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July/August 2011 

 

INFO-ALERT brings to your attention a selection of abstracts of current articles and new materials from 
American publications on current political, economic, social issues and trends in the United States. These 

materials are available upon request from the Information Resource Center.   

The electronic version of the INFO-ALERT is available at: 
http://singapore.usembassy.gov/info_alert.html 

If you are interested in receiving any of the articles listed, you may call telephone no. 6476-9082, fax your 
request to 6476-9035, or send an e-mail to Singaporeusembassy@state.gov 

 
 
 

POLITICS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. POWER AND PARADOX: ASIAN GEOPOLITICS AND SINO-AMERICAN RELATIONS IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY 
Michael Evans 
Orbis, Winter 2011, 29 pages 

Michael Evans, a fellow at the Australian Defence College, examines the pattern of Asian geopolitics, 
focusing on the rise of China as an intellectual prism, the interacting forces of geopolitics and military 
modernization, and the future of Sino-American relations in Asia. 

2. THE FUTURE OF THE LIBERAL WORLD ORDER 
G. John Ikenberry 
Foreign Affairs, May/June 2011, 13 pages 

As wealth and power are moving from the North and the West to the East and the South, will the liberal 
international order survive?  John Ikenberry, the Albert G. Milbank Professor of Politics and International 
Affairs at Princeton University, discusses the global political order and the U.S. role in this new age of 
international order. 

3. BARACK OBAMA'S DEMOCRACY PROMOTION AT MIDTERM 
Nicolas Bouchet 
The International Journal of Human Rights, May 2011, 17 pages 

Nicolas Bouchet, a doctoral researcher in democracy promotion at the Institute for the Study of the 
Americas, analyzes the Obama administration's approach to the promotion of democracy and human rights 
at three levels: ideas, strategy and policy. 
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4. STRENGTHENING U.S. STATECRAFT THROUGH PUBLIC DIPLOMACY 
Katherine Brown and Tom Glaisyer 
The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs, Winter 2011, 13 pages 

The authors, doctoral candidates in Communications at Columbia University, discuss public diplomacy 
strategy as a central part of 21st century U.S. statecraft in seeking to effectively reach an amorphous 
global public. 

ECONOMIC SECURITY AND TRADE 

5. ASEAN'S CORE NORMS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS; IS THE CRISIS A 
CATALYST FOR INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT? 
Deepak Nair 
 Asian Survey, March 2011, 23 pages 

Deepak Nair, a Ph.D. student in the Department of International Relations at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, assesses the impact of the economic crisis on plans for economic 
integration.  On the political side, he assesses the impact of the crisis on the goals for an ASEAN Political 
and Security Community steeped in a new normative agenda of participatory governance. 

6. THE ECONOMY HAS NOT SOLVED ITS PROBLEMS 
Robert Wade 
Challenge, March/April 2011, 38 pages 

After the global financial crisis, what is likely to happen over the next decade?  Robert Wade, a professor of 
political economy at the London School of Economics, presents two predictions on the world economy and 
possibility of another financial crisis.  
 

7. DO MEGA SPORTING EVENTS PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL TRADE? 
Andrew Rose and Mark Spiegel 
SAIS Review of International Affairs, Winter-Spring 2011, 10 pages 

Large sporting events, such as the World Cup or the Olympic Games, usually end up imposing large costs 
on their hosts that are not nearly compensated for by either the revenues earned during the event or the 
legacy of large facilities that are left behind. The improbability of recovering such a sizable investment 
explains why economists are usually skeptical that hosting these types of mega sporting events can be 
profitable. However, the authors note that the desire to host such mega sporting events is widely held by 
both the masses and political elites. These events may allow countries to signal that they intend to intensify 
their participation on the world stage, and that there may be tangible benefits by doing so.  

 

SOCIAL ISSUES & VALUES, EDUCATION & THE ARTS 

8. RELATIONSHIPS, COMMUNITY, AND IDENTITY IN THE NEW VIRTUAL SOCIETY 
Arnold Brown 
The Futurist, March/April 2011, 4 pages 

As we spend more of our social lives online, the definitions of relationships and families are shifting.  Arnold 
Brown, a business futurist, offers an overview of these trends and what they imply for organizations in the 
coming years. 
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9. TEACHING MOBILE LITERACY 
David Parry 
Educause Review, March/April 2011, 3 pages 

Teaching mobile literacy, according to David Parry, an assistant professor of Emerging Media and 
Communications at the University of Texas at Dallas, is as crucial as teaching basic literacy.  He believes 
that one of the obligations of educators is to consider how mobile Internet changes not only how they 
teach, but what it means to be knowledgeable and educated in our culture.  And just as important, the 
mobile web opens up a host of pedagogical possibilities. 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

10. THE DECIDERS: FACEBOOK, GOOGLE, AND THE FUTURE OF PRIVACY AND FREE SPEECH 
Jeffrey Rosen 
The Future of the Constitution Series#12, May 2, 2011, 14 pages 

Jeffrey Rosen, a nonresident senior fellow in Governance Studies at the Brookings Institution, examines 
four different areas where existing ideas about constitutional protections for free speech and privacy will be 
most challenged in the era of Facebook and Google. 
 

11. 5 MYTHS OF THE 'INFORMATION AGE 
Robert Darnton 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, April 22, 2011, 4 pages 

Robert Darnton, a professor and university librarian at Harvard University, examines several myths 
associated with the information age including the misconception that traditional books are no longer 
needed, the belief that all information is available online, and the thought that libraries are obsolete. 
 

12. PAY TO PLAY 
Cary Spivak 
American Journalism Review, Spring 2011, 5 pages 

Is asking newspaper readers to pay for digital content a winning strategy for the future?   Cary Spivak, an 
investigative reporter for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, examines news agencies that charge readers for 
access to their online content and how successful this may or may not be. 
 

13. THE INS AND OUTS OF IPAD APPS 
Barb Palser 
American Journalism Review, Spring 2011, 6 pages 

Barb Palser, a columnist with the American Journalism Review, discusses the effort that news agencies 
are making to use the iPad tablet computer device as a platform to distribute content to readers through 
applications, focusing on the pros and cons of charging a fee to news consumers to download the 
application. 
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