My Summer Work and Travel Experience
Introduction 
My name is Bai, Xuejiao. Currently, I am studying International Relations as a postgraduate student in the University of Bristol, UK. I participated in the Summer Work and Travel program from July to October 2009, while I was a student at Dalian University of Foreign Languages. 
Working
I worked as a Game Host in Kings Dominion, an entertainment park in VA, US. During the ten-week work, my oral English and communication skills improved a lot. I also was able to gain relevant work experience, make friends with people from all over the world and strengthen my understanding and interest in international relations. 

As a Game Host, I was responsible for attracting guests to play games, inform them of the game rules, encourage them to play and gave prize to the winner. I was expected to be happy and energetic every day from morning to night. My job was bringing happiness to the customers, how could I mange that if I had a bad day? There, I learned to be professional. The moment I got on my position, I would smile and talk in an enthusiastic voice. To my surprise, I quickly forgot my depression and totally devoted myself to the happy job, laughing with the kids, applauding for the winner, encouraging the loser and providing advice on how to do a better job. My happiness was from the bottom of my heart. My job not only took happiness to others, but also brought pleasure to myself. Though I was only a Game Host, I preferred to do some voluntary extra work in my spare time, such as helping the HR Department in organizing parties for employees. Teamwork was attractable and I really had a good time. Thanks to the work experience, I had got offers from three corporations before I graduated from my university.  
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Different games in the park
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My friendly colleagues
Secondly, it was an opportunity to make friends with people all over the world. I got to know many friends in the US and we have developed long-time friendship. I still keep in touch with some of my overseas friends from US, Turkey and Greece through email. I will send my best wishes to them during the Christmas Holiday and they also greet me and my family during the Chinese Spring Festival. As for the Chinese colleagues in the US, we are very good friends now because during that period of time, we took care of each other, travelled together, encouraged each other to be mature and independent when we felt homesick
Thirdly, I found my dream. From the experience in the US, I realize that I am really interested in communicating with people throughout the world. I have the desire to know other countries, as well as the zeal to introduce my motherland to them. Though I received three great offers before graduation, I know what my dream is. Hence, I applied for further study in UK to experience a different culture from America. I chose International Relations as my major in order to know more about the world. I hope that my dream will come true one day. 
Travelling
I am a crazy girl about travelling. It helps to broaden my horizon and enrich my experience. I have never wasted a single day in the USA. Whenever I had an off-day, I would travel. Thus, during the ten-week work time, I went to Richmond, the Virginia Beach, Washington D.C., Philadelphia and the Atlantic City. And after finishing the work, I travelled to New York, Niagara Falls, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
1. Trips to Washington D.C. and Philadelphia. The tour guide in the Philadelphia City Hall was very learned. I learned much American history there.
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2. A lovely day on the Virginia Beach, playing with kids and my friends.
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3. Visiting Richmond and listening to the historical stories
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4. The Atlantic City
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5. I like Boston, I like Harvard!
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6. San Francisco, the capital of freedom
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7. Los Angeles (Hollywood, the Universal Studio and Yosemite)
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8. New York ( the University of Columbia; United Nations; Empire State Building; the Wall Street; the Time Square and Central Park)
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9. I was shocked by the Niagara Falls. It is a miracle ~
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10. Chicago 
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Some comments
I am grateful that I can get the opportunity to work and travel in the United States. It is my honor to share my experience with my fellow students and I will definitely recommend this program to my friends. It is an unforgettable memory in my life. I hope that more and more Chinese students will get the opportunity to work and travel overseas. I would like to do something helpful to promote this kind of exchange experience. 
