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Szanowni Państwo!  Witam serdecznie. 

 

I am very pleased to be here at the National Museum in Wrocław, which is 

home to an amazing collection of art.  Since my arrival in Poland, I have come to 

understand how important art is for Poles, as both a means of self expression and a 

means of expressing Poland to the world.  We Americans feel the same way about 

our art, which is why we show American art in our Embassies and official 

residences around the world.  I am anxiously awaiting the arrival of the American 

art that I selected and cannot wait to share it with my friends here in Poland.   

 

In the meantime, the walls of my residence are by no means bare.  Thanks to 

the kindness and cooperation of so many renowned Polish artists throughout the 

country, including the legendary Magdalena Abakanowicz, we debuted works of 

art by Polish artists at our Independence Day reception on July 2.  These works, 

which include photos, paintings, multimedia and fiber art, reflect the true 

dynamism and diversity in the Polish art scene today. We are so fortunate to 



cooperate with such outstanding artists.  Anyone who has a chance to see these 

works at my residence is sure to agree that cultural exchange is and must always be 

vibrant and vital dimension of U.S.-Polish relations. 

 

With this thought in mind, we anticipate tomorrow’s opening of the 

Floodwall exhibit to the public.  I am pleased that we can get a sneak preview of it 

today.  When Jana Napoli and the Museum first proposed to bring Floodwall to 

Poland, we knew we had to make it happen.  Like New Orleans, Poland knows the 

tragedy of massive flooding.  Like Poland, New Orleans knows the experience of 

mass destruction and of rebuilding neighborhoods, human relationships, and local 

culture. By presenting the personal effects of Katrina’s victims, Jana Napoli invites 

us to ask ourselves: If we lost everything, how would we recreate our communities 

and what values and valuables would we put back into them. 

 

The Floodwall installation is the cornerstone of a larger project that we’re 

doing with several partners.  Our aims are to use art, in this case the Floodwall, as 

a focal point for social dialogue and to show how art can give underprivileged 

youth and people from marginalized social groups the hope, self confidence, and 

skills they need to succeed in life.  Our Embassy and Consulate could not do this 

alone, so let me recognize our Polish and American partners for their vision, hard 



work, and cooperation: 

 

• Mariusz Hermansdorfer and staff of the National Museum in Wrocław for 

hosting the Floodwall installation. 

• Jana Napoli, the artist who created Floodwall, for bringing her art, herself, and 

the spirit of New Orleans to Poland. 

• The Young Artists/Young Aspirations (or YA/YA) Alumni for their work with 

kids and the public showing how art can empower youth to do great things.  

• Anna Wołek and the Impart Arts Center for coordinating the program that 

includes Floodwall and the YA/YA Alumni. 

• Liliana Chromińska for her fundraising and organizational efforts. 

• Edith Stein House for hosting the workshops for Polish and German youth that 

are utilizing the talented YA/YA Alumni. 

• HBO Polska for allowing us to screen Spike Lee’s documentary film When the 

Levees Broke on the 5th anniversary of hurricane Katrina 

 

If you have specific questions about Floodwall or the accompanying 

program of activities, representatives of the Embassy in Warsaw, the Consulate in 

Krakow, the Museum, and Impart will be able to fill you in on the specifics. 

 



Thank you all for coming out today.  I’m sorry that my schedule does not 

permit me to be here for the grand opening tomorrow.  However, I encourage all of 

you to attend. 

Dziękuję Państwu! 


