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INFO-ALERT brings to your attention a selection of abstracts of current articles and new materials from 
American publications on current political, economic, social issues and trends in the United States. 
These materials are available upon request from the Information Resource Center.  

The electronic version of the INFO-ALERT is available at: 
http://singapore.usembassy.gov/info_alert.html 

If you are interested in receiving any of the articles listed, you may call telephone no.  
6476-9082,  fax your request to 6476-9035, or send an e-mail to singaporeusembassy@state.gov 
 

 
 
 

POLITICS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

 
1. ASIA'S LOOMING POWER SHIFT 

Rajan Menon 
National Interest, September/October 2013, 13 pages 
 
Rajan Menon, Professor of Political Science, City College of New York/City University of New York, discusses the 
concept of a "Greater Asia" and the three most prominent theories: the "Clash of Civilizations; the "End of 
History"; and globalization. 
 

2. AMERICAN POWER, EAST ASIAN REGIONALISM AND EMERGING POWERS: IN OR AGAINST EMPIRE? 
James Parisot 
Third World Quarterly, August 2013, 16 pages. 

Is world power shifting towards East Asia, pushing global capitalism closer to an age in which China ‘rules the 
world’?  Is U.S. hegemony in ‘terminal decline’, or are we still living in an epoch of U.S. hegemony as the United 
States continues to function as an ‘indispensable nation’?  The author discusses a new perspective on these 
questions. 

 

http://singapore.usembassy.gov/info_alert.html
mailto:singaporeusembassy@state.gov
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/rajan-menon
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/rajan-menon
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3. WHY CONVERGENCE BREEDS CONFLICT 
Mark Leonard 
Foreign Affairs, September/October 2013, 11 pages 

Mark Leonard, Co-Founder and Director of the European Council on Foreign Relations, discusses why the 
similarities between China and the U.S. may create conflict in the future, and explores the political and 
ideological differences between the two countries. 
 

4. POWER OF BALANCE: ADVANCING US-ASEAN RELATIONS UNDER THE SECOND OBAMA ADMINISTRATION 
Prashanth Parameswaran 
The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs, Winter 2013, 12 pages 

Prashanth Parameswaran, a PhD Candidate in International Affairs at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
at Tufts University, examines the legacy of the first Obama administration in rebalancing American commitments 
and resources with the Asia-Pacific region.  The article also looks at the challenge to harness the power of 
balance and achieve parity in four aspects of the relationship: bilateralism and multilateralism, security and 
economics, confronting and cooperating with China, and the scope of U.S. commitments and resources they 
require. 
 

5. FORGING A NEW TYPE OF GREAT POWER RELATIONS IN THE GLOBAL COMMONS 
Abraham M. Denmark 
American Foreign Policy Interests, May-June 2013, 8 pages 

Abraham Denmark, Vice President for Political and Security Affairs at the National Bureau of Asian Research, 
analyzes China’s proposal of a “New Type of Great Power Relations,” drafted in hopes of avoiding conflict with 
the United States.  He also discusses how the concept’s lack of substantive recommendations for engagement 
severely limits its strategic impact. 
 

6. FOREIGN POLICY STRATEGIES OF EMERGING POWERS IN A MULTIPOLAR WORLD: AN INTRODUCTORY REVIEW 
Andrew F. Cooper and Daniel Flemes 
Third World Quarterly, July 2013, 20 pages 

The authors examine the major debates concerning the rise of emerging powers in the global system, focusing on 
the fundamental difference between the contours of ascendancy in the first quarter of the 21st century, from 
previous historical eras with reference to the number of countries placed in this category. 
 

7. THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AND U.S. POLICY OPTIONS 
Michael McDevitt 
American Foreign Policy Interests, July/August 2013, 13 pages 
 
Michael McDevitt, a senior fellow at the Center for Naval Analyses Strategic Studies, analyzes the current tension 
in South China Sea and how the United States could become involved in a crisis.  He focuses on whether current 
policies are likely to achieve the Obama administration’s objectives of a rules-based regime in the South China 
Sea that would eliminate tension and preserve long-term regional stability. 
 

http://ecfr.eu/content/profile/C18/
http://ecfr.eu/content/profile/C18/
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/authors/284/prashanth-parameswaran
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/authors/284/prashanth-parameswaran
http://www.nbr.org/about/team.aspx?id=f032ac31-7723-4fed-b42c-cde43db4db2a#.UjE7_NKLBnI
http://www.andrewfcooper.com/
http://www.giga-hamburg.de/index.php?folder=staff/flemes&file=flemes.html
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8. THE DEVELOPMENTAL STATE AND ELECTORAL MARKETS IN EAST ASIA: HOW STRATEGIES OF 
INDUSTRIALIZATION HAVE SHAPED PARTY INSTITUTIONALIZATION 
Olli Hellmann 
Asian Survey, July/August 2013, 26 pages 

Olli Hellmann explores party systems in East Asia and how the developmental state significantly shapes the 
institutionalization of political parties in the region. 
 

ECONOMIC SECURITY AND TRADE 

9. PATHS AHEAD FOR EAST ASIA AND ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONALISM 
Christopher M. Dent 
International Affairs, July 2013, 23 pages 

Christopher Dent discusses developments in the regionalism of East Asia and the Asia-Pacific regions, and the 
growing global significance in its strengthening regional economic coherence in an emerging world of regions.  
He focuses on the challenges to the further advancement of regionalism in this part of the world. 
 

10. THE HYPERGLOBALIZATION OF TRADE AND ITS FUTURE 
Arvind Subramanian and Martin Kessler 
PIIE Working Paper Series#13-6, July 2013, 66 pages 

The authors discuss seven salient features of trade integration in the 21st century: 1) hyper globalization, 2) the 
dematerialization of globalization, 3) democratic globalization, 4) crisscrossing globalization, 5) the rise of a 
mega-trader, the first since Imperial Britain, 6) the proliferation of regional trade agreements/the imminence of 
mega-regional ones, and 7) the decline of barriers to trade in goods but the continued existence of high barriers 
to trade in services.  The challenges faced by the world trading system are also discussed. 
 

11. MARKET-PROTECTING INSTITUTIONS AND THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION'S ABILITY TO PROMOTE TRADE 
Jesse C. Johnson, et al.  
International Studies Quarterly, June 2013, 8 pages 

Does the World Trade Organization (WTO) promote trade?  Why does the WTO and its successor, General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), not increase trade?  The authors discuss the impact of GATT/WTO on 
trade flows and the role of market-protecting institutions. 
 

12. HOW TECHNOLOGY IS DESTROYING JOBS 
David Rotman 
Technology Review, July/August 2013, 9 pages 

David Rotman, an editor of MIT Technology Review, examines the impact of technological innovations on the 
labor market and how technological advances have destroyed jobs through automation faster than they have 
created jobs, resulting in greater economic inequality and income stagnation. 

http://www.iie.com/staff/author_bio.cfm?author_id=488
http://www.iie.com/staff/author_bio.cfm?author_id=775
http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~jcjohnson/JohnsonCV.pdf
http://www.technologyreview.com/contributor/david-rotman/
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13. EDUCATION IS NOT THE ANSWER 
Jeff Madrick 
Harper's Magazine, June 2013, 3 pages 

Jeff Madrick argues that education is not the main solution to return America to prosperity, and skill-based 
technological change is not the driver of economic inequality or declining wages in the United States.  What is 
driving inequality, then?  
 

14. ECONOMIC LIBERALISM IN ILLIBERAL REGIMES: AUTHORITARIAN VARIATION AND THE POLITICAL ECONOMY 
OF TRADE 
Charles R. Hankla and Daniel Kuthy 
 International Studies Quarterly, September 2013, 14 pages 

Do authoritarian regimes behave similarly to one another with regard to their trade policies?  The authors 
examine the relationship between large-selectorate autocracies and free trade, and explore the effects of 
authoritarian variation on national trade policies.  
 

SOCIAL ISSUES & VALUES, EDUCATION & THE ARTS 

15. FIFTY YEARS AFTER THE MARCH 
Joshua Muravchik 
Commentary, September 2013, 7 pages 

Joshua Muravchik, a fellow at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies, explores the 
legacy and impact of the March on Washington, a civil rights demonstration held August 28, 1963, in 
Washington, D.C.  
  

16. MAKING CONNECTIONS: HIGHER EDUCATION MEETS SOCIAL MEDIA 
Cynthia D. Wilson 
Change, July/August 2013, 7 pages 

Cynthia Wilson, Vice President for Learning & Research at the League for Innovation in the Community College, 
examines social media usage in higher education in the United States.  She also examines how social media can 
be used for student support, student learning assessment, and teaching and learning tools. 
 

17. DOES DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP HAVE A FUTURE? 
Edward L. Ayers 
Educause Review, July/August 2013, 7 pages 

Edward Ayers, president of the University of Richmond, discusses the concept of digital scholarship which 
describes discipline-based scholarship produced with digital tools and presented in digital form. 
 

 

http://legacy2.sais-jhu.edu/faculty/directory/bios/m/muravchik.htm
http://www.educause.edu/node/124201
http://www.educause.edu/node/124201
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18. BYRON'S FLIPPED CLASSROOMS 
Kathleen P. Fulton 
Education Digest, September 2013, 5 pages 

Kathleen Fulton, an educational consultant in Washington, D.C., examines the use of a flipped classroom 
approach and digital education resources.  She focuses on how mathematics teachers redesign the curriculum 
and create their own lessons and materials through video lessons.  
 

19. MACHINE LEARNING 
Seth Fletcher 
Scientific American, August 2013, 7 pages 

Seth Fletcher, an editor at Scientific American magazine, explores how schools and universities in the United 
States are embracing technology that tailors content to students' abilities and takes teachers out of the lecturing 
business.  But is it an improvement? 
 

20. IN A TIME OF EXPERIMENTATION: EXCITEMENT AND DREAD 
Jeffrey R. Young 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, August 23, 2013, 18 pages 
 
Jeffrey Young discusses a 2013 report on technology in higher education, including college students' use of social 
media, learning-management systems, and educational technology, as well as massive open online courses 
(MOOCs), college teachers' attitudes toward online learning, and college-corporate partnerships.  
 
 

21. GOING TO THE CLOUD VS DOING IT IN-HOUSE 
Pamela Carson, et al.  
Computers in Libraries, July/August 2013, 7 pages 

The authors examines the potential of cloud computing to revolutionize library information technology (IT) 
and  the increasing importance of an adaptive IT services evaluation strategy that can change and be responsive 
to the speed with which technology evolves, regardless of whether the library goes in-house or cloud-based.  
 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

22. HOW QUALITY CONTENT WILL UP YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT QUOTIENT 
Aaron Windeknecht 
Campaigns & Elections, July/August 2013, 2 pages 

Why is the number of likes your page gets on Facebook or the number of Twitter followers not the right measure 
of your social networking success?  Aaron Windeknecht, New Media Manager of the Campaign Headquarters, 
discusses how to make social media channels activate and engage your audience. 
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23. THE WAY WE LIE NOW 
Megan Garber 
The Atlantic, September 2013, 2 pages 

Megan Garber discusses the impact of digital communication and online social networks on the habits of lying 
trend, and technology's ability to uncover deception.  
 

24. UNDERWRITTEN OR UNDERCUT? 
David Conrad 
Columbia Journalism Review, July/August 2013, 3 pages 

David Conrad discusses the reduction of foreign correspondents and the future of high-quality foreign news 
coverage.  He focuses on the efforts of journalism nonprofit organizations, namely the International Reporting 
Project and the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, to manage U.S. foreign news. 
 

25. THE 'AWAYNESS' PROBLEM 
Jay Rosen 
Columbia Journalism Review, September/October 2013, 3 pages 

The author discusses the philosophy of journalism, focusing on civic journalism and how it can present 
immediacy to events that occur outside of daily experience as well as the role of journalism in American culture 
and history.  

http://www.theatlantic.com/megan-garber/

