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Upcoming Events
•	 36th Annual Fulbright Associ-
ation Conference  in Washington DC 
October 3-6, 2013 with special guest 
Mrs Harriet Fulbright

•	 FAATT Christmas Cocktails. 
Look out for details!

FAATT Quarterly Newsletter
September 2013

Becoming a Fulbrighter means entering into a  diverse community 
of  accomplished individuals. 

FAATT News
2013-2014 Fulbrighters prepare to leave

In photo (left) are the 2013 
Fulbright Recipients with 
Chargé d’Affaires Margaret 
Diop (third from right).

Others left to right are:  Rich-
ard Ramsawak - Ph.D. program 
in Economics at Clark Universi-

ty, Worcester, MA (LASPAU Faculty Development Program); 
Stasha Balkissoon - Master’s degree in Crop, Soil and En-
vironmental Sciences at the University of Arkansas, Fay-
etteville (LASPAU Faculty Development Program); Roma 
Johnny - Master’s degree program in Counseling Psychol-
ogy at Western Michigan University (Fulbright Foreign 
Student Program); Rhonda Jaipaul-O’Garro - 10-month 
non-degree fellowship program in Communications/Jour-
nalism at Arizona State University, Walter Cronkite School 
(Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Professional Develop-
ment Program) and Nailah Clinton -  Master’s in Educa-
tional Psychology at the College of Saint Rose, Albany, NY 
(Fulbright Foreign Student Program).
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Fulbright History 
J. William Fulbright was a prominent and gifted American 
statesman of the 20th century. His political career of over thirty 
years in the U.S. Congress was distinguished by his unequaled 
contribution to international affairs and marked by his tenure as 
the longest serving chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

He had profound influence on America’s foreign policy, and 
his vision for mutual understanding shaped the extraordinary 
exchange program bearing his name. 

His legislation establishing the Fulbright Program passed the 
Senate by unanimous consent in 1946 and drew strength from 
the U.S.’s national commitment to develop post war leadership 
and engage constructively with the community of nations. 

There have been more than 250,000 Fulbright students, schol-
ars and teachers; many of them have made significant contribu-

tions within their countries, including the U.S., as well as to the overall goal of advancing mutual under-
standing. 

After receiving a B.A. from University of Arkansas, Fulbright attended Oxford University where he re-
ceived an M.A. degree and was transformed by his international experience.

FAATT Photos
The Ambassador of the United States of America, Mrs Beatrice W. 
Welters held a reception in honour of Fulbright Scholars on Friday 
24 August 2012. The FAATT was in attendance.
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PAST AND PRESENT FULBRIGHT 
Georgina Chami  - Central America/
Caribbean Visiting Scholars Pro-
gram

I was an exchange visitor of 
the Central America/Carib-
bean Visiting Scholars Pro-
gram. This program is like a 
postdoc where the recipient 
can update their completed 
doctoral research for publi-
cation. My area of research 
was “UN peacekeeping in 

the Post-Cold War Era: Implications for Peace” 
and I was affiliated with Professor Neil, Chair, 
Graduate Dept. of Conflict Analysis & Resolution, 
Nova South-Eastern University, Ft. Lauderdale. 

I was encouraged by my former Supervisor to 
apply for the program as he felt that I needed a 
‘change of environment so as to broaden my out-
look of the world.’ This experience has surpassed 
all expectations and changed my perspective on 
life forever.

In pursuing research in the United States, I felt 
a renewed sense of responsibility and commit-
ment in providing for a better tomorrow. More 
importantly, it afforded me access to research 
opportunities; the opportunity to develop scholas-
tic/academic partnerships; and it enhanced my 
confidence and overall professional development. 

Being a ‘Fulbrighter,’ the opportunities are end-
less and numerous, the onus is on you to make 
wise choices.  Presently, as a lecturer at UWI, I 
can share my Fulbright experiences and encour-
age my students to have similar journeys. I strong-
ly encourage persons wanting to expand their 
horizons and knowledge to apply for a Fulbright 
scholarship. 

 

 Dr. Georgina Chami, Fulbright recipient 2010

Roma Johnny - Foreign Fulbright 
2013

As a budding Psychologist, I 
understand the role culture 
and diversity play in under-
standing human behaviour 
and mental health. My pas-
sion for serving others, thirst 
for knowledge, and commit-
ment to the field of psychol-
ogy led me to the doors of 
Fulbright with the hope of 
studying and understanding 

psychology from a different cultural perspective to 
better help the people of my country. The USA is at 
the forefront when it comes to the field of Psychol-
ogy and I am eager about the experiences that will 
contribute significantly to my professional journey. 

I look forward to being a part of the various activities 
offered and to meeting fellow Fulbrighters in the 
USA. I am deeply grateful for this opportunity as a 
Fulbrighter and Cultural Ambassador, for I am cer-
tain that both Trinidad and Tobago and The United 
States of America will benefit greatly from this cul-
tural and academic exchange. 

Roma Johnny

Foreign Fulbright 2013

FAATT EXECUTIVE
President - Dr. Charisse Griffith-Charles 

Vice President - Dr. Barney Pacheco 

Secretary - Dr. Charlene M. L. Roach

Treasurer - Vacant

Public Relations Officer - Vacant

Committee Members

Dr. Hannah Francis - Steve Seetahal - René Winter

Liaison Officer, U.S. Embassy - Jacqui Gregoire
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intelligent classmates where the learning not only 
comes from the Professors but from your friends.  

Finding a balance was difficult at first, since you 
feel like you’re drowning in readings with 1000 
pages a week to discuss in class with the pressure 
of your classmates being prepared, but I have 
learnt to manage the readings with a study bud-
dy and carve out a space for myself over time.  I 
enrolled in a swimming program at the gym which 
has made the world of a difference (it is, after all, 
facilities of a first world nation to be enjoyed), I 
learned to cook and most of all I learnt to pray.  I 
also attended both the Fulbright Orientation in 
Pennsylvania and the Enrichment Seminar in St. 
Louis and these have been some of the most 
memorable events of the Fulbright experience.  

Meeting fellow Fulbrighters makes you realize that 
you are not alone, that everyone feels the same 
and it is a huge support system and opportunity to 
network and build friendships with future leaders.  
As I embark on the second year, I feel proud hav-
ing successfully adjusted to a challenging environ-
ment with the gratitude that Fulbright has award-
ed me an opportunity to discover who I really am.

Samantha Chaitram

LASPAU Faculty Fulbright 2012

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/FulbrightAlumniAsso-
ciationofTrinidadandTobago

I was awarded 
the LASPAU Fac-
ulty Fulbright to 
pursue a Ph.D. 
in International 
Studies at the 
University of 
Miami (UM).  

After surviving the first year of an American 
doctoral program I can now reflect on how 
much I have grown not just academically, but 
also spiritually.  If I can sum it up, I would say, 
a Fulbright journey is a life experience.  Hav-
ing pursued all my studies in the Caribbean, 
I encountered a different world at UM.  While 
emphasis was placed on memory and spe-
cialization at a very early stage in the Carib-
bean, the American system forces you to read 
extensively - from history to politics to eco-
nomics to sociology to psychology to name 
a few - and it teaches you to think critically 
and analytically; it forces you to express your 
thoughts, to engage in debates and to solve 
problems.  

The beauty about the U.S.A and especially 
Miami, is that you find many international 
students, and in small doctoral programs you 
find many scholars, so it forces you to adjust 
to an international environment with very 

 Samantha Chaitram - LASPAU Faculty Fulbright

Contact FAATT 
Public Affairs Section 

Briar Place (2nd Floor)

10-12 Sweet Briar Road

St. Clair 

Tel: (868) 822-5561 

Fax: (868) 822-5574

Tel: (868) 822-5561 


