Advertisement for Logistical Support Contract 


The Consulate has a requirement for a contractor to provide logistical support for an upcoming U.S. Agricultural Trade Mission.  Proposals will be due by 9 AM on February 6, 2012.  

1.  Background

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS), Office of Capacity Building and Development (OCBD), Trade and Science Capacity Building Division (TSCBD) has, over the past 10 years, coordinated USDA Agribusiness Trade Missions (ATMs) to countries around the world.  Generally, these missions seek to establish mid- and long-term partnerships through sales in agri-food production, processing and inputs.  Trade missions comprise an important component of the promotion of U.S. exports in the field of agriculture, encouraging economic development, and job-creation in rural areas.  Trade missions provide U.S. participants with focused one-on-one meetings with potential buyers, partners, and other relevant host-country businesses, identify trade barriers that could be addressed through further government-funded technical assistance, include U.S. Embassy/Consulate and local expert in-country briefings on the economic and business climate in the host country, provide links to shipping consolidators, and incorporate appropriate U.S. Government assistance programs such as USDA’s Quality Samples Program.

2.  Scope

Under this contract, the U.S. Consulate General Shanghai’s Contracting Officer will select a contractor to provide support in the planning and implementation of activities associated with a proposed ATM to China.  The contractor should provide: 1) strong ties with the public and private sector agricultural community in the identified regions; 2) a resume reflecting a history of facilitating high visibility international and local events; and 3) adequate staffing to accomplish the tasks required.

3.  Objectives

The success of the ATM depends on the ability to connect U.S. businesses the appropriate companies in China, so that the U.S. businesses may position themselves to protect or expand their export market to the host country.  Further, the ATM should provide a series of informational meetings that enable U.S. participants to gain a strong knowledge of the steps they must take to operate successfully in China.  The contractor will provide logistical support to the ATM as explained in a detailed Statement of Work (not provided here, but available upon request).
4.  Delivery

Recognizing U.S. companies’ need for information prior to departure for the Mission, a bidding contractor’s proposal should include a timeline for completion of items.

5.  Place of Performance

The contract will be performed in Chengdu and Shanghai, and individual venues/meeting sites will be selected by ATO.  All tasks will be replicated at each location.  

6.  Period of Performance

The selected contractor will begin to provide services immediately after the contract is awarded. 

All contractors that respond to the solicitation must be technically qualified and financially responsible to perform the work.  At a minimum, each offeror must meet the following requirements when submitting their proposal:

· Be able to understand written and spoken English;

· Have an established business with a permanent address and telephone listing;

· Have the necessary personnel, equipment and financial resources available to perform the work;

· Have all licenses and permits required by local law;

· Meet all local legal requirements;

· Have no adverse criminal record; 

· Have no political or business affiliation which could be considered contrary to the interests of the United States;

· Have good experience and past performance records; and,

· Identify specialized experience and technical competence required to perform the work in accordance with this solicitation.

If a firm is interested in competing for this requirement, please provide a written request for a copy of the solicitation documents to the U.S. Embassy by sending an email to cumminske@state.gov. 
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