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2008

Barack Obama (Democrat) v.
John McCain (Republican)

“I'm not running for President to be
somebody, but to do something; to do the
hard but necessary things, not the easy
and needless things.”

—John McCain announcing his run _for the presidential nomi-
nation on April 25, 2007, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Electoral Votes Popular Votes
Obama 365 Obama 69,438,051
McCain 173 McCain 59,929,824

he original mavericks,” declared the TV ad aired Septem-

I ber 8, 2008."“He battled R epublicans and reformed Wash-
ington. She batded Republicans and reformed Alaska.

They'll make history. They'll change Washington. McCain-Palin.

Reeal change” During four terms as a U.S. senator, John McCain—
navy pilot, tortured Viemam prisoner of war—had built a repuration

for disagreeing with his party, including voring against tax cuts in
early 2001. But after the events of September 11, 2001, he sided

increasingly with the policies of President George W. Bush, a ten-
dency Democratic opponent Barack Obama repeatedly pointed
out. Americans were looking for a new direction—did McCain
really represent change?

McCain tried to broaden his base by reaching out to Latinos,
launching a Spanish-language website on Cinco de Mayo with
posters proclaiming “ Estamos Unidos” (We are united). Bur he was
still lagging behind Obama in the polls in September when he chose
Sarah Palin as his vice-presidential running mate. The addition of the
relatively unknown governor of Alaska sparked a surge of excite-
ment, pleasing conservatves and boosting McCain's popularicy.
Palin was the first woman to be nominated by Reepublicans for high
office and would have become the first fernale vice president of the
United States. She also bore a striking resemblance to actor and
comedy writer Tina Fey, who delighted liberals with her dead-on
impersonations in televised skits on the popular show Saturday Night
Live. Palin gamely appeared on one episode, watching her doppel-
ginger impersonate her on a monitor as some 14 million viewers
tuned in.

The McCain—Palin ticket touted leadership and experience, yet
voters were worried Palin lacked the skills to run the country should
something happen to McCain while in office (he was seventy-two
years old at the time). With the disastrous economic downturn,
MeCain, now firmly associated with the Bush Republicans, lost
ground. Obama pledged to raise taxes only on those making more
than $250,000 a year, prompting Samuel Joseph Wurzelbacher, a
plumber’ assistant in Chio, to challenge the candidate by asserting
that his taxes would increase if he purchased a small business. Me-
Cain used “Joe the Plumber™” as a symbol of the middle class, sug-
gesting that Obama’s tax policies would deny ordinary Americans
the fruits of the American dream. But it was not enough to sway the
American public. Obama won nearly 53 percent of the popular vote
to become the forty-fourth president of the United States.

Republican National Convention, 5L
Paul, Minnesota, photograph, 2008,
In a surpnsing announcemeant, John
MeCain chose Alaska governar Sarah
Palin to be his vice-presicential run-
ning mate.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Cuadragésimo cuarto presidente de Estados
Unidos. Su historia es una historia estadounidense —
los valores del corazén de Estados Unidos, una
educacion en el seno de una familia de clase media, la
dedicacién al estudio y al trabajo para salir adelante, y
la conviccibn de que una vida con tantas bendiciones
debia vivirse para servir al projimo.

Hijo de un padre de Kenia y una madre de Kansas, el
presidente Obama nacié en Hawai el 4 de agosto de
1961. De nifio vivid una temporada con su abuelo, que sirvié en el ejército de Patton, y su
abuela, que logré ascender de secretaria a un rango intermedio en la gerencia de un banco.

Después de cursar sus estudios universitarios gracias a los préstamos estudiantiles y las becas
obtenidas, el presidente Obama se mudé a Chicago, donde trabajé con un grupo de iglesias
para ayudar a reconstruir las comunidades devastadas por la clausura de las acererias locales.

Al poco tiempo se matriculé en la escuela de leyes de Harvard, donde se convirtié en el primer
presidente afroamericano de la Harvard Law Review. Al graduarse, regres6 a Chicago para
encabezar una iniciativa para registrar electores, impartir clases de derecho constitucional en la
Universidad de Chicago y permanecer activo en su comunidad.

Los afos de servicio del presidente Obama responden a una creencia inquebrantable de que es
posible unir a la gente alrededor de una politica de propdsito. En el Senado de lllinois, el
presidente Obama promovié la reforma ética mas importante en veinticinco afios, recortd los
impuestos de las familias en la fuerza laboral y amplié los servicios de salud para los nifios y
sus padres. Como senador por el estado de lllinois, trabajé con la oposiciéon para moderar la
influencia de los grupos de presion, asegurar las armas de destruccion masiva y promover la
transparencia gubernamental reportando todos los gastos del Gobierno en Internet.

Fue elegido como el cuadragésimo cuarto presidente de Estados Unidos el 4 de noviembre de
2008, y prest6 juramento el 20 de enero de 2009. El y su esposa Michelle, son los padres
orgullosos de dos nifias, Malia, de 12 afios, y Sasha, de 9.
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