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Award

winner
persuade
colleague

BY GORETHY KENNETH

THE United States
Government has honoured
a Papua New Guinean
woman leader with a
prestigious award during
International Women's
Forum in Port Moresby.

Maria Lakamiku Towail
Nepal, from Bougainville,
was acknowledged as the
US Department of State's
2015 Women of Courage
Award nominee for Papua
New Guinea yesterday.

US Ambassador, Walter
North, presented the award
and acknowledged her work
that lent the honour.

Mrs Nepel is a nurse by
profession, who is now
studying for her PHD in
Australia at the age of 55.
She was given the Woman
of Courage Award for her
perseverance to excel in
her career and for her con-
tribution to the people of
PNG.

In her speech yesterday,
Mrs Nepel, who comes from
Siwaiin South Bougainville
and married to Nissan
Island, said: I didn't do it
for name and fame, I did it
for all of us.”

She gave an encouraging
speech that women should
work together to build the
society we live in.

“We cannot make a dif-
ference just on our own.
Yes we have challenges,
but challenges cannot be
overcome without our male
counterparts.

“So it's amazing that we
can talk about these issues,
we are empowered women,
;lek}ust need to walk the

“Half the time we come for
bigger forums like this, we
say oh, we are empowered,
but what happens when we
get back home?

“We have to make the
change and it has to start
from you, from within our-
selves,” Mrs Nepel said.

MRS Nepel and women leaders who were her school mates.

Taylor: PNG women
over-empowered

BY GORETHY KENNETH

PACIFIC Island Forum
Secretary-General, Dame
Meg Taylor, says Papua New
Guinea women are already
“over empowered” and they
Jjust need to be encouraged to
move forward.

In a brief interview, Dame
Meg highlighted the quality
of women leaders’ presenta-
tions thus far and upcom-
ing women leaders had
improved tremendously,
which was a sign that PNG
was advancing.

She spoke briefly about
women connecting with the

PNG women
are already over
empowered

JAME MEG TAYLOR
Port Moreshy

right people and how they
needed to work together and
be encouraged to prosper.
Dame Meg was speaking
at the 2015 PNG Women's
Forum co-hosted by the US
embassy and the National
Government. In her inspi-

rational speech, Dame Meg
mentioned her experiences
of 20 years in top jobs, one
of which was in the World
Bank and heading PNG offic-
es in S and Canada.

“All of us here in this
room, especially our women
departmental heads and all
of you, I want to say, when
you have a problem, don't
walk away from it. You sit
there, put your mind to it
and address it, this is what
1 had gone through and it
changed my whole attitude.

“The desire to learn every
day, live like there is no
tomorrow, learn like you

will live forever. So every
day, when somebody else
say's to you about something
you didn’t know, take it on
board, that it is something
that will enrich your mind
because it is something you
are learning,” she said.

“For those of you in man-
agement positions, hire
voung people who are smart-
er than you, don’t be afraid
of their knowledge because
your job and skill is to man-
age that knowledge. If you
can learn how to manage
that knowledge, you will
have an amazing organisa-
tion,” Dame Meg said.

Govt to
adopt
plan for
women

THE Government will ado
a strategic plan for wome
to benefit from hosting
the Asia Pacific Econom
Cooperation (APEC) in 201

Papua New Guimea
hosting the APEC Summ
in 2018 and already wome
are making inroads to ha
access to economic marke
and guestioning how the
can benefit from the cou
try’'s bigeest event ever.

At the 2015 PNG Women
Forum in Port Moreshy ye
terday, the issue of women
economic participation |
PNG and achieving APF
priorities for gender equs
ity was discussed.

‘The forum also heard abor
how important using APE
to inerease market acce
for women was and ho
PNG would cohost the Poli
Partnership on Women ar
the Economy (PPWE) ;
May this year.

Head of Investme
Promotion Authority, Iv:
Pomaleu, gave a rundow
of how using APEC wou
increase the market acce
for women in PNG con
2018.

“Because PNG's male don
nated institutions have litt
inherent interest in gende
oriented reforms, they mu
be challenged to commit -
opening up opportunities fi
women to participate in t}
economy,” he said.

“Any such challenge mu
be based in fact, but is we
known that lack of quan
tative information abo
women's participation |
diminishes the impact
gender sensitive public pe
icy. donor initiatives, ar
private sector planning.

“There are four prioriti
of APEC’s policy partne
ship on women, providir
a framework for facts ar
articulating challenges,” b
Pomaleu said.

He said the prioritis
include access to capit:
among others.

LR GGl Drinking too much water too quickly can cause water intoxication, which is likely to occur during periods of intense athletic sessions
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We have recorded a huge 170 mm of rain in the last week. This has re-
sulted in the dam level increasing by 14 Million Cubic Metres (Mm3). We

are expecting some rain in the next couple of weeks and hopefully the
reservoir can keep on filling up.

As of Tuesday March 10, the water level has increased to 49%, which
is 168 Mm3 below spill fevel. The Dam is designed to hold 340 Mm3 of
water, We are still below the halfway mark and jt is important that we

manage our power and water usage wisely. Please continue to be conser-
vative in using your power supply.

- TURN OFF ANY LIGHTS, FANS AND ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES NOT IN USE.

= - SET THE TEMPERATURE OF THE AIR CONDITIONING UNIT AT 24 Degrees.

- DO NOT USE MORE THEN ONE POWER POINT.
- DO NOT OVERLOAD POWER POINTS.

PLEASE USE POWER AND WATER WISELY!
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