Crime in Paraguay

We would like to share information on crime in Paraguay from the travel.state.gov website. All Americans are
reminded that Asuncion is rated by the Department of State as HIGH for crime.

CRIME: Crime has increased steadily over the past several years posing a challenge to the Paraguayan National
Police. Although most crime is nonviolent, there has been an increase in the use of weapons, and there have been
incidents of extreme violence. U.S. citizens have on occasion been the victims of assault, robbery, and rape. Local
authorities frequently lack the training and resources to solve these cases. Under these circumstances, U.S. citizens
traveling to or residing in Paraguay should be aware of their surroundings and security at all times. Travelers and
residents alike should take common sense precautions; refrain from conspicuous displays of wealth such as wearing
expensive-looking cameras and flashy jewelry, displaying large amounts of money, or other valuable items.
Criminals often target those thought to be wealthy. Resistance to armed assailants has often aggravated the situation
and therefore is not advised.

Armed robbery, car theft, and home invasions are a problem in both urban and rural areas. Street crime, including
pick pocketing and mugging, is prevalent in cities. The number of pick pocketing incidents and armed assaults is
also increasing on public buses and in the downtown area of Asuncion. A common tactic is the use of motorcycles
by robbers to quickly approach their victims and then brandish a weapon and demand a wallet or purse. Please note
that this method of operation — two men on a motorcycle — is something for which you should be attentive. As many
incidents on public buses involve individuals snatching valuables, passengers should not wear expensive-looking
jewelry or display other flashy items. There have been incidents of pilferage from checked baggage at both airports
and bus terminals. Travelers have found it prudent to hide valuables on their person or in carry-on luggage.
Unauthorized ticket vendors also reportedly operate at the Asuncion bus terminal, badgering travelers into buying
tickets for substandard or non-existent services.

Despite concerted efforts by the Paraguayan Government over the last several years to improve the quality of its
police force, corruption continues to be a problem within the Paraguayan National Police. Police are frequently
involved in various criminal activities and actively solicit bribes. Uniformed police often conduct roving checks of
vehicles and passengers. All lawful police instructions should be adhered to. However, the Embassy does not
support the payment of bribes under any circumstances and encourages U.S. citizens to contact the Embassy if they
believe they are being treated improperly.
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