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1988

George H.W. Bush (Republican)
v. Michael Dukakis (Democrat)

“His foreparents came to America on
immigrant ships. My foreparents came fo
America on slave ships. But whatever
the original ships, we are both in the
same boat now.”

—Jesse Jackson, referving to Michael Dukalkis, the Democratic
presidential nominee

Electoral Votes Popular Votes

Dukakis 111
Bentsen 1*

“Although Lioyd Bentsen ran for vice president, he received one electoral college vote,

race, Massachuserts governor Michael Dukakis was the ben-

Each time Sen. Gary Hart withdrew from the Democratic
eficiary, with wild card Jesse Jackson running second in the

delegate count. It was another impressive performance for the
Chicago-based Bapust minister and founder of the Nadonal Rain-
bow Coalition, who had finished third in 1984, Jackson focused his
campaign on social and economic policies affecting those he be-
lieved had lost our under Reaganomics. Given his strong showing,
Jackson expected an interview for the vice presidency. Dukakis de-
clined to consider him, selecting seasoned U.S. senator Lloyd
Bentsen of Texas as his running mate. (Bentsen would later deliver
one of the most memorable lines in campaign history when he in-
formed George Bush'’s running mate, the boyish-looking senavor
Dan Quayle, just forty-one yezrs old, “You're no Jack Kennedy.)

The battle berween Bush and Dukakis centered on whether to
follow the course Roonald Reeagan had laid out. Even as Bush urged
voters to “read my lips: no new taxes” and spoke beatifically of “a
kinder, gentler naton,” his notorious campaign manager, Lee Ar-
water, engineered a series of devastating punches that sent Dukakis
sprawling. The governor never recovered from Bush’s criticism of a
Massachusetts prison furlough program that released convicted mur-
derer Willie Horton, a black man, whe later went on a violent crime
spree; the debacle was later featured in a series of successful Re-
publican campaign ads. Jackson declared the ads racist and decried
plaving on people’s worst fears, but the damage was done.

Commentators noted the increased willingness of most candi-
dates to submit to their “handlers,” and both parties agreed that 1988
was one of the nastiest campaigns on record. Toward the end of his
life, Atwater acknowledged that,“while I didn’t invent ‘negative pol-
itics, [ am among its most ardent practitioners.” He also apologized
for his treatment of Dukakis and his claim to “make Willie Horton
his running mate.” Ultimately, Dukakis blamed himself for his de-
fear. “I made a deliberate decision not to respond to the Bush at-
tack campaign, and it was just a terrible mistake You just cannor let
the other guy beat you up and remain silent”

Jesse fackson, drawing by Kevin
Kallaugher, 1986. In this political
cartoon, Jackson is shown painting
a rainbow with black paint, a
reference to his progressive Rain-
bow Coalition and his frustration
with being seen only as a black
candidate.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Cuadragésimo primer presidente de los Estados
Unidos de América. Nacié en Milton, Massachusetts el
12 de junio de 1924. Fue lider estudiantil en la
Academia Phillips en Andover. Al cumplir dieciocho
aflos se alist6 en las fuerzas armadas. Fue
condecorado con la Cruz Distinguida de Vuelo por su
heroismo en accién.

En dos periodos consecutivos fue representante al
Congreso por el Estado de Texas y en dos
oportunidades se postuld sin éxito para el Senado. En aquel entonces fue designado a una serie
de cargos de alta responsabilidad: embajador de las Naciones Unidas, jefe del Comité Nacional
del Partido Republicano, director de enlaces en la embajada estadounidense de la Republica
Popular China y Director de la Agencia Central de Inteligencia (CIA).

En 1980 Bush compitié por la nominacién republicana presidencial. Perdid, aunque fue elegido
como candidato a la vicepresidencia de Ronald Reagan. En 1988 Bush obtuvo la nominaciéon
republicana para presidente.

Bush debio enfrentar los draméaticos cambios mundiales tales como: el fin de la Guerra Fria
luego de cuarenta amargos afios, el derrumbe del bloque comunista y la caida del Muro de
Berlin. Asimismo, la Unién Soviética dej6é de existir como tal y el presidente reformista Mikhail
Gorbachev, a quien Bush habia respaldado, presentd su renuncia. Mientras Bush aclamaba la
evolucion y avance de la democracia, insistio en limitar la politica de Estados Unidos hacia el
grupo de nuevas naciones.

En otras areas de politica exterior, el presidente Bush envi6 tropas americanas a Panama para
derrocar el régimen corrupto del general Manuel Noriega.

La prueba méas grande para Bush se presentdé cuando el presidente iraqui Saddam Hussein
invadido a Kuwait y amenazaba con ocupar Arabia Saudita. Prometiendo liberar Kuwait, Bush
envid 425,000 soldados americanos a los cuales se unieron 118,000 soldados de las naciones
aliadas.

A pesar de una popularidad sin precedentes, resultante de su triunfo militar y diplomético,
Bush se vio imposibilitado para resistir el descontento de la opinién publica americana,
consecuente con una economia vacilante, el resurgimiento de la violencia en algunas ciudades
y la permanencia del elevado y continuo déficit. En 1992 Bush perdié su posibilidad de
reeleccion contra el candidato demadcrata William Bill Clinton.
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