U.S. Embassy Quito, Ecuador
Security Message for U.S. Citizens
Increased Activity on the Cotopaxi Volcano
June 3, 2015

The U.S. Mission in Ecuador advises U.S. citizens living or traveling in Ecuador
that the Cotopaxi volcano, an active volcano near Quito, located within the
Cotopaxi National Park in the Cotopaxi Province, has recently experienced a rise
unusual activity. According to the Ecuadorian Geophysical Institute, since mid-
April 2015, Cotopaxi has experienced an unusually high level of seismic activity,
more frequent movement of magma inside the volcano, and an increase in sulfur
dioxide emissions, resulting in periodic sulfur smells and visible vapor emissions
(fumarole activity). While the Ecuadorian government has not announced any
alerts for the Cotopaxi volcano at this time, U.S. citizens are advised to take
precautions and monitor the news for updates.

U.S. citizens are also reminded that the Tungurahua volcano, near the tourist
community of Barios in Tungurahua Province, and the Wolf volcano, located on an
uninhabited area of Isabela Island in the Galapagos Islands chain, are currently
undergoing eruption cycles, along with other volcanoes in Ecuador. For more
information on current activity, visit the Spanish-language website of the
Ecuadorian Geophysical Institute, which monitors volcanoes and earthquakes.

We strongly recommend that U.S. citizens traveling to or residing in Ecuador
enroll in the Department of State's Smart Traveler Enrollment Program. STEP
enrollment gives you the latest security updates, and makes it easier for the U.S.
embassy or nearest U.S. consulate to contact you in an emergency. If you don't
have Internet access, enroll directly with the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate.

Regularly monitor the State Department's website, where you can find current
Travel Warnings, Travel Alerts, and the Worldwide Caution. Read the Country
Specific Information for Ecuador. For additional information, please refer to our
“Traveler’s Checklist” page. Updated information on travel and security in
Ecuador may also be obtained from the Department of State by calling 1-888-407-
4747 within the United States or by calling 1-202-501-4444 outside the United
States.



http://www.igepn.edu.ec/
https://step.state.gov/step
http://travel.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/country.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/country.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/checklist.html

Contact information:

U.S. Embassy Quito

Avigiras E12-170 y Eloy Alfaro.
Phone (593-2) 398-5000
ACSQuito@state.gov
http://ecuador.usembassy.qov/

U.S. Consulate General Guayaquil

Avenida Jose Rodriguez Bonin and Calle Santa Ana, San Eduardo
Phone (593-4) 371-7000

ACSGuayaquil@state.gov

http://quayaquil.usconsulate.gov/

Dialing instructions within Ecuador:
e Within the same city and from a land line use the last seven digits.
o For calls from a mobile phone and for intercity telephone calls add the city
code preceded by a 0.

Dialing instructions from the United States:
e Add the 011 prefix for an international long distance line.

For after-hours emergencies, call the phone numbers listed above for assistance.


mailto:ACSQuito@state.gov
http://ecuador.usembassy.gov/
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