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U.S. Consulate Shenyang Welcomes Jazz at Lincoln Center
Mark Sherman-Tim Horner Quartet to Play at Local Universities
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June 7, 2010 – The U.S. Consulate proudly welcomes the Mark Sherman – Tim Horner Quartet to Shenyang, China.  Following in the footsteps of such musical legends as Louis Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie, and Duke Ellington, this American quartet specializing in jazz is touring internationally between June and July, 2010.  As part of The Rhythm Road: American Music Abroad, this ensemble will give workshops and concerts for students at Liaoning University, Shenyang Normal University, and the Shenyang Conservatory of Music from June 7-10, 2010.   

A partnership between Jazz at Lincoln Center and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, The Rhythm Road was formed in 2005 to promote mutual understanding and cultural respect between the United States and countries around the world.

U.S. Consul General Steve Wickman welcomes the opportunity to share American jazz with Chinese students.  He remarked, "Jazz is a quintessentially American music, and it is a pleasure to share this with our Chinese friends.  It draws on influences from around the world to create its own unique sound.  I am certain our visiting artists will gain fresh ideas and inspiration from this experience."

The Mark Sherman-Tim Horner Quartet has performed internationally for the last five years, with numerous tours through Europe, the United States, and Canada.  Its members, each with strong teaching credentials, bring a deeply-rooted post-bop jazz approach to original and standard compositions which carry on the art form with a high level of invigorating musicianship.  Their music is relentless, energetic, and brimming with improvisation.  
Over the past four years, 28 ensembles including 108 musicians have toured 97 countries on five continents through this partnership between Jazz at Lincoln Center and the U.S. Department of State. The touring ensembles also perform in two free public concert series in New York City and in Washington, D.C. 
The Rhythm Road, originally called the Jazz Ambassadors, began in 1956 with a tour by Dizzy Gillespie and an 18-piece band that traveled through southern Europe, the Middle East and south Asia.  Other Jazz Ambassadors tours featured Louis Armstrong in 1956, 1960 and 1961, Dave Brubeck in 1958, and Duke Ellington in 1963, 1970 and 1972.  The program developed over the years and in 2005, the name changed to The Rhythm Road: American Music Abroad.  The program expanded to its current incarnation, featuring jazz, urban/hip hop, blues, and bluegrass ensembles.
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