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PERMANENT GLOBAL ENTRY
PROGRAM

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced {gr 3 ‘
the publication of a final rule that would establish Global s 3
Entry—a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) T "
voluntary initiative, which allows expedited clearance for \, i
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trusted travelers through biometric identification - as a permanent program.

pre-approved, low-risk travelers to streamline the inter-
national arrivals and admission process at airports for

Global Entry - currently available at 20 U.S. international airports—allows pre-
approved members a streamlined, automated alternative to regular passport proc-
essing lines. The program currently reduces average wait times by more than 70
percent, with more than 75 percent of travelers using Global Entry processed in
under five minutes.

The final rule sets forth federal regulations that replaces the current pilot with a
permanent Global Entry. It provides CBP with the ability to more readily expand
the program to additional U.S. international airports. In addition, age eligibility
criteria have changed to allow more families to enjoy the benefits of the program.
Persons under the age of 18 who meet the general eligibility criteria and have the
consent of a parent or legal guardian will now be eligible to participate in the
Global Entry Program.

(continued on page 2)
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of Birth Abroad, notarials, Tel: +40-21-270 6000
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pomtment ONLY. In the event of an emergency involving an
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index.html .
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(continued)

The members currently participating in the pilot will not experience a break in membership or need to re-
apply when the program becomes permanent; they will have their time credited to the five year membership as
proposed in the rule.

At Global Entry kiosks, members insert their passport or lawful permanent resident card into a document
reader, provide digital fingerprints for comparison with fingerprints on file, answer customs declaration ques-
tions on the kiosk’s touch-screen, and then present a transaction receipt to U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) officers before leaving the inspection area.

To date, there have been approximately 1.8 million admissions with Global Entry Program by more than
260,000 members and more than 1 million trusted travelers receive Global Entry benefits. The program is
available to U.S. citizens and U.S lawful permanent residents, as well as Mexican nationals.

For more information on this or other CBP Trusted Traveler programs, or for an application to enroll in the
Global Entry program, please visit the CBP ( CBP Travel Site ) or Global Entry websites ( Global Entry ).

ARE YOU UP FOR A CHALLENGE?

The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) is sponsoring a

motivational Voting Video contest open to all private U.S. "h‘f

citizens. The contestis being held through Challenge.gov ChallEﬂgE.gDU
and there is a prize! Deadline for submissions—July 29, 2012.

“Win $1,000 and have your video seen by thousands at FVAP.gov, while helping service members and Ameri-
can citizens overseas vote absentee. Many U.S. citizens in the military and away from home may not vote be-
cause they think it’s too hard or worry their vote won’t be counted. That’s why we want you to make a video
to promote FVAP’s mission and help them — whether it be about a problem faced by absentee voters, the
process itself, or the services provided by FVAP.

Your video should convey that it’s easier to cast a vote than one might think. For example, if mailed from a
U.S. post office, embassy, or consulate, it’s free to send an absentee ballot hard copy — postage paid. Your
video should clearly state FVAP.gov is an educational tool that makes the process easier, helping voters sort
through next steps, including early registration and filling out their absentee ballots.”

To be eligible to participate “you must be a citizen of the United States, Puerto Rico, or a U.S. terri-

tory. Employees of FVAP, their relatives, and FVAP contractors are not eligible to enter the contest. Any
video created by Federal employees while on Federal time are considered works of the U.S. Government and
are not eligible to win the cash prize. Federal employees outside FVAP can submit videos created outside of
work hours and be eligible for the prize.”

More information about the contest is available at http://gallantlystreaming.challenge.gov/rules.
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U.S. Department of State

Worldwide Caution

On July 18, 2012, the Department of State has issued a Worldwide Caution to update information on
the continuing threat of terrorist actions and violence against U.S. citizens and interests throughout
the world. U.S. citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate
steps to increase their security awareness. This replaces the Worldwide Caution dated January 24,
2012, to provide updated information on security threats and terrorist activities worldwide.

Please visit travel.state.gov to read the full text of this Worldwide Caution.

Don’t Leave The Country Without Your Visa

“True story: An American flew down to Brazil and got off the plane, but was soon on the next flight
back to the United States, having never even sipped a caipirinha. What happened? No visa. Serious
whoops.”

To read the full article, please follow this link.

“Soft Launch” of Mobile Version of STEP

On June 22, 2012, the Department of State Consular Affairs (CA) released a "soft launch" of a new,
mobile-friendly version of the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) website. STEP is a pub-
lic interfacing application where U.S. citizens can enter information about their overseas trip or resi-
dence so that the Department of State can better assist them in an emergency. STEPMobile is based
closely on the full version of the site but offers a streamlined interface that is much easier to navi-
gate from a mobile device, such as a Smartphone or tablet. STEPMobile will allow mobile users to
create a new STEP account, register a trip abroad, update their STEP profile, and modify their
listserv preferences more easily. By making it more convenient for travelers, this mobile application
will encourage enrollment, elevating the State Department's ability to assist U.S. citizens in case of
an emergency.

If you would like to enroll in STEP, please follow the instructions on page 4.
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Have a question about

visiting or living over- In the remainder 2012, the Embassy will be closed on Au-
seas? Check out these gust 15, September 3, October 8, November 12, November
links and find answers to 22, December 25 and December 26 in observance of U.S. and
your question s/ Romanian official holidays and for administrative reasons.

A Safe Trip Abroad
Road Safety Overseas
Death Abroad /P

Forced Marriages

~

lanning a trip? Visit

e ion www.travel.state.gov and learn
Overseas Security Advisory Council about current travel warnings, travel
Diplomatic Security Releases alerts, country specific information,
Help for American Victims of Crime

and more!

Overseas K /

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
How can I enroll in Smart Traveler Enrollment Program
(STEP)?

First you will create an account by clicking on the "Create an Account" link and follow-
»ing the instructions provided. The account creation allows you to select a username
and password so that you can access your travel data at any time. The account will

a also contain your personal information so that it can be saved and used again when-
ever you fravel abroad. The personal information section will include basic information
«about yourself, and also for an emergency contact that is not fraveling with you.

»Once you have created an account, you will view your profile and add trips or over-
nseas residences to register with a specific U.S. Embassy or Consulate. Click on the "Add
«Trip" button or "Add Overseas Residence" buttons to add this information. On the

" pages that follow, fill in as much information as you have available. There are very few
required fields, but thorough information enables the U.S. Embassy to help you more ef-
ficiently if needed.

«If you have any questions or require additional clarification of this
"process, please, email us at ACSBucharest@state.gov. ?

I
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