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1976

Jimmy Carter (Democrat) v.
Gerald Ford (Republican)

“I couldn’t quite understand what Governor
Carter meant in Playboy magazine—I
couldn’t understand, frankly, why he was IN
Playboy magazine—but he was, and we’ll
give him the bunny vote.”

—Sen. Robert Dole, during the vice-presidential debate

in Houston
Electoral Votes Popular Votes
Carter 297 Carter 40,830,763
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* Ronald Reagan was not on the ballot but won one electoral vote.

hen Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford mert face-to-face

g R ) in Philadelphia to wrangle over domestic policy issues,

it was the first presidental debate since John E Kennedy

and Richard MNixon had battled behind matching lecterns sixteen

years earlier. Ford, badly trailing in the race, was desperate to de-

bate, and the candidates agreed to meet in San Francisco and

Williamsburg, Virginia, as well. Their initial encounter ended on a

bizarre note. Just as Carter was saying there was “a breakdown in

trust among our people,” a transformer blew out, cutting the audio

feed. For twenty-seven long minutes, the two candidates stood stock

still behind their podiums, unsure what to do, until technicians were
able to restore the sound.

At the second debate, which covered foreign policy and de-
fense, Ford dropped a bombshell. After Max Frankel of the New
York Times asked about American relations with Russia, the presi-
dent declared: “There is no Soviet dominaton of Eastern Europe
and there never will be under a Ford admimistradon.” That was news
to everyone, especially those who lived behind the iron curtain and
were sick of hearing nyet. Frankel was visibly raken aback, and
Carter, smirking, chose to let the president compound the error
rather than go in for the kill. Several days passed before Ford con-
ceded that he had misspoken.

Meanwhile, an inaugural vice-presidential debate was held, pit-
tng R.obert Dole against Carters running mate, Sen. Walter Mon-
dale of Minnesota. Minutes before the debate began, the Kansan
quipped,”Well, | assume the audience will be smaller, but [as] I said
before, [ think we can put them to sleep quicker than the presi-
dential candidates did.” Butr Dole’s off-topic description of World

War II as a Democratic war—in response to a question about Ford’s
pardon of former president Fuichard Nixon—hure his cause more
than his humor helped.

The last presidential debate was a free—for-all. Carter, knowing he
would be asked about his recendy released Playboy interview, came
prepared to address the evening’s hottest topic.“The Playboy thing has
been of great—of very great concern to me,” he acknowledged. “If [
should ever decide in the future to discuss my deep Christian beliefs
and condemnation and sinfulness, I'll use another forum besides Play-
boy!" In Carter’s view, the debates served him well overall, allowing
him to present himself as a caring leader with a new vision for Amer-
ica, just as it says on the campaign poster shown here.

Delegates wearing smile masks, photograph, 1976, Carter's famous wide smile
became the inspiration for kitschy convention collectibles.

Jimmy CARTER
Walter MONDALE

Leaders, for 8 Change, poster, 1976, As this poster suggests, American woters pre-
ferred Carter because he was free of the animosity and comuption that had
plagued Washington since the Watergate scandal.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Trigésimo noveno presidente de los Estados Unidos
de América. James Earl Carter Jr. naciéo el 1ro de
octubre de 1924 en Plains, Georgia. Su dedicacion al
cultivo del mani, junto a la platica politica y su
devocion por la fe bautista constituyd la base de su
educacion.

Luego de siete afos de servicio como oficial naval,
Carter regresd a Plains. En 1962 ingres6 a la politica
estatal y ocho afios mas tarde resultd electo
gobernador de Georgia. Entre los nuevos jovenes gobernadores, atrajo la atencion por su
énfasis en los temas ecoldgicos, eficiencia en la accién de gobierno y superacion de las barreras
raciales.

Carter anuncié su candidatura a presidente en diciembre de 1974, comenzando una campafa
de dos afos que gradualmente gand impulso. En la convencion demdcrata, fue nominado sobre
la primera votacion. Carter realizé una dura campafa electoral contra el presidente Gerald
Ford, con el que se cruzé en debate publico en tres oportunidades. Carter gané por 297
electores contra 241 de Gerald Ford.

Trabajé duramente para combatir los continuos avatares econdémicos de la inflacion y el
desempleo. Debido a los recortes de energia estableci6 una politica nacional energética
liberalizando los precios internos del petréleo Con el fin de estimular la produccion. Clamé por
la mejora del ambiente expandiendo el sistema de parques nacionales lo cual incluyé la
proteccion de 103 millones de acres de tierras de Alaska.

En politica exterior, Carter imprimi6é su propio sello. Su lucha por los derechos humanos fue
friamente recibida por la Unién Soviética y otras naciones. En el Medio Oriente, a través del
acuerdo de Camp David de 1978 ayudd a recuperar la paz entre Egipto e Israel. Obtuvo éxitos
en la ratificacion del Tratado del Canal de Panama. Erigiéndose por sobre el trabajo de sus
predecesores, establecié relaciones diplométicas plenas con la Republica China y completo la
negociaciéon del Tratado SALT Il para evitar la proliferacion de armamento nuclear en la Unién
Soviética.

Sin embargo, hubo varios contratiempos. La invasion soviética en Afganistan provoco la
suspension de la agenda para ratificar el pacto del SALT Il. El atague con toma de rehenes de
la embajada de Estados Unidos en Iran domind la opinidn publica durante los udltimos catorce
meses de la administracion. Las consecuencias de la toma de rehenes americanos, junto con la
persistente inflacién interna, contribuirian a la derrota de Carter en 1980. AUun asi, Carter
continuaria las dificultosas negociaciones para liberar a los americanos cautivos. Iran
finalmente liber6 a los 52 rehenes el mismo dia en que Carter dejo su cargo.
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Presidentes de los Estados Unidos de América

Centro de Recursos Informativos (CRI) - Centro Eleanor Roosevelt & Centro Lincoln - Oficina de Prensa y Cultura - Seccion de Intereses de los EEUU en la Habana,
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