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Mr. President, Speaker Borusewicz, Premiers, Ministers, Colleagues from the Diplomatic Corps,
leaders of local authorities and state administration, Senators and Members of Parliament,
military and law enforcement officers, leaders of religious communities, culture, sports,
education and business, Embassy colleagues, and all of our American friends: welcome to the
Fourth of July, po polsku!

Two-hundred thirty-eight years ago, America’s founders, with the help of our Polish allies
Tadeusz Ko$ciuszko and Kazimierz Putaski, launched the most daring political experiment the
world had ever seen, based on the revolutionary ideas of individual freedom and the pursuit of
happiness. In the years since, America has grown beyond its humble beginnings into a nation no
one could have imagined. And though we are proud of our values, our history and our
accomplishments, we also know we can never stop growing, learning and working even harder to
accomplish our unfinished business: to forge a more perfect union that ensures liberty and justice
for all.

Mr. President, we Americans feel a special joy celebrating our Independence Day in Poland,
which President Obama exactly a month ago called one of America’s best friends in the world;
especially this year in which we celebrate 25 years of a newly free Poland. Poles have created a
second miracle on the Vistula, which the United States is proud to support through our military
alliance, our trade and investment, and our work together to support Ukraine against aggression,
and to promote democratic values around the world. Americans and Poles have much in
common. Our noisy democracies. Our love of human freedom. Our pride in our histories and
our patriotism. Our hard-working and innovative people. Our commitment to defend our friends,
and to leave no one behind on the battlefield. And, of course, our disappointment that our
national soccer teams are not going to become world champions! Mr. President, thanks to you
and all our Polish friends for making us Americans feel so much at home in your beautiful,
friendly country!

I want to pay special tribute tonight to the Americans here in Poland who work hard every day to
make the ties between our two countries even stronger. America’s businessmen and women,
soldiers, students, entrepreneurs, artists, engineers, scientists, musicians, and athletes are
outstanding Ambassadors of the United States in weaving a fabric of friendship and common
values between our countries that grows stronger with each passing year.

I also want to thank the members of the American business community, the most generous in the
world, for their extraordinary support in making tonight’s event possible. Tonight, everything
you eat, drink, listen and dance to, and every firework that lights the sky is the gift of the
American business community. Please join me in thanking all of our sponsors for their fantastic
hospitality!

Finally, it is the privilege of my life to work with such a remarkable team of Poles and
Americans in the U.S. mission in Poland. You bring new meaning to the phrase, “Yes We
Can!” This year you worked harder than ever before in supporting visits from President Obama,



Vice President Biden and multiple other senior leaders of our government, military and
Congress, while never failing in your daily tasks to provide the very best service to the public
and to our government. Thank you from all my heart for your outstanding work. | dedicate
tonight’s reception to all of you.

And now, it is my very great honor to invite to the stage a great statesman, a hero of Poland’s
democratic movement, and a warm friend of the United States, President of the Republic of
Poland Bronistaw Komorowski.



