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INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

[1] The Art of Smart Power
New Statesman, July 18, 2012, 6 pages
Clinton, Hillary

Op-ed by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton. As the balance of world power shifts,
the US is developing a novel range of diplomatic, social, economic, political and security tools to
fix the world’s complex new geopolitical problems.

[2] Obama’s New Global Posture: The Logic of U.S. Foreign Deployments
Flournoy, Michéle; Davidson, Janine
Foreign Affairs, July/August 2012, pp. 54-63

Tough economic times are often met in Washington with calls for retrenchment. But for decades,
write two former top Pentagon officials, long-term forward deployments of U.S. forces and robust
alliances have guaranteed stability and uninterrupted trade, the very conditions the United States
needs for economic prosperity. The Obama administration gets it.

[3] Pivot but Hedge: A Strategy for Pivoting to Asia While Hedging in the Middle East
Orbis, March 2012, 19 pages
Barno, David W.; et al.

The U.S. government’s new emphasis on the Asia-Pacific represents a bold strategic choice that
could animate U.S. national security policy for years to come. Yet the United States must balance
its rightful new focus on the Asia-Pacific with the volatility that still exists in other areas of the
world. To implement a ‘‘Pivot but Hedge’’ strategy, the U.S. government should do three things.
First, it should exercise caution when cutting the defense budget. Second, it should give the
military services greater leadership roles in specific regions: naval and air forces should lead in
the Asia-Pacific, while ground forces should lead in the greater Middle East. Third, it should
maintain expansible, capable, and well-trained ground forces as a hedge against global uncertainty.

[4] Missiles in America
Harvard International Review, Summer, 2012, pp.64-70
Huessy, Peter
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President Ronald Reagan proposed in March 1983 that the US scientific community develop the
ability to shoot down ballistic missiles armed with nuclear warheads. He hoped to shift the
international security environment away from a balance of terror, which was then commonly
referred to as mutual assured destruction, to a more reliable deterrent strategy...

[5] Light at the End of their Tunnels? Hamas & the Arab Uprisings
International Crisis Group. August 14, 2012.

New dynamics in the Arab world present opportunities for Hamas and the West to redefine their
relationship, but it will take a far greater display of pragmatism and realism than either has
exhibited.

[6] Chinese Military Modernization and Force Development: A Western Perspective
Center for Strategic & International Studies. July 30, 2012.
Anthony H. Cordesmand and Nicholas S. Yarosh.

China's military modernization, and its impact on the military balance has become a critical issue
in assessing both Asian security and the nature of U.S. and Chinese strategic completion. The
analysis focuses as much as possible on trends in terms of hard numbers and on the ability assess
Chinese power in terms that can promote a security dialogue between the U.S. and China, and on
a regional level. It also examines the balance in the Taiwan Straits as a case study.
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[7] Annual Energy Outlook 2012: With Projections to 2035
Energy Information Administration, U.S. Dept of Energy, June 2012, 252 pages

The projections in the U.S. Energy Information Administration's (EIA's) Annual Energy Outlook
2012 (AEO2012) focus on the factors that shape the U.S. energy system over the long term.
Under the assumption that current laws and regulations remain unchanged throughout the
projections, the AEO2012 Reference case provides the basis for examination and discussion of
energy production, consumption, technology, and market trends and the direction they may take
in the future. It also serves as a starting point for analysis of potential changes in energy policies.
But AEO2012 is not limited to the Reference case. It also includes 29 alternative cases (see
Appendix E, Table E1), which explore important areas of uncertainty for markets, technologies,
and policies in the U.S. energy economy. Many of the implications of the alternative cases are
discussed in the "lIssues in focus" section of this report.

[8] The Food Crises: The US Drought
New England Complex Systems Institute. July 23, 2012.
Marco Lagi et al.

Recent droughts in the midwestern United States threaten to cause global catastrophe driven by a
speculator amplified food price bubble. The report shows the effect of speculators on food prices
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using a validated quantitative model that accurately describes historical food prices. During the
last six years, high and fluctuating food prices have led to widespread hunger and social unrest.
While the spring of 2012 had a relative dip in the food prices, a massive drought in the American
midwest in June and July threatens to trigger another crisis.
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[9] Reforming Copyright is Possible
Samuelson, Pamela
The Chronicle of Higher Education, July 9, 2012, various pages

The tantalizing vision of universal access to the cultural and scientific heritage of humanity
seemed close to fulfillment in 2008, when Google announced the settlement of a class-action
lawsuit charging that its Google Book Search project infringed copyright by scanning in-
copyright books from major research-library collections. Sergey Brin, co-founder of Google, later
asserted that the settlement was a big win for everyone because it would create a "library to last
forever.”

[10] Outsourcing and Insourcing Jobs in the U.S. Economy: Evidence Based on Foreign
Investment Data

CRS Report for Congress, May 10, 2012, 47 pages

Jackson, James K

Broad, comprehensive data on U.S. multinational companies generally lag behind current events
by two years and were not developed to address the issue of jobs outsourcing. Many economists
argue, however, that there is little evidence to date to support the notion that the overseas
investment activities of U.S. multinational companies play a significant role in the rate at which
jobs are created in the U.S. economy. Instead, they argue that the source of job creation in the
economy is rooted in the combination of macroeconomic policies the nation has chosen, the rate
of productivity growth, and the availability of resources. This report addresses these issues by
analyzing the extent of direct investment into and out of the economy, the role such investment
plays in U.S. trade, jobs, and production, and the relationship between direct investment and the
broader economic changes that are occurring in the U.S. economy.

[11] How Managers Become Leaders
Harvard Business Review, June 2012, 9 pages
Watkins, Michael D

Few managerial transitions are more difficult than making the move from leading a function to
leading an entire enterprise for the first time. The scope and complexity of the job increase
dramatically, in ways that can leave executives feeling overwhelmed and uncertain. It truly is
different at the top. But how, exactly? Career transition expert Michael Watkins set out to explore
that question in an extensive series of interviews with leadership mentors, HR professionals, and
newly minted unit heads. What he found was that at this turning point, executives must navigate a
tricky set of changes in their leadership focus and skills. Watkins calls these the seven seismic
shifts. New enterprise leaders must move from being a specialist to a generalist; from analyzing



Information Resource Center US Consulate General Shanghai

data to integrating knowledge from multiple sources; and from implementing tactics to
developing strategies. They also need to transform themselves from bricklayers into
organizational architects; from problem solvers into agenda setters; and from warriors intent on
beating the competition into diplomats who engage with a full range of stakeholders. Finally,
leaders must move out from the wings and get used to living on center stage in the full spotlight.
To make the transition, managers have to acquire new capabilities quickly. And though what got
them to the top may no longer be enough, there are steps that they and their organizations can take
to prepare them to succeed.

[12] To Keep Your Customers, Keep It Simple
Harvard Business Review, May 2012, 7 pages
Spenner, Patrick; Freeman, Karen

Marketers see today's consumers as web-savvy, mobile-enabled data sifters who pounce on
whichever brand or store offers the best deal. In response, they've ramped up their interactions
with customers. But for many consumers, the rising volume of marketing messages isn't
empowering--it's overwhelming. Rather than pulling customers into the fold, marketers are
pushing them away with relentless and ill-conceived efforts to engage. What do consumers want
from marketers? Simplicity. After surveying thousands of consumers and interviewing hundreds
of marketers and other executives, the authors find that the single biggest driver of customer
"stickiness” is the ease with which consumers can gather information about a product and
confidently and efficiently sort through their available choices. They offer three tactics marketers
can use to simplify consumers' decision making and help them navigate the purchase journey.
Companies should minimize the number of information sources consumers must touch as they
move confidently toward a purchase. They should provide trustworthy sources of product
information and recommendations. And they should offer tools that will help consumers weigh
their options by identifying the product features that are most relevant to them. Companies that
avoid bombarding customers and instead focus on simplifying consumers' decision making will
rise above the din, and their customers will stick by them as a result.

[13] What export-oriented America means
The American Interest, Summer 2012, 7 pages
Cowen, Tyler

In his State of the Union address two years ago, President Obama promised to double American
exports over the next five years. At the time critics called this an unrealistic political promise, one
that voters would forget by the 2012 election. But America is currently on track to meet that goal.
As of early 2012, exports measure in at about $180 billion each month, whereas two years ago it
was $140 billion per month. The growth rate of exports is about 16 percent per year, a trend that
at least conceivably could get us to Obama’s target.

[14] Future of Dollar Hegemony
Harvard International Review, Summer 2012, 4 pages
Zoffer, Josh
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The article discusses the impact of the Euro Crisis on the international balance of power between
currencies and the suspected future balances of said currencies. It refers to the euro system as an
untrustworthy stable alternative to the dollar which has enjoyed almost unrivaled status as the
world's preferred reserve currency. It cites calls to end the dollar hegemony due to the emergency
of the euro as a seemingly strong and stable international alternative and the unprecedented
growth of the Chinese economy. It indicates that Europe’s' debt crisis undermined the world's
faith in the euro and destroyed its potential as an alternative to the dollars and allowed the U.S. to
merge from the recession with a greater grip on the dollar hegemony.

[15] The Real Leadership Lessons of Steve Jobs
Isaacson, Walter
Harvard Business Review, April 2012, 10 pages

The author, whose biography of Steve Jobs was an instant best seller after the Apple CEO's death
in October 2011, sets out here to correct what he perceives as an undue fixation by many
commentators on the rough edges of Jobs's personality. That personality was integral to his way
of doing business, Isaacson writes, but the real lessons from Steve Jobs come from what he
actually accomplished. He built the world's most valuable company, and along the way he helped
to transform a number of industries: personal computing, animated movies, music, phones, tablet
computing, retail stores, and digital publishing. In this essay Isaacson describes the 14
imperatives behind Jobs's approach: focus; simplify; take responsibility end to end; when behind,
leapfrog; put products before profits; don't be a slave to focus groups; bend reality; impute; push
for perfection; know both the big picture and the details; tolerate only "A" players; engage face-to
face; combine the humanities with the sciences; and "stay hungry, stay foolish."

[16] Sovereign Debt Sustainability in Italy and Spain: A Probabilistic Approach
Peterson Institute for International Economics. August 2012.
William R. Cline

The paper introduces a new probabilistic approach to sovereign debt projections and presents new
estimates of debt ratios through 2020 for Italy and Spain. The new approach takes account of
likely correlations across 243 alternative scenarios with three states (good, baseline, bad) for five
key variables (growth, interest rate, primary surplus, bank recapitalization, and privatization). The
25th and 75th percentile scenarios are reported, as are the baseline and probability-weighted
outcomes. The results suggest sovereign debt is sustainable in both Italy (where debt ratios are
likely to decline because of a high primary surplus) and Spain (where the ratios rise but at a
decelerating pace and from relatively low levels).
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[17] Government Transparency: Efforts to Improve Information on Federal Spending
U.S. Government Accountability Office. July 18, 2012.
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The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and other federal agencies have taken steps to
improve federal spending data available on USAspending.gov. GAO previously made several
recommendations to improve these transparency efforts, including that OMB clarify guidance on
reporting award data and develop a procedure to ensure agencies report required information.
While GAO is not making new recommendations at this time, it underscores the importance of
fully implementing its prior recommendations.

[18] Midnight Rulemaking
Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress. July 18, 2012.
Maeve P. Carey

During the final months of recent presidential administrations, federal agencies have increased the
number of issued regulations. This phenomenon is often referred to as "midnight rulemaking."
Various scholars and public officials have documented evidence of midnight rulemaking by
several recent outgoing administrations, especially for those outgoing administrations that will be
replaced by an administration of a different party.

[19] Investment Heroes: Who's Betting on America's Future?
Progressive Policy Institute. July 11, 2012.
Diana G. Carew and Michael Mandel.

American voters are finding it hard to get excited about this year's presidential election. Job
growth is slow. Economic growth is slow. Real wages have been essentially stagnant since 2009.
It's the same old story as when recovery began three years ago. Voters, swing voters especially,
are looking for news that will boost their confidence from all the economic doom and gloom
going around. The authors believe economic successes begin at home with investment, business
investment, government investment, and household investment.

[20] The Search for Skills: Demand for H-1B Immigrant Workers in U.S. Metropolitan
Areas

Brookings Institution. July 20, 2012.

Neil G. Ruiz et al

The H-1B visa program allows employers to hire foreigners to work in specialty occupations on a
temporary basis. Visas are granted in three-year increments with the option to extend up to six
years. With sponsorship from their employers, H-1B visa holders may apply for permanent
residence, and their H-1B visas can be renewed for one year extensions until their green card is
issued. There is a cap on the number of H-1B visas that can be issued each fiscal year. Academic
and research institutions are not subject to this cap.

[21] The Future of Higher Education
Pew Internet & American Life Project. July 27, 2012
Janna Anderson et al.
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A majority of technology stakeholders polled in a Web-based survey anticipate that higher
education in 2020 will be quite different from the way it is today. They said university-level
education will adopt new methods of teaching and certification driven by opportunity, economic
concerns and student and parent demands. In the Pew Internet/Elon University survey of 1,021
Internet experts, researchers, observers and users, 60% agreed with a statement that by 2020
"there will be mass adoption of teleconferencing and distance learning to leverage expert
resources ... a transition to 'hybrid' classes that combine online learning components with less-
frequent on-campus, in-person class meetings." Some 39% agreed with an opposing statement
that said, "in 2020 higher education will not be much different from the way it is today."

[22] The Future of Big Data
Pew Internet & American Life Project. July 20, 2012
Janna Anderson and Lee Rainie

Big Data: Experts say new forms of information analysis will help people be more nimble and
adaptive, but worry over humans' capacity to understand and use these new tools well. Tech
experts believe the vast quantities of data that humans and machines will be creating by the year
2020 could enhance productivity, improve organizational transparency, and expand the frontier of
the "knowable future." But they worry about "humanity's dashboard" being in government and
corporate hands and they are anxious about people's ability to analyze it wisely.

[23] Tech Trends 2012: Elevate it for Digital Business: A Federal Perspective
Deloitte, June 2012, 109 pages

Deloitte Consulting’s newly released report, "Technology Trends 2012: A Federal Perspective,"
outlines the top trends influencing IT and its potential to change the ways in which agencies
accomplish their missions. Specifically, it highlights 10 technology trends that will play a major
role in how federal agencies operate over the next 18 to 36 months.

[24] Digital Digest: The “Single-Sitting” Revolution
Versteegh, Adrian
Poets & Writers, July/August 2012

Not long ago it was common knowledge that innovations in digital media were killing serious
reading. Attention spans were contracting, or so the narrative went, and content providers were
sacrificing text for eye candy. But over the last few years that mind-set has started to shift—a
change stimulated, ironically, by the success of portable reading devices. The emergence of
publishing platforms designed to rescue digital reading from the constraints and distractions of the
web browser is not only fostering the kind of immersive experience required for deep reading, but
it’s also making viable a new form of writing: works such as long essays, single stories, and short
novellas capable of being read in a single sitting that, in the print world, would be lost in the no-
man’s-land between magazine article and book.

[25] How Weibo Is Changing China
YaleGlobal. August 9, 2012.
Mary Kay Magistad
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Weibo, China's microblog that's celebrating its third anniversary this month, offers a national
platform for ordinary citizens to hold the powerful to account. In an instant, an ordinary citizen
can launch a public debate or shame government and corporate officials by posting photos, videos,
comments and messages. Weibo has some 350 million users, and China's leaders are torn between
appreciating Weibo's capability to gauge public opinion and resisting public scrutiny, reports
Magistad. The microblog tool has opened a new battleground among Chinese authorities, internet
companies and citizens - all testing the other's boundaries and resolve to criticize, censor and self-
censor. Weibo has become the voice of millions of Chinese, stepping up to offer suggestions,
some impulsive and others more organized, on their society's many challenges. Government
officials are finding that rapid, reasonable response to valid criticisms is better received than

censorship.
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[26] How Posters Helped Shape American and Change the World
Smithsonian Magazine, May 23, 2012
Greenwald, Jeff

For at least 80 years, posters have been a powerful lever in America’s tool kit for social change.
Though no single poster changed national policy, many brought important issues to light—and
helped sway lawmakers, candidates and Congressional leaders. Posters focused attention on South
African apartheid, the Vietnam War and the environment. They coaxed us to rock concerts, and
inspired us to Celebrate Earth Day and Boycott Gallo. More than a national phenomenon, they
helped create solidarity between social justice groups all over the world.

[27] Is Facebook Making Us Lonely?
Stephen Marche
The Atlantic, May, 2012

Social media—from Facebook to Twitter—have made us more densely networked than ever. Yet
for all this connectivity, new research suggests that we have never been lonelier (or more
narcissistic)—and that this loneliness is making us mentally and physically ill. A report on what
the epidemic of loneliness is doing to our souls and our society.

[28] The 20 Best Small Towns in America
Spano, Susan and Shen, Aviva.
Smithsonian Magazine, May 2012

There are lists of the best places to get a job, retire, ski, golf and fall in love, best places lists for
almost everything. We think any best place worth traveling to should have one quality above
others: culture. To help create our list, we asked the geographic information systems company
Esri to search its data bases for high concentrations of museums, historic sites, botanic gardens,
resident orchestras, art galleries and other cultural assets common to big cities. But we focused on
towns with populations less than 25,000, so travelers could experience what might be called
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enlightened good times in an unhurried, charming setting. We also tried to select towns ranging
across the lower 48.

[29] Views on Gun Laws Unchanged After Aurora Shooting
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. July 30, 2012.

There has been no significant change in public views on the issue of gun control and gun rights
following the July 20th shooting at a movie theater in Aurora, Colorado. Currently, 47% say it is
more important to control gun ownership, while 46% say it is more important to protect the rights
of Americans to own guns. That is virtually unchanged from a survey earlier this year in April,
when 45% prioritized gun control and 49% gun rights.

[30] Asian Americans and Religion: A Mosaic of Faiths
Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life. July 19, 2012.

As their numbers rise, Asian Americans have been largely responsible for the growth of non-
Abrahamic faiths in the U.S., particularly Buddhism and Hinduism. At the same time, most Asian
Americans belong to the country's two largest religious groups: Christians and people who say
they have no particular religious affiliation.



