjch vztahouv M. KiiaZzko. V Ces-
kej republike sa dominantnou politickou postavou stal Véaclav Klaus. Ukdzalo sq,
Ze tito politici nasmerovali vjuoj k ukonéeniu spolo¢ného $tatu Cechou a Slovdkouv.
V lete 1992, teda v ¢ase vasnivych diskusii o budiicom osude Cesko-Slovenska,
navstivili Bratislavu prominentni sendtori George J. Mitchell (vodca demokra-
tickej vacsiny v Sendite) a sendtor C. Pell. Z memodrou P Hackera sa dozveddme,
ze sendtor Pell, na rozdiel od oficidlnej politiky USA, unimal s porozumenim
emancipacné usilie Slovenska.

Na jesen 1992 navstivil Washington vo funkcii predsedu Federdlneho zhromaz-
denia Ceskoslovenskej federatiunej republiky Michal Kouaé a rokouval s ame-
rickgmi predstavitelmi aj o perspektivach vztahou a spoluprdce medzi Slovenskom
a USA po bliziacom sa rozdeleni federdcie.

V tomto prelomovom obdobi uz poésobil na ¢ele americkej ambasédy v Prahe
Adrian Basoraq, ktorg na jar 1992 vystriedal veluyslankynu Shirley Temple Black.

Z generalneho konzulatu velvyslanectvo

Pri poc¢iato¢nom rozbehu aktivit konzu-
latu mdlokto rdtal s tym, Ze Ceskoslovensko sa rozdeli. Washington sa v ¢asoch
bolesti spojenych s delenim Juhosldvie a Sovietskeho zvdzu prikldanal k udrzaniu
federdcie, pricom sa snazil zohladriovat pri svojej politike a praktickej pomoci
$pecifické podmienky a poziadauvky Slovenska. Vjuoj vsak nabral rgchly spad
a v janudri 1993 doslo k pokojnému a tstavnému rozdeleniu Cesko-Slovenska
na dvua samostatné $taty. USA boli medzi prugmi, ktori uznali samostatnost
Slovenska, ked 1. janudra doslo diplomatickou cestou k vgmene listin medzi
prezidentom USA G. Bushom a predsedom vlddy SR a zastupujiicim prezidentom
Vladimirom Meciarom. Ministerstuo medzindrodnygch vztahou sa transformo-
valo pod vedenim M. Kniazka na Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci SR. Za pruého
prezidenta samostatnej Slovenskej republiky zvolili 2. marca Michala Kovdca
- bgualého predsedu ¢esko-slovenského parlamentu, v ktorom doslo k politic-
kému rozhodnutiu o ukonc¢eni spolo¢ného statu.
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official U.S. Administration, viewed the emancipation effort of Slovakia with
sympathy.

In the autumn of 1992, Michal Koudc, then chairman of the Federal Assembly of
the Czechoslovak Federative Republic, visited Washington to negotiate with
American officials about future relationships and cooperation between Slovakia
and the USA after the upcoming division of the federation.

In these changing times, the American Embassy in Prague was headed by Adrian
Basora, who had replaced Ambassador Shirley Temple Black in the spring of 1992.

The consulate general turns into an embassy

When the consulate was starting its ac-
tivities, few had expected that Czechoslovakia was going to be divided. After the
painful division of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union, Washington would have pre-
ferred the preservation of the federation, striving to take into account in its poli-
tics and practical aid the specifics and requirements of Slovakia. The deuvelop-
ments, however, took a much faster pace, and in January 1993 Czechoslovakia
was peacefully divided into two independent states. The United States was
among the first countries to acknowledge the independence of Slovakia when,
on January 1, diplomatic documents were signed by U.S. President George Bush
and Slovak Prime Minister and Acting President Vladimir Meciar. Headed by
Milan Krniazko, the Ministry of International Relations was transformed into the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the now fully sovereign Slovak Republic. Michal
Koudcg, the former chairman of the Czechoslouak Parliament, which adopted the
political resolution to divide the common state, was elected the first President of
the independent Slovak Republic on March 2.

The well operating U.S. General Consulate in Bratislava underwent a smooth tran-
sition into an embassy and Consul General Paul Hacker became chargé d'affaires.
The USAID and USIS programs were expanded and gained a second wind. (In
February 1995, the growing American embassy hired the next-door building from
the Ministry of Culture of the SR. USAID also obtained new premises nearby).

At the beginning of July 1993, Slouak President Michal Kovd¢ received Paul
Hacker in order to officially end his mission in Slovakia. Paul Hacker turned his
office over to Eleanor Sutter who, as chargé d'affaires with good knowledge of
Slovak prepared everything for the arrival of the first U.S. ambassador to Slo-
vakia. Theodore Russell assumed the position of ambassador in December 1993.
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Rozlickova navsteva

chargé d “affaires P. Hackera
u premiéra SR V. Meciara
vjali 1993. Foto: TASR

The farewell call of chargé
d" affaires Paul Hacker on
Slovak Prime Minister
Vladimir Meciar in early July
1993. Photograph: TASR

Dobre rozbehnuty generdlny konzuldt USA v Bratislave sa hladko meni na
velvuyslanectvo a generdlny konzul Paul Hacker sa stdua chargé d “affaires. Pro-
gramy USAID a USIS sa rozsiruja a naberaja novy dych. (Vo februdri 1995 si
rozrastajuca sa americkd ambasdda prenajala od Ministerstua kultiry SR
susednu budovu. I USAID malo nedaleko samostatné priestory).

Zaciatkom jula 1993 prijal slovensky prezident Michal Kovd¢ Paula Hackera
v suvislosti s ukon¢enim jeho pdsobenia na Slovensku. Ten odouzdal Stafetu
Eleanor Sutter, ktord ako chargé d “affaires s dobrou znalostou slovenciny, pri-
pravila pédu pre prichod pruého velvyslanca USA na Slovensku. Nim sa stal
Theodore Russell a funkcie veluyslanca sa ujal v decembri 1993.

V pruom roku nezdvislosti na Slovensko prichddzaja predstavitelia amerického
politického, vojenského a podnikatelského Zivota, aby spoznali novt krajinu
v strednej Eurépe a zacali s niou bilaterdlnu spoluprdcu. Rozbehla sa aj spo-
luprdca v akademickej, kultirnej a mimouvldadnej oblasti.

Americky minister zahrani¢nych veci poslal v marci svojho osobitného poradcu
Roberta L. Hutchingsa, ktoryg rokoval s nasimi predstavitelmi o novom rédmci
bilaterdlnych vztahouv. V lete k nédm prisli dve vgznamné vojenské ndustevy -
hlauny velitel spojeneckych sil NATO v Eur6pe generdl John Shalikashvili a vo-
jenska delegdcia USA vedend generdlom Thomasom J. Lennonom, riaditelom
programu vojenskej pomoci krajindm strednej a vgchodnej Eurépy, aby roko-
vali o priprave Slovenska na vstup do programu Partnerstuo pre mier. Ndausteva

generdla Colina Powellq, vtedajSieho ndcelnika generdlneho $tébu a neskorsieho
ministra zahrani¢ngch veci USA, v juni 1993 bola vjznamnym impulzom v po-
siliovani spoluprdce medzi nasimi ozbrojenymi silami.
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In the first year of its independence, Slovakia was visited by countless repre-
sentatives of American political, military, and business life willing to learn about
the new Central European country and commence bilateral cooperation. Coop-
eration was also continuing in academic, cultural and non-governmental areas.

In March, the U.S. secretary of state sent his special advisor Robert L. Hutchings
to negotiate the new bilateral relationship framework with the Slovak adminis-
tration. In summer, there were two important military visits - by the Supreme Al-
lied Commander of NATO in Europe General John Shalikashvili and by a military
U.S. delegation led by General Thomas J. Lennon, head of the military aid pro-
gram for the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, who came to talk about
preparing Slouakia to join the Partnership for Peace program. The visit of Colin
Powsell, the then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and later secretary of state,
in June 1993, became an important impulse for the development of cooperation
between our military forces.

Cooperation commences on the parliamentary level too. Upon the invitation of
the Chairman of the National Council of the SR, in July 1993 Slovakia was visited
by a group of U.S. congressmen led by Martin Frost and, in December, by a del-
egation of the U.S. Congress led by Charlie Rose.

In June 1993, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter came to Bratislava for an un-
official visit. He was a personal guest of the then Prime Minister Meciar. Few
would have suspected that during the next five years, American presidents, both
current and former, would stay well clear of Bratislava in order to avoid the au-
tocratic Slovak prime minister.
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Initial call by the new U.S.
chargé d' affaires Eleanor
Sutter on Slovak President
Michal Kovacin July 1993.
Photograph: TASR

Prijatie novej chargé

d “affaires Eleanor Sutter
u prezidenta SR M. Kovaca
vjali 1993. Foto: TASR

Zacala sa aj spoluprdca na parlamentnej irovni. Na pozvanie predsedu Ndrod-
nej rady SR navstivila v juli 1993 Slovensko skupina poslancov Kongresu USA ve-
dend Martinom Frostom a v decembri delegdcia Kongresu USA vedend Charliem
Roseom.

V juni 1993 zavital do Bratislavy na neoficidlnu ndustevu bjualy prezident USA
Jimmy Carter. Bol osobngm hostom vtedajSieho premiéra V. Meciara. Mdlokto
vtedy tusil, Ze pocas dalsich piatich rokov sa buda americki prezidenti - bjuali,
¢i aktudlni - oblikom vyhygbat Bratislave, aby nestretli autokratického sloven-
ského premiéra.

V ekonomickej oblasti sa buduje nouvd zmluund zdkladna a 27. oktébra 1993 za-
¢ina svoju ¢innost Americkd obchodnd komora, ktord je velmi aktivna dodnes
(od roku 2000 je jej vgkonnym riaditelom Jake Slegers).

Z ndavstev slovenskych predstavitelouv v USA v pruom roku samostatnosti treba
spomenut najmd historicky pruu cestu slovenského prezidenta do USA. Prezi-
dent M. Koudc¢ sa v aprili 1993 ztcastnil vo Washingtone na otuvoreni Muzea
holokaustu. Stretol sa s prezidentom Billom Clintonom a dal§imi predstavitelmi
americkej administrativy a Kongresu, ako aj krajanskou komunitou a ekono-
mickymi kruhmi. Nezanedbatelnt ulohu v optimalizdcii vztahou s novgm
demokratickym Slovenskom zohrali popredné Zidouské organizdcie v USA -
American Jewish Congress a B “Nai Brith.

Pri realizdcii tejto cesty pomdhal prug slovensky chargé d “affaires Milan Erban,
ktory posobil v skromnych kanceldrskych priestoroch, kedZe pévodnd budova
Cesko-Slovenskej ambasddy pripadla Ceskej republike. Vo funkcii ho v juni vy-
striedal Peter Burian (dnesny veluyslanec SR v USA), ktorg v marci 1994 odouvz-
dal Stafetu pruému slovenskému veluyslancovi v Spojenych stGtoch Branislavovi
Lichardusovi, medzindrodne uznduanému vedcovi v oblasti mediciny.

V mdji 1993 navstivil Washington premiér V. Meciar, ktory sa tu stretol s vi-
ceprezidentom Al Gorom a rokoual s vedicimi predstavitelmi Kongresu USA.
Uskutoc¢nil sa aj hiring alebo vypocutie V. Meciara o stave demokracie na Sloven-
sku v zahrani¢nom vgbore Snemoune reprezentantov, ktoré viedol kongresman
Tom Lantos. Predstavitelia USA jasne zdoraznili, Ze maji zdujem o dobré vztahy
so Slovenskom - za podmienky posiltiovania a fungovania demokratickych in-
Stitdcii.
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In the economic area, a new contractual basis was being created and, on Octo-
ber 27, 1993, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce commenced its activity, which con-
tinues to this day (since 2000 Jake Slegers has been its Managing Director).

Among the visits of Slouak representatives in the USA during the first year of our
independence we should mention in particular the first visit of the Slovak presi-
dent. In April 1993, President Koud&c¢ participated in the opening of the Holocaust
Museum in Washington. He met with President Bill Clinton and other represen-
tatives of the U.S. administration and Congress as well as with Slovak expats
and economic community members. Leading U.S. Jewish organizations, the
American Jewish Congress and B'nai B'rith, have also played an important role
in optimizing the relationship with the new democratic Slovakia.

The first Slovak chargé d'affaires Milan Erban helped organize this visit. At that
time, he worked in very modest conditions because the original building of the
Czechoslovak embassy was taken by the Czech Republic. He was replaced in
his office by Peter Burian (the current Slovak ambassador to the USA), who in
March 1994 turned his office over to the first Slovak ambassador to the United
Sates - Branislav Lichardus - an internationally renowned medical expert.

In May 1993, Prime Minister Meciar visited Washington to meet Vice President Al
Gore and U.S. Congressional leaders. Meciar also discussed the state of democ-
racy in Slovakia with members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives led by Congressman Tom Lantos. The representatives of the
USA clearly stressed that they were interested in a good relationship with Slova-
kiq, provided that its democratic institutions continue functioning and developing.

Zelena pre integracneé snazenie Slovenska

Slovensko si po poc¢iatonom vdhani zis-

kalo sympatie medzindrodného spolocenstua, vrdatane USA, a otvorilo si po pri-
jati do OSN a Rady Eurépy cestu do integra¢nygch zoskupeni, akgymi boli OECD,
EU a NATO. Prointegra¢ny program Meéiarovej vlddy nasiel Siroku podporu
v takmer celom politickom spektre mladej krajiny. To malo ndlezitti odozuu
u americkej administrativy, ktorej hlaungm cielom bola zjednotend a mierovd
Eurépa. Pruy velvyslanec USA na Slovensku Ted Russell (skdseny diplomat,
ktory spoznal Slovensko uz ako zdstupca veluyslankyne Shirley Temple Black
poc&as posobenia v Prahe) mal teda liniu suojho pésobenia nadrtnutta - pomoc
v reformdch a integrécia Slovenska do NATO a EU.
Tesne po jeho ndstupe do funkcie navstivili 9. janudra 1994 Bratislavu vedica
stdlej misie USA pri OSN a roddcka z Prahy Madeleine Albrightoud a predseda
zboru ndcelnikouv USA generdl John Shalikashvili, aby o tgchto témach hovorili
s najuyssimi predstavitelmi krajiny. Bolo to v predvecer historickej schodzky
prezidenta Billa Clintona s prezidentmi a predsedami vldd krajin Vysehradskej
Stuorky v Prahe 11. - 12. janudra 1994, ktord otvorila brdny pre rozsirouvanie
NATO. Prezident Clinton tieZ vyslovil podporu USA pre ekonomicku transfor-
mdciu, budovanie demokratickych instittucii a tvorbu vhodného prostredia pre
investicie a obchod v strednej Eurépe. Tu zaznela ddlezitd veta, ku ktorej sa
Clintonouva administrativa postupne prepracouvala - Ze nds vstup do NATO je
v rovine ,kedy”, nie ,¢i“. Slovensko tispesSne vstupilo do programu Partnerstuo
pre mier a zac¢alo sa pripravouvat na vstup do NATO.

First visit of a Slovak president Prvé prijatie prezidenta SR

to the White House. Pictured v Bielom dome. Zlava P. Demes,

from Left to right: Foreign poradca prezidenta SR,

. . . . Affairs Advisor to the Slovak prezident SR M. Kovac,

Green light for Slovakia's integration efforts President Pavol Demes, Slovak prezident USA B. Clinton,
President Michal Kovac, U.S. minister zahrani¢nych veci SR

President Bill Clinton, Slovak J. Moravcik. Foto: Biely dom

After initial hesitation, Slovakia was able  Foreign Minister Jozef Moravéik.
Photograph: The White House

to win sympathy of the international community, including the USA, and after
being admitted into the UN and the Council of Europe its path to other organi-
zations such as the OECD, EU, and NATO was opened. The pro-integration pro-
gram of the Meciar administration found extensive support across the entire
political spectrum of the young country. This went over well with the U.S. ad-
ministration, the main objective of which was a united and peaceful Europe. The
first U.S. ambassador to Slovakia Ted Russell (an experienced diplomat who got
to know Slovakia as a deputy chief of mission during the tenure of Ambassador
Shirley Temple Black in Prague) had a clear target - to help Slovakia in its reforms
and NATO and EU integration.
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Pd&r mesiacou po prazskom summite prijal v juni 1994 Bill Clinton v Bielom dome

svojich kolegou - prezidenta Michala Kouvéca a prezidenta Madarskej republiky
Arpdada Géncza, ktorgm EastWest Institute udelil na sldunosti v New Yorku
vgro¢nu cenu za prinos k medzindrodnému porozumeniu. Tato ndustevu uz
pripravoual ¢erstuvo menovany velvuyslanec SR v USA Branislav Lichardus, ktoryg
sa ujal funkcie v marci 1994.

Diia 12. aprila 1994 (hned po ndstupe do¢asnej Morauéikouvej ulddy, ktord truala
len do novembraq, ked sa opdt vracia k moci V. Metiar) navstivil Bratislavu

ndmestnik MZV USA Strobe Talbot. Ocenil, Ze zmena vlddy prebehla tstavnou
President Bill Clinton at

the Prague meeting with Prezident B. Clinton sa a demokratickou cestou a ubezpecil o podpore SR zo strany USA pri budovani
presidents of the V4 countries, vdioch 11. 2 12. 1. 1994 demokracie a pribliZovani sa k NATO cestou aktivneho zapojenia do programu
January 11-12, 1994. Pictured stretolv Prahe . . . . P . .
from left to right: Michal s prezidentmi krajin V-4. Partnerstua pre mier. V juni 1994 Ndrodnd rada SR schudlila obrannti doktrinu
Kovag, Lech Walesa, Bill Zlava M. Kovac, L. Walesa, SR, ktord zakotvila orientdciu SR na ¢lenstuo v NATO. Nougm stjlom vlddnutia
i Va H Arpa B. Clinton, V. Havel, . . . .. . . V < o
Eg:tcgnﬁhzfc?grasz?%srr? . A G;:CZnFoto.aTV:SR si SR ziskala sympatie administrativy i Kongresu USA, ¢o naslo pozitivny ohlas

Soon after he took office, on January 9, 1994, Bratislava was visited by the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations, a native of Prague, Madeleine Albright and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General John Shalikashvili in order to discuss
these topics with the top representatives of the country. This was on the eve of the
historical meeting of President Bill Clinton with the presidents and prime minis-
ters of the Visegrad four countries in Prague January 11-12, 1994, which paved the
way for NATO expansion. President Clinton also spoke about U.S. support of eco-
nomic transformation, building of democratic institutions, and the formation of a
suitable environment for investments and trade in Central Europe. Here, a very
important sentence was spoken by Clinton, which noted that our NATO admis-
sion was not a matter of “if” but “when”. Slovakia successfully joined the Part-
nership for Peace program and began preparing for admission to NATO.

A few months after the Prague summit, in June 1994, Bill Clinton received in the
White House his colleagues - the Slovak President Michal Koua¢, and the Hun-
garian President Arpad Géncz, who were awarded the annual prize for their con-
tribution to international understanding at an award ceremony in New York
organized by the East West Institute. This visit had been prepared by the newly
appointed Slovak ambassador to the USA Branislav Lichardus, who assumed
his post in March 1994.

On April 12, 1994 (immediately after the interim Morauv¢ik administration took of-
fice), Strobe Talbot, the acting U.S. secretary of state visited Bratislava. He ap-
preciated the fact that the government change was constitutional and demo-
cratic and assured Slouakia of continued U.S. support in building democracy
and getting ever closer to NATO accession using the active participation in the
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u inicidtorouv legislativy o podpore rozsirenia NATO, sendtorov Browna a Simona.

V auguste 1994 sa konali velkolepé oslavy pdtdesiateho vgrocia Slovenského
ndrodného poustania v Banskej Bystrici, na ktoré prisla i poc¢etnd delegdcia
z USA, vedend vyslankyrnou prezidenta B. Clintona M. Albrightouou. Jej pritom-
nost a vystupenia poodhalili pre nasu verejnost viaceré nepoznané skutoc¢nosti
o dejindch spoluprdce nasich krajin.

Cervena karta Viadimirovi Meciarovi
a jeho volebna porazka

Slubne sa rozbiehajtiicu spoluprdécu Slo-
venska s USA a demoKkratickou Eurépou zac¢ali narusouvat v rokoch 1994-1995
vnutropolitické problémy, stvisiace s autoritdrskymi praktikami premiéra V. Me-
Ciara. Ten si zacal upeuvniovat moc nedemokratickgmi krokmi v parlamente,
nezuycajne hrubym zdpasom s prezidentom republiky, snahou o kontrolu eko-
nomického prostredia, médii a ob&ianskych organizdcii. Predstavitelia EU a USA
vysielali od roku 1995 prué vdznejsie upozornenia o odklone od demokratickych
pravidiel, s mozngmi ndsledkami pre integra¢né snazenie.
Slovenskd diplomacia mala ¢oraz vdcsie problémy s presvied¢anim zahra-
ni¢nygch partnerouv o ochote nacuvat a budovat skutotne demokratickt Stdtnost.
Ministri zahrani¢nyjch veci sa striedaju ako na beziacom pdse, ked'ich v rokoch
1993-1998 bolo az pdt: M. Kiiazko a J. Moraucik v Meciarouvej vldde, E. Kukan
v marci az decembri 1994 v krdtkodobej Moraucikouvej vldde, J. Schenk, P Hamzik
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Partnership for Peace program. In June 1994, the National Council of the Slovak
Republic approuved the Doctrine of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic, in
which Slovakia's orientation towards NATO membership was embedded. The
U.S. administration and Congress appreciated the new governance style in Slo-
vakia that was also positively perceived by the initiators of the NATO expansion
legislation - Senators Brown and Simon.

In August 1994, a grand celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Slouak Na-
tional Uprising was held in Banskd Bystrica in attendance of a delegation from
the USA led by Bill Clinton's envoy along with Madeleine Albright. Her presence
and speeches disclosed several previously unknown facts about the history of co-
operation between our countries.

Red card for Viadimir VVeciar and his electoral defeat

In 1994 and 1995, the promising cooper-
ation between Slovakia and USA and democratic Europe began to be hampered
by internal political issues related to the authoritarian practices of Prime Minis-
ter Meciar. He began to reinforce his power by taking undemocratic steps in the
parliament, by an unusually fractious struggle with the president, and an effort
to seize control of the economy, media, and civic organizations. In 1995, repre-
sentatives of the EU and the USA began sending to Slouakia the first serious
warnings pointing out the diversion from democratic principles and the possible
consequences for our integration efforts.

For Slovak diplomacy it was increasingly difficult to persuade foreign partners
about our willingness to listen and actually build a democratic state. Slovak for-
eign ministers did not last long in office during this time. From 1993 until 1998,
there were five of them: Milan Kniazko and Jozef Moravucik in the Meciar admin-
istration, Eduard Kukan from March until December 1994 in the interim Moraucik
administration, and finally Juraj Schenk, Pavol Hamzik, and Zdenka Kramploud
in the last Meciar administration. The U.S. Embassy in Slovakia began operating
in an increasingly difficult environment. Due to its criticism of political practices
and support of democratic powers and civic society, the Mec¢iar administration
had often accused it of illegal interference with the internal affairs of our young
state and use of double standards.

At the same time, the U.S. administration highly appreciated the signing of the
Basic Agreement between Slouvakia and Hungary, as the Slouvak Foreign Minis-
ter Juraj Schenk was told during his visit of USA in March 1995. During this visit,
he mainly spoke with Benjamin Gilman, Chairman of the House International
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Prezident B. Clinton na
rokovani so slovenskou
delegdciou vedenou
prezidentom M. Kovacom na
velvyslanectve USA v Prahe
11. 1. 1994. Foto: TASR

President Bill Clinton
during negotiations with
the Slovak delegation led
by President Michal Kovac
atthe U.S. Embassy in
Prague on January 11, 1994.
Photograph: TASR

a Z. Kramploud v poslednej Meciarovej vldde. Americkd ambasdda na Sloven-
sku zacala operovat v nestandardnom prostredi. Pre jej kritiku politickgch prak-
tik a podporu demokratickych sil a ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti je Casto vlddou V. Me-
¢iara obuviniovand z nedovoleného zasahovania do vnitornych zdleZitosti mladého
Stdtu a pouzivania dvojakého metra.

Zdaroven americkd administrativa v tomto obdobi vysoko ocenila podpis Zdklad-
nej zmluvy medzi SR a Madarskom, o ¢om sa mohol presved¢it v marci 1995
minister zahrani¢nygch veci SR Juraj Schenk poc¢as nédustevy USA. S predsedom
zahrani¢ného vgboru Snemoune reprezentantov Benjaminom Gilmanom roko-
val najmd o integrdcii SR do NATO. Minister obrany SR Jdn Sitek mesiac na to
musel pocas stretnutia s osobitngm poradcom prezidenta Danielom Friedom
hovorit nielen o ambicidch vstupu do NATO, ale aj objastiovat stav demokracie
na Slovensku. Tieto témy rezonouvali aj pocas septembrovej ndGustevy ministra
obrany USA Williama Perryho v Bratislave.

Prezident Michal Koudc, ktoryg zacal vystupouvat voc¢i nedemokratickym prak-
tikém vldady, poukazujuc na vézne zahrani¢nopolitické désledky pre krajinu, si
vyslazil v USA vysoky kredit. V auguste 1995 mu Americkd prdunickd komora
udelila v Chicagu Cenu za budouvanie prduneho statu. Vo Washingtone ho prijal
viceprezident Al Gore. V oktébri toho istého roku prezident M. Koudac opdit nav-
§tivil USA. Okrem ti¢asti na oslavdch 50. vgroc¢ia vzniku OSN v New Yorku spolu
s ¢eskym prezidentom Vdaclavom Havlom a americkym prezidentom Billom
Clintonom otvorili Cesko-Slovenské mtzeum a kniZznicu v Cedar Rapids, v §tate
Iowa. Aj pri tejto prilezitosti prezident Clinton vyslovil verejne obdiv usiliu prezi-

denta M. Koudéa, ale i obauy z vguoja na Slovensku.
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Relations (Foreign Affairs since 2007) Committee, about Slouakia's NATO acces-
sion. One month later, Jan Sitek, Slouvak Secretary of Defense, during his meeting
with the President's special advisor Daniel Fried spoke not just about Slovakia's
ambition to join NATO, he also had to explain the state of democracy in Slovakia.
These and similar topics were discussed also during the September visit of Wil-
liam Perry, U.S. Secretary of Defense, in Bratislava.

President Michal Koud¢ who began to oppose the undemocratic practices of the
Meciar government, in pointing out the severe political consequences for the
country, gained much credit with the USA. In August 1995, the American Bar As-
sociation awarded him its Rule of Law Award in Chicago for his efforts to pro-
mote a stable democratic state. In Washington D.C., he was received by Vice
President Al Gore. In October 1995, President Kovdc visited the USA again. Be-
sides for taking part in the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the UN forma-
tion in New York, he and the Czech President Véclav Havel and U.S. President Bill
Clinton opened a Czechoslovak museum and library in Cedar Rapids, lowa. At
this occasion, President Clinton publically recognized President Kouac's efforts,
but at the same time voiced his worries about the developments in Slouakia.

Vladimir Meciar and his administration failed to react to the warnings and dé-
marches that Slovakia was receiving from the governments of the USA and mul-

tiple EU countries, and so in 1997 Slovakia's NATO and EU integration efforts
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America's First Lady Hillary
Clinton signs an album during
her visit to Bratislava in

June 1996. To the left: U.S.
ambassador to Slovakia Ralph
Johnson. Photograph:
archive of the American
Embassy in Bratislava

Prvd ddma USA H. Clintonova
podpisuje pocas navstevy
Bratislavy v jlini 1996 album.
Vlavo velvyslanec USA

na Slovensku Ralph Johnson.
Foto: archiv americkej
ambasady v Bratislave

Vladimir Meciar a jeho reZim nereagovali na varovania a Slovensko dostéua od
vldd USA a EU demar$e a ndsledne v roku 1997 doslo k pozastaveniu inte-
gra¢ného snazenia do NATO i EU, napriek dokola opakovangm deklardcidm
vlddy o ustupe do tychto zoskupeni.

V marci 1996 ukoncil na Slovensku svoje pésobenie obetauy veluyslanec T. Rus-
sell (dodnes p6sobi vo Washingtone v organizdcii Friends of Slovakia ako jej za-
kladajuci predseda). Na politicky rozbtirené Slovensko prichddza rdzny a skisenyg
diplomat Ralph Johnson. Velmi jasne dal najavo, Zze Washington bude pri po-
sudzovani nasich aspirdcii na vstup do integra¢nych zoskupeni hodnotit nielen
stav ekonomiky a ozbrojenych sil, ale Ze bude désledne posudzovat dodrzia-
vanie Tudskych prduv a demokratickych hodnét. Vlddne elity s nevdlou prijali
i jeho poZiadavku na vysetrenie kduz akgmi boli a bohuZial dodnes zostali, inos
prezidentouho syna a smrt suedka inosu Réberta Remidsa.

V dosledku nedemokratického vjjuoja na Slovensku poc¢as Meciarouho vlddnu-
tia, bolo nielenze nemozné, aby premiér SR dostal pozudnku na nédusteuvu Bie-
leho domu, ale ani prezident Clinton nemal zdujem navstivit Slovensko. Urobila
tak zarho jeho manzelka, prud ddma USA a dne$Snd ministerka zahrani¢ngch
veci, Hillary Clintonoud, v sprievode veluyslankyne USA pri OSN M. Albrightouej
U juni 1996 (o necely rok sa M. Albrightoud stdua ministerkou zahrani¢nygch veci
USA). Pocas svuojej ndustevy sa nevyhla kritike $tglu vlddnutia na Slovensku.
Vo suojej autobiografii prud ddma neskdr spomina na neprijemné stretnutie
s V. Meciarom, ktoré priroundva k schédzke s autokratom zo Zimbabwe R. G.
Mugabem. Americkd ambasdda vedend R. Johnsonom zorganizouvala pre H. Clin-
tonovut v bratislauskej Redute otvorené diskusné féorum s pocetnou skupinou
predstavitelou slovenskych mimoulddnych organizdcii, ktoré sa snazili o népra-
vu pomerov v krajine. Tgm dali Spojené $tdty najavo, Ze povazuja organizdcie
tretieho sektora za legitimnu stc¢ast demokratického politického Zivota a ze su
pripravené ich aj nadalej podporouat. Od tohto obdobia az do roku 2002 podpo-
rili americké vlddne programy a nezdvislé naddcie mnohé demokratiza¢né pro-
jekty, ktoré dopomohli Slovensku v spolo¢ensko-politickej modernizdcii a splneni
ndroényjch kritérii pre vstup do EU a NATO.

Oficidlni slovenski politicki predstavitelia sa snazili v rokoch 1996-1997 o ne-
mozné. Pokusali sa presvedcit americku stranu, aby suhlasila s prijatim Sloven-
ska do NATO i s nasimi ,chybami krasy”. V septembri a oktobri 1996 presviedcali
¢lenov Kongresu a administrativy vo Washingtone predseda NR SR Tvan Gas-
parovic¢ a minister zahrani¢nych veci SR Pavol Hamzik. Obdaja politici sa snazili
JJdmat” americkych predstavitelou i v nadchddzajuicom roku. Minister P Hamzik
navstivil USA v aprili 1997 a houvoril o ¢lenstue v NATO s prominentngm send-
torom Richardom Lugarom a ministerkou zahrani¢ngch veci M. Albrightouvou.
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were suspended despite repeated assurances of the gouvernment about its wil-
lingness to join these codlitions.

In March 1996, the selfless ambassador Theodore Russell (who until this day re-
mains a member of the Friends of Slovakia in Washington as its founding chair-
man) ended his term of office in Slovakia. Ralph Johnson, a resolute and expe-
rienced diplomat, came to Slovakia at a time where political developments had
taken a sinister turn. He made it very clear that when assessing our aspirations
to join NATO and the EU, the U.S. was not going to evaluate only the state of our
economy and military forces, but rather thoroughly assess the observation of
human rights and democratic values. The ruling elites resentfully consented to
his demand to investigate cases such as the kidnapping of the president's son
and the murder of Robert Remids, a witness of the kidnapping, which unfortu-
nately still remain unsolved to this day.

In consequence of the undemocratic developments in Slovakia during the Meciar
administration, the prime minister of Slovakia never received an invitation to visit
the White House and President Clinton never showed an interest in visiting Slo-
vakia. Howeuver, his wife Hillary Clinton, Americd's first lady, and the current Sec-
retary of State, did so in his stead in June 1996, accompanied by Madeleine
Albright, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations (one year later, Mrs. Albright
went on to become the U.S. secretary of state). During her visit she openly criti-
cized the style of gouvernance of Slouvakia. In her autobiography, the first lady rem-
inisces of the rather unpleasant meeting with Meciar, which she compared to
meeting the Zimbabwe's autocratic leader Robert G. Mugabe. The American Em-
bassy headed by Ralph Johnson had organized for Mrs. Clinton an open discussion
forum in Redutq, Bratislava, with a large group of representatives of Slovak non-
governmental organizations that were striving to correct the situation in the coun-
try. By doing so, the United States clearly showed that it considers third sector
organizations a legitimate part of democratic political life and that they are prepa-
red to provide continued support to them. From that moment until 2002, U.S. gou-
ernmental programs and independent foundations provided support to numerous
democratization projects that have helped Slovakia achieve social and political
modernization and meet the demanding criteria for joining the EU and NATO.

In 1996 and 1997, the official Slovak political representatives were trying the im-
possible; persuade the Americans to approve our NATO accession despite the
“minor blemishes”. In September and October 1996, the Parliament Speaker Iuan
Gasparovi¢ and the Foreign Minister Pavol Hamzik came to Washington to try to
persuade members of the Congress and administration to that end. Both politi-
cians travelled again the following year to try the same. Foreign Minister Hamzik
visited the USA in April 1997 to speak about NATO membership with the pro-
minent Senator Richard Lugar and the Secretary of State Albright. Gasparovic
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I. Gasparovic¢ zaciatkom juna na podobnii tému rokouval s predsedom Snemoune
reprezentantou amerického kongresu Newtom Gingrichom.

Nepomohla ani ndusteva amerického kongresmana slovenského pévodu Johna
Micu na Slovensku v auguste 1997. Slovensko dostalo v roku 1997 v désledku
nedemokratického vguoja ¢ervent kartu a bolo vyradené z rokovani o ustupe do
NATO i EU.

Prezident M. Koudc tesne pred svojim ukonc¢enim pdsobenia vo funkcii hlavy
§tatu odcestoual koncom janudra 1998 na svoju rozlickout cestu do USA. Stre-
tol sa s ministerkou M. Albrightovou, ako aj predsedom Snemoune reprezen-
tantov Newtom Gingrichom a dal$imi osobnostami. Lacil sa aj s krajanskou
komunitou a vyznamenal viacerych jej predstavitelov. M. Albrightoud vyslovila
obdiv prezidentovi SR, dle aj obavy a Ittost, Ze Slovensko sa samo vyraduje z in-
tegrdcie a stdua sa ,dierou na mape” demoKkratickej Eurépy. Oficidlna Bratislava
precitliveno a prudko reagouvala na jej pozndmky.

Slouvensko sa pripravouvalo na kltic¢ouvé parlamentné volby v septembri 1998,
ktoré mali rozhodnut, ¢i sa krajina vrdti na demokraticka a integra¢nu kolqj
alebo sa ocitne v este vdacsej medzindrodnej izoldcii.

Americkd ambasdda, podobne ako aj ambasddy krajin EU, upozoriiuji na
potrebu dodrziavania medzindrodngch volebngch pravidiel a snazia sa po-
mdhat atakovangym demokratickgm strandm, ako aj organizdcidm tretieho sek-
tora. Na Slovensku doslo k predvolebnej mobilizdcii. Volebnda ucast dosiahla aj
vdaka obcianskej kampani OK98 rekordnygch 84 percent a Vladimir Meciar bol
nuteny odist do opozicie. V oktébri 1998 nasttipil do premiérskeho kresla Mikulas
Dzurinda, ktorého koali¢ny kabinet za¢al novt politick éru a akcelerouval integ-
racné snazenie Slovenska.

Dobiehanie zameskaneho

Demokraticky svet uvital vysokti volebnua
ucast, aktivizdciu obc¢ianskej spolo¢nosti a zmenu politického kurzu na Sloven-
sku. Noud slovenskd vldda nastartovala radikdlne reformy a prihldsila sa jed-
noznacne k reSpektovaniu demokratickgch principouv. Nadchddzajucich osem
rokou predstavuje éru najdynamickejSich vztahouv Slovenska s USA. Po rokoch
ochladenych a takmer prerusengch medzivlddnych vztahov sa dosloua pretrhlo
urece s ndustevami slovenskych politickych predstavitelov v USA. Pre premiéra
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discussed a similar topic with Newt Gingrich, speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, at the beginning of June.

The visit of the U.S. Congressman of Slouak origin John Mica in Slovakia in Au-
gust 1997 was equally to no avail. In 1997, Slouakia was shown the red flag and
due to the undemocratic developments was excluded from the negotiations to
join NATO and the EU.

Right before the end of his term of office at the end of January 1998, President
Koudc traveled to the USA for the last time. He met with Secretary Albright and
Speaker Gingrich, as well as other important figures. He said goodbye to the ex-
patriate community and decorated seuveral of its representatives. Mrs. Albright
voiced her admiration of the president and, at the same time, her fear and sorrow
about the fact that Slovakia disqualified itself from the integration process and
slowly was becoming a “hole on the map” of the democratic Europe. The Slovak
officials' reaction to her remarks was strong and oversensitive.

Slovakia was preparing for the key parliamentary elections of September 1998
that would decide whether the country would get back on track to democracy
and integration or become even more isolated.

The U.S. Embassy, similarly as embassies of other EU countries, continuously
advised of the need to adhere to international election rules and made a cons-
cious effort to help the beleaguered democratic parties and the third sector or-
ganizations. There was a huge pre-election mobilization in Slovakia. Thanks to
the OK98 Civic Campaign, the voter turnout reached a record-breaking 84 per-
cent and Vladimir Meciar was forced to leave power. In October 1998, Mikulas
Dzurinda became the prime minister and his coalition started a new political era
and accelerated Slouvakia's integration effort.

Catching up

The democratic world welcomed the high
voter turnout, activation of civil society and change of the political situation in
Slovakia. The new Slovak government introduced radical reforms and clearly
started following the path of respecting democratic principles. The following
eight years were an era of the most dynamic relationships between Slovakia and
the USA. After years of deterioration and significant downturn in intergovern-
mental relations, Slovak political representatives began visiting the USA much
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Meeting of the First Lady
Hillary Clinton with
representatives of Slovak
NGOs in Bratislava in
October 1999. Photograph:
archive of the American
Embassy in Bratislava

Stretnutie prvej ddmy USA

H. Clintonova s predstavitelmi
slovenskych mimovladnych
organizdcii v Bratislave

Foto: archiv americkej
ambasddy v Bratislave

Dzurindu a jeho ministra zahrani¢ngch veci Eduarda Kukana sa ¢oskoro otvo-

rili brdny Bieleho domu. Pre Dzurindouvho predchodcu V. Meciara zostali za osem
rokou jeho vlddnutia zavreté.

V septembri 1998 ukoncil so ctou nelahkt misiu vo Washingtone veluyslanec
Lichardus. Poc¢as nadchddzajuceho polroka viedol nasu ambasddu vo funkcii
chargé d” affaires Jén Gdbor. V janudri ho vystriedal Milan JeZovica a vo februdri
sa funkcie velvyslanca ujal zndmy intelektudl Martin Buatora. Ten so svojim dy-
namickym timom odStartoval nebgjualé mnoZzstvo aktivit a dopomohol, vdaka
novej zahrani¢nej politike Dzurindovej vlddy, k zdsadnej zmene obrazu Sloven-
ska v USA. Veluyslanec M. Butora, jeho zdstupca M. Jezovica a dalsi zamest-
nanci dotiahli v lete 2001 do konca aj vgstavbu novej, modernej budouy ambasddy
Slovenskej republiky vo Washingtone, ktord sa stala vitangm priestorom pre
vSestranné predstavenie Slovenska.

Premiér M. Dzurinda a jeho delegdcia navstivili v roku 1999 USA trikrdt: v aprili
sa zucastnil na Washingtonskom summite NATO, kde prijali za novgch ¢lenou
nasgich susedov - Polsko, Madarsko a Ceskt republiku. V septembri sa ako prug
slovensky ministersky predseda stretol na oficidlnych rokovaniach s preziden-
tom Clintonom na péde americkej misie pri OSN v New Yorku. Napokon v no-
vembri sa s ¢eskgm premiérom M. Zemanom zucastnil na oslavdch 10. vygrocia
NeZnej revolicie a spolotnom stretnuti s americkym prezidentom v Bielom
dome. Pocas tejto ndustevy obaja premiéri odhalili bustu Alexandra Dubc¢eka
vo Woodrow Wilson Center vo Washingtone.

Okrem rokouani s predstavitelmi americkej politiky a ekonomiky sa nasa vldédna
delegdcia stretla aj s predstavitelmi tamojsich Slouvdkovu. Rokouvaniam domino-
vala téma integrdcie Slovenska do NATO. Uz v tomto roku prezident Clinton vy-
hldésil, Ze Slovensko je na najlepsej ceste.
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more frequently. The gates of the White House soon opened to the Prime Minis-
ter Dzurinda and Foreign Minister Kukan. They had been closed for his prede-
cessor Vladimir Meciar for eight years.

In September 1998, Ambassador Lichardus ended his demanding mission in Wash-
ington honorably. During the next half-year, our embassy was led by chargé d'af-
faires Jan Gdbor. In January, he was replaced by Milan JeZovica and in February
the post of ambassador was taken by the well-known intellectual Martin Buatora.
He and his dynamic team started an unusual number of activities and helped,
thanks to the new foreign policy of the Dzurinda administration, to fundamentally
change the image of Slovakia in the USA. In the summer of 2001, Ambassador Bu-
tora, his deputy M. JeZovica and other embassy employees helped complete the
construction of a new, modern embassy of the Slovak Republic in Washington,
which became the new headquarters for the presentation of Slovakia.

Prime Minister Dzurinda and his delegation visited the USA three times in 1999: in
April they took part in the Washington NATO summit, where our neighbors Poland,
Hungary, and Czech Republic joined NATO. In September, our prime minister, as
the first Slouak holding that office, met with President Clinton to hold official ne-
gotiations in the premises of the U.S. Mission to the United Nations in New York.
Finally, in Nouember, he and the Czech Prime Minister Milo§ Zeman took part in
the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution and joint meeting
with the U.S. president in the White House. During this visit, both prime ministers

unveiled a bust of Alexander Dubcek in the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington.

49 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

Meeting of U.S. Secretary

of State Madeleine Albright
with the leaders of the Velvet
Revolution in Bratislava,
Slovakia, ten years after

the revolution in November
1999. Photograph: archive
of the American Embassy

in Bratislava

Stretnutie ministerky
zahranicnych veci USA
M. Albrightova s lidrami
NezZnej revoldcie na
Slovensku po desiatich
rokoch v Bratislave

v novembri 1999.

Foto: archiv americkej
ambasddy v Bratislave

Integra¢né usilie a novu fazu transatlantickych vztahov poturdila okrem vlad-
nej i nasa parlamentnd diplomacia. Delegdcia NR SR na ¢ele s predsedom Joze-
fom MigaSom navstivila v marci americky Kongres a rokouvala s predsedom
Snemoune reprezentantov Dennisom Hastertom.

V aktivizdcii ekonomickej spoluprdce s USA zohrala vgznamnu tlohu juinouvd
ndusteva delegdcie vedenej podpredsedom vlddy luvanom MikloSom. Okrem vyz-
namnej akcie pod ndzvom Ekonomicky okruhly stél SR-USA Tuvan Miklos roko-
val s predstavitelmi Medzindrodného menouvého fondu a Svetovej banky. Pod-
Ciarknutim tejto iniciativy bola i efektivna prezentdcia modernej slovenskej
kultiry v New Yorku, ktorti vo februdri pod ndzvom “Celebrate Slovakia” v spo-
luprdci s nasou diplomaciu v USA a dal§imi partnermi zorganizovala slovenskd
mimovlddna organizdcia Asocidcia pre kultiru, vzdelGuanie a komunikdciu.

Coskoro na to - koncom augusta 1999 - navstivila delegdcia poslancov americ-
kého RKongresu a podnikatelou na ¢ele s kongresmanom Johnom Micom Slovensko.

Posmelenim reforiem a integra¢nyjch sndh sa nesu i due dalSie vgznamné nduste-
vy Slouvenska v druhej polovici roka 1999 v tplne novom kontexte - v oktébri
prud ddma H. Clintonoud a v novembri ministerka zahrani¢ngch veci M. Al-
brightoud. H. Clintonoud mala okrem stretnuti s najuyssimi predstavitelmi opdt
okruhly st6]l s mimoulddnymi organizdciami v Zrkadlovej sdle Primacidlneho
paldca, pocas ktorého vyzduihla ucast obc¢ianskej spolotnosti na sprdue veci
verejnych a ocenila tlohu MVO v navrdteni sa Slovenska na demokraticku kold;.
M. Albrightoud sa popri oficidlnych rokovaniach stretla v Bratislave qj s lidrami
NezZnej revolucie spred 10 rokou.

V mdji 1999 odchddza zo Slovenska velvuyslanec Ralph Johnson, s ktorgm sa
lucia nielen vlddni predstavitelia, ale aj komunita mimouvlddnych organizdcii,
s ktorou nadviazal velmi tizke vztahy. William Schofield a po nom Douglas Hen-
gel vo funkcii chargé d” affaires viedli ambasddu aZ do augusta buduceho roku.

Vo februdri 2000 navstivil Bratislavu ndmestnik ministerky zahrani¢ngch veci,
zndmy americky diplomat, Thomas Pickering. Okrem stretnuti so $tdtnymi pred-
stavitelmi mal i diskusiu so slovenskymi aktivistami, ktori ho informouvali o spo-
luprdci so srbskgmi partnermi pred ich kli¢ouygmi prezidentskymi volbami na
jesen 2000. MiloSevicou rezim v oktébri 2000 padol a tzu. Bratislavsky proces,
ktoryg v tomto doéleZitom demokratizacnom procese zohral pozitiunu ulohu, si
ziskal ndlezité medzindrodné uznanie.
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Besides for negotiations with U.S. political and economic officials, our delega-
tion also met with the representatives of the local Slovak community. The dom-
inant topic of the negotiations was NATO integration of Slovakia. At that time,
President Clinton declared that Slovakia was on the right track.

The integration efforts and the new stage of transatlantic relations were devel-
oped both by our government and our parliamentary diplomacy. A delegation of
the National Council of the Slouak Republic led by its Chairman Jozef Migas vis-
ited the American Congress in March to negotiate with Dennis Hastert, speaker
of the House of Representatives.

Economic cooperation with the USA improued significantly after a visit of a Slo-
vak delegation led by Deputy Prime Minister [uan Miklo$ in June 1999. Besides
for attending an important event named the Economic roundtable SR-USA, Mik-
lo$ also spoke with representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank. Part of this initiative was an effective presentation of modern Slo-
vak culture in New York (opened in February under the name “Celebrate Slova-
kia”) organized by the Association for Culture, Education and Communication in
cooperation with our diplomats in the U.S. and other partners.

Soon after that, at the end of August 1999, a delegation of U.S. congressmen and
entrepreneurs led by John Mica visited Slovakia.

Further encouragement of reforms and integration efforts came with another two
important visits of Slouakia in the second half of 1999, which had a completely dif-
ferent context. The first one was a visit by Hillary Clinton in October and the sec-
ond one by Madeleine Albright in November. Besides for meeting the highest
officials, Mrs. Clinton attended a roundtable with representatives of NGOs in the
Mirror Hall of the Primate's Palace, in which she spoke highly of the role of civil
society and recognized the task of NGOs in getting Slovakia back on the demo-
cratic track. Besides for taking part in official negotiations in Bratislava, Mrs. Al-
bright also met with leaders of the Veluet Revolution from 10 years previously.

In May 1999, the U.S. Ambassador Ralph Johnson left Slovakia. During his term
of office, he formed a very close relationship both with government officials and
the community of non-governmental organizations. Until August of the follow-
ing year, the embassy was led by William Schofield and afterwards by Douglas
Hengel in the position of chargé d'affaires.

In February 2000, Thomas Pickering, undersecretary of state and a well known
American diplomat, visited Bratislava. Besides meeting the official representa-
tives he also met with Slovak activists, who informed him about cooperation
with their Serbian partners before the key presidential elections in autumn 2000.
In October 2000, the MiloSevic¢ regime fell and the so-called Bratislava process,
which had played a positive role in this important democratization process, won
international appreciation.
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Opening of the embassy

of the Slovak Republicin
Washington on June 8, 2001.
Photograph: TASR

Z otvorenia velvyslanectva
Slovenskej republiky vo
Washingtone 8. jina 2001.
Foto: TASR

Cesta do NATO otvorena

V rokoch 2000 az 2004 sa strategickou
prioritou slovenskej politiky stalo plnenie integraénych kritérii (OECD, EU
a NATO), zlepsenie imidZu krajiny a prildkanie zahrani¢ngch investicii. USA
navstevuju v tomto obdobi nasi reprezentanti politického, ekonomického a vo-
jenského Zivota ¢astejSie ako nikdy predtgym, aby urychlili tento proces.

Vo velvyslaneckom kresle v Bratislave sa v tomto obdobi vystriedali duaja poli-
ticki nominanti a skuseni podnikatelia - demokrat z New Yorku Carl Spielvogel
(doposial udrziava styky so Slovenskom a ststreduje sa najmd oblast kultary a
imidZu krajiny) a republikdn z Michiganu Ronald Weiser (po ndurate do USA za-
lozil v Michigane Ronald and Eileen Weiser Professional Development Award
Program).

Pocas miléniouého summitu OSN sa predseda vlady SR M. Dzurinda 8. septem-
bra 2000 naposledy stretol s americkgm prezidentom Billom Clintonom. Okrem
krdatkeho rozhovoru o ustupe amerického kapitdlu do Vijchodoslovenskyjch
zeleziarni KoSice sa Dzurinda Clintonovi podakoual za podporu USA pri priji-
mani Slovenska do OECD.

Ndsledne doslo k zmene a do prezidentského kresla nastupil v janudri 2001 syn
bgualého prezidenta - George W. Bush. Pocas jeho vlddy sa zavr$ia integracné
snahy Slovenska. UZ v juini 2001 slovenskd vlddna delegdcia vedend premiérom
M. Dzurindom rokovala v Bielom dome s prezidentom Bushom o rozsirovani
NATO, pricom americki partneri nasSe $ance poturdili. Predseda vlddy zdrovern
sldunostne otvoril novt budouu slovenského velvuyslanectua vo Washingtone,
¢im ukoncdil periédu provizérnych priestorouvych rieSeni.
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Il An open path to NATO

Between 2000 and 2004, the Slovak poli-
tics focused mainly on fulfilling the integration criteria (OECD, EU, and NATO),
improving the image of the country, and attracting foreign investors. During that
period, Slouak political, economic, and military representatives were visiting
USA more often than ever to expedite the process.

The post of ambassador to Slouvakia was filled gradually by two political nomi-
nees and experienced entrepreneurs - Carl Spielvogel, a New York democrat (he
maintains a relationship with Slovakia to this day focusing mainly on culture
and image of the country) and Ronald Weiser, a Michigan democrat (after re-
turning to the U.S. he founded in Michigan the Ronald and Eileen Weiser Profes-
sional Development Award Program).

On September 8, 2000, during the UN Millennium Summit, Slovak Prime Minis-
ter Dzurinda met for the last time with the President Clinton. They spoke briefly
about American capital investments into the East Slovakian Ironworks in KoSice
and Dzurinda thanked Clinton for the support USA gave Slovakia in the process
of OECD accession.

In January 2001, George W. Bush, son of the former U.S. president, became the
new president. During his term of office, Slovakia finalized its integration effort.
In June 2001, an official Slouak delegation led by Prime Minister Dzurinda held
negotiations in the White House with President Bush about NATO expansion,
and the American partners reaffirmed our chances. The Prime Minister also ope-
ned the new Slouvak Embassy in Washington, ending the period of temporary
housing solutions.

Some three months later, on September 11, 2001, the World Trade Center in New
York and other U.S. targets were attacked by terrorists, an event that funda-
mentally changed American foreign politics and worldwide international rela-
tionships. In Slovakia, a wave of solidarity with the USA arose. Prime Minister
Dzurinda visited the remains of the Twin Towers destroyed in the terrorist at-
tack (Ground Zero) November 1-3, 2001. He met with many leading personali-
ties among others Hillary Clinton, now a Senator for the state of New York. To
show his solidarity, the Slovak politician took part in the New York marathon.
Slovakia also showed its support to the U.S. by a symbolic project named “We are
all on one ship”. People in 35 cities were making miniature paper ships to signal
their solidarity. This spontaneous voluntary project went on for two and a half
days during which almost one hundred thousand ships with messages of fel-
lowship were made. When receiving the message created in this project Senator
Clinton said: “The hundred thousand ships are like a hundred thousand bonds be-
tween our countries”.
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Cutting of the ribbon during the
opening of the Slovak embassy
in Washington on June 8, 2001.
First row from left: Martin
Bitora, Prime Minister

M. Dzurinda, Secretary of State
E. Kukan and Assistant
Secretary of State for European
and Eurasian Affairs Beth
Jones. Photograph: TASR

Strihanie pasky pocas
otvorenia velvyslanectva SR
vo Washingtone 8. jina
2001. V prvom rade zlava
velvyslanec M. Bdtora,
premiér M. Dzurinda,
minister zahrani¢nych veci
E. Kukan a $tatna
podtajomnicka

Beth Jonesova. Foto: TASR

Priblizne o tri mesiace, 11. septembra 2001, doslo k teroristickgm titokom na Sve-
toué obchodné centrum v New Yorku a dalSie ciele, ¢o md zdsadnyg vplyv na am-
ericku zahrani¢nu politiku i celosvetové medzindrodné vztahy. Na Slovensku
sa zdvuihla vlna solidarity s USA. V diioch 1. - 3. novembra 2001 premiér M. Dzu-
rinda navstivil trosky teroristickgmi titokmi zni¢enych dvojiciek - ,,ground zero”.
Stretol sa s popredngymi osobnostami, medzi nimi aj sendtorkou za stat New York
H. Clintonouvou. Na znak solidarity zabehol slovensky politik newyorsky maratén.

Slovensko zareagouvalo na tragédiu v USA symbolicky aj v projekte ,,.Sme na jed-
nej lodi”. Obc¢ania 35 miest na ndmestiach skladali malé papierouvé lodi¢ky ako
symbol solidarity. Spontdnny dobrouvolnicky projekt trual dua a pol diia a jeho
vysledkom bolo skoro sto tisic lodi¢iek s odkazmi spolupatri¢nosti. Sendtorka
H. Clintonoud pri preberani posolstua z tejto akcie povedala: ,,Stotisic lodiciek,
je ako sto tisic put medzi nasimi krajinami®.

Americké ambasddy po celom suete zacali podliehat novému bezpe¢nostnému
rezimu. Na Hvuiezdoslavovom ndmesti v roku 2001 ohradili budouy velvysla-
nectua USA vysokym plotom a vstup do nej sa sprisnil. Diskusie o estetickej
strdnke tohto rieSenia prebiehaju dodnes.

Rok 2002 bol z hladiska nasich integra¢ngch ambicii nesmierne doélezity. Na sep-
tember boli v pldne parlamentné volby a v novembri sa malo na praZskom sum-
mite Severoatlantickej aliancie rozhodnut, ¢i Slovensko bude medzi pozuvangmi
krajinami na vstup do NATO. Prieskumy verejnej mienky naznac¢ovali, Ze ndurat

Vladimira Meciara k moci je redlny.
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American embassies across the world began introducing new security meas-
ures. The building of American embassy at the Huiezdoslav square was enclosed
by a tall fence in 2001 and restrictions for entry were introduced. There are dis-
cussions going on about the appearance of this solution to this day.

The year 2002 was very important in terms of our integration ambitions. Parlia-
mentary elections were to be held in September and at the Prague NATO summit
in November a decision was to be adopted on whether Slovakia would be in-
vited to join NATO. Oinion polls suggested that Vladimir Meciar actually stood
a chance of coming back to power.

That is why our government, our parliamentary leaders and the president all
joined forces in trying to convince our American partners about the existence of
a general consensus and the permanence of our integration position. In January
2002, Jozef Migas, chairman of the National Council, went on an official visit of
the USA. The main topic was the presentation of Slouvakia's ambition to be in-
vited to join NATO at the autumn NATO summit in Prague. Migas presented Slo-
vakia's effort to become a member of NATO in meetings with key Senate and
House representatives. In June, our President Rudolf Schuster visited the White
House, where in a discussion with G. Bush he tried to put to rest fears concern-
ing the trustworthiness of the future Slovak government. He had promised to
the American president that he would do everything he could to prevent a change
of our course. The talks of the presidents suggested that it would be necessary to
form a trustworthy government until the Nouember NATO summit, if we were to
keep our chances of joining NATO.

—ij
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Slovak President Rudolf
Schuster received by
President George W. Bush
during his visit to the
White House on April 9,
2003. Photograph: TASR

Prezidenta SR Rudolfa
Schustera prijal 9. aprila
2003 v Bielom dome
prezident G. W. Bush.
Foto: TASR

K snahdm vlddy o budovanie transatlantickgch vztahov a presvied¢anie ame-
rickych partnerouv o konsenze a nemennosti integracnych postojouv sa pridalo
i vedenie ndsho parlamentu a hlava statu. V janudri 2002 predseda Ndarodnej
rady SR Jozef Miga$ absoluoual oficidlnu ndustevu USA. Jej dominantou témou
bola prezentdcia ambicie Slovenska ziskat na jesennom summite NATO v Prahe
pozudnku za élena Severoatlantickej aliancie. Usilie SR stat sa &lenskou krajinou
NATO predstavil na rokovaniach s kla¢ougmi predstavitelmi Sendtu i Snemoune
reprezentantov. V juni sa v Bielom dome prezident Rudolf Schuster v rozhouvore
s G. Bushom snazil rozptylit obavy USA ¢o sa tgka déveryhodnosti buduce;j
slovenskej vlddy. Americkému prezidentoui prisltbil, Ze urobi vSetko, ¢o bude
v jeho sildch, aby sa nase smerovanie nezmenilo. Z rozhovoru prezidentov vy-
plynulo, Ze pre nds vstup do NATO bude nevyhnutné, aby bola do prazského no-
vembrouého summitu Severoatlantickej aliancie zostavend déveryhodnd vldada.

Tento isty odkaz, s jednozna¢ngym poturdenim, Ze Vladimir Meciar je pre USA
neakceptouatelngm politikom, timocil mesiac pred volbami na verejnom diskus-
nom fére v Bratislave vplyuny sendtor a buduci prezidentsky kandiddt John Mc-
Cdain. V podobnom duchu sa vyjadril nezvycajne otvorene a kriticky na adresu
V. Meciara i americky veluyslanec pri NATO a buduci viceminister zahrani¢ngch
veci USA Nicholas Burns.

Slovenski voli¢i napokon rozhodli a po septembrouych parlamentnygch volbéach
vznikla novd kodali¢nd vldda pod opdtoungym vedenim MikuldSa Dzurindu.
Podobne, ako vo volbdch v roku 1998, zohrali pri ob¢ianskej informovanosti
a zvuySovani volebnej Gcasti vgznamnu tlohu mimovlddne organizdcie pod-
porouané americkgmi a eur6pskymi donormi. Americkd ambasdéda pod vedenim
Ronalda Weisera a USAID zohrali v tomto procese vgznamnu tlohu. V novembri
2002 dostalo Slouensko v Prahe pozudnku do NATO.

PInoprdunym ¢lenom NATO sa Slovensko stalo 29. marca 2004, ked premiéri po-
zuanych krajin odovzdali vo Washingtone ratifika¢né dokumenty americkej vlé-
de. Na sldunostnom ceremonidli v Bielom dome premiérov siedmich pristupujtacich
krajin prijal prezident Bush. V mene skupiny premiérov vystupil predseda vlady
SR M. Dzurinda, ktorého na akcii sprevddzal nouy veluyslanec Rastislav Kécer,
potom ¢o v septembri 2003 vystriedal vo funkcii M. Butoru.

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 49



The same message and a clear indication of Vladimir Meciar being an unac-
ceptable politician for the USA was voiced one month before the elections at
a public discussion forum in Bratislava by an influential senator and future pre-
sidential candidate John McCain. Similar open and critical comments about
V. Meciar were presented also by the U.S. Permanent Representative to NATO
and the future Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns.

The Slouak voters spoke the final word and after the September parliamentary
elections a new codalition was formed led for the second time in a row by Mikulas
Dzurinda. Similarly, as in the 1998 elections, also this time NGOs supported by
American and European donors played an important role in improving the ge-
neral awareness and increasing voter turnout. The U.S. Embassy headed by
Ronald Weiser, supported by USAID, played an important role in this process. In
Nouvember 2002, in Prague, Slovakia was invited to join NATO.

Slovakia became a full-fledged NATO member on March 29, 2004, when the
prime ministers of invited countries handed over ratification documents to the
U.S. Gouvernment in Washington. The prime ministers of the seven accessioning
countries were received by President Bush at a festive ceremony in the White
House. Slouak Prime Minister Dzurinda spoke on behalf of his colleagues. He
was accompanied by our new ambassador Rastislav Kécer, who had replaced
Dr. Batora in September 2003.
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Hviezdoslav square in Bratis-
lava during the historic visit
of George W. Bush in Slovakia
on February 24, 2005.
Photograph: TASR

Hviezdoslavovo ndmestie
v Bratislave pocas historickej
navstevy G.W. Busha na

Slovensku 24. februara 2005.

Foto: TASR

Historicka navsteva americkeho
prezidenta na Slovensku

Rulmindciou poturdenia nads$tandard-
nych vztahov medzi USA a Slovenskom bol prichod amerického prezidenta
Busha do Bratislauy. V diioch 23. - 25. februdra 2005 G. Bush uskutoc¢nil oficidlnu
ndustevu Slovenska a zdroven sa na Bratislavskom hrade stretol s ruskgym prezi-
dentom Vladimirom Putinom na délezitom americko-ruskom summite. Ako do-
¢asné sidlo mu poslazila novovybudouvand rezidencia velvuyslanca USA pri
Slavine.

Najuyssi slovenski predstavitelia - prezident Gasparovic¢, premiér Dzurinda
a predseda NR SR HruSousky pocas stretnutia s americkgym prezidentom otuo-
rili problém pretruduajuceho vizouého rezimu USA voci Slouvdkom, medzind-
rodné konflikty a podiel Slovenska na ich riesSeni, ako i spolo¢ensko-politické
a ekonomické zmeny v SR.

Prezident Bush sa rozhodol stretnut i so slovenskou verejnostou. Napriek sy-
chravému februdrovému pocasiu sa zislo na Huiezdoslavovom ndmesti niekolko
tisic ludi, aby si vypoculi jeho asi polhodinouy prejav. Zo $pecidlne zhotouvenej
tribuiny na Guod prezident povedal i tieto myslienky: "S hrdostou stojim na tomto
velkolepom ndmesti, ktoré bolo suedkom mnohyjch vgznamnych udalosti. Tak-
mer pred 17 rokmi sa tisice Sloudkouv zisli pred tgmto divadlom, aby bojouali za
koniec tyranie a za obnouvu ndbozenskej slobody. Slovensko je velkgym pri-
kladom pre iné ndrody, ktoré eSte zdpasia s totalitou. Americ¢ania si vazia trpez-
livost Sloudkou a usilounost pri budovani demokratického Slovenska v srdci
Eurépy.”

Pred samotngym vystipenim sa americky prezident v sprievode pruej ddmy
Laury Bushovej a ministerky zahrani¢ngch veci Condoleezzy Riceouej stretol vo
foyer SND s dj s tzu. Sampiénmi slobody. G. Bush pozual do Bratislauy skupinu
osobnosti zo strednej a vgchodnej Eurépy, aby sa im podakoval za ich osobnyj
prinos k rozuoju slobody a demokracie. Slovensko reprezentouali velitel Zi-
douskej partizdnskej jednotky 86-ro¢ny Alexander Bachndr, bjualy veluyslanec
SR v USA M. Butora a P Demes.

Prud ddma a bguald knihounicka Laura Bushoud otvorila po¢as ndustevy v Uni-
verzitnej kniZnici Informa¢né centrum USA.

Americkd ambasdda v ¢ase tejto ndro¢nej ndustevy nemala obsadeny post
velvyslanca (R. Weiser ukoncil svoju misiu v decembri 2004 a R. Vallee nasttpil
aZ v juni 2005). V stcinnosti so slovenskymi partnermi ju prikladne zuvlddol tim
pod vedenim chargé d”affaires Scotta Thayera. (Po tiom bol este chargé d”af-
faires skuseny diplomat Lawrence Silverman, ktorg pokra¢oval vo funkcii zds-
tupcu velvyslanca R. Vallee).
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Il Historical Visit of the American

President in Slovakia

A confirmation of the improved relation-
ship between the USA and Slovakia was a visit of U.S. President Bush in
Bratislava. From February 23-25, 2005 President Bush paid an official visit to Slo-
vakia and at the same time met with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the
Bratislava Castle at an important U.S.-Russia summit. During this time period,
the U.S. president stayed at the newly built U.S. Embassy Residence near Slavin.
During the meeting with the U.S. president, the top Slovak representatives - Pres-
ident Gasparovic, Prime Minister Dzurinda and Chairman of the National Coun-
cil HruSousky discussed issues such as the visa regime for Slovak nationals
visiting the U.S., international conflicts and Slovakia's participation therein, and
the social, political, and economic changes in Slovakia.

President Bush also decided to meet with the Slovak people. Despite the bad Feb-
ruary weather, the Huiezdoslav Square filled with several thousands of people
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October 11, 2001:
Ambassador Martin Butora
(left), and Pavol Demes hand
over to Senator Hillary Clinton
in front of the Capitol the
publication “We are all on
one ship” documenting the
spontaneous Slovak project
of solidarity with the victims
of the 9/11 terrorist attack.
Photograph: TASR

November 4, 2001: Slovak
Prime Minister Dzurinda
running in the New York
marathon to signal his
solidarity with the victims
of the 9/11 terrorist attack.
Photograph: TASR

Velvyslanec M. Biitora, vlavo
a P. Demes odovzdavaji dia
11.10. 2001 pred Capitolom
sendtorke H. Clintonovej
publikdciu Sme na jednej lodi,
dokumentujidcu spontanny
akt solidarity na Slovensku

s obetami teroristickych
tGtokov 9/11. Foto: TASR

Premiér Dzurinda bezi 4.11.
2001 na znak solidarity

s obetami teroristickych
Gtokov newyorsky maraton.
Foto: TASR

Ciel bezvizova Amerika

Po ustupe Slouvenska do NATO a najma
po bratislauskej ndusteve G. Busha sa pre slovensku politickt reprezentdciu, ako
aj pre Siroku verejnost, stalo vo vztahu k USA prioritnou témou zru$enie vizovej
povinnosti. V argumentdcii s americkymi predstavitelmi sa vyzduvihoval fakt, Ze
Slovensko splnilo integra¢né kritérid, je élenskou krajinou NATO a EU a zdroveri
spojencom USA v komplikovangch a nepopuldrnych vojenskych operdcidch v Ira-
ku i Afganistane.

Americky veluyslanec, politickj nominant G. Busha, Rodolphe ,,Skip“ Vallee poc¢as
pracounych ciest po Slovensku, kde si rad zahral hokej, musel pravidelne odpo-
vedat na notorick otdzku o vizach. Ich zruSenia sa vSak dockal az jeho ndstupca,
tiez nominant G. Bushga, Vincent Obsitnik (v oktébri 2008 si splnil sen a zabehol vo
veku sedemdesiat rokouv koSicky maratén. Bolo to nedaleko jeho rodiska Maravany
pri Michalouciach, odkial v detstue so suojimi rodi¢mi emigrouval do USA).

Na oficidlnej a takpouediac rozlic¢kouvej ndusteve Spojenych Stdtouv v marci 2006
premiér M. Dzurinda nastolil tito tému pocas bilaterdlnych rokovani s G. Bus-
hom, s ktorgm si za roky spoluprdce vybudoual nadstandardné vztahy.

Po junouvygch parlamentnych volbdch v roku 2006 doslo na Slovensku k mo-
censkej zmene a koali¢nua vlddu zostavil predseda strany Smer-socidlna demo-
kracia Rébert Fico spolu s IS - Hnutim za demokratické Slovensko Vladimira
Meciara a Slovenskou ndrodnou stranou Jdna Slotu. Predvolebnd a c¢iasto¢ne
i pouolebnd rétorika nového premiéra, ataky na adresu USA a kritika tcasti
nasich vojsk vo vojenskych operdcidch v rdmci boja s terorizmom, ako aj pri-
tomnost SNS a medzindrodne diskreditovaného V. Meciara v novej koalicii spo-
sobili ochladenie v medzivlddnych vztahoch. Slovenskd diplomacia vedend
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The U.S.- Russia summitin
Bratislava in February 2005.
Pictured from left to right:
Chairman of the Slovak Parliament
Pavol HruSovsky, U.S. President
George W. Bush, Slovak President
Ivan Gasparovic, President of the
Russian Federation Vladimir Putin
and Slovak Prime Minister
Dzurinda. Photograph: TASR
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American and Slovak diplomats
in Washington during the
celebration of the 20th
anniversary of the Velvet
Revolution. Pictured from left
to right: Ambassadors Ralph
Johnson, Branislav Lichardus,
Rodolphe Vallee, Minister
Miroslav Lajcak, Ambassadors
Peter Burian, Vincent Obsitnik
and Theodore Russell.
Photograph: Pavol Demes

A festive reception organized
on November 18, 2009 by the
Friends of Slovakia and the
Slovak embassy to Washington
at the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the Velvet
Revolution. Pictured from left
to right: Congressman J. Sestak,
Ambassador P. Burian, Secretary
Lajcék, Congressmen J. Mica
and J. Wilson. Photograph: the
Slovak Embassy in Washington

On October 17, 2008, President
Bush informed the White House
about the abolition of the visa
obligation for seven countries
including Slovakia. First from
the right is the Slovak chargé

d' affaires to the U.S. Andrej
Droba. Photograph: TASR

V Bratislave sa konal vo
februdri 2005 americko-
rusky summit. Zlava

P. HruSovsky, predseda
slovenského parlamentu,
prezident USA G. Bush,
prezident SR I. Gasparovic,
prezident Ruskej federdcie
V. Putin a premiér SR

M. Dzurinda. Foto: TASR

Zo slavnostnej recepcie
zorganizovanej dna 18. 11.
2009 Friends of Slovakia

a velvyslanectvom SR vo
Washingtone pri prilezitosti
20. vyrocia Neznej
revoliicie. Zlava
kongresman J. Sestak,
velvyslanec P. Burian,
minister M. Lajcak,
kongresmani J. Mica

a J. Wilson. Foto: ambasada
SR vo Washingtone

Prezident G. Bush dna
17.10. 2008 slavnostne
oznamuje v Bielom dome
zrudenia viz pre sedem
krajin, medzi nimi aj pre
Slovensko. Prvy sprava je
chargé d “affaires SRv USA
A. Droba. Foto: TASR

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC

Americki a slovenski
diplomati vo Washingtone
pocas oslav 20. vyrocia
Neznej revoldcie. Zlava
velvyslanci R. Johnson,
B. Lichardus, R. Vallee,
minister M. Lajcak,
velvyslanci P. Burian,

V. Obsitnik a T. Russell.
Foto P. Demes
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who listened to his 30 minute speech. From a specially made tribune, the president
also shared thoughts such as these: “I'm proud to stand in this great square, which
has seen momentous events in history. Almost 17 years ago, thousands of Slo-
vaks gathered peacefully in front of this theater. They came to pray for an end to
tyranny and the restoration of religious liberty. Your example is inspiring other na-
tions still struggling against totalitarianism. Americans respect your patience and
your determination to build a democratic Slovakia in the heart of Europe.”
Before the speech, the President accompanied by First Lady Laura Bush and Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice met in the foyer of the Slovak National Theatre
with the so-called champions of freedom. President Bush invited to Bratislava a
group of personalities from Central and Eastern Europe to thank them for their
personal contribution to the promotion of freedom and democracy. Slovakia was
represented by the Commander of the Jewish partisan unit, the 86 year old Ale-
xander Bachndr, former Slovak ambassador to the USA M. Butora and Pavol
Demes.

During the visit, the First Lady, herself a former librarian, opened a U.S. Infor-
mation Center in the University Library.

During this challenging visit, the American Embassy had no ambassador (Ronald
Weiser ended his mission in December 2004 and Rodolphe Vallee did not start be-
fore June 2005). In cooperation with the Slovak partners, a team led by chargé
d'affaires Scott Thayer managed to organize the visit with no problems whatso-
ever. (After him the post of chargé d'affaires was taken by the experienced diplo-
mat Lawrence Siluerman, who then stayed in Slouvakia as a deputy to ambas-
sador Vallee).
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The American President

Barack Obama welcomes the
Slovak Prime Minister Robert
Fico at the U.S. embassy in
Prague before a dinner on April 8,
2010. Photograph: TASR

The U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and the
Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affaires Mikulas Dzurinda
at the State Department
in Washington in October
2010. Photograph: TASR

Americky prezident

B. Obama vita slovenského
premiéra R. Fica v rezidencii
velvyslanectva USA v Prahe
pred spolocnou vecerou,

8. aprila 2010. Foto: TASR

Ministerka zahranicnych
veci USA H. Clintonovd

a minister zahrani¢nych veci
SR M. Dzurinda na

State Departmente vo
Washingtone, oktéber 2010.
Foto: TASR

medzindrodne zndmymi ministrami zahrani¢nygch veci Jaénom KubiSom a Mi-
roslavom Laj¢dkom sa snazila vpljuvat na domdcich aktérou a presvied¢at ame-
rickgch partnerov o naSej ochote pokracovat v zdudzkoch vyplguajicich
z predchddzajicich dohdd a ndsho ¢lenstua v NATO. Premiér R. Fico pocas suoj-
ho Stvorro¢ného manddtu ani prezidenta Busha, ani jeho ndstupcu Baracka
Obamu vo Washingtone nenauvstivil.

Otdzka zrusenia vizovej pouvinnosti pre ob¢anou Slovenska pri cestédch do USA
bola hlaunou témou rozhouvorov ministra zahrani¢ngch veci SR Jana Kubisa
s ¢lenmi Kongresu pocas jeho aprilovej a decembrovej ndustevy Washingtonu
v roku 2007.

Dolezitym milnikom pre zrusenie vizouej povinnosti pre Slovensko bol 17. marec
2008, ked minister unutra SR Robert Kalindk a minister pre unatorna bezpecnost
USA Michael Chertoff podpisali vo Washingtone memorandum o porozumeni
v zdlezitosti bezvizouého styku medzi oboma krajinami.

Pocas oktébrouej oficidlnej ndustevy prezidenta I. Gasparovic¢a v Spojenych std-
toch prezident George Bush, tesne pred ukonc¢enim svojho manddtu, mohol kons-
tatovat, Ze Slouvdci sa dockaju zruSenia viz. Ukoncenie vizovej povinnosti pre
obcanovu siedmich krajin, vrdtane SR, oficidlne ozndémil prezident G. W. Bush
17. 10. 2008 pocas sldunostného aktu v zdhrade Bieleho domu.

Platnost vizovej povinnosti pre turistické a pracouné cesty slovenskych obcanouv
do USA sa symbolicky skoncila 17. novembra 2008. V Bratislave to predsedovi
vlddy R. Ficovi a ministrouvi unatra SR R. Kalitidkovi ozndmil americky minister
pre unutornu bezpec¢nost Michael Chertoff, ktorého pri tejto prileZitosti prijal qj

prezident SR Ivan GaSparovic.
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Il Heading for a visa-free America

After Slovakia joined NATO and after

the visit of George Bush in Bratislaua, both the Slouak political officials and the
Slovak public had a new objective with regard to the USA - abolition of the visa
requirement for tourist and business visits. When discussing this issue with the
American side, our officials usually highlighted the fact that Slovakia has met
all the integration criteriq, is a member of NATO and the EU and a U.S. ally in the
complicated and unpopular military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Rodolphe “Skip” Vallee, US ambassador and political nominee of George Bush,
during his business trips throughout Slovakia, when he liked to play ice-hockey,
regularly had to answer the inevitable visa question. The abolition, howeuver, did-
n't come before he was replaced by the Slovak-born Vincent Obsitnik, (In Octo-
ber 2008, Vincent Obsitnik fulfilled his dream by running in the KoSice marathon
at the age of seventy. The marathon was held near his birthplace - the village of
Moravany near Michalouce, from where he immigrated with his parents to the
U.S. as a child).
During an official and farewell visit to the United States in March 2006, Prime
Minister Dzurinda raised this issue during bilateral negotiations with President
Bush with whom he had built outstanding relationship during the many years of
cooperation.

After the parliamentary elections in June 2006, there was a change of power in
Slovakia and the new coalition was formed by the Chairman of Smer-Social
Democracy Rébert Fico in cooperation with Vladimir Meciar's Movement for a
Democratic Slovakia and Jdn Slota's Slovak National Party. Comments of the
new prime minister both before and after the elections, attacks against the USA
and a critical stance towards the participation of our armed forces in the counter-
terrorist military operations paired with the presence of the Slovak National
Party and the internationally discredited Vladimir Meciar in the new ruling coali-
tion and cooled down the intergovernmental relations. Slovak diplomacy led by
internationally well known foreign ministers Jdn Kubi$§ and Miroslav Laj¢dk
strove to conuvince both local and American partners of our willingness to re-
spect our responsibilities arising from our previous agreements and our NATO
membership. During his four years in office Prime Minister Fico never visited
President Bush or his successor Barack Obama in Washington.

The matter of the abolition of the visa obligation for the Slovak nationals visiting
the U.S. was the main topic of talks between the Slouvak Secretary of State Jdn
Kubi$ and the members of Congress during his visits to Washington in April and
December 2007.
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Senator Claiborne Pellamong
ambassadors. To the left:
Theodore Russell - the first
American ambassador to
Slovakia. To the right:
Branislav Lichardus - the first
Slovak ambassador to the U.S.
Washington, 1997.
Photograph: Vlasta Kellerova

On September 7, 2000, in
Kosice the U.S. Ambassador
to Slovakia Carl Spielvogel
presented his credentials to
the Slovak President Rudolf
Schuster. Photograph: TASR

U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia
Ronald Weiser receives an ice-
hockey jersey from Stanley Cup
winner Marin Cibdk (July 2004).
Photograph: TASR

Senator C. Pell medzi
velvyslancami. Vlavo

T. Russell - prvy americky
velvyslanec na Slovensku

a vpravo B. Lichardus - prvy
slovensky velvyslanec

v USA. Washington, 1997.
Foto: V. Kellerova

Velvyslanec USA na
Slovensku C. Spielvogel
odovzdal 7. septembra 2000
v KoSiciach poverovacie
listiny prezidentovi SR

R. Schusterovi. Foto: TASR

Velvyslanec USA na
Slovensku Ronald Weiser
preberd vjdli 2004 hokejovy
dres od Martina Cibaka,
vitaza Stanleyho pohdra.
Foto: TASR
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An important milestone for the abolition of the visa obligations was March 17,
2008, when Slouvak Minister of Interior Robert Kalindk and U.S. Secretary of
Homeland Security Michael Chertoff signed a Memorandum of Understanding
in Washington pertaining to visa-free travel between the two countries.

During the official visit of President Gasparovic in the USA in October, President
Bush, shortly before the end of his term, finally could say that Slouaks are near-
ing the abolition of the visa requirement. The abolition of the visa requirement for
the nationals of seven different countries including Slovakia was finally officially
announced by Bush on October 17, 2008 during a festive event in the White House
Rose Garden.

The tourist and business visa requirement for Slovak nationals was abolished
formally on November 17, 2008. The news was communicated to the Slovak
Prime Minister R. Fico and the Slouak Minister of Interior Robert Kalinidk by the
U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff who was invited and re-
ceived at this occasion by the Slovak President [uvan Gas$parovic.

The White House and the twentieth
anniversary of the Velvet Revolution

In summer 2008, the five-year term of office
of ambassador Kécer in Washington ended. For a few months, the office was led
by chargé d'affaires Andrej Droba and in December Peter Burian, an experienced
diplomat, came to Washington. After having worked at our UN mission in New
York, he presented his credentials to George Bush.

In January 2009, Barack Obama became the new U.S. president and Hillary Clin-
ton the new secretary of state. Ambassador Obsitnik ended his mission in Slo-
vakia on the day of Obama's inauguration and afterwards the embassy was
headed for almost a year and a half by chargé d'affaires Keith Eddins.

In September 2009, the Slovak Foreign Minister Laj¢dk visited New York. He took
part in the UN General Assembly, which focused mainly on climate change, fight
against the economic crisis, and issues of demilitarization and elimination of nu-
clear weapons. During his meetings with UN representatives, Minister Laj¢dk
spoke about the western Balkans issue, in particular Kosouvo and Bosnia and
Herzegouing, i.e. areas of which he has a very extensive knowledge.

On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Velvet Revolution several
commemorative events initiated by the Slovak ambassador were held in Wash-
ington, which were attended by the Minister Laj¢dk. One of them was a confer-
ence at the Heritage Foundation, which was attended by many of the diplomats
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Ambassador Rodolphe Vallee
and his wife during the

celebration of Independence
Day at the Bratislava castle in
July 2006. Photograph: TASR

Velvyslanec Rodolphe Vallee
s manzelkou na oslavach
Dna nezdvislosti v areali
Bratislavského hradu vjdli
2006. Foto: TASR

Biely dom a dvadsiate vyrocie Neznej revolucie B

V lete 2008 skoncil pdatro¢né posobenie
vo Washingtone veluyslanec Kacer. Par mesiacov viedol tirad chargé d “affaires
Andrej Droba a v decembri prisiel do Washingtonu skiiseny diplomat Peter Burian.
Po pésobeni na nasej misii pri OSN v New Yorku odouvzdal pouverouvacie listiny
Georgoui Bushovi.

V janudri 2009 nastupil do Bieleho domu Barack Obama a novou ministerkou sa
stala Hillary Clintonoud. Veluyslanec Obsitnik skoncil suoju misiu na Slovensku
v den inaugurdcie prezidenta a ambasddu takmer rok a pol viedol chargé d “af-
faires Keith Eddins.

V septembri 2009 navstivil New York minister zahrani¢ngch veci M. Lajcdk.
Zucastnil sa na Valnom zhromazdeni OSN, ktorému dominovala téma klima-
tickgch zmien, boja proti ekonomickej krize a otdzky odzbrojenia a nesirenia
jadrouych zbrani. Minister Lajédk sa venoval pocas stretnuti s predstavitelmi
OSN qj otdzke zdpadného Balkdnu, najmé Kosova a Bosny a Hercegoviny, teda
oblasti, v ktorej md medzindrodnyg kredit.

Pri prilezitosti duadsiateho vgroc¢ia Neznej revoltucie sa konali vo Washingtone
z iniciativy slovenského veluyslanectva viaceré spomienkouvé aktivity aj za
ucasti ministra zahrani¢nych veci Lajédka. Jednou z nich bola konferencia na
Heritage Foundation, na ktorej sa ztacastnili i diplomaticki aktéri dvadsatro¢ného
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who participated in the twenty year old Slovak-American story - Paul Hacker,
Ted Russell, Ralph Johnson, Rodolphe Vallee, Vince Obsitnik, Branislav Lichar-
dus, Rastislav Kdcer and Peter Burian. Slovak Foreign Minister Laj¢dk and the
post-November Minister of International Relations Pavol Demes also spoke at
the meeting.

On the occasion of November 17, U.S. President Barack Obama sent a personal
message to the Slouvaks in which he prized their courage in the fight for freedom
and human rights and described Slovakia and the Czech Republic as valued
partners of the USA. On this occasion, the House of Representatives of the U.S.
Congress adopted a unanimous resolution which highlighted the importance of
the post-November changes in the former Czechoslouakia.

Slovak-American relationships at present

Abolition of the visa obligation for trave-
ling to the U.S. in Nouember 2008 was of great political and psychological im-
portance to the Slovak Republic. Along with Schengen accession in December
2007 and Euro-zone accession in January 2009, it wrapped up our efforts to join
Western structures. Slovakia became part of the developed democratic world.
Today, American officials perceive Slovakia as a trusted friend, partner, and ally.
A country, which in the past received significant political, moral, and financial
help from the United States that was necessary for implementing social, politi-
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U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia
Vincent Obsitnik (left) hands
over a military merit medal to
the Captain of the Slovak
Armed Forces Vladimir Gazo

for participation in and support
of the Iraqi Freedom operation
(February 14, 2008).
Photograph: TASR

Velvyslanec USA na Slovensku
V.. Obsitnik, vlavo, odovzdal
medailu za vojenské zasluhy
kapitdnovi Ozbrojenych sil SR
V. Gazovi za Gcast a podporu
operdcie Irackd sloboda
14.2.2008. Foto: TASR

slovensko-amerického pribehu Paul Hacker, Ted Russell, Ralph Johnson, Ro-
dolphe Vdllee, Vince Obsitnik, Branislav Lichardus, Rastislav Kacer a Peter Burian.
Auditériu sa prihovorili aj minister zahrani¢ngch veci SR M. Laj¢dk a ponovem-
brouy minister medzindrodngch vztahouv SR P. Demes.

Pri prilezitosti 17. novembra americky prezident Barack Obama zaslal Slovdkom
osobné posolstuo, u ktorom ocenil stato¢nost ob¢anouv v boji za slobodu a Iudské
prdva a oznacil Slovensko, spolu s Ceskou republikou, za cennygch partnerov
USA. Snemouna reprezentantou Kongresu USA prijala pri tejto prileZitosti re-
zoltuciu, v ktorej kongresmani jednomyselne vyzdvihli vgznam ponovembro-
vych zmien v bjualom Ceskoslovensku.

Sucasnost slovensko-americkych vztahov

Odstrdnenie vizouej povinnosti pri ces-
tdch do USA v novembri 2008 malo pre Slouensku republiku velky politicky i psy-
chologicky vjznam. Spolu so ustupom do Schengenského priestoru v decembri
2007 a eurozény v janudri 2009 predstavuje zavrSenie integracného usilia do zd-
padnych struktir. Slovensko sa stalo stu¢astou vyspelého demokratického suveta.
Americki predstavitelia dnes hodnotia SR ako priatela, partnera a spojenca.
Krajina, ktord v minulosti ziskavala od Spojenych $tdtov vyraznu politickd,
mordlnu a finanénua podporu nevyhnutnu na spolocensko-politické, vojenské
a ekonomické reformy dnes spolu s USA p6sobi v problematickych regiénoch
svueta vo vojenskych ¢i civilngch operdcidch. Vysoko hodnotenou snahou vldady
SR o pomoc USA v boji s terorizmom bolo i prijatie troch bjualych vdznou
z Guantdnama na Slovensku v janudri 2010.

Slovensko md dnes vybudouany vlastny systém rozvojovej pomoci a expertiza
nasich diplomatov, ¢i mimoulddnych odbornikov, napriklad v problematike
Balkdnu, vgchodnej Eurépy ¢i bezpe¢nostnej a environmentdlnej problematike
sa ndleZite ocenuje.

Po uspesnej integrdcii Slovenska do zdpadnych Struktir sa spoluprdca s USA
sustreduje na odhalovanie novych moznosti v podnikatelskej sfére, vede, vjsku-
me a vzdelduani. K citlivo unimangm oblastiam zo strany USA patri pomerne
vysoky stupen korupcie a problémy v stidnictue na Slovensku. Americkd diplo-
macia u nés dnes pozorne sleduje oblast ludskgch a mensinouygch prdvu. Aj zné-
my americky finan¢nik a filantrop George Soros, ktory za ostatnych dvadsat
rokou vgrazne Slovensku pomohol, pontkol pocas jeho ndustevy Bratislavy
v oktobri 2010 podporu prdue v oblasti skualitnenie legislativy a starostlivosti
o Rémou. Pre slovensky verejng Zivot a najmd stdnictuo pod vedenim Stefana
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cal, military, and economic reforms, today participates with the USA in military
and civilian operations in many troubled regions of the world. A highly valued
contribution of Slovakia in helping the U.S. in its fight against terrorism was
placement of three Guantanamo detainees in a Slovak camp for asylum seekers
in January 2010.

Slovakia has built its own system of development aid and the expertise of our
diplomats and NGO experts is highly appreciated, in particular when it comes to
issues of the Balkans or Eastern Europe, and security and environmental issues.
After a successful integration of Slovakia with Western structures, the coopera-
tion with the USA focuses on discovering new opportunities in business, science,
research, and education. The USA is today highly sensitive about the high cor-
ruption rates and problems with the judicial system in Slovakia. U.S. diplomacy
is also carefully monitoring the area of human and minority rights. Even the fa-
mous American financier and philanthropist George Soros, who has helped Slo-
vakia significantly over the last twenty years, during his visit in October 2010
offered help that would focus mainly on the improvement of legislation and the
situation of the Roma. Slouak public life, and in particular the judicial system
headed by Supreme Court President Stefan Harabin, do not make a good impre-
ssion when diplomats can be seen in courtrooms in the role of observers. The
American diplomats Keith Eddins and Susan Ball have repeatedly criticized the
transparency and justice in Slovakia.

Even though the world economic crisis and the new global threats shift the focus
of American foreign policy to other areas and away from the old continent, in
summer 2009, several Central European personalities, among them also some
from Slouvakia, have reminded the Obama Administration of the importance of
the transatlantic partnership and position of the people in this region in these
turbulent times. During the following months, President Obama felt that besides
for improuing the relationship with Russia that it is also important to cultivate
arelationship with the “new Europe”, i.e. the post-communist countries that have
joined the EU and NATO. Having signed the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
with Russian President Meduvedeu in April 2010 in Prague, Obama invited the
prime ministers of 11 Central European states to a dinner, among them also
Robert Fico.

New stimuli helping to put Slovakia back into the spotlight can be expected from
the Slovak Caucus established by the U.S. Congress in May 2010. It is being co-
chaired by members of the House of Representatives - Republican Joe Wilson of
South Carolina and Democrat Peter Visclosky of Indiana.
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Harabina nie je dobrou vizitkou, ked sme mohli v stidnych sieniach vidat ako po-
zorouatelouv i diplomatov. Americki diplomati Keith Eddins a Susan Ball sa neraz
kriticky vyjadrili na adresu transparentnosti a spravodlivosti na Slovensku.

Hoci suetoud ekonomickd kriza a nové globdlne hrozby prestuaju zdujmy ame-
rickej zahrani¢nej politiky do ingch oblasti ako je stary kontinent, viaceré osob-
nosti zo strednej Eurépy, medzi nimi i zo Slovenska, pripomenuli v lete 2009
Obamovej administrative vgznam transatlantického partnerstua a postoje ludi
v nas$om regiéne v tychto turbulentnych ¢asoch. Prezident Obama v nadchd-
dzajucich mesiacoch vycitil, Ze popri zlepSouani vztahou s Ruskom je potrebné
kultivouat i vztahy s ,novou Eurépou”, teda postkomunistickgmi krajinami,
ktoré vusttpili do EU a NATO. Po podpise dohody o obmedzeni strategickych
utocnych zbrani s ruskym prezidentom D. Medvedevom zac¢iatkom aprila 2010
v Prahe pozual na spolo¢nt veceru 11 premiérov zo stredoeurépskeho regiénu,
medzi nimi i Roberta Fica.

Noué impulzy pre zvgsenie zdujmu o Slovensko mozno o¢akduvat od Kongre-
souého slovenského vygboru, ktorg vznikol v mdji 2010. Jeho spolupredsedami
su ¢lenovia Snemoune reprezentantou - republikdn Joe Wilson z Juznej Karoliny
a demokrat Peter Visclosky z Indiany.

Po junovuych parlamentnygch volbdch v roku 2010 sa vytvorila novd stredo-pravd
koalicia na ¢ele s pruvou Zenou na poste premiéra lvetou Radicovou. Nougm
$éfom diplomacie sa stal byualyg dvojndsobny premiér Mikuld$ Dzurinda a jeho
Statnym tajomnikom diplomat Milan JeZovica, ktorg posobil v USA. Na povo-
lebné Slouensko prisiel v auguste v poradi siedmy americky veluyslanec - Theo-
dore Sedgwick. Ide o bjualého tspesného podnikatela, ktorého nominoval
prezident Obama. Coskoro po prichode sa novyj veluyslanec zapojil do pripravy
stretnutia ministrov zahrani¢nygch veci USA a Slovenska. Oktébroué zvitanie
Hillary Clintonovej a Mikuld$a Dzurindu vo Washingtone malo ovela viac nez
pracouny charakter. Stretli sa totiz duaja blizki ludia, ktori si mali ¢o povedat.
Nielen o slovensko-americkych vztahoch, vySehradskej spoluprdci, Balkéne
a Afganistane.
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After the parliamentary elections in June 2010 a new center-right coalition was
created headed by Slovakia's first female Prime Minister lueta Radic¢ovd. The
two-time Prime Minister Mikul&$ Dzurinda became the new head of diplomacy
with Milan JeZovica, a former deputy ambassador to the U.S., becoming his State
Secretary. After the elections, Theodore Sedgwick came to Slovakia as the seve-
nth U.S. ambassador. He is a former successful entrepreneur, who was nominated
by President Obama. Soon after his arrival, the new ambassador became in-
volued in the preparation of a meeting of the American secretary of state and
her Slouak counterpart. The Washington meeting of Hillary Clinton and Mikulas
Dzurinda in October was much more than an official visit. It was a meeting of
two close people who had a lot to discuss - not just about the relationship be-
tween Slovakia and America, but also about cooperation within the Visegrad
group of countries, about the Balkans and Afghanistan.
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The U.S. ambassador to
Slovakia T. Sedgwick (second
from left) and his wife Kate
were received by the Slovak
President Ivan Gasparovic

in Bratislava on August 18,
2010. Photograph: TASR

The U.S. ambassador to
Slovakia, Theodore Sedgwick
in the middle, and the former
Slovak ambassador to the USA,
Rastislav Kacer to the right,
in a discussion with students
of the Matej Bel University

in Banska Bystrica in October
2010. Photograph: archive

of the American Embassy

in Bratislava

Velvyslanca USA na Slovensku
T. Sedgwicka, druhy zlava,

s manzelkou Kate prijal

18. augusta 2010 v Bratislave
prezident SR I. Gasparovic.
Foto: TASR

Velvyslanec USA na Slovensku
T. Sedgwick v strede a byvaly
slovensky velvyslanec v USA
R. Kécer vpravo pri spolocnej
diskusii so Studentmi na
Univerzite Mateja Bela

v Banskej Bystrici, oktober
2010. Foto: archiv americkej
ambasady v Bratislave

Post Scriptum

V ¢ase, ked na Slovensko prisiel pred dvo-

ma desatro¢iami konzul Paul Hacker a spolu so sendtorom Pellom znovu otudral
americky konzuldt sa toho velmi vela zmenilo. Vtedy bolo Slovensko stucastou
Ceskoslovenska. Dnes je samostatngm moderngm §tdtom a md nielen déstojné
a profesiondlne veluyslanectuvo vo Washingtone, Stdlu misiu pri OSN v New
Yorku, dua generdlne konzuldty v New Yorku a v Los Angeles, ale dj siet 11 hono-
rdrnych konzuldtou po celgch Spojenych statoch. Na vgchodnom Slouvensku,
odkial'v minulosti emigroual najudcsi pocet Slovdkou do Ameriky, dnes tispeSne
posobi priemyselny gigant U.S. Steel Kosice. Vtedy napriklad neexistoval inter-
net a e-mail a nepoznali sme globdlnu vojnu s terorizmom. Znamenim doby, ako
aj prikladom aroune slovensko-americkych vztahouv, je ocenenie slovenskej I'T
spoloc¢nosti ESET v Spojenych stdtoch. V juni 2010 ziskali jej informatici v Bielom
dome za ucasti prezidenta Obamu prestizne ocenenia za inovativne rieSenia pri
ochrane Ameriky pred kyber-kriminalitou.
Od mdja 2009 stoji pred novostaubou Slovenského ndrodného divadla v aredli
moderného komplexu Eurovea socha generdla Milana Rastislava Stefénika,
ktorg ndm vdaka svojej oduahe a diplomatickému talentu dopomohol k mod-
ernej Statnosti. Spojitost s Amerikou pripomina i bronzoud plaketa s textom Pitts-
burskej zmluuy z mdja 1918 umiestnenej na pyléne s levom, ktory je sucastou
impozantného susosia na brehu Dundjq, pretekajuceho cez hlavuné mesto samos-
tatného Slovenska.

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 67




Il Post Scriptum

A lot has changed since two d
ago when Paul Hacker and Senator Pell came to Slouvakia to reopen the U.
sulate. At that time, Slovakia was still a part of Czechoslovakia. Today,
independent modern state with a professional embassy in Washington,
nent UN mission in New York, consulates general in New York and Los
and a network of 11 honorary consulates across the United States. In t
Slouakia, from where the greatest number of Slovaks has immigrated
icq, the industrial giant U.S. Steel KoSice successfully does its business
years ago there was no Internet and e-mail, and no global war on ter
ther. A sign of the times and an example of the level of Slovak-Amer
tionships is an award to the Slovak company ESET that was present
United States. In June 2010, at the White House in attendance of Preside
its I'T specialists were presented prestigious awards for innovative s
protecting America from cyber-crime.
From May 2009, a statue of General Milan Rastislav Stefénik stands
the newly built Slovak National Theatre within the grounds of the
rovea complex in Bratislava. It was Stefénik whose courage and visior
Slovakia become a modern independent state. We are reminded of t
tion with America also by the bronze memorial tablet with the tex
burgh Treaty from May 1918, which has been installed on a py
that forms part of a monumental sculptural group placed on
Danube River flowing through the capital city of the independe
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