


1964

Lyndon B. Johnson (Democrat) v.

Barry Goldwater (Republican)

“Some men are born to campaign.
paig
‘ Lyndon was.”

—Lady Bird Johnson

Electoral Votes
Johnson 486
Goldwater 52 )

Popular Votes
Johnson 43,129,566
Goldwater 27,178, o

1963, not only interrupted the race for the White House but

also presented an unexpected opportunity for his successor,
Lyndon B. Johnson. Despite a popular movement urging Johnson to
name as his running mate the late president’s brother Fobert
Kennedy, then attorney general, he instead announced that no one
from his cabinet would be considered for the post. At the Demo-
cratic national conventon, held in Atanec City in late August, John-
son announced his selecion: Minnesota senator Hubert Humphrey.
Amid their own fractious convention, the Republicans settled on
conservative senator Barry Goldwater as their party’s presidential
candidate.

Johnson initally held back from campaigning but nonetheless
frustrated Goldwater with well-timed legislation and public ap-
pearances. In late Ocrober, he launched a forry-two-day blitz that
covered more than 60,000 miles. Wading into crowds at a moment’s
notce, pressing the flesh until his hand was swollen, telling stories
and cracking jokes, Johnson recalled Franklin Roosevelt’s prowess at
connecting with everyday citizens.

But by no means did everyone love the president. There were
questions about his involvement in shady business deals and a gen-
eral sense that Johnson loved arm-twisting a bit too much. Sull, the
Democrats launched a brilliant campaign that put Goldwater on
the defensive. Remarks and positions that made him seem far out-
side the mainstream, such as his eagerness to more aggressively en-
gage the Soviet Union, led o a number of memorable ads, among
them the so-called Peace Lirde Girl (Daisy) spot, which ran only
once, on Seprember 7.In it, a little girl is shown plucking petals off
a flower, counting them as she goes. As she finishes and looks up, a
male voice begins a countdown and the camera zooms in to black-
ness. Suddenly, a mushroom cloud explodes, and Johnson’s voice
intones: “These are the stakes: to make a world in which all God’s
children can live,” a blatant reference to Goldwater's saber rauling.

President John E Kennedy's assassination on November 22,

President Johnson at Sickbed, drawing by Gib Crockett, 1964. From this scene,
it's clear that Goldwater's conservative values did not allow for the public welfare

services Johnson provided,
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Kenredy Retirement Fund, brochure, ¢. 1963, This sarcastic Republican fund-
raising plea uses the rocking chair (JFK's preferred seat) to criticize spending and
stagnation under the Democrats,

The attacks on Goldwater paid off Johnson won forty-four
states plus the newly enfranchised District of Columbia. Goldwater
succeeded in winning his home state (though by less than 1 percent)
plus five more states in the Deep South, signaling the fracture of
that once solidly Democratic region.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Trigésimo sexto presidente de los Estados Unidos.
Johnson naci6 el 27 de agosto de 1908 en Texas. En
su juventud, sintié la punzada de la pobreza rural y
trabajo para poder asistir al Colegio Estatal de
Maestros en el sudoeste de Texas. Al ensefiarles a los
hijos de descendientes mejicanos, aprendié a tener
compasion por la pobreza de otros

En 1937 compitié exitosamente en la campafa para
una banca en la Casa de Representantes, con una

plataforma basada en el “New Deal”.

Durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial, sirvié durante poco tiempo en la Marina como teniente
comandante, lo que le valié la estrella plateada en el Pacifico del Sur. Luego de 6 periodos
consecutivos en la Casa de Representantes, Johnson fue electo para el Senado en 1948. En
1953, se convirti6 en el "Lider Minoritario” mas joven en la historia del Senado y al afo
siguiente, se convirtid en el "Lider Mayoritario” mas joven.

En la campafia de 1960 Johnson fue elegido Vicepresidente junto a Kennedy. El 22 de
noviembre de 1963, el Presidente Kennedy fue asesinado, lo que dejé a Johnson al mando de
la nacion.

En primer lugar, logr6 que se aprobasen las medidas que el Presidente Kennedy estaba
impulsando en el momento de su muerte tales como: una nueva ley de derechos civiles y un
recorte impositivo. Luego insté a la nacidon a construir una "gran sociedad, un lugar donde el
significado de la vida del hombre iguale las maravillas de su obra". En 1964, Johnson gand la
presidencia con el 61% de los votos y obtuvo el margen de votos populares mas amplio de
toda la historia, mas de 15 millones de votos.

Durante la administracién Johnson, Estados Unidos logré espectaculares exploraciones del
espacio en el marco de un programa que el Presidente habia defendido desde su principio.

Sin embargo, dos importantes crisis habian estado creciendo desde 1965. El comienzo de
nuevos programas contra la pobreza y la discriminacion no aplacaron el descontento en los
"guetos" de los ciudadanos negros. El Presidente Johnson ejercié firmemente su influencia
contra la segregacion y en favor de la ley y el orden, pero no hubo ninguna solucién a corto
plazo. La otra crisis surgié desde Vietnam.

Cuando dejé6 la Casa Blanca, las negociaciones para la paz habian comenzado, pero el no vivié
para verlas triunfar. Un ataque cardiaco lo sorprendié en su rancho en Texas el 22 de enero de
1973.
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