Ambassador’s Remarks During Ceremony to Receive Order of Polonia Restituta

Mr. President, Mr. Prime Ministers, Ministers, Generals, honored guests:

Just over 29 years ago, Poland’s communist authorities accused me of running a NATO espionage ring,
and conducting hostile activities against the Polish state. After these allegations, Cheri and | sadly
prepared to depart Poland in 1986 for what we thought would be the last time. If someone had told us
then that today we would stand in the Belweder Palace before the democratically elected President of
Poland, receiving this extraordinarily prestigious honor, in a room full of NATO agents, | would never
have believed it. But here we are, together: beloved friends and allies, united as never before in our
common defense and in our love of freedom. Mr. President, this is truly a miracle in my lifetime that
deeply moves me.

| used to think that these kinds of miracles were a matter of course in Poland. The miracle that restored
a country after it disappeared off the map for 123 years. The “Miracle on the Vistula.” The miracle that
elevated a young, relatively unknown Polish priest to be Pope. The miracle of an electrician who
overthrew communism. The miracle that restored Jewish life after the Holocaust. And the miracle that
transformed an imprisoned democracy activist into a country’s President and statesman. But after
spending a quarter of my adult life here, | know that these are not miracles. They are the natural result
of the extraordinary hard work, the rock-solid commitment, the unstoppable passion, and the inspiring
perseverance and bravery of the Polish people.

It has been the privilege of Cheri’s and my lifetimes to represent the United States in this remarkable
place. Poland is where we started our marriage, and where we became parents of our beloved son
Ryan. Our hearts will always be full of so many happy memories of Poland — its natural beauty; the
extraordinary warmth, hospitality and humor of its people; its rich history and culture; the deliciousness
of its food; and the hundreds of its great heroes. | am deeply grateful to everyone in this room for their
friendship and partnership in all of the extraordinary things we have accomplished together through the
years. Prime Minister Siemoniak, Minister Kupiecki, and General Majewski for all of our work together
in providing for our common security. Prime Minister Piechocinski and Henryka Bochniarz for our work
in significantly expanding our economic ties. Ministers Schetyna, Sokotowski and Soczewica for our
unprecedented diplomatic coordination. Prime Minister Miller for our work to bring Poland into NATO
and to defend against our common enemies. Minister Omilanowska for our work in bringing our
cultures closer together. Ambassador Kozminski for his constant support and perceptive advice.
colleagues from the Embassy for their untiring and outstanding support every single day. And, of
course, Captain Bobrowski, for guiding me safely to earth when | jumped out of an airplane with him.

| also want to recall our dear friends from years past who are not with us, so many of whom perished in
the Smolensk catastrophe, but whose legacy and friendship will continue to live on and enrich Poland in
SO many ways.



Mr. President, thank you especially for your leadership, statesmanship, and unflagging friendship for the
United States. Your wisdom and support have made a historic impact on strengthening the bond
between our nations in a way that will endure for generations. | accept this award from you with great
humility and gratitude for the opportunity to serve in this magnificent country.

Finally, | want to thank my beloved wife Cheri, who has stood with me and supported me for the 31
years of our marriage, and without whom none of this would be possible. | love you with all my heart.



