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American Community in Lima Marks 9/11 Anniversary

LIMA, SEPTEMBER 11, 2011. U.S. Ambassador to Peru Rose M. Likins led a commemoration
ceremony at the U.S. Embassy in Lima to mark the tenth anniversary of the September 11,
2001, terrorist attacks in the United States. Speaking before members of the American
community in Peru, representatives of the Peruvian government and other invited guests, the
Ambassador honored the 9/11 victims of all nationalities, expressed solidarity with those
impacted by terrorism around the world, and affirmed the resolve of people of goodwill to
reject extremist violence.

“Today, on this anniversary of events we have mourned for 10 years, we honor the victims by
turning ourselves to the future. We have learned from our 9/11 losses, as we have learned from
other difficult moments in our nation’s history, that the American spirit is best demonstrated as
an unquenchable thirst to move forward. It is time to rededicate ourselves — Americans,
Peruvians, citizens of all nations —to a common effort to make the world a better place for this
and future generations. We owe it to those who have gone before us and the sacrifices they
made. We have done it before, and, together, we will do it again. “

Ambassador Claudio de la Puente, Director General for Inter-American Affairs at the Peruvian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, delivered remarks. Ambassador de la Puente was serving as Chargé
d’Affaires a.i. at the Peruvian Embassy in Washington, D.C., on September 11, 2001. The
ceremony included a benediction by Monsignor Kevin Randall, Chaplain, Major, U.S. Air Force
Reserve and Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Apostolic Nunciature in Lima; presentation of the
colors by members of the U.S. Embassy Marine Security Guard detachment; songs by the Villa
Maria Miraflores School elementary choir; and the reading of a poem composed for the
occasion by a U.S. Embassy official. Ambassador Likins dedicated a newly-planted tree on the
Embassy grounds as a living memorial to victims of terrorism worldwide.

Nearly 3,000 people were killed ten years ago today when four U.S. commercial aircraft were
hijacked and commandeered to hit targets in New York City and Washington, D.C., with one
crashing in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Five Peruvian citizens were among the victims from more
than 90 nations killed in the collapse of the World Trade Center Twin Towers in New York.
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