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Red Seas, 1tz Sancs, Blue Skies:

An American Citizens Services
Newsletter

A Message from the Consul General
electronically, the new title for woutine

LS. Embassy Riyadh

In this issue of RWB,
find out the latest on:

> The Upcoming LLS.
Elections

Jt is my pleasure to intraduce
you te our inaugural issue of
Red Seas, White Sands, Blue
Skies, a bi-monthly news(letter
designed to feep (limetican

the issues that are impotant te you. We chose
the name of this newsletter to illustrate the
close connection between the United States and

communications is “Messages for U.S.
Citizens.” Messages sent during a natu-
nal ox man-made disaster will be called
“Emengency Messages for U.S. Citizens.”
We de, however, plan te centinue aur

> A New Online Appoint-
ment System makes it
easier for LL.S. Citizens
to receive vital services

> |mmigrant Visas and
Diversity Visas

During this past year J’ve had the op-
portunity to meet many ef our esident

Saudi abia. Umetican citizens thuoughout Saudi (ra-

bia. J tooh fouvard to getting to Fnouw > ...and much more!
You may have recently noticed a change in the mae of you in the year afiead.
title of messages from the Embassy te resident
Americans. Jn July 2011, the Department of Best negards, Table of Contents
State decided to netive the phrase “Wanden Glen Xeiser
Message” as the texm used for messages to Consul General

WU.S. citizens. Since we nowt communicate ACS Appointments |

...................................................................................

Election News 2

APPOINTMENT SYSTEM FOR ACS SERVICES

Beginning Octo-
ber 1, the Ameri-
can Citizens Ser-
vices (ACS) Unit
will be going to
an appointment
system for all
non-emergency
American citizen
services. This is a
worldwide pol-
icy for all U.S.
embassies and
consulates.

Routine services
include passport
and additional
pages applica-
tions, requests

for Consular Re-
ports of Birth
Abroad, Social
Security card and
benefit applica-
tions, and notar-
ial services. Re-
quiring appoint-
ments for all our
non-emergency,
routine services
means that we'll
be able to serve
everyone more
quickly and effi-
ciently.

Of course, we'll
always take care
of U.S. citizens

with emergencies
without an ap-
pointment.
Please note that
notarial services
are not consid-
ered emergen-
cies.

To make an ap-
pointment for
routine consular
services, please
see our website:
https://

evisa-
forms.state.gov/
acs/default.asp?

post-
code=RID&appc

Are you new to

Saudi Arabia?

Registering with the U.S.
Embassy or one of our
Consulates in Jeddah and
Dhahran is a good idea
for the savvy traveler,
regardless of how long
you plan to stay here.

Registered U.S. citizens
receive updates on impor-
tant regional issues, and
registration provides a
point of contact for
citizens in case of
emergency.

For more on registering,
see our story on the STEP
Application on page 4.

Immigrant & Diversity Visas 3

STEP Up and Register! 4

Trivia 4

Fun for Kids 4

How to Reach Us

The US Embassy is lo-
cated in the Diplomatic
Quarter, in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

Public hours: Saturdays,
Sundays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, 1:00pm to
3:30pm (CLOSED ON
MONDAYS).

Routine services are available
by appointment.

Phone: (966)(1)488-3800
Fax: (966)(1)488-7670


https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=RID&appcode=1
https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=RID&appcode=1
https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=RID&appcode=1
https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=RID&appcode=1
https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=RID&appcode=1
https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=RID&appcode=1
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ARKANSAS TO HOLD SPECIAL STATE HIGHWAY BOND ELECTION

On Tuesday, November 8, 2011, Arkansas will
hold a special state-wide election for a state high-
way bond to renew $575 million in bonds to re-
pair approximately 300 miles of interstate high-
ways. If voters approve on November 8, the
Highway Commission will have authority to re-
new the bonds for additional repairs to Arkansas
interstates.

To be qualified to vote an absentee ballot, you
must meet one of the following criteria: You are
a member of the U.S. armed forces, Merchant
Marines or the spouse or a dependant family
member, OR A U.S. citizen whose permanent
residence is in Arkansas but is temporarily living
outside the territorial limits of the United States.

Register to Vote and Request Your Ballot
Now: The Federal Post Card Application
(FPCA) registers you to vote and requests absen-
tee ballots for all Federal elections held through
the next two regularly scheduled general elec-
tions. You may obtain an FPCA at U.S. embas-
sies and consulates worldwide; but you must fol-
low the Arkansas instructions given at:
www.fvap.gov. Arkansas does not allow you to
receive your blank ballot by email or fax. The

State of Arkansas allows you to submit the FPCA
by mail, email or fax.

If you choose to email your FPCA, scan the com-
pleted form and email it to your local election
office where you intend to vote. If you choose to
fax your FPCA, fax the forms directly to your
local election office. Mailing addresses, email
addresses and fax numbers can be found at: http://
www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/Pages/
default.aspx. Ifyou are already registered to
vote, the deadline for submitting an FPCA to
request a ballot is November 1, 2011. Your ju-
risdiction will contact you if your registration is
denied.

Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) and
additional information The Federal Write-In
Absentee Ballot (FWAB), serves as an emer-
gency ballot to be used by a citizen residing out-
side the United States who did not receive his.or
her regular ballot in time to be marked and re-
turned for counting. Arkansas allows you to use
the FWAB for registration and voting in primary,
special, run-off, and general elections for Federal,
State, and local offices and non-candidate ballot
issues, including this special election. Use the

Red Seas, White Sands, Blue Skies:

FWARB to vote anytime before an election if

you have not received your regular bal-

lot.

To find out the races and candidates for

which you can vote, go to: http://
www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections.html. For

each office for which you vote, write in ei-
ther a candidate's name or a political party
designation. Once the ballot is complete, fold
and place it in the security envelope and seal.
Place only the voted ballot in the security
envelope and do not write on the security
envelope. The deadlines for submitting the
FWAB are the same as for State absentee
ballots. If you receive the State ballot after
submitting the voted FWAB, you may also
vote and return the State ballot. If both bal-
lots are received by the deadline, only the
State ballot will be counted. Insert the sealed
security envelope and the Voter's Declara-
tion/Affirmation into the mailing envelope
and mail your FWAB directly to your local
election official.

Voted ballots must be postmarked no later
than Election Day and received by the local
election official by 5:00 p.m., November 18,
2011. No witness or notary is required on

voted ballots.

OREGON TO HOLD A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR CONGRESS - NOVEMBER 8

On Tuesday, November 8, 2011, Oregon will hold a special pri-
mary election for the 1st Congressional District to fill the seat
vacated by Representative David Wu.

The 1st Congressional District includes parts of northwestern
Oregon. This is a Special Primary election applicable only to
those registered with the Democratic and Republican Parties.
The General election will be held on Tuesday, January 31, 2012.
In Oregon, the 1st District includes Clatsop County, Columbia
County, Washington County, Yamhill County and part of Mult-
nomah County which includes some of the Portland metropoli-
tan area.

If you are not already registered to vote, you may do so online
at oregonvotes.org, or by submitting a Federal Post Card Appli-

cation (FPCA). Your FPCA must be received by your local Ore-
gon Elections Office by October 18, 2011. Alternately you may
obtain an FPCA from your unit or installation voting assistance
officer and at U.S. embassies and consulates worldwide; but
you must follow the Oregon instructions given at FVAP.gov.
Indicate on the FPCA how you would like to receive your ab-
sentee ballot, by mail, email, or fax.

You will not receive a ballot automatically, even if you voted
in the November 2, 2010 general election. If you are already
registered to vote, the deadline for submitting an FPCA to re-
quest a ballot is November 8, 2011. To find out the status of
your registration, or your absentee ballot request you can refer
to Oregon’s elections website at: www.oregonvotes.org and go
to MyVote.

Submit your FPCA to the District 1 election office in which you reside:
Voter Alert Telephone: 703-588-1584 E-mail: vote@fvap.gov

Clatsop County Clerk
Elections Office

) Astoria, OR 97045
| Phone: 503-325-8511
| Fax: 503-325-9307

i
_ 820 Exchange Street, Suite 220

Email: clerk@co.clatsop.or.us

Columbia County Clerk Washington County Clerk
Elections Office Elections Office

230 Strand Street 3700 SW Murray Blvd., Suite 101
Saint Helena, OR 97051 Beaverton, OR 97005

Phone: 503-397-3796
Fax: 503-397-3796
Email: betty.huser@co.columbia.or.us

Phone: 503-846-5800
Fax: 503-846-5810

Yamhill County Clerk
Multnomah County Clerk Elections Office
Elections Office 414 NE Evans Street
1040SE Morrison

McMinnville, OR 97128
Phone: 503-434-7518

Fax: 503-434-7520
Email:sternb@co.yambhill.or.us

Portland, OR 97214

Telephone: 503-988-3720

Fax Number: 503-988-3719

Email: elections@co.multnomah.or.us



mailto:sternb@co.yamhill.or.us
mailto:clerk@co.clatsop.or.us
mailto:betty.huser@co.columbia.or.us
mailto:elections@co.multnomah.or.us
mailto:vote@fvap.gov
http://www.fvap.gov
http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections.html
http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections.html
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Red Seas, White Sands, Blue Skies:

IMMIGRANT VISAS - CHANGE IN PROCEDURES TO FILE I-130 PETITIONS

Since August 15, 2011, petitioners
residing overseas are no longer able
to routinely file Forms [-130, Peti-
tions for Alien Relative, with U.S.
Embassies and Consulates except in
locations where U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) has a
public counter presence within the
Embassy or Consulate. Petitioners
residing overseas in countries such
as Saudi Arabia where USCIS does
not have a public counter presence
will be required, starting August 15,
2011, to file their Forms I-130 by mail
with the USCIS Chicago lockbox.

Beginning August 15, 2011, petition-
ers residing in Saudi Arabia who
wish to file a Form I-130, Petition for
Alien Relative, may file the petition
by mail with the USCIS Chicago
Lockbox at one of the addresses be-
low:

USCIS Chicago Lockbox addresses
for regular mail deliveries:

USCIS
P.O. Box 804625
Chicago, IL 60680-4107

USCIS Chicago Lockbox address for
express mail and courier deliveries:

USsCIS

Attn: I-130

131 South Dearborn-3rd Floor
Chicago, IL 60603-5517

For additional information about
how to file a Form I-130 with the
USCIS Chicago lockbox, please see
the USCIS website at www.uscis.gov
or contact USCIS by phone at 1-800-
375-5283. E

Forms 1-130 that were properly filed 7

at an Embassy or Consulate overseas

where USCIS does not have a pres-
ence before August 15, 2011, will not
be affected by this change.

Please contact the Consular Section
at RivadhIV@State.gov for further

information.

Each fiscal year, the Congressionally
mandated Diversity Visa Program
makes 50,000 immigrant visas avail-
able to people from countries that
have low rates of immigration to the
United States. Applicants who meet
the eligibility requirements are en-
tered into a random drawing. The
"winners" are notified that they have
been selected and should prepare for
an immigration interview which may
provide them with permanent resi-
dence in the U.S.

Many people wrongly assume that
individuals who "win" a diversity
visa automatically receive a green
card. In fact, these immigrants must
provide required documentation,

forms and fees, and attend an immi-
gration interview to determine if they
are eligible for a green card.

DV 2013 Program: The online regis-
tration period for the 2013 Diversity
Visa Program (DV-2013) will begin
on Tuesday, October 4, 2011, at noon,
Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) (GMT-
4), and conclude on Saturday, No-
vember 5, 2011, at noon, Eastern Day-
light Time (EDT) (GMT-4). See the
Diversity Visa Lottery Instruc-

tions webpage for more informa-
tion .

DV 2012 Program: Entrants in the
Diversity Visa 2012 lottery may check
the status of their entries through the
Entry Status Check on the E-DV web-

site now through June 30, 2012. Re-
view more about Entry Status
Check.

Diversity Visa Scammers Sending
Fraudulent Emails and Letters: The
Department of State, Office of Visa
Services, advises the public of a nota-
ble increase in fraudulent emails and
letters sent to Diversity Immigrant
Visa (DV) program (Visa Lottery)
applicants. The scammers behind
these fraudulent emails and letters
are posing as the U.S. government in
an attempt to extract payment from
DV applicants.

For more information, please see:
http:/ /rivadh.usembassy.cov/
dvscam.html.

Did you know...?

- From 2005-2010, more than 270,000 people were on the path to becoming American citizens through the Diversity Visa system—
this doesn 't include other types of immigration, such as family-based petitions.



http://www.uscis.gov/
mailto:riyadhiv@state.gov
http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1318.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1318.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1322.html#status
http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1322.html#status
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/dvscam.html
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/dvscam.html
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The Smart Traveler Enrollment Plan (STEP)

In case of an emergency, STEP also as-
sists the State Department in offering

STEP is a free service provided by the
U.S. government to U.S. citizens who are
traveling to or living in a foreign country.

By enrolling in STEP, you are entitled to
receive Travel Warnings, Travel Alerts
and other relevant information about the
country you’re registered in.

Americans residing abroad can also re-
ceive routine information from the near-
est U.S. Embassy or Consulate.

assistance.

Why not register today?

https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/

LS. Embassy Riyadh

STEP Up and Register!

Smart Traveler, the official State Department app for

U.S. travelers, invites you to see the world with easy

access to frequently updated official country informa-
tion, travel alerts, travel
warnings, maps, U.S. em-

bassy locations, and more.

and iPad.

With Smart Traveler, you
can create personal itiner-
aries, add notes, and or-
ganize your trips.

sist you in emergencies
such as natural disasters,
unrest in foreign coun-
tries, or lost/stolen pass-
ports overseas. During
your travels, STEP can

help your family and
Free enrollment in the pro- Smart Traveler also pro-  friends reach you in an
gram is offered through vides access to the State emergency.

I-tunes: http:// Department's Smart Trav-
itunes.apple.com/us/app/ eler Enrollment Program
smart-traveler/id442693988?  (STEP). Free STEP enroll-
mt=8 and is compatible ment enables the State
with the iPhone, iPod touch, Department to better as-

KTDS CORIMNER Did you know...

Word Scramble!

Unscramble the letters to form words about
America!

ASVI

SSAETT
CNSTUTIONIO
GALF
RPTOSASP
BELOG
VELART
SASBEMY
GRMAMINITOI
YCRAOMDEC

AOv.oowdp ‘uonvSnuu ‘Assvquid 2av.4y ‘2qops ‘Jiodssvd vyl ‘uonnsuod ‘saypys ‘v SYTMSNY

- West Virginia is the only state in the Union to have
acquired its sovereignty by proclamation of the Presi-
dent of the United States.

- Death Valley in California is recognized as the hot-
test, driest place in the United States. It isn't uncom-
maon for the summer temperatures to reach more
than 115 degrees Fahrenhegit.

- Connecticut and Rhode Island never ratified the
18th Amendment (Prohibition).

- Levan is "navel" spelled backwards. It is so named
because it is in the middle of Utah.

- The world's first soft-serve ice cream machine was
|ocated in an Olympia. Washington, Dairy Queen.

- Herbert Hoover, a West Branch, lowa, native, was
the 3lst president of the United States and the first
one born west of the Mississippi.

- More than one-third of the world's commercial
supply of pineapples comes from Hawaii.

- Santa Fe, New Mexico, is the highest capital city in
the United States at 7,000 feet above sea level.


http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smart-traveler/id442693988?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smart-traveler/id442693988?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smart-traveler/id442693988?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smart-traveler/id442693988?mt=8

