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Closer Than We Think
200 years of U.S.–Russia Diplomacy

Åkb­ét, xtv yfv rf­étn­cz
200 ktn lbg­kj­vf­nb­xtc­rbö jn­yj­it­ybq vté­le Hjc­cb­tq b CIF

Separated by only 55 miles over the Bering Strait, 
the United States and Russia have been engaged 
almost from the very beginnings of the fledgling 

American democracy. Like the strait itself, however, prox-
imity has offered both great opportunity and, at times, 
rough waters.

This exhibition celebrates more than 200 years of dip-
lomatic history between these two great nations – from 
the settlement of Alaska by Russian explorers through ex-
panding frontiers, beyond the suspicions kindled by the 
Russian Revolution to the alliance of World War II, from 
the tension and rivalry of the subsequent Cold War era, 
through détente, on to a rekindling of cooperative rela-
tions in the present day.

Throughout, while diplomats pursued official chan-
nels, regular citizens of both countries connected with 
each other through demonstrations of bravery in battle, 
compassion in times of need, and skill in science, educa-
tion, sports, and the arts.

CIF b Hjc­cbz, hfp­lt­kty­yst dct­uj 55 vb­kz­
vb Åt­hby­uj­df ghj­kb­df, jåüt­lb­yt­ys bc­nj­hb­
tq vyj­uj­ktn­yt­uj cj­nhel­yb­xt­cn­df, rj­nj­hjt 

yf­xf­kjcm tot d uj­ls cnf­yjd­kt­ybz fvt­hb­rfy­crj­uj 
lt­vjr­hf­nb­xtc­rj­uj uj­ce­lfh­cn­df. Jl­yf­rj ut­ju­hf­ab­
xtc­rfz åkb­pjcnm, rfr b dj­ls ghj­kb­df, yt njkm­rj 
ght­lj­cnfd­kz­kf åjkm­ibt djp­vjé­yjc­nb, yj gj­hjq 
crhs­df­kf b gjl­djl­yst rfv­yb.

Änf åhj­iñ­hf gj­cdz­ot­yf åj­ktt xtv 200-ktn­ytq 
bc­nj­hbb lbg­kj­vf­nb­xtc­rbö jn­yj­it­ybq vté­le lde­vz 
dt­kb­rb­vb cnhf­yf­vb – jn jc­djt­ybz Fkzc­rb hec­crb­vb 
gth­dj­ghj­öjl­wf­vb, bc­ckt­lj­dfd­ib­vb yj­dst he­åt­éb, 
b nhel­yj­uj änf­gf ght­jlj­kt­ybz gj­ljphb­ntkm­yjc­nb, 
gj­hjé­lty­yjq ht­dj­kñ­wb­tq d Hjc­cbb, lj cj­ñpf d uj­
ls Dnj­hjq vb­hj­djq djq­ys, jn yf­ghz­éty­yjc­nb b cj­
gth­yb­xt­cn­df dj dht­vt­yf öjkjl­yjq djq­ys lj ägj­öb 
hfp­hzl­rb b dj­pjåyjd­kt­ybz cj­nhel­yb­xt­cn­df d yf­ib 
lyb.

Dct änb uj­ls, gj­rf lbg­kj­vf­ns hfp­db­df­kb cdz­pb 
yf jab­wb­fkm­yjv ehjd­yt, hz­lj­dst uhfé­lf­yt jåt­bö 
cnhfy gjl­lth­éb­df­kb jå­ot­ybt lheu c lhe­ujv, ghj­zd­

kzz öhfå­hjcnm d åjñ, vb­kj­
cth­lbt d nhel­yst dht­vt­yf, 
ghj­atc­cbj­yfkm­yst pyf­ybz d 
yf­ert, jå­hf­pj­df­ybb, cgjh­nt b 
bc­rec­cn­dt.

Map, “North Western America 
showing the territory ceded by 
Russia to the United States, 1867.”
Rfh­nf ≤Ctdt­hj­-Pf­gfl­yfz Fvt­hb­rf 
c nth­hb­nj­hb­tq, gt­ht­lfy­yjq Hjc­cb
tq Cj­tlb­yty­ysv Inf­nfv, 1867≥
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Russian America
Shared Roots

In 1725, Peter the Great commissioned a Danish ex-
plorer, Vitus Bering, to discover where Asia ended 
and North America began. Three years later, Bering 

sailed through the narrow continent-separating channel 
that now bears his name.

Fur traders soon fol-
lowed and Russian set-
tlements in Alaska were 
established. Following 
Catherine the Great’s di-
rectives, the settlers pro-
vided education, as well 
as Christian instruction, 
to the indigenous Ameri-
cans they encountered.   

In 1808, Alexandr Ba-
ranov, the first governor 
of “Russian America,” 
developed a thriving 
capital in the island city 
of Sitka. Also the chief 
manager of the powerful Russian-American Company, 
Baranov encouraged the creation of Russian trading cen-
ters along the California coast, eventually reaching as far 
south as Fort Ross (for Rossiya/ Russia), near San Fran-
cisco. During World War II, the United States named one 
of its Liberty ships carrying Lend-Lease supplies to allies 
the SS Alexander Baranof in his honor.

Hec­crfz Fvt­hb­rf
Jå­obt rjh­yb

D 1725 uj­le Gtnh Dt­kb­rbq gj­he­xbk lfn­crj­
ve bc­ckt­lj­df­nt­kñ Db­ne­ce Åt­hby­ue ghj­dtc­nb 
vjh­creñ är­cgt­lb­wbñ b jght­ltkbnm uhf­yb­ws 

Fpbb gj tt jn­yj­it­ybñ r Ct­dth­yjq Fvt­hb­rt. Nhb uj­
lf cgec­nz Åt­hbyu ghj­itk xt­htp hfp­lt­kzñ­obq rjy­

nb­yty­ns ep­rbq ghj­kbd, ys­yt 
yj­cz­obq tuj bvz.

Dcrj­ht pf ybv gj­cktl­jdf­kb 
njh­ujd­ws gei­yb­yjq, b yf Fkzc­
rt gj­zdb­kbcm hec­crbt gj­ct­kt­
ybz. Gj erf­pf­ybñ T rf­nt­hb­ys 
Dt­kb­rjq gj­ct­kty­ws jåe­xf­kb 
vtcn­ysö éb­nt­ktq F vt­hb­rb b 
ghb­jå­of­kb bö r öhbc­nb­fy­crjq 
ht­kb­ubb.

D 1808 uj­le gth­dsq ue­åth­
yf­njh ≤Hec­crjq F vt­hb­rb≥ 
Fktr­cfylh Åf­hf­yjd ght­dhf­
nbk jc­nhjd­yjq uj­hjl C bn­rf d 
ghj­wdt­nfñ­oeñ cnj­kb­we. Jl­
yj­dht­vty­yj eg­hfd­kzz vj­ue­ot­

cn­dty­yjq Hec­crj-fvt­hb­rfy­crjq rjv­gf­yb­tq, Åf­hf­yjd 
gj­jo­hzk cj­plf­ybt hec­crbö njh­uj­dsö wty­nhjd yf rf­
kb­ajh­ybq­crjv gj­åt­ht­émt, hfc­ghj­cnhf­ybd­ibö­cz lj 
Cfy-Ahfy­wbc­rj yf ñut, ult åsk jc­yj­dfy Ajhn-Hjcc. 
D uj­ls Dnj­hjq vb­hj­djq djq­ys Cj­tlb­yty­yst Inf­ns 
yf­pdf­kb jlby bp cdj­bö rj­hfå­ktq rkfc­cf kb­åth­nb, lj­
cnfd­kzd­ibö gj ktyl-kb­pe uhe­ps cj­ñp­yb­rfv, ≤Fktr­
cfylh Åf­hf­yjd≥ d xtcnm pyf­vt­yb­nj­uj bc­ckt­lj­df­nt­kz.

Top: Russian-American Company at 
Norfolk Sound, Sitka, Alaska. Inset:
Catherine the Great. Right: Fur trader 
G.I. Shelikhov in Alaska, 1784. Far 
right top: Children of Holy Cross 
Mission, Yukon River, Alaska, c1910. 
Far right below: Fort Ross State 
Historic Park, California.

Cghf­df ddth­öe: Trf­nt­hb­yf Dt­kb­rfz. 
Ddth­öe: Hec­crj-fvt­hb­rfy­crfz rjv
gf­ybz d pf­kb­dt Yjh­ajkr, Cbn­rf, 
Fkzc­rf. Cghf­df: njh­uj­dtw gei­yb
yjq U.B. It­kb­öjd yf Fkzc­rt, 1784. 
Ds­it cghf­df: Lt­nb bp vbc­cbb ­
≤Cdz­njq Rhtcn≥ yf ht­rt Ñrjy yf 
Fkzc­rt, jr. 1910. Cghf­df dyb­pe: ­
Bc­nj­hb­xtc­rbq gfhr Ajhn-Hjcc ­
inf­nf Rf­kb­ajh­ybz
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Seeds of Diplomacy
“Great & Good Friend …”

The 18th centu-
ry Age of En-
lightenment, 

with its emphasis on 
applying reason to all 
areas of human experi-
ence and replacing tyr-
anny and tradition with liberty and ethics, had an impact 
on both countries. 

It greatly influenced 
the American Revolution, 
resulting in a democratic 
government, the Bill of 
Rights, and a free-market 
economic system. In Rus-
sia, Tsar Alexander I be-
gan the implementation 
of constitutional rule and 
liberal reforms.  For a 
time, the Tsar correspond-
ed and exchanged books 
with President Thomas 
Jefferson, who addresses 
him, in one letter, as his 
“Great & Good Friend.”

The two men estab-
lished official diplomatic 

relations between their nations 
in 1807. Tsar Alexander I then 
formed an even closer associa-
tion with the first U.S. Minister 
to Russia, John Quincy Adams, 
who arrived in St. Petersburg 
in 1809 and stayed until 1814.  
Adams, eventually the sixth U.S. 
president, used his diplomatic 
position to establish America as 
Russia’s top trading partner.

Rjh­yb lbg­kj­vf­nbb
≤Dt­kb­rbq b lj­åhsq lheu...≥

D 18-v dt­rt ägj­öf 
Ghj­cdt­ot­ybz, dj­
cödf­kzd­ifz hf­

pev dj dctö cat­hfö xt­kj­
dt­xtc­rjq ltz­ntkm­yjc­nb b 
pf­vt­ye nb­hf­ybb b rjy­cth­
df­nbp­vf cdj­åj­ljq b änb­
rjq, gj­dkbz­kf yf hfp­db­nbt jåt­bö cnhfy.

D ht­pekm­nf­nt F vt­hb­rfy­crjq ht­dj­kñ­wbb djp­ybr­
kb lt­vjr­hf­nb­xtc­rjt ghf­db­ntkm­cn­dj, Åbkkm j ghf­
dfö b hs­yjx­yfz ärj­yj­
vb­xtc­rfz cbc­nt­vf. D 
Hjc­cbb wfhm Fktr­cfylh 
È yf­xfk ghj­dj­lbnm kb­
åt­hfkm­yst ht­ajh­vs. 
Yt­rj­nj­hjt dht­vz wfhm 
dtk gt­ht­gbc­re b jå­
vt­yb­dfk­cz ryb­uf­vb c 
ght­pb­lty­njv N j­vf­cjv 
Léta­ath­cj­yjv, rj­nj­
hsq d jl­yjv bp gb­ctv 
yf­pdfk tuj cdj­bv ≤dt­
kb­rbv b lj­åhsv lhe­
ujv≥.

D 1807 uj­le bvty­yj 
jyb ec­nf­yj­db­kb jab­wb­
fkm­yst lbg­kj­vf­nb­xtc­
rbt jn­yj­it­ybz vté­le Hjc­cb­tq b CIF. Fktr­cfylh È 
gj­pét gjl­lth­éb­dfk ntc­yst dpf­bvj­jn­yj­it­ybz c gth­
dsv gj­ckjv CIF d Hjc­cbb Léj­yjv Re­by­cb Flfv­
cjv, rj­nj­hsq ghb­åsk d Cfyrn-Gt­nth­åehu d 1809 uj­
le b ghj­åsk nfv lj 1814 uj­lf. Flfvc, dgj­cktl­cn­dbb 
cnfd­ibq itc­nsv ght­pb­lty­njv C IF, bc­gjkm­pj­dfk 
cdjt lbg­kj­vf­nb­xtc­rjt gj­kj­ét­ybt lkz nj­uj, xnj­ås 
ght­dhf­nbnm Fvt­hb­re d dfé­ytq­it­uj njh­uj­dj­uj gfh­
nyt­hf Hjc­cbb.

Ckt­df ddth­öe: Plf­ybt Rf­gb­nj­kbz CIF, 
Df­iby­unjy, jr­heu Rj­kev­åbz, 1800. Gj­ct­ht
lb­yt ddth­öe: Nj­vfc Léta­ath­cjy. Cghf­df 
ddth­öe: wfhm Fktr­cfylh È. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt 
ckt­df: gbcm­vj Nj­vf­cf Léta­ath­cj­yf wf­hñ 
Fktr­cfy­lhe 1,15 bñ­yz 1804 u. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt 
cghf­df: gbcm­vj wf­hz Fktr­cfy­lhf È Nj­vf­ce 
Léta­ath­cj­ye, 20 fd­uec­nf 1805 u. Ckt­df 
dyb­pe: Léjy Re­by­cb Flfvc, 1795. Cghf­df 
dyb­pe: Cfyrn-Gt­nth­åehu, Hjc­cbz, 1804

Top left: U.S. Capitol building, Washington 
DC, 1800. Top right: Thomas Jefferson; 
Tsar Alexander I. Middle left: Letter from 
Thomas Jefferson to Tsar Alexander I, 
June 15, 1804. Middle right: Letter from 
Tsar Alexander I to Thomas Jefferson, 
August 20, 1805. Bottom left: John Quincy 
Adams, 1795. Bottom right: St. Petersburg, 
Russia, 1804.
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Advancing Diplomacy
Manifest Destinies

The panorama of Alaska was breathtaking but, 
having depleted the region of fur-producing ani-
mals, the Russians were ready to move on to oth-

er needs, such as securing a warm-water port.  
The United States wanted to solidify its own manifest 

destiny of extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific. An 
offer for the 600,000 square miles of tundra was made 

and accepted in 1867. America 
paid $7.2 million for the Alaska 
Purchase, then widely seen as a 
foolish U.S. deal.

Russia, meanwhile, fought 
Japan for influence and ports in 
the Pacific. President Theodore 
Roosevelt intervened in the long-
running Russo-Japanese War, 
earning the 1906 Nobel Peace 
Prize for his efforts. By 1917, 

Russia’s economic, social, and political problems led to 
revolution, civil war, and the rise of the Soviet Union. 
With the successful Bolsheviks calling for global over-
throw of non-communist governments, the United States 
refused to recognize the USSR until 1933.

Ec­gt­öb lbg­kj­vf­nbb
Ghtl­yf­xth­nf­ybz celm­ås

Gf­yj­hf­vf Fkzc­rb gj­-ghté­yt­ve pf­ödf­ns­df­kf 
leö, yj gj­crjkm­re d ht­ubj­yt ikj vfc­cj­djt 
eybx­nj­ét­ybt gei­yj­uj pdt­hz, hec­crbt gj­ct­

kty­ws ds­yeé­lt­ys ås­kb jc­dfb­dfnm yj­dst he­åt­éb. 
Jl­yjq bp yf­ceo­ysö gj­nhtå­yjc­ntq cnf­kj cnhjb­ntkm­
cn­dj yt­pf­vth­pfñ­ot­uj gjh­nf.

Cj­tlb­yty­yst Inf­ns, d cdjñ jxt­htlm, ckt­lj­df­kb 

cj­åcn­dty­yj­ve ghtl­yf­xth­nf­ybñ celm­ås b jc­dfb­df­kb 
ptv­kb jn Fn­kfy­nb­xtc­rj­uj lj Nb­öj­uj jrtf­yf. D 1867 
uj­le ås­kj ghb­yz­nj ghtl­kj­ét­ybt ghb­jå­htc­nb 600 000 
rdfl­hfn­ysö vbkm nth­hb­nj­hbb F kzc­rb pf 7,2 vky. 
ljk­kf­hjd. Vyj­ubt d nj dht­vz cxb­nf­kb, xnj CIF gj­
cne­gb­kb yt­jå­le­vfy­yj, pf­rkñ­xbd äne cltk­re.

Ntv dht­vt­ytv Hjc­
cbz cj­gth­yb­xf­kf c 
Zgj­yb­tq pf cat­hs 
dkbz­ybz b gjh­ns d Nb­
öjv jrtf­yt. D 1906 uj­
le ght­pb­ltyn N tj­ljh 
Hep­dtkmn dpzk yf ct­åz 
gj­chtl­yb­xt­cn­dj d lt­
kt pf­rkñ­xt­ybz vb­hf 
vté­le Zgj­yb­tq b Hjc­
cb­tq b ght­rhf­ot­ybz pf­nz­yed­itq­cz djq­ys, pf xnj b 
gj­ke­xbk Yj­åt­ktd­creñ ght­vbñ vb­hf. R 1917 uj­le 
ärj­yj­vb­xtc­rbt, cj­wb­fkm­yst b gj­kb­nb­xtc­rbt ghj­åkt­
vs Hjc­cbb ghb­dt­kb r ht­dj­kñ­wbb, pf­ntv gj­cktl­jdf­
kf uhfé­lfy­crfz djq­yf b cnf­yjd­kt­ybt C j­dtn­crj­uj 
Cj­ñpf. Lj 1933 uj­lf Cj­tlb­yty­yst Inf­ns jn­rf­ps­
df­kbcm ghb­pyf­dfnm CCC H, gj­crjkm­re åjkm­it­db­rb 
ghb­ps­df­kb r cdth­ét­ybñ yt­rjv­ve­ybc­nb­xtc­rbö ghf­
db­ntkm­cnd dj dctv vb­ht.

Top: Seward, Alaska, 1915. Middle left: U.S. Treasury cheque in the 
amount of $7.2 million for the purchase of Alaska; Tsar’s Ratification 
of the Alaska Purchase Treaty, 1867. Above left: President Theodore 
Roosevelt, center, with Russian and Japanese negotiators, 1905. 
Right: Soviet Ambassador to the U.S. Maxim Litvinov, right, announces 
the recognition of the USSR by the U.S., 1933.

Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt ddth­öe: Cmñfhl, Fkzc­rf, 1915. Ckt­df ddth­öe: Xtr 
Vb­ybc­nth­cn­df ab­yfy­cjd CIF yf cev­ve 7,2 vky. lj­kkf­hjd pf 
ghb­jå­ht­nt­ybt Fkzc­rb; Hf­nb­ab­rf­wbz wf­htv Lj­uj­dj­hf j ghb­jå­ht
nt­ybb Fkzc­rb, 1867. Yb­ét ckt­df: Ght­pb­ltyn Ntj­ljh Hep­dtkmn ­
(d wty­nht) c hjc­cbq­crb­vb b zgjy­crb­vb exfcn­ybrf­vb gt­ht­uj­dj
hjd, 1905. Cghf­df: Cj­dtn­crbq gj­cjk d CIF Vfr­cbv Kbn­db­yjd 
(cghf­df) jåüzd­kz­tn j ghb­pyf­ybb CCCH Cj­tlb­yty­ys­vb Inf­nf­vb, 
1933
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Allies
The World War II Era

The totalitarian nature of Joseph Stalin’s Soviet re-
gime, combined with the withdrawal of Russia 
from the World War I alliance, soured relations 

between the two nations. However, the 1941 invasion of 
the USSR by Nazi Germany 
made them almost instant 
allies. The Eastern Front 
saw the most ferocious 
fighting and was the deadli-
est battleground of the Great 
Patriotic War (World War 
II), as Russia repelled Nazi 
advances.

Through its Lend-Lease 
program, America sent the 
USSR approximately $11 billion in aid – including am-
munitions, trains, trucks, aircraft, steel, tools, medical 
supplies, fuel, and food – by plane and ‘Liberty’ ships. 
Millions more came from private organizations funded by 
the direct donations of U.S. citizens.

Although Stalin was unwilling to reveal to his own 
people the extent of U.S. contributions, at the 1945 Yalta 
Conference on post-war geopolitical issues, he acknowl-
edged the importance of Lend-Lease as “one of Franklin 
Roosevelt’s most remarkable and vital achievements.”  

Cj­ñp­yb­rb
Uj­ls Dnj­hjq vb­hj­djq djq­ys

Nj­nf­kb­nfh­ysq öf­hfr­nth ht­éb­vf d Cj­dtn­crjv 
Cj­ñpt, djp­ukfd­kzt­vjv Bjcb­ajv Cnf­kb­ysv, 
d cj­xt­nf­ybb c ds­öj­ljv cnhf­ys bp fkmzy­cf, 

ckj­ébd­it­uj­cz dj dht­vz Gth­djq vb­hj­djq djq­ys, 
ghb­dt­kb r jö­kfé­lt­ybñ jn­yj­it­ybq vté­
le lde­vz cnhf­yf­vb. Jl­yf­rj dnjh­ét­ybt 
yf­wbcn­crjq Uth­vf­ybb d CCCH d 1941 uj­
le gjx­nb chf­pe ét clt­kf­kj bö cj­ñp­yb­
rf­vb. Yf Dj­cnjx­yjv ahjy­nt, ult CCCH 
jn­hf­éfk yf­gf­lt­ybz yf­wbc­njd, ikb cf­vst 
jétc­nj­xty­yst b rhj­djg­hj­kbn­yst åjb 
Dnj­hjq vb­hj­djq djq­ys (Dt­kb­rjq Jnt­xt­
cn­dty­yjq djq­ys).

Gj ghj­uhfv­vt ktyl-kb­pf Fvt­hb­rf lj­
cnf­db­kf d CCCH gj djp­le­öe b rj­hfå­kz­vb 

rkfc­cf kb­åth­nb gj­vjom yf cev­ve jrj­kj 11 vkhl. 
lj­kkf­hjd, d njv xbc­kt åj­tg­hb­gf­cs, gj­tp­lf, uhe­
pj­dst fd­nj­vj­åb­kb, cf­vj­kt­ns, cnfkm, 
cnfy­rb, vt­lb­rf­vty­ns, uj­hñ­xtt b ghj­
ljdjkm­cn­dbt. Lj­gjk­yb­ntkm­yj gj­cne­gf­
kb vbk­kbj­ys lj­kkf­hjd jn xfc­nysö 
jh­uf­yb­pf­wbq, ghb­yb­vfd­ibö ghz­vst gj­
éth­ndj­df­ybz jn uhfé­lfy CIF.

Öj­nz C nf­kby yt hfc­rhs­dfk gt­htl 
cj­åcn­dty­ysv yf­hj­ljv vfc­inf­ås fvt­
hb­rfy­crjq gj­vj­ob, d 1945 uj­le yf 
Zk­nby­crjq rjy­at­hty­wbb gj gjc­kt­dj­ty­ysv utj­gj­kb­
nb­xtc­rbv dj­ghj­cfv jy ghb­pyfk pyf­xt­ybt ktyl-kb­pf 
rfr ≤jl­yj­uj bp cf­vsö pf­vt­xf­ntkm­ysö b ébp­yty­yj 
dfé­ysö lj­cnb­ét­ybq Ahfy­rkb­yf Hep­dtkm­nf≥.

Top: Russian and American pilots dance at an officer’s club party 
in Nome, Alaska, c1943. Top right: Poster, “This man is your friend 
– Russian – He fights for freedom,” c1944. Middle left: Canned meat 
with labels in Russian is packed in Ohio, 
1943. Middle center: Lend Lease jeeps 
await delivery in the USSR, 1944. Middle 
right: Soviet aircrew with their U.S.-built 
Boston Havoc bomber, 1943. Bottom left: 
An American flyer and Soviet soldier shake 
hands, 1944. Bottom right: British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, U.S. President 
Franklin Roosevelt, and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin at Yalta, 1945.

Ddth­öe: Hjc­cbq­crbt b fvt­hb­rfy­crbt ktn­xb­rb nfy­we­ñn yf dt­xt­ht d rke­åt 
jab­wt­hjd d Yje­vt (Fkzc­rf), jr. 1943. Cghf­df ddth­öe: Gkf­rfn ≤Ä­njn xt­kj
dtr – ndjq lheu, hec­crbq. Jy åj­htn­cz pf cdj­åj­le≥, jr. 1944. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt 
ckt­df: Vzc­yst rjy­cth­ds c änb­rtn­rf­vb yf hec­crjv zps­rt gf­re­ñn­cz d 
Jufqj, 1943. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt d wty­nht: Gj­cnfd­kzt­vst gj ktyl-kb­pe léb­gs 
élen jn­ghfd­rb d CCCH, 1944. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt cghf­df: cj­dtn­crbq ärb­gfé cj 
cdj­bv bp­uj­njd­kty­ysv d CIF åjv­åfh­lb­hjd­ob­rjv ≤Åjc­njy Ötq­djr≥, 1943. 
Ckt­df dyb­pe: Fvt­hb­rfy­crbq ktn­xbr b cj­dtn­crbq cjk­lfn gj­éb­vf­ñn lheu ­
lhe­ue he­rb, 1944. Cghf­df dyb­pe: Ght­vmth-vb­ybcnh Dt­kb­rj­åhb­nf­ybb ­
Eby­cnjy Xth­xbkkm, Ght­pb­ltyn CIF Ahfy­rkby Hep­dtkmn b ukf­df Cj­dtn­crj­uj 
ghf­db­ntkm­cn­df Bj­cba Cnf­kby d Zk­nt, 1945.
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Cold War
Living on the Brink

The United States stopped the carnage of World War 
II by exploding a deadly new weapon – the atomic 
bomb – on Japan, the remaining Axis command. 

That demonstration of unparalleled U.S. power, combined 
with Stalin’s aggressive post-war takeover of Eastern Eu-
rope, ended cooperation and started the Cold War.

The Soviet Union soon had its own superpower weap-
ons and the two nations settled into decades of belligerent 
suspicion, marked by spying, proxy wars of influence, and 
a nuclear arms race – the latter requiring a direct phone 
line between the Kremlin and White House to prevent ac-
cidental, joint annihilating attacks.

The precariousness of the doctrine of mutual assured 
destruction – highlighted by a 1961 ultimatum by Presi-
dent John Kennedy to halt the Soviets’ placement of 
nuclear missiles in Cuba, 90 miles from U.S. shores – 
eventually brought both nations to the negotiating table, 
resulting in a series of important nuclear arms reduction 
treaties.

Öj­kjl­yfz djq­yf
Åf­kfy­cb­hj­df­ybt yf uhf­yb

Cj­tlb­yty­yst Inf­ns pf­dth­ib­kb åjq­yñ Dnj­
hjq vb­hj­djq djq­ys, ghb­vt­ybd yj­djt cvth­
nj­yjc­yjt jhe­ébt – fnjv­yeñ åjv­åe – ghj­nbd 

Zgj­ybb, ghj­ljk­éfd­itq dj­tdfnm jn bvt­yb ≤J­cb≥. 
Nf­rfz lt­vjy­cnhf­wbz åtc­ght­wt­ltyn­yjq fvt­hb­rfy­crjq 
dj­ty­yjq vj­ob c jl­yjq cnj­hj­ys b fu­htc­cbd­yfz åjhm­
åf pf dkbz­ybt d Dj­cnjx­yjq T d­hj­gt, rj­nj­heñ dtk 
Cnf­kby, c lhe­ujq, gj­kj­éb­kb rj­ytw cj­nhel­yb­xt­cn­de 
b lf­kb yf­xf­kj öjkjl­yjq djq­yt.

Dcrj­ht Cj­dtn­crbq Cj­ñp cj­plfk cj­åcn­dty­yjt cdthö­
vjo­yjt jhe­ébt, b ldt cnhf­ys gj­uhe­pb­kbcm d lt­cz­
nb­kt­nbz dhfé­ltå­yjq gj­ljphb­ntkm­yjc­nb, jn­vt­xty­yst 
igbj­yf­étv, åjhm­åjq pf cat­hs dkbz­ybz b ujy­rjq 
zlth­ysö dj­jhe­ét­ybq. Gj­cktl­ybq afr­njh jåec­kj­dbk 
yt­jå­öj­lb­vjcnm cj­plf­ybz ghz­vjq nt­kt­ajy­yjq kb­ybb 
vté­le Rhtv­ktv b Åt­ksv lj­vjv dj bp­åt­éf­ybt cke­
xfq­ysö elf­hjd c dpf­bv­ysv eybx­nj­ét­yb­tv.

Ifn­rjcnm ljr­nhb­ys uf­hfy­nb­hj­dfy­yj­uj dpfb­vyj­uj 
eybx­nj­ét­ybz, gjl­xth­rye­nfz d ekm­nb­vf­ne­vt, ghtl­ü­

zd­kty­yjv d 1961 uj­le ght­pb­lty­njv Léj­yjv 
Rty­yt­lb c wt­kmñ jc­nf­yj­dbnm hfp­vt­ot­ybt cj­
dtn­crbö zlth­ysö hf­rtn yf Re­åt, d 90 vb­kzö 
jn fvt­hb­rfy­crbö åt­ht­ujd, d rj­ytx­yjv cxt­nt, 
ghb­dt­kf ldt cnhf­ys pf cnjk gt­ht­uj­dj­hjd, ds­
kbd­ibö­cz d hzl dfé­ysö lj­uj­dj­hjd j cj­rhf­
ot­ybb zlth­ysö dj­jhe­ét­ybq.

Far left: Editorial cartoon, “TICK-TOCK TICK-TOCK, 1949. 
Below left: Nuclear war preparedness exercise in a school 
classroom, 1951. Top left: The U.S. delegation to the U.N. 
presents evidence of Soviet missiles in Cuba, 1962. Middle 
left: Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev shows photos from 
a downed U.S. spy plane to Kremlin officials, 1960. Bottom 
left: White House/Kremlin “hot line,” 1963. Bottom: President 
Richard Nixon and Communist Party Leader Leonid Brezhnev 
sign the Strategic Arms Limitations Interim Agreement in 
Moscow, 1972.

Ckt­df ddth­öe: Ht­lfr­wb­jy­yfz rf­hb­rf­ne­hf ≤NBR-NFR, 
NBR-NFR≥, 1949. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt ckt­df: Irjkm­yst ext­ybz 
gj uj­njd­yjc­nb r zlth­yjq djq­yt, 1951. Cghf­df ddth­öe: 
Lt­kt­uf­wbz CIF d JJY ghtl­üzd­kz­tn lj­rf­pf­ntkm­cn­df yf­kb
xbz cj­dtn­crbö hf­rtn yf Re­åt, 1962. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt cghf­df: 
Cj­dtn­crbq ght­vmth Yb­rb­nf Öhe­otd gj­rf­ps­df­tn rhtv­ktd
crbv cj­nhel­yb­rfv aj­nju­hf­abb cåb­nj­uj fvt­hb­rfy­crj­uj 
hfp­dt­ls­df­ntkm­yj­uj cf­vj­kt­nf, 1960. Cghf­df dyb­pe: 
≤Uj­hz­xfz kb­ybz≥ Åt­ksq ljv – Rhtvkm, 1963. Dyb­pe d 
wty­nht: Ght­pb­ltyn Hb­xfhl Ybr­cjy b kb­lth Rjv­ve­ybc­nb
xtc­rjq gfh­nbb Ktj­ybl Åhté­ytd gjl­gb­cs­df­ñn d Vjc­rdt 
Dht­vty­yjt cj­ukf­it­ybt jå ju­hf­yb­xt­ybb cnhf­nt­ub­xtc­rbö 
dj­jhe­ét­ybq, 1972.
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Forging Ties
Peaceful Co-Existence

 

Despite the complex political climate the Cold 
War rivalry engendered, the two superpow-
ers remained connected through a variety of 

exchanges, both official and those privately initiated by 
“citizen-diplomats.” 

In 1955, an Iowa 
newsman wrote 
an editorial invit-
ing Soviets to visit 
a U.S. farm to “get 
the lowdown” on 
how Americans 
raised high-quality 
livestock – and Pre-

miere Nikita Khrushchev came. A young 
U.S. musician, Van Cliburn, won hearts, 
along with Moscow’s 1958 International 
Tchaikovsky Piano Competition, while 
established ones, like Duke Ellington, 
brought jazz to Russian audiences. Amer-
icans, meanwhile, found themselves en-
chanted by the touring Bolshoi and Kirov 
ballets, and the Leningrad Symphony.

International expositions displayed 
the latest achievements of the compet-
ing economies. During a 1959 Moscow 
exhibition, in what became known as 
the “Kitchen Debate,” then-Vice President Richard Nixon 
showed off American appliances – such as dishwash-
ers and color televisions – and Khrushchev replied that 

Russians had the 
same, but of better 
quality.

Yf­kf­éb­df­ybt cdz­ptq
Vbh­yjt cj­ce­ot­cn­djdf­ybt

Yt­cvjn­hz yf ckjé­yeñ gj­kb­nb­xtc­reñ jå­
cnf­yjd­re, gj­hjé­lty­yeñ cj­gth­yb­xt­cn­djv d 
uj­ls öjkjl­yjq djq­ys, ldt cdth­ölth­éf­ds 

gjl­lth­éb­df­kb rjy­nfr­ns gj hfp­kbx­ysv rf­yf­kfv – 
rfr jab­wb­fkm­ysv, nfr b cj­plfy­ysv gj xfc­nyjq byb­
wbf­nb­dt ≤uhfé­lfy-lbg­kj­vf­njd≥.

D 1955 uj­le d fvt­hb­rfy­crjq uf­pt­nt gj­zdb­kfcm 
gt­ht­lj­dfz cnf­nmz, yf­gb­cfy­yfz éb­ntkm­yb­wtq inf­nf 
Fqj­df, d rj­nj­hjq jyf ghb­ukf­if­kf cj­dtn­crbö he­rj­dj­
lb­nt­ktq gj­ct­nbnm fvt­hb­rfy­creñ ath­ve, xnj­ås gj­
yznm, rfr fvt­hb­rfy­ws jåtc­gt­xb­df­ñn ghj­bp­djl­cn­dj 
ghj­ler­wbb d rj­kb­xt­cn­dt, lj­cnf­njx­yjv lkz ärcgjh­nf, 
– b ukf­df CCCH Yb­rb­nf Öhe­otd gj­töfk d CIF. D 
1958 uj­le yf Vté­le­yfhjl­yjv rjy­reh­ct bvt­yb Xfq­

rjd­crj­uj vj­kj­ljq fvt­hb­rfy­crbq ve­ps­rfyn 
Dfy Rkfq­åthy yt njkm­rj cnfk gj­åt­lb­nt­ktv 
cht­lb gbf­ybc­njd, yj b gj­rj­hbk cth­lwf cdj­bö 
cke­if­nt­ktq. Lñr Äk­kby­unjy b lhe­ubt bp­
dtcn­yst fvt­hb­rfy­crbt bc­gjk­yb­nt­kb gj­pyf­
rj­vb­kb hjc­cbq­creñ felb­nj­hbñ c léf­pjv. 
Ntv dht­vt­ytv cf­vbö fvt­hb­rfy­wtd jxf­hj­
ds­df­kb ghb­tp­éfd­ibt yf ufc­nhj­kb åf­ktn­yst 
nheg­gs Åjkm­ij­uj b Rb­hjd­crj­uj nt­fn­hjd b 
Kt­yby­uhfl­crbq cbv­aj­yb­xtc­rbq jh­rtcnh.

Vté­le­yf­hjl­yst ds­cnfd­rb ghtl­cnfd­kz­
kb gj­cktl­ybt lj­cnb­ét­ybz cj­gth­yb­xfñ­obö 
ärj­yj­vb­xtc­rbö cbc­ntv. D 1959 uj­le yf ds­
cnfd­rt d V jc­rdt d öj­lt nfr yf­ps­dft­vsö 

≤re­öjy­ysö lt­åf­njd≥ db­wt-ght­pb­ltyn Hb­xfhl Ybr­cjy 
ghj­lt­vjyc­nhb­hj­dfk fvt­hb­rfy­creñ ås­nj­deñ ntö­yb­
re, d njv xbc­kt gj­ce­lj­vj­tx­yst vf­ib­ys b wdtn­yst 
nt­kt­db­pj­hs. Gjc­kt änj­uj gj­rf­pf Yb­rb­nf Öhe­otd jn­
dt­nbk, xnj dct änj tcnm b d tuj cnhf­yt, njkm­rj kex­
it­uj rf­xt­cn­df.

Top left: Van Cliburn receives the gold medal from Dmitri Shostakovich at the First International 
Tchaikovsky Piano Competition, 1958. Middle left: Premier Nikita Khrushchev with American farmer 
R. Garst in Iowa, 1959. Bottom left: Vice President Richard Nixon cuts ribbon at opening of the first 
American Exhibition in Sokolniki Park, Moscow, 1959. Bottom right: Jazz great Duke Ellington plays 
a balalaika in Leningrad, 1971. Above: Life magazine reports on the opening of regular commercial 
air travel between Moscow and New York, 1968.

Ckt­df ddth­öe: Dfy Rkfq­åthy ghb­yb­vf­tn bp her Lvbn­hbz Ijc­nf­rj­db­xf pj­kj­neñ vt­lfkm yf 
gth­djv Vté­le­yfhjl­yjv ajh­nt­gb­fy­yjv rjy­reh­ct Xfq­rjd­crj­uj, 1958. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt ckt­df: 
Ght­vmth Yb­rb­nf Öhe­otd c fvt­hb­rfy­crbv ath­vt­hjv H. Ufh­cnjv d Fqj­dt, 1959. Ckt­df 
dyb­pe: Db­wt-ght­pb­ltyn Hb­xfhl Ybr­cjy hfp­ht­pf­tn kty­njx­re yf jn­rhs­nbb gth­djq fvt­hb­rfy
crjq ds­cnfd­rb d gfh­rt ≤Cj­rjkm­yb­rb≥, Vjc­rdf, 1959. Ghf­dtt dyb­pe: Dt­kb­rbq léf­pj­dsq 
ve­ps­rfyn Lñr Äk­kby­unjy bu­hf­tn yf åf­kf­kfq­rt d Kt­yby­uhf­lt, 1971. Ds­it: Éeh­yfk ≤Kfqa≥ 
cj­jå­of­tn jå jn­rhs­nbb ht­ue­kzh­yj­uj rjv­vth­xtc­rj­uj djp­lei­yj­uj cj­jå­ot­ybz vté­le Vjc­rdjq 
b Ymñ-Qjh­rjv, 1968.
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The Space Race
From Competitors to Partners

The Space Race, initiated by the 1957 USSR satel-
lite Sputnik launch, proved itself more than just 
another competition – it triggered an explosion 

of interest in the heavens and those brave enough to go 
there.  People everywhere followed the launching and re-

trieval of space capsules sent on increasingly complex 
missions. Whether cosmonaut or astronaut, the ac-

complishments of Yuri Gagarin, John Glenn, 
and others were celebrated. 

The race effectively ended in 1969 
when Apollo 11 astronauts walked 
on the moon, claiming the achieve-
ment for all mankind. Then, what 
began as competition became co-

operation. With its Soyuz program, 
the Soviets established orbital space 
station capability. In 1975, the first 
international “handshake in space” 

occurred when Apollo and Soyuz spacecrafts docked.  
Following U.S. Space Shuttle-Russian Mir Space Sta-

tion collaborations, the two nations have joined with 14 
other countries to assemble the International Space Sta-
tion, where at least two persons have lived on-board since 
2000.

Rjc­vb­xtc­rfz ujy­rf
Jn cj­gth­yb­xt­cn­df r ­
gfh­nyth­cn­de

Rjc­vb­xtc­rfz ujy­rf, yf­xfd­ifz­cz c pf­gec­rf 
gth­dj­uj cj­dtn­crj­uj cgen­yb­rf d 1957 uj­le, 
jrf­pf­kfcm yt ghj­cnj jxt­htl­ysv cj­cnzpf­yb­

tv – jyf gj­hj­lb­kf dphsd by­nt­ht­cf r jrj­kj­ptv­yj­ve 
ghj­cnhf­ycn­de b ntv cvtkm­xf­rfv, rj­nj­hst ne­lf jn­
ghfd­kz­ñn­cz. Gj­dcñ­le kñ­lb dyb­vf­ntkm­yj ckt­lb­kb 
pf cnfh­njv b djp­dhf­ot­yb­tv rjc­vb­xtc­rbö rj­hfå­ktq, 
ds­gjk­yzd­ibö dct åj­ktt ckjé­yst gj­kt­
ns. Ghj­ckfd­kz­kbcm lj­cnb­ét­ybz rjc­
vjyfd­njd b fc­nhjyfd­njd – Ñhbz Uf­
uf­hb­yf, Léj­yf Ukty­yf b lhe­ubö.

Cj­gth­yb­xt­cn­dj afr­nb­xtc­rb 
pf­rjy­xb­kjcm d 1969 uj­le, rju­lf 
fc­nhj­yfd­ns ≤Fgjk­kj­yf-11≥ ds­
cf­lb­kbcm yf Ke­ye, cj­dth­ibd änjn 
gjl­dbu jn bvt­yb dct­uj xt­kj­dt­xt­
cn­df. D lfkm­ytq­itv cj­gth­yb­xt­cn­dj 
ght­dhf­nb­kjcm d cj­nhel­yb­xt­cn­dj. Åkf­uj­
lf­hz ghj­uhfv­vt ≤Cj­ñp≥ yf jh­åb­nt gj­zdb­
kbcm cj­dtn­crbt rjc­vb­xtc­rbt cnfy­wbb. D 1975 uj­le, 
rju­lf ås­kf ghj­bp­dt­lt­yf cns­rjd­rf rjc­vb­xtc­rbö rj­
hfå­ktq ≤Fgjk­kjy≥ b ≤Cj­ñp≥, cj­cnjz­kjcm gth­djt 
≤he­rj­gj­éf­nbt d rjc­vj­ct≥.

Jc­yj­ds­df­zcm yf ec­gti­ysö cj­dvtcn­ysö ghj­tr­nfö 
c bc­gjkm­pj­df­yb­tv fvt­hb­rfy­crbö rj­hfå­ktq vyj­uj­
hf­pj­dj­uj bc­gjkm­pj­df­ybz b hjc­cbq­crjq rjc­vb­xtc­
rjq cnfy­wbb ≤Vbh≥, 
CIF, Hjc­cbz b tot 
14 cnhfy jåüt­lb­yb­kb 
ecb­kbz d hf­åj­nt yfl 
cj­plf­yb­tv V té­le­
yfhjl­yjq rjc­vb­xtc­
rjq cnfy­wbb, yf åjh­
ne rj­nj­hjq c 2000 
uj­lf gj­cnj­zy­yj yf­öj­
lbn­cz yt vt­ytt ldeö 
xt­kj­dtr.

Top left: A technician 
prepares Sputnik for 
launch, 1957. Middle left 
two photos: American 
and Soviet amateur radio 
operators listen to beeps 
from Sputnik, 1957. 
Bottom left (2 photos): 
Cosmonaut Valentina 
Tereshkova, first woman 
in space, 1963; President 
John F. Kennedy and 
astronaut John Glenn 
inspect the Friendship 7 
space capsule, 1962. Top 
right: Astronaut Thomas 
Stafford and cosmonaut 
Alexey Leonov meet 
in space, 1975. Right: 
German, Russian, and 
American crew members 
in the International Space 
Station, 2005. 

Ckt­df ddth­öe: Ntö­ybr uj­nj­dbn gth­dsq cgen­ybr r pf­gec­re, 1957. 
Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt ckt­df ldt aj­nju­hf­abb: Fvt­hb­rfy­crbt b cj­dtn­crbt 
hf­lbj­kñ­åb­nt­kb cke­if­ñn cbu­yf­ks c gth­dj­uj cgen­yb­rf, 1957. 
Ckt­df dyb­pe ldt aj­nju­hf­abb: Rjc­vj­yfdn Df­kty­nb­yf Nt­hti­rj­df, 
gth­dfz éty­ob­yf d rjc­vj­ct, 1963; Ght­pb­ltyn Léjy Rty­yt­lb 
b fc­nhj­yfdn Léjy Uktyy jc­vfn­hb­df­ñn rjc­vb­xtc­rbq rj­hfåkm 
≤Ahty­libg-7≥, 1962. Cghf­df ddth­öe: Fc­nhj­yfdn Nj­vfc Cnäa
ajhl b rjc­vj­yfdn Fktr­ctq Ktj­yjd dcnht­xf­ñn­cz d rjc­vj­ct, 
1975; Cghf­df dyb­pe: Xkt­ys ärb­gf­éf Vté­le­yfhjl­yjq rjc­vb­xtc
rjq cnfy­wbb bp Uth­vf­ybb, Hjc­cbb b CIF, 2005 u
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Changes
Start of a New Era

Relations took another turn when Mikhail Gor-
bachev gained power in 1985, incorporating 
reforms to improve the living standards of all 

Soviets. His pragmatism brought about the first nuclear 
reduction treaty and won him the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize 
for easing Cold War tensions.

The American public, along with President Ronald 
Reagan, reacted warmly to Gorbachev, rushing to shake 
his hand during an unscheduled Washington street ap-
pearance. A 1991 Communist coup against him was 
thwarted when Russian President Boris Yeltsin stood 
on an invading Soviet tank to rally reformers. Within 
months, the various USSR republics voted to dissolve 
the Soviet Union. Democratic reforms began, as well as 
radical economic measures.

After 28 years, the Berlin Wall, symbolically prevent-
ing all Eastern Europeans under Soviet control from even 
visiting the democratic West, fell. Eastern European states 
were free to determine their own destinies – and the mu-
tual destruction of Cold War nuclear weapons began.

Gt­ht­vt­ys
Yf­xf­kj yj­djq ägj­öb

Jxt­htl­yjq gj­dj­hjn d jn­yj­it­yb­zö 
ghj­bpj­itk d 1985 uj­le, rju­lf r 
dkfc­nb d CCCH ghb­itk Vb­öf­bk 

Ujh­åf­xtd, yf­xfd­ibq ht­ajh­vs, hfc­cxb­
nfy­yst yf gj­ds­it­ybt ehjd­yz ébp­yb dctö 
cj­dtn­crbö uhfé­lfy. Åkf­uj­lf­hz tuj ghfu­
vf­nbp­ve åsk gjl­gb­cfy gth­dsq lj­uj­djh j 
cj­rhf­ot­ybb zlth­ysö dj­jhe­ét­ybq, rj­nj­
hsq b ghb­ytc tve d 1990 uj­le Yj­åt­ktd­
creñ ght­vbñ vb­hf pf ght­jlj­kt­ybt yf­ghz­
éty­yjc­nb, djp­ybr­itq dj dht­vz öjkjl­yjq djq­ys.

B fvt­hb­rfy­crfz jå­ot­cn­dty­yjcnm, b ght­pb­ltyn Hj­
yfkml Htq­ufy ntg­kj htf­ub­hj­df­kb yf byb­wbf­nb­ds Ujh­
åf­xt­df. Dj dht­vz tuj yt­pfg­kf­yb­hj­dfy­yj­uj 
gj­zd­kt­ybz yf ekb­wt d Df­iby­unj­yt vyj­ubt 
cnht­vb­kbcm gj­éfnm tve he­re. Rjv­ve­ybc­
nb­xtc­rbq genx 1991 uj­lf, yf­ghfd­kty­ysq 
ghj­nbd yt­uj, åsk cj­hdfy, b ght­pb­ltyn Hjc­
cbb Åj­hbc Tkm­wby, gjl­yzd­ibcm yf ddt­lty­
ysq d Vjc­rde nfyr, jå­hf­nbk­cz r ht­ajh­

vf­nj­hfv c ghb­ps­djv r jåüt­lb­yt­ybñ. 
D gj­cktl­eñ­obt vt­cz­ws htc­geå­kb­rb, 
döj­lbd­ibt d CCCH, ghj­uj­kj­cj­df­kb pf 
hjc­gecr C j­dtn­crj­uj C j­ñpf. Y f­xf­kbcm 
lt­vjr­hf­nb­xtc­rbt ht­ajh­vs, f nfr­ét 
hf­lb­rfkm­yst ärj­yj­vb­xtc­rbt ght­jå­hf­pj­df­ybz.

Gf­kf ghj­cnj­zd­ifz 28 ktn Åth­kby­crfz cnt­yf, 
cbv­dj­kb­xtc­rb ght­gzn­cn­djdfd­ifz éb­nt­kzv Dj­
cnjx­yjq T d­hj­gs, yf­öj­lbd­ibv­cz gjl cj­dtn­crbv 
rjy­nhj­ktv, gj­ct­ofnm lt­vjr­hf­nb­xtc­rbq Pf­gfl. 
Dj­cnjx­yj­td­hj­gtq­crbt uj­ce­lfh­cn­df gj­ke­xb­kb djp­

vjé­yjcnm jght­ltkbnm cj­åcn­dty­yeñ celm­
åe – b yf­xf­kjcm dpf­bv­yjt eybx­nj­ét­ybt 
zlth­ysö dj­jhe­ét­ybq, cj­plfy­ysö d uj­ls 
öjkjl­yjq djq­ys.

Top right: Cellist Mstislav Rostropovich commemorates the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, 1989. Middle: Dismantling the Berlin Wall, 1989. Above 
left: President Ronald Reagan greets a young citizen held by Soviet 
President Gorbachev in Red Square, 1988. Above right: President 
Gorbachev is welcomed on the streets of Washington, DC, 1987. 
Bottom left: Boris Yeltsin speaks from atop a tank in Moscow, 1991. 
Bottom right: Soviet missile is destroyed in compliance with an arms 
control treaty, 1989. 

Cghf­df ddth­öe: Dbj­kjy­xt­kbcn Vcnbc­kfd Hjc­nhj­gj
dbx lf­tn rjy­wthn d ltym gf­lt­ybz Åth­kby­crjq cnt­ys, 
1989. Yb­ét cghf­df: Lt­vjy­nfé Åth­kby­crjq cnt­ys, 

1989. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt ckt­df: Yf Rhfc­yjq gkj­of­lb Ght­pb­ltyn Hj
yfkml Htq­ufy ghb­dtn­cn­detn ñyj­uj uhfé­lf­yb­yf, rj­nj­hj­uj lth­ébn 
yf he­rfö ght­pb­ltyn Ujh­åf­xtd, 1988. Gj­cht­lb­yt cghf­df: Ght­pb
lty­nf Ujh­åf­xt­df ghb­dtn­cn­deñn yf ekb­wfö Df­iby­unj­yf, 1987. 
Ckt­df dyb­pe: Åj­hbc Tkm­wby ghj­bp­yj­cbn htxm, cnjz yf nfy­rt d 
Vjc­rdt, 1991. Cghf­df dyb­pe: Eybx­nj­ét­ybt cj­dtn­crjq hf­rt­ns d 
cj­jn­dtn­cn­dbb c lj­uj­dj­hjv j rjy­nhj­kt yfl dj­jhe­ét­ybz­vb, 1989.
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Parallels
Common Culture and History

The uniqueness of America and Russia as vast, di-
verse, western nations with close ties to Europe – 
but not directly of it – is, perhaps, an explanation 

of how closely and unexpectedly they connect.  
Parallel events and attitudes are easily found in both 

nations’ history. Each, for exam-
ple, rebelled against a monarch, 
underwent a wrenching civil 
war, suffered invasion by an en-
emy in 1812, and saw its capital 
city burnt.

The romantic similarities be-
tween American cowboys and 
Russian Cossacks – as fearless, 
loyal, independent frontiersmen, 
as well as excellent equestrians 
– were captured in Buffalo Bill’s 
famous “Rough Riders of the 
World” exhibition. Recognizing 
the injustice of slavery and its 
impediment to national progress, 
Tsar Alexander II freed the serfs 
in 1861 and President Abraham 

Lincoln emancipated the African-American slaves in 
1863. Leo Tolstoy and Mark Twain, the quintessential 
Russian and American authors, storytellers, and social 
commentators, hold special esteem in both nations.

Gf­hfk­kt­kb
Jå­ofz rekm­ne­hf b bc­nj­hbz

Eyb­rfkm­yjcnm Fvt­hb­rb b Hjc­cbb rfr ju­hjv­
ysö, hfp­yj­jå­hfp­ysö gj cj­cnf­de cnhfy, ntc­
yj cdz­pfy­ysö c Td­hj­gjq, yj yt ghb­yfl­kt­éf­

obö r ytq yt­gjc­htl­cn­dty­yj, gj­éf­keq, jåüzc­yz­tn bö 
ntc­yeñ b yt­jéb­lfy­yeñ cdzpm.

D bc­nj­hbb jåt­bö cnhfy 
ktu­rj jå­yf­he­ébnm gf­hfk­
ktkm­yst cj­ås­nbz b dpukz­ls. 
Rfé­lfz bp ybö, r ghb­vt­he, 
åey­nj­df­kf ghj­nbd vj­yfh­
öf, gjl­dth­uf­kfcm hfp­he­ib­
ntkm­yjq uhfé­lfy­crjq djq­yt, 
cnhf­lf­kf jn dnjh­ét­ybz ghj­
nbd­yb­rf d 1812 uj­le b db­lt­
kf, rfr uj­hbn tt cnj­kb­wf.

Hj­vfy­nb­xtc­rbt xth­ns 
cöjl­cn­df vté­le fvt­hb­rfy­
crb­vb rjd­åjz­vb b hec­crb­vb 
rf­pf­rf­vb – åtc­cnhf­iys­vb, 
dth­ys­vb, yt­pf­db­cb­vs­vb éb­nt­kz­vb gj­uhf­ybx­ysö 
nth­hb­nj­hbq b ght­djc­öjl­ys­vb yf­tp­lyb­rf­vb – ås­
kb pf­gt­xfn­kt­ys yf pyf­vt­yb­njq ds­cnfd­rt Åfa­af­kj 
Åbk­kf ≤Ve­ét­cn­dty­yst dcfl­yb­rb vb­hf≥. Jcjp­yf­dfz, 
xnj hfå­cn­dj yt­cghf­dtl­kb­dj b njh­vj­pbn yf­wbj­yfkm­
ysq ghj­uhtcc, wfhm F ktr­cfylh ÈÈ d 1861 uj­le jc­
dj­åj­lbk rhtgjcn­ysö rhtc­nmzy, f ght­pb­ltyn Fd­hf­fv 
Kby­rjkmy d 1863 uj­le 

ght­lj­cnf­dbk ghf­df 
xth­yj­rj­ébv hf­
åfv. Jcj­åsv edf­
ét­yb­tv d jåt­bö 
cnhf­yfö gjkm­pe­ñn­
cz K td N jk­cnjq b 
Vfhr Ndty – zh­rbt 
gb­cf­nt­kb, hfc­crfp­xb­rb b ds­hf­pb­nt­kb jå­ot­cn­dty­
yj­uj vyt­ybz d Hjc­cbb b Fvt­hb­rt.

Top left: Advertising poster for Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, featuring 
“The Brave Cossacks of the Caucasus,” c1899. Top right: Russian 
translation of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, 1999; 
English translation of War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy, 2006. Middle 
right above: Abraham Lincoln presents the Emancipation Proclamation 
to his cabinet, 1863. Tsar Alexander II’s proclamation of freedom for 
serfs is announced, 1861. Bottom left: Supplies from the American 
Relief Administration (ARA) are delivered by camel to remote Saratov, 
Russia, 1922. Bottom right: Delivery of relief supplies donated by 
Russia to victims of Hurricane Katrina, 2005.

Ckt­df ddth­öe: Htr­kfv­ysq gkf­rfn ije Åfa­af­kj Åbk­kf ­
≤Lb­rbq Pf­gfl≥ c exfc­nb­tv ≤öhfå­hsö rfd­rfp­crbö rf­pf­rjd≥, 

jr. 1899. Cghf­df ddth­öe ldt aj­nju­hf­abb: Hec­crbq gt­ht­djl 
≤Ghbr­kñ­xt­ybq Nj­vf Cjq­thf≥ Vfh­rf Ndt­yf, 1999; Fy­ukbq­crbq 
gt­ht­djl ≤Djq­ys b vb­hf≥ Kmdf Njk­cnj­uj, 2006. Yb­ét cghf­df ldt 
aj­nju­hf­abb: Fd­hf­fv Kby­rjkmy ghtl­cnfd­kz­tn cdjt­ve rf­åb­yt­ne 
≤Ghjr­kf­vf­wbñ jå jc­dj­åjé­lt­ybb≥, 1863; Jåüzd­kz­tn­cz erfp 
wf­hz Fktr­cfy­lhf ÈÈ jå jn­vt­yt rhtgjcn­yj­uj ghf­df, 1861. Ckt­df 
dyb­pe: Uhe­ps Fvt­hb­rfy­crjq fl­vb­yb­cnhf­wbb gj­vj­ob (FHF) ­
lj­cnfd­kz­ñn­cz yf dth­åkñ­lfö d lf­kt­rbq Cf­hf­njd, Hjc­cbz, 1922. 
Cghf­df dyb­pe: Lj­cnfd­rf ue­vf­yb­nfh­ysö uhe­pjd, gj­lfhty­ysö ­
Hjc­cb­tq éth­ndfv ehf­uf­yf ≤Rfn­hb­yf≥, 2005.
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Cultures Combined
Unexpected Results

With common historical roots, though diver-
gent paths, the two peoples share many traits.  
When famine devastated 1920’s Soviet Rus-

sia, the American Relief Administration delivered food 
and medicine over treacherous terrain to 10 million Rus-
sians daily; during the 2005 Hurricane Katrina crisis, Rus-
sia sent tons of aid to the U.S. disaster area.

The natural blending of classically trained Russian per-
formers and free-expression U.S. arts have had an electri-
fying effect in both nations. Mikhail Baryshnikov adapts 
ballet to jazz, American dancers leap to the music of 
Tchaikovsky while Russian youths discover rock ‘n roll, 
Russian and American painters strike a common chord, 
and the mutual admiration of outstanding authors, schol-
ars, and athletes – Maria Sharapova (tennis) and Alex-
ander Ovechkin (hockey), for example – are evidence of 
shared contemporary values.

The ready, almost eager, acknowledgement and ac-
ceptance of each other’s culture proves the power of ex-

changes and the de-
velopment of close, 
personal ties.

Cåkb­ét­ybt rekm­neh
Yt­jéb­lfy­yst ht­pekm­nf­ns

Ldev yf­hj­lfv, bvtñ­obv jå­obt bc­nj­hb­xtc­
rbt rjh­yb, öj­nz b ble­obv hfp­ys­vb ge­nz­vb, 
cdjq­cn­dty­ys vyj­ubt cöj­ébt xth­ns. Rju­lf d 

1920-t uj­ls uj­kjl jgec­nj­ifk Cj­dtn­creñ Hjc­cbñ, 
jh­uf­yb­pf­wbz ≤Fvt­hb­rfy­crfz fl­vb­yb­cnhf­wbz gj­vj­
ob≥ tétl­ytd­yj lj­cnfd­kz­kf ghj­ljdjkm­cn­dbt b kt­
rfh­cn­df d ckjé­ytq­ibö ec­kj­db­zö lkz 10 vbk­kbj­yjd 
éb­nt­ktq Hjc­cbb. Dj dht­vz rhb­pb­cf, ds­pdfy­yj­uj d 
2005 uj­le ehf­uf­yjv ≤Rfn­hb­yf≥, Hjc­cbz jn­ghf­db­kf d 
fvt­hb­rfy­creñ pj­ye åtl­cn­dbz njy­ys ue­vf­yb­nfh­ysö 
uhe­pjd.

Ufh­vj­ybx­yjt ckbz­ybt rkfc­cb­xtc­rjq ntö­yb­rb hjc­
cbq­crbö bc­gjk­yb­nt­ktq b cdjåjl­yjt cf­vj­ds­hf­ét­ybt, 
öf­hfr­nth­yjt lkz fvt­hb­rfy­crj­uj bc­rec­cn­df, ghb­dt­kb 
r gj­nhz­cfñ­obv ht­pekm­nf­nfv d jåt­bö cnhf­yfö. Vb­
öf­bk Åf­hsi­yb­rjd by­nth­ght­nb­he­tn rkfc­cb­xtc­rbq åf­
ktn d léf­pj­djq vf­yt­ht, fvt­hb­rfy­crbt bc­gjk­yb­nt­kb 
nfy­we­ñn gjl ve­ps­re Xfq­rjd­crj­uj, d nj dht­vz rfr 
hjc­cbq­crfz vj­kj­ltém jn­rhs­df­tn lkz ct­åz hjr-y-
hjkk. Hjc­cbq­crbt b fvt­hb­rfy­crbt öe­ljé­yb­rb cj­plf­
ñn jå­oeñ ufv­ve rhf­cjr, f dpf­bv­yjt dj­cöb­ot­ybt 
ds­lfñ­ob­vb­cz gb­cf­nt­kz­vb, ext­ys­vb b cgjh­ncvt­yf­
vb – yf­ghb­vth, Vf­hb­tq If­hf­gj­djq (nty­ybc) b Fktr­
cfy­lhjv Jdtx­rb­ysv (öjr­rtq) – cdb­lt­ntkm­cn­detn jå 
jå­obö wty­yjc­nzö cj­dht­vty­yjc­nb. Änj uj­hz­xtt ét­
kf­ybt ghb­yznm b gj­yznm rekm­ne­he lhe­ujq cnhf­ys 
cdb­lt­ntkm­cn­detn j cb­kt jå­vt­yjd b yt­jå­öj­lb­vjc­nb 
ec­nf­yjd­kt­ybz kbx­ysö lhe­étc­rbö jn­yj­it­ybq.

Top left: The Boston Ballet performs Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, 
2003. Top right: Mikhail Baryshnikov, 2002. Middle left: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, left, at the major art exhibition, “Russia!” at 
New York’s Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 2005. Middle right: 
American rock band The Eagles in concert at Moscow’s Olympic 
Stadium, 2001. Bottom left: Russia’s Alex Ovechkin, in white jersey, is 
a star player on the Washington Capitals hockey team, 2006. Bottom 
right: Maria Sharapova wins the U.S. Open tennis championship, 
2006.

Ckt­df ddth­öe: Åjc­njy­crbq nt­fnh åf­kt­nf bc­gjk­yz­tn ≤Otk­rey­xb
rf≥ Xfq­rjd­crj­uj, 2003. Cghf­df ddth­öe: Vb­öf­bk Åf­hsi­yb­rjd, 
2002. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt ckt­df: Ght­pb­ltyn Hjc­cbb Dkf­lb­vbh Ge­nby 
(ckt­df) yf åjkm­ijq öe­lj­ét­cn­dty­yjq ds­cnfd­rt ≤Hjc­cbz^≥ d 
ymñ-qjhr­crjv ve­ptt Cj­kj­vj­yf Ueu­uty­öfq­vf, 2005. Gj­ct­ht­lb­yt 
cghf­df: Fvt­hb­rfy­crfz hjr-uheg­gf ≤Bukp≥ lf­tn rjy­wthn yf Jkbv
gbq­crjv cnf­lbj­yt d Vjc­rdt, 2001. Ckt­df dyb­pe: Hjc­cbz­yby 
Fktr­cfylh Jdtx­rby d åt­kjq ajh­vt – pdtp­lf öjr­rtq­yjq rj­vfy­ls 
≤Df­iby­unjy Rä­gb­nfkp≥, 2006. Cghf­df dyb­pe: Vf­hbz If­hf­gj­df 
ds­bu­hs­df­tn nty­ybc­ysq xtv­gbj­yfn “U.S. Open”, 2006
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Partners in Peace
Diplomacy in the 21st Century

Entering the 21st century, these nations can justly 
celebrate their relationship, with the president of 
each, George W. Bush and Vladimir Putin, de-

claring the other “a strong ally.” Both nations, victim of 
heart-breaking terrorist attacks, have become close col-
laborators in the battle against extremist violence.

On-going connections, forged by people-to-people con-
tacts through exchanges of students, scholars, scientists, 
professionals, athletes, and cultural exhibitions, have re-
sulted in an estimated 50,000 alumni of formal programs 
– and many more have come to know each other through 
tourist visits and business interactions.

In the 1800’s, Chancellor Nikolai Rumiantsev told 
Minister John Quincy Adams that the Russian at-
tachment to the United States is “more obstinate” 
than generally understood; Mark Twain wrote 
“America owes a lot to Russia” and prayed the 
friendship would continue. A mutual fascination, 
and attachment, does persist – making Russia and 
America truly “closer than we think.”  

Gfh­nyt­hs d lt­kt ­
vb­hf
Lbg­kj­vf­nbz d 21-uj dt­rt

Dcne­gfz d 21-q dtr, yf­ib cnhf­ys vj­uen gj 
ghf­de ujh­lbnm­cz cdjb­vb jn­yj­it­ybz­vb, gj­
crjkm­re jåf ght­pb­lty­nf, Léjhlé Åei b 

Dkf­lb­vbh Ge­nby, yf­ps­df­ñn lheu lhe­uf ≤cbkm­ys­vb 
cj­ñp­yb­rf­vb≥. Jåt cnhf­ys gj­cnhf­lf­kb jn cnhf­iysö 
nt­hfr­njd b ntc­yj cj­nhel­yb­xf­ñn d åjhm­åt c ärcnht­
vbp­vjv b yf­cb­kb­tv.

Yt­ght­hsd­yst cdz­pb, rjy­nfr­ns vté­le kñlm­vb, 
jå­vt­ys cne­lty­nf­vb, bc­ckt­lj­df­nt­kz­vb, ext­ys­vb, 
cgt­wbf­kbc­nf­vb, cgjh­ncvt­yf­vb, f nfr­ét rekm­neh­yst 
ds­cnfd­rb, ne­hbc­nb­xtc­rbt gj­tp­lrb b lt­kj­djt dpf­

bvj­ltqcn­dbt ghb­dt­kb r nj­ve, 
xnj vyj­ubt kñ­lb kex­it ep­yf­kb 
lheu lhe­uf. Ds­gec­ryb­rf­vb jab­
wb­fkm­ysö ghj­uhfvv cnf­kb ghb­
vth­yj 50 000 xt­kj­dtr.

D yf­xf­kt 19-uj dt­rf rfy­wkth 
Yb­rj­kfq He­vzy­wtd crf­pfk gj­cke 
Léj­ye Re­by­cb Flfv­ce, xnj ghb­
dz­pfy­yjcnm Hjc­cbb r C j­tlb­yty­
ysv Inf­nfv ≤åj­ktt cnjq­rfz≥, 
xtv ghb­yz­nj cxb­nfnm. V fhr 
Ndty gb­cfk, xnj ≤Fvt­hb­rf vyj­
ubv jåz­pf­yf Hjc­cbb≥, b yf­ltzk­
cz yf ghj­ljk­ét­ybt änjq lheé­
ås. Dpf­bv­yfz ghb­nz­uf­ntkm­yjcnm 
b ghb­dz­pfy­yjcnm ltqcn­db­ntkm­yj 
cj­öhf­yz­tn­cz – Hjc­cbz b Fvt­hb­

rf gj­bc­nb­yt cnf­yj­dzn­cz tot ≤åkb­ét, xtv yfv rf­
étn­cz≥.

Above: Fourth of July fireworks over Washington, DC, 2004. Left: New 
Year’s fireworks over Red Square, Moscow, 2001. Bottom: Presidents 
Vladimir Putin and George W. Bush in St. Andrew’s Hall, the Kremlin.

Cghf­df ddth­öe: at­qth­dthr 4 bñ­kz yfl Df­iby­unj­yjv, jr­heu 
Rj­kev­åbz, 2004.Ckt­df ddth­öe: Yj­dj­ujl­ybq cf­kñn yfl Rhfc­yjq 
gkj­of­lmñ d Vjc­rdt, 2001. Dyb­pe: Ght­pb­lty­ns Dkf­lb­vbh Ge­nby 
b Léjhlé Åei d Fy­lht­td­crjv pf­kt Rhtv­kz
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