Ambassador Mull’s Remarks
Top 500 Innovators Alumni Association’s Second Congress
May 9, 2014

Good morning. Thank you to Minister Kolarska-Bobinska and the Top 500 Innovators Alumni
Association for inviting me to join this gathering of such a distinguished group, the Copernicuses
and Sklodowskas of today.

Through programs such as the Top 500 Innovators, Poland is in the midst of transforming its
economy into a high tech, innovation-driven model. You are critical to that transformation
process.

The Embassy’s support for the Top 500 Innovators program is part of our broader effort to
promote an innovation agenda in our bilateral relationship by working in five key areas:

First, we are supporting Poland’s efforts to diversify and secure its energy supply while
protecting the environment through our science fellowship program, which in the past two years
has brought experts in shale gas and nuclear energy. In June, we will bring an expert in clean
coal technology from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; he will share with Polish
counterparts our experience in the U.S. on how best to protect the environment while exploiting
coal resources.

Second, we support a growing culture of entrepreneurship in Poland through educational
programs such as Global Entrepreneurship Week. Global Entrepreneurship Week started in the
United States and has grown into an international initiative to spread knowledge and resources
about entrepreneurship. Last year over 400 programs took place in Poland over the course of the
week, featuring seminars such as “Developing Your Sales Skills with Professional Mentors” and
“The Legal Aspects of e-Businesses and e-Marketing.” Global Entrepreneurship Week will take
place on November 17 — 23 this year, and we encourage you to get involved.

Third, we work with the American Chamber of Commerce and our Polish partners to identify
and overcome regulatory obstacles to innovation. We know that the Top 500 has been
instrumental in this process. | understand that you worked with the Ministry of Science and
Higher Education to propose changes to Poland’s public procurement process. As a result, it is
now easier for researchers to buy essential equipment for their work. Such input from those who
are trying to create the businesses of the future is essential to any reforms that seek to improve
the business climate in Poland.

Fourth, we bring together technology experts with the NGO sector to foster innovation in civil
society and promote social entrepreneurship. Last October, in partnership with the Polish-
American Freedom Foundation, we hosted TechCamp Warsaw, which brought together Polish
technology experts and government officials, students from Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and
Belarus, and representatives from more than eighty Polish NGOs to discuss ways that technology
can be used innovatively to build democracy and strengthen civil society.



A fifth area where we seek to expand our cooperation is in supporting access to capital. Talent
and technology aren’t enough. Some of you have reached the point in your research where you
are ready to move your ideas beyond the laboratory stage and into development. For that step,
access to capital is essential. Developing the skills to obtain financing for innovation is an
essential ingredient of success in today’s competitive market.

To support that effort, I look forward to hosting some of you at my residence on May 29 for a
panel discussion on different models for securing investment capital. From angel investors to
crowd-funding, it is important to know the options available for accessing capital and to speak
with those who have already successfully done so. | encourage anyone who is interested to take
advantage of this discussion. We still have places available for those of you who wish to attend.

In the longer term, we are exploring with Poland a mechanism that will connect Polish
innovators and entrepreneurs with venture capital resources in the United States. Such a program
could expand greatly Polish innovators’ access to essential funding and help move ideas toward
commercialization. We are also looking at ways the public and private sectors, working together,
can serve as incubators for innovation.

Thank you again for inviting me here today. The Ministry of Science and Higher Education’s
Top 500 program remains an outstanding flagship for promoting Poland’s culture of innovation.
I look forward to hearing about all the great work each one of you are doing.



