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1996

Bill Clinton (Democrat) v.
Bob Dole (Republican) v.
H. Ross Perot (Reform)

“We do not need to build a bridge to the
past; we need to build a bridge to the future.”

—Bill Clinton
Electaral Votes Popular Votes
Clinton 379 Clinton 45,590,703
Dole 159 Dole 37,816,307
Perot O Perot 7,866,284

merican voters were suffering from a case of déji vu in

1996, when a popular incumbent was again challenged by

rwo opponents. Two of the three candidates were the same
as in 1992: Bill Clinton and third-parry gadfly H. R.oss Perot. Four
years later, however, Clinton resided in the White House, and, un-
like George H.W. Bush in "92, there was no shaky economy to de-
flate his high ratings in the polls. In fact, during his presidency,
Clinton had overseen a huge transformation in the economic pic-
ture: unemployment and infladon
were down, and the deficit had
been substantially reduced. It was

banner of the Reform Parry, was Perot, who had made a respectable
popular-vote showing in 1992,

In his January State of the Union address, Clinton seized the
initative from the Republicans, declaring that the era of big gov-
ernment was over. The Democratic platform followed up on that
theme by promising to balance the budget as well as reform welfare
and campaign financing. When Dole subsequentdy proposed, “Let
me be the bridge to an America that only the unknowing call myth.
Let me be the bridge to a ume of tranquiliry, faith, and confidence
in action,” Clinton had a ready answer: he was building a bridge to
the future,

The Democrats’ move to the center severely reduced the dif-
ferences berween the rwo parties in the minds of many vorers and
in the opinion of some political cartoonists (see below). It wasn't a
particularly inspiring campaign, and voter turnout reflected the lack
of excitement. A total of 8.2 million fewer voters participated than
in 1992, though Clinton garnered more votes than he had four years
before. Perot was the big loser, dropping from almost 19 percent of
the popular vote in the previous election to only 8 percent this time
around. Dele won most of the South and the middle of the coun-
try, and Clinton solidified his hold on the big electoral states, adding
Florida to the Democratic count. Meanwhile, Bob Dole became
the first presidential candidate to win the male vote but lose the
elecdon.

Presidential candidates, drawing by Pat
Qliphant, 1996, As Election Day drew
nearer, mud slinging rose between the two
nomineas, & evoked by the "pot calling
the kettle black" reference in this cartoon.

a quick turnaround for the
“Comeback Kid," whose lacklus-
ter first two years in office had
opened the door for a Republican
takeover of Congress in the 1994
midterm elections. But as budget
wars with Congressional Reepub-
licans swung public favor back to-
ward Clinton, the GOP was set
back on its heels.

In the primary season, Clin-
ton ran virtually unopposed in his
party’s primaries. Sen. Bob Dole of
Kansas, vice president under Gerald
Ford and a presidendal contender
in 1980 and 1988, mowed down a
large field of rivals and finally
grabbed his party’s brass ring. And
back again, this time under the
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Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Cuadragésimo segundo presidente de los Estados
Unidos de América. Naci6 el 19 de agosto de 1946 en
Hope, Arkansas bajo el nombre de William Jefferson
Blythe 1V, tres meses después que su padre falleciese

| - El en un accidente de transito. En la secundaria decidio
:I : ! s J - tomar el apellido de la familia.
L e Ll
X :

) . . ' Sobresalia como estudiante y como saxofonista,
Bill Clinton 19932601 incluso llegé a considerar la posibilidad de convertirse

en un musico profesional. Como delegado de los Nifios
de la Nacién, conoci6 al Presidente John Kennedy en el Jardin Rosa de la Casa Blanca. El
encuentro lo motivé a ingresar al servicio publico.

Clinton se gradud de la Universidad de Georgetown en 1968 y obtuvo una beca escolar para la
Universidad de Oxford. En 1973 se gradudé de abogado en Yale e ingresé a la politica en
Arkansas.

Un afo después fue derrotado en la campafia para el Congreso por el tercer distrito de
Arkansas. En 1975 se cas6 con Hillary Rodham, graduada del colegio Wellesley y de leyes en
Yale. En 1980, nacid la Unica hija del matrimonio, Chelsea.

Clinton fue elegido como fiscal de Arkansas en 1976, y se convirti6 en Gobernador en 1978.
Luego de haber perdido la reeleccion, volvié a ocupar el puesto cuatro afios mas tarde y
continud en él hasta derrotar a George H. Bush en las elecciones de 1992 por la presidencia.

Clinton y el candidato a la vicepresidencia Albert Gore Jr., representaban una nueva generacion
en el liderazgo politico estadounidense. Por primera vez en 12 afios tanto el Congreso como la
Casa Blanca estaban en manos de un mismo partido. Pero esa ventaja politica fue breve
porque los republicanos obtuvieron la mayoria de las dos camaras del Congreso (Casa de
Representantes y Senado).

En 1998, como resultado de las indiscreciones personales con una joven pasante de la Casa
Blanca, Clinton fue el segundo Presidente en ser interpelado por la Casa de Representantes.
Fue juzgado en el Senado, donde se lo encontré inocente de los cargos presentados contra él.
Pidi6 disculpas a la nacién por sus acciones y mantuvo una popularidad sin precedentes y
aprobaciéon por su desempefio como Presidente.

En los asuntos de politica exterior, envié tropas a Bosnia y bombarde6 Irak cuando Saddam
Hussein se neg6 a recibir la inspecciéon de las Naciones Unidas a sus armamentos. Clinton se
convirtié en el vocero mundial en pro de una OTAN mas amplia y la lucha global contra el
narcotrafico.
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