We have an exciting collaboration between Umass and HIT on developing “Plant
clonal systems as a strategy for ammonia-nitrogen pollution removal from drinking
water in cold latitudes”. This is in collaboration with the State Key Lab of Urban Water
Resource, HIT and two laboratories at Umass (my own and Dr. Kalidas Shetty of Food
Scince).

I gave my US visa interview at Thursday 16th of September in the U.S. Consulate
in Shenyang China. My visa type was J-1 as | am funded by China Scholarship Council.
At about 7:15 | was standing in a queue outside the Embassy. Everyone had to wait until
7:45 when the guards allowed to enter. Again there was a security checkin and one of
the guards checked the green receipt from American Express to verify whether i have
paid the visa fees or not. After that | entered in US Embassy building, and guess what,
again an X-Ray machine was in front of me. | placed my file that had my documents in
a basket and let it through the X-Ray machine. It was 7:50 when | reached outside the
visa counselor’'s OFFICE. Everyone waited until 8:00 and then we were allowed to
enter the OFFICE of counserlor. Everyone was seated according to his turn by a guard.
My turn was 5th. | was a bit nervy and the chill in the office made my legs to shake.
There were 6 counters in total. | kept on waiting till 8:30 and no one was called for
interview until then. | think there must be around 50 people in total waiting for the
interview. One of the guards asked me to go to counter no 4. A young Asia girl,
probably around 23 asked me to give my passport and visa application form. Then she
asked me to place my left index finger on the scanner and then the righ index finger.
After that she told me to have a seat and wait for a moment.After 5 min, a bell rang and
a lady spoke,"No.5, please come to counter no.4". | said some prayers and went to the
counter. The visa counselor was a lady. | think she was about 32 years.Then we had the
following chat OFFICER:Hello Me: Hello OFFICER:So what are u going for to USA?
Me: For a joint PhD degree. OFFICER:What would you be studying there? Me: | would
be studying at Plant, Soil & Insect Sciences Department at Umass and would be
studying sorption of hydrocarbons and metals in soils and sediments, and contaminant
water chemistry. OFFICER:OK.Have you got some documents from your university.
ME: Yes. Here they are. OFFICER:OK.What is this.is it a deadline of your DS-2019.
ME: YES OFFICER:I would be needing the change the date. Me: Ok.Here it is. (She
entered something on her computer after seeing my admit letter) OFFICER:So you are
going to study water treatment systems? Me: | am going to study Ammonia-nitrogen
Removal from Drinking Water Using Modified Zeolites. OFFICER:To which other
schools did you apply? Me: | got admit from 2 schools.From Umass and from UA.
OFFICER:WHY did you choose Umass? Me: Some of my seniors who have performed
well at Umass. OFFICER:From where did u do your MSc? Me: | did my BSc from
Nanchang University, Department of Food Science. OFFICER:Ok It will take three
weeks for the processing and we need your new DS-2019. Me: Ok, | have got the
DS-2019. And then i went out of the EMBASSY. So first thing is to stay cool.Your
interview would take only 3-4 mins. Try to answer the questions concisely and dont go
in to much of the detail. These days they are not taking a tough interview. SO
GOODLUCK TO EVERYONE.
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