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1. Background 

With over 36,000 military personnel from more than 30 Nations, EX TRIDENT JUNCTURE 15 (TRJE 15) 

will train and enhance the ability of NATO military forces and partners to deploy in any direction to 

meet present and future security challenges. 

TRJE 15 will test the NATO Response Force (NRF) on its deployability, interoperability, and 

sustainability.  NATO and partner forces, working with international agencies, governments, and 

organizations, will face complex threats and challenges across a massive exercise area that includes 

three host nations, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea.   

Such large-scale training is essential to a modern military Alliance.  TRIDENT JUNCTURE 15 is NOT 

about sabre-rattling, it is about ensuring Allies and partners are prepared and capable to work 

together in response to any potential crisis or threat. That is the reason for transparency regarding 

training. 

NATO will also innovate and learn during EX TRIDENT JUNCTURE 15.  New concepts such as the VJTF 

(Very high Readiness Joint Task Force) will be tested, and lessons from previous operations will be 

integrated into our procedures.   

EX TRIDENT JUNCTURE 15 is the culmination of training for the NRF this year, and our largest 

exercise since Strong Resolve in Poland and Norway in 2002.  This commitment clearly demonstrates 

that NATO has the resolve, capability, and capacity to meet present and future security challenges. 

TRJE15 will be conducted in two parts. Part I is a Command Post Exercise (CPX) designated to certify 

the Command and Control (C2) element of the NRF. Part II is a live Exercise (LIVEX), described above, 

that is held in the spirit of the Connected Forces Initiative1.  

During the LIVEX phase, Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO (STRIKFORNATO) will execute 

command and control of US maritime forces operating within Portugal and Spain.  These forces 

include elements of the KEARSARGE (KSG) Amphibious Readiness Group (ARG), 26th Marine 

Expeditionary Unit (MEU), a ship from the US Maritime Prepositioning Force (MPF), and TASK FORCE 

IRON HORSE (TF IH).  The USS ARLINGTON and a company of US Marines will represent the KSG 

ARG/MEU within Portugal and its territorial waters.  The USNS BUTTON and TF IH will represent a US 

Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) in Spain.  C2 of these forces demonstrates STRIKFORNATO’s 

core roles as a either a Maritime Component Command (MCC) in charge of one or more ARG/MEU 

and one or more Carrier Strike Groups or a Joint Headquarters Maritime Expeditionary (JHQ M/E) in 

charge of maritime forces and ground forces such as those represented by a MEB. 

 

                                                           
1
 The Connected Forces Initiative (CFI) aims to enhance the high level of interconnectedness and 

interoperability Allied forces have achieved on operations and with partners. CFI combines a comprehensive 
education, training, exercise and evaluation programme with the use of cutting-edge technology to ensure 
that Allied forces remain prepared to engage cooperatively in the future. 
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2. Public Statement 

On 20 October, STRIKFORNATO, Portuguese Marines, and the United States Marines Corps will 

demonstrate cooperation and interoperability as they conduct a Combined Amphibious Assault at the 

Pinheiro da Cruz training range in Portugal. 

The STRIKFORNATO led combined Portuguese and United States exercise will demonstrate: 

a) Readiness – In today’s world, crisis response is becoming increasingly demanding and the 

speed at which forces are required to deploy to areas of NATO interest has also increased 

significantly.  STRIKFORNATO is a predominantly maritime high readiness HQ with Joint 

capabilities and is permanently at 5 days’ notice to move in response to an emerging crisis.  

STRIKFORNATO’s core role is to exercise Command and Control of high readiness forces.  

TRJE 15 LIVEX provides STRIKFORNATO the opportunity for C2 of such forces in its capacity 

as an MCC overseeing the KSG ARG/MEU operating alongside the Portuguese Fuzileiros 

(Marines) in Portugal.  C2 of TASK FORCE IRON HORSE in Spain also demonstrates 

STRIKFORNATO’s joint capability.  STRIKFORNATO’s participation in TRJE 15 LIVEX clearly 

exhibits its readiness to respond to any crisis. 

 

b) Agility – The flexibility, high readiness and expertise of STRIKFORNATO and the forces under 

its command in this exercise illustrate unique and agile characteristics that are amongst the 

most capable in the world.  Integration of major US maritime and expeditionary forces in 

TRJE 15 is illustrative of the type of the agility and rapid response capability that 

STRIKFORNATO brings to the Alliance. 

 

c) Assurance – The size, capabilities and number of forces involved in exercise TRJE 15 are 

noteworthy in comparison to exercises of similar nature that have taken place in the last few 

decades.  This demonstration of capability by the Alliance members and partners is a clear 

sign of its cohesiveness, interoperability, military capability and collective will to uphold and 

defend the values behind which it stands.  STRIKFORNATO C2 of major US forces and assets 

validates its ability to support NATO’s assurance measures and to meet present and future 

security challenges. 

 

d) Transparency – NATO’s intent for transparency and predictability has been demonstrated 

from the beginning of the planning phases of Exercise Trident Juncture 15.  In line with Allies’ 

international obligations under the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) Vienna Document, TRJE 15 was announced well in advance and observers from all 

OSCE countries, including Russia, will be invited.  STRIKFORNATO’s role in TRJE 15 LIVEX is 

aligned with the overall nature of the exercise, emphasizing transparency and compliance 

with international obligations.   
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3. Media Engagement Program on October 19 and 20. 

As part of TRIDENT JUNCTURE 15, Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO (STRIKFORNATO), 

Portuguese Marines (“Fuzileiros”), and the United States Marines Corps will demonstrate 

cooperation and interoperability as they conduct a Combined Amphibious Assault simulation 

exercise at the Pinheiro da Cruz training range in Portugal.  There will be two opportunities for 

media to participate in the exercise, as follows: 

 

19 OCT 

Media will have the opportunity to conduct interviews of representatives from STRIKFORNATO, 

sailors from the USS ARLINGTON, US Marines from 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), and 

Portuguese Marines.  There will also be opportunities to take photographic and video imagery 

aboard the USS ARLINGTON.  

 

20 OCT 

Media should plan to arrive at the Main Gate of the Pinheiro da Cruz training range in Portugal no 

later than 10:45 on 20 October.  Media will be welcomed and then escorted to the Media 

Engagement Location where they will receive a brief explanation of the exercise followed by an on-

the-record question and answer period with a designated exercise subject matter expert.  Journalists 

will be allowed to capture imagery of the Landing Craft on Air Cushion (LCACs) during ship to shore 

movement.  A media engagement with senior NATO/Allied political and military leaders will be 

offered at approximately 13:15.  The media engagement event will end at 14:00.  Program timeline 

follows. 

 

72 hours prior to the event (19 OCT and 20 OCT) more details (media engagement program) will be sent by 

Email. 
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4. Engagement rules  

The engagement rules will be established by the responsible PAO when media arrives at the 

location. 

 

5. Registration requirements 

For accreditation reasons, media need to specify the follow information; 

. I will be present: 

 Only on 20 OCT or on both days (19 OCT and 20 OCT) 

. First Name 

. Family Name 

. Nationality 

. Date and place of Birth 

. Passport or ID Number 

. Passport Expiry Date 

. Gender 

. Position 

. Media outlet you work for 

. Media category – TV, Radio, Printed, Web, Agency 

. Official telephone number 

. Mobile Telephone number 

. Email address 

 

The deadline for registration is October 15, 2015.  No registrations will be accepted after this date. 
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6. Other details 

B-Roll and Photo Exercise imagery will be made available to journalists.  Please contact the following Public 

Affairs staffs for details and coordination: 

• Naval Striking and Support Forces – NATO: LT Charlene Izaque 

Mobile: +351 91 649 0778 

charlene.izaque@sfn.nato.int 

• 6th Fleet: LT Adam Cole 

Mobile: +39 335-756-1777 

Adam.Cole@eu.navy.mil 

• Portuguese Fleet Command: LT Alexandre Algarvio 

Mobile: + 351 918 542 551 

Comnav.protocolo@marinha.pt 

 

 In case of bad meteorological conditions - the 20 OCT media program will be rescheduled to 21 OCT. Media 

will be warned in anticipation. 


