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1984

Ronald Reagan (Republican) v.
Walter Mondale (Democrat)

“We are creating a political demolition derby,
not a presidential debate. Those strange
impulses in the American soul that have

produced mud wrestling and The Gong
Show seem to have claimed the
national campaign.”

—Hugh Sidey, Time magazine presidential columnist

Electoral Votes Popular Votes
Reagan 525 Reagan 54,455,075
Mondale 13 Maondale 37,577,185

s the United States emerged from a severe recession, the
A Republican campaign mantra was to “stay the course™ and
follow President Rionald Reagan’s road wo recovery. The
optimistic imagery of his “Bringing America Back” campaign poster,

bathed in a warm sunlit glow, reflected Reagan's reelection theme
that it was “Morning in America.” The same motif spanned his
television ads. As the narrator of one award-winning commercial
intoned, “It's morning again in America, and under the leadership
of President Reagan, our country is prouder and stronger and bet-
ter. Why would we ever want to return to where we were less than
four short years ago?”

Given the president’s large lead in the polls, challenger Walter
Mondale knew that “the only thing that was going o give me a
chance was a feeling that he was losing the full mastery of the pres-
idency.” The Democrats began raising concerns about Reeagan's age;
at seventy-three, he was older than any previous chief execunve.
They charged that he was out of touch with his own administration
as well as with the national zeitgeist. As primary season got under
way, Reagan himself brought up the matter in a talk to the Natonal
Alliance of Senior Citizens."Never judge a president by his age but
by his work,” he said, citing Thomas Jefferson. “Ever since he told
me that, | haven’t worried. . . _Just to show you how youthful [ am,
| intend to campaign in all chirteen states.”

The age issue came to the fore in Louisville, Kentucky, during
R.eagan and Mondale’s first debate, in which the president appeared
tred and unfocused. Although his aides worried that his rambling
performance would cost him votes, Rieagan later explained that he
had been “overcoached™ and had stuffed himself with too many facts
and statistics. So, in preparation for the second debate, the president
pushed aside his briefing books, and his staff decided the best
course was simply to “ler Reagan be Reagan.” When the candi-
dates met again, in Kansas City, a sharp Reagan rebounded and
wisely tackled the question head-on. T will not make age an issue
of this campaign,” he declared. “I'm not going to exploirt for po-
litical purposes my opponent’s youth and inexperience.” Even as
he laughed at the line along with everyone else, Mondale realized
then that his campaign was over and the election lost.

Reagan-Bush "84, poster, 1984, Ronald Reagan and George Bush stood for
American values, evidenced in this campaign poster by the circle of smiling fami-
lies that supported their extended stay in Washington.

There He Goes Again, drawing by Pat (liphant, c. 1984. Despite being the oldest
president is LS. history, Renald Reagan was able to leap over the compelilion,
riding high off a successful economy and national pride,



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Cuadragésimo presidente de los Estados Unidos de
América. Reagan naci6é el 6 de febrero de 1911 en
Tampico, lllinois. Estudié economia y sociologia. Poco
después de graduarse, se convirtid en un relator de
deportes en radio. Una prueba de camara en 1937
hizo que obtuviese un contrato en Hollywood. En las
dos décadas que siguieron aparecio en un total de 53
peliculas.

Ronald Re 13311 1981 Y880

Como presidente del Gremio de Actores, se involucré
en las disputas sobre el polémico tema del comunismo en la industria del cine. En esa época su
perspectiva politica dio un vuelco de liberal a conservador. Recorrié el pais como un
presentador de television, por lo que se convirtié en vocero del conservadurismo. En 1966 fue
elegido Gobernador de California por un margen de 1 millbn de votos. Fue reelecto para el
puesto en 1970.

En 1980 fue nominado para la presidencia por parte del Partido Republicano, y eligi6 como
candidato a la vicepresidencia al ex-congresista de Texas y Embajador en las Naciones Unidas,
George Bush. La preocupacion de los votantes por la inflacién y por el largo confinamiento de 1
ano de los estadounidenses en Iran, impulsé la victoria de los republicanos.

El 20 de enero de 1981, Reagan asumi6 el cargo de presidente. Sélo 69 dias después fue
victima de un intento de homicidio, pero se recuperd rapidamente y volvié a sus tareas. Su
gracia e ingenio durante el incidente causaron que su popularidad despegase.

Lidiando con destreza con el Congreso, logré que ciertas leyes fueran aprobadas para estimular
la economia, controlar la inflacion, aumentar el empleo y reforzar las defensas nacionales.

En asuntos de politica exterior, Reagan se propuso lograr "la paz mediante la fuerza". A lo largo
de sus dos periodos, incrementdé el gasto en defensa en un 35%, pero buscé mejorar las
relaciones con la Unidon Soviética. Reagan le declaré la guerra al terrorismo internacional,
bombardeando Libia como represalias a un ataque a soldados estadounidenses en un club
nocturno de Berlin Occidental. Dio apoyo a grupos anti-comunistas en América Latina, Africa y
Asia.

Ronald Reagan muri6 el 5 de junio de 2004 en Bell-Air, California.
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