Repatriating a Deceased U.S. Citizen 
  

When an American citizen dies in Saudi Arabia, the employer (or sponsor) is responsible for handling the administrative arrangements on behalf of the next of kin.  To facilitate the repatriation of the remains from Saudi Arabia to the United States, a requirement for all deceased non-Muslims, the sponsor will need to obtain all the appropriate documentation required by the Saudi authorities and airlines.  It generally takes about ten – fourteen working days for the sponsor to complete the repatriation process, but could take longer.

The procedure is as follows:
1. The sponsor must obtain No-Objection Letter (NOL) from the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh (or Consulates General in Dhahran or in Jeddah – if the death occurred in those consular districts).  The Embassy will issue the NOL against the hospital-issued medical report confirming the death.
2.   The Embassy will only release the letter provided that next of kin completes an “Affidavit of Next of Kin” with instructions as to the disposition of remains.   The Next of Kin may sign the affidavit at the Embassy.  If the next of kin is not present in Saudi Arabia, then the Next of Kin will be contacted to send a notarized affidavit with instructions. 
3.    The sponsor must send a representative to the Governor’s Office (Imarah), with the No Objection Letter issued by the Embassy together with other relevant documents (passport, medical report, etc).  The Governor’s Office will then issue a letter requesting the relevant Police Station to provide the sponsor with five (5) envelopes addressed to the Morgue, the Passport Office (for exit visa), the cargo office, and the Customs Office.  At that time the police will give permission to move the remains to the Central Morgue at Riyadh King Saud Medical Compound (Shumaisy Hospital).
4.    Upon receipt of police permission, the sponsor will transport the body from the hospital to the central morgue. 

5.   The sponsor then obtains a document called “Death Certificate for Non-Saudis” from the Civil Affairs Office. 

6.    The next of kin identifies a funeral home in the U.S. that will receive the remains. 

7.    The sponsor coordinates with a travel agency for arrangements to transport the remains to the designated funeral home.
8.    The sponsor provides the Embassy with travel itinerary and the death certificate, against which the Embassy will issue the Mortuary Certificate.
9.    By this time, the Sponsor has the following documents: death certificate, letter from the Governor’s Office (Imarah, medical report, police report and the Embassy-issued Mortuary Certificate.  All documents in Arabic should be translated into English.
10. The sponsor should settle ownership of vehicles (if any) registered under the name of the deceased.    This is a necessary step required before obtaining the final exit visa.
11. The sponsor obtains the exit visa for the remains from the Passport Office. 

12. Sponsor brings 10 copies and translations of the following documents to the Embassy/Consulate for authentication: 

· The Saudi Death Certificate 
· The Medical Report 
· The U.S. Passport 

Note: One (1) set of the above documents should be given to the escort and another set should be affixed to the casket.

The Embassy will provide the sponsor’s representative with the above-mentioned authenticated copies to be presented to Saudi Airlines Cargo Office. These copies are requested by King Khalid International Airport Cargo section, which in turn provides the sponsor with authorization to bring the body to the Cargo office 6-12 hours before the departure time.   Embalming is done approximately 12 hours or less prior to movement of the casket to the airport.  In most cases a Consular Officer will meet the sponsor at the morgue to sign necessary documents and witness placement of the remains in the casket.
The Embassy/Consulate will prepare the U.S. Consular Report of Death Abroad, which serves as the death certificate for U.S. legal purposes, and issue ten copies for the Next of Kin. 
