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Barack Obama (Democrat) .
John McCain (Republican)

“WWe are the change that we seek.”

— Barack Obama, speaking in Chicago on Super Tuesday
(February 5, 2008)

Electaral Votes Popular Votes
Obama365 Obama 69,438,051
McCain 173 McCain 59,929,824

OBAMA-BIDEN

os Angeles street artist Shepard Fairey captured Illinois sen-
Lamr Barack Obama’s thoughtful determination in the Hope

poster he designed in January 2008, while the future presi-
dent was still running in the primaries. The poster—which orig-
inally read Progress before the Obama campaign contacted the
artist and asked for the revision—soon became a cultural icon.
“There were a lot of people who were digging Obama but they
didn’t have any way to symbolically show their support,” said
Fairey. “The demand for an image like that had not been sup-
plied and ... Obama supporters were very hungry for it and also
very motivated to spread it

Change, hope, and can-do optimism were the themes Obama
thought the country needed. The fight against terrorism had been
a hot-button issue in 2004, but by 2008 many Americans had grown
weary of the continuing wars in Irag and Afghanistan. On Febru-
ary 7, Obama aired a video that cemented his message:“Yes, we can
to justice and equality,” he declared. "Yes, we can to opportunity
and prosperiry. Yes, we can heal this nation. Yes, we can repair this
world. Yes, we can.”

Obama had two major rivals: senator and former first lady
Hillary Clinton, who challenged him for the Democratic nomina-
tion, and Vietnam War veteran and long-time U5, senator John
MeCain, who became the Republican candidate. Each stressed ex-
perience and proven leadership, and both questioned Obama’s lack
thereof. McCain ran a controversial commercial comparing Obama
to media icons Paris Hilton and Britney Spears: “He's the biggest
celebrity in the world. But is he ready to lead?”

American voters believed that, yes, he was. Obama won the
Democratc candidacy and chose Dielaware senator Joe Biden as his
vice-presidential running mate. The Obama-Biden campaign cap-
italized on technology, raising more money than their opponents
and expertly using the Internet to multiply support, especially
among young voters. Obama was hip and inspiring, prompting
grassroors movements and art. When the economy crashed in late
September—a perfect storm of Wall Street meltdown, mortgage
crisis, and rising unemployment—QObama hammered home his
commitment to ordinary people over big business. More than 131
million people voted in 2008, with 52.9 percent choosing Barack
Obama as the first black president of the United States.

Change We Can Believe In, poster,
2008. Vice-presidential nominee Joe
Biden brought experience to the “hope”
campaign.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Cuadragésimo cuarto presidente de Estados
Unidos. Su historia es una historia estadounidense —
los valores del corazén de Estados Unidos, una
educacion en el seno de una familia de clase media, la
dedicacién al estudio y al trabajo para salir adelante, y
la conviccibn de que una vida con tantas bendiciones
debia vivirse para servir al projimo.

Hijo de un padre de Kenia y una madre de Kansas, el
presidente Obama nacié en Hawai el 4 de agosto de
1961. De nifio vivid una temporada con su abuelo, que sirvié en el ejército de Patton, y su
abuela, que logré ascender de secretaria a un rango intermedio en la gerencia de un banco.

Después de cursar sus estudios universitarios gracias a los préstamos estudiantiles y las becas
obtenidas, el presidente Obama se mudé a Chicago, donde trabajé con un grupo de iglesias
para ayudar a reconstruir las comunidades devastadas por la clausura de las acererias locales.

Al poco tiempo se matriculé en la escuela de leyes de Harvard, donde se convirtié en el primer
presidente afroamericano de la Harvard Law Review. Al graduarse, regres6 a Chicago para
encabezar una iniciativa para registrar electores, impartir clases de derecho constitucional en la
Universidad de Chicago y permanecer activo en su comunidad.

Los afos de servicio del presidente Obama responden a una creencia inquebrantable de que es
posible unir a la gente alrededor de una politica de propdsito. En el Senado de lllinois, el
presidente Obama promovié la reforma ética mas importante en veinticinco afios, recortd los
impuestos de las familias en la fuerza laboral y amplié los servicios de salud para los nifios y
sus padres. Como senador por el estado de lllinois, trabajé con la oposiciéon para moderar la
influencia de los grupos de presion, asegurar las armas de destruccion masiva y promover la
transparencia gubernamental reportando todos los gastos del Gobierno en Internet.

Fue elegido como el cuadragésimo cuarto presidente de Estados Unidos el 4 de noviembre de
2008, y prest6 juramento el 20 de enero de 2009. El y su esposa Michelle, son los padres
orgullosos de dos nifias, Malia, de 12 afios, y Sasha, de 9.
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