KENNEDY

FOR PRESIDENT

LEADERSHIP FOR THE 60's



1960

John E Kennedy (Democrat)
v. Richard M. Nixon (Republican)

“It was TV more than anything
else that turned the tide.”

—President-elect John F Kennedy
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he easy smile and youthful vigor of the man on this red,
I white, and blue poster exude warmth and confidence That
strong demeanor went a long way toward making a moot
point of the worry held by many voters early on—that the forty-
three-year-old Democratic candidate’s Catholic upbringing would
be a major strike against him with middle-American Protestant vot-
ers. When asked if he would be more loyal to the pope than the
Constitution, John E Kennedy countered simply: “I do not speak
for my church on public martters, and the church does not speak for
me."” It seemed like nothing could rattle chis young Bostonian; he
had a wealthy, well-connected father and a stellar resume, and he
was a World War II hero to boot.

Against him stood Fiepublican candidate and the sitting vice
president Richard Nixon, a man who was raised in a working-class
family in California, had a bad hairline, and sported a five-o'clock
shadow that made him look sinister. And yet Nixon was a man with
a proven record. His campaign catchword was
experience, for by the tme of this presidential run
the forty-seven-year-old had served in both the
House and the Senate en route to becoming
Dwight Eisenhower’s veep. Furthermore, he
promised vorers a contnuation of the peace and
prosperity that had characterized the current
administranon.

Mixon was clearly the more mature candi-
date, but he didn't have his finger on the pulse
of the times the way Kennedy did. While
MNixon urelessly stumped across the nation,
Kennedy targeted the states with the most elec-
toral votes and hammered home the need for
“Leadership for the 60%5," offering visionary ap-
proaches to the Sovier threar, the space race, and
civil righes.

It was a series of televised presidential debates—the first to air
on the still-emerging medium—that helped seal the deal for
Kennedy. In the first broadcast, on Seprember 26, 1960, an audience
of seventy million watched as a defensive Nixon nervously mopped
his sweaty brow under the studio lights. Meanwhile, Kennedy, who
wisely had chosen to wear makeup, coolly connected with vorers
siting in living rooms across the nation. Nixon’s old-school cam-
paign tactics and propensity to perspire cost him one of the closest
races in ULS. history. And Kennedy’s political strategy, which skillfully
exploited opinion polls and the camera, forever changed the land-
scape of the presidential campaign.

“Ask not what the government will do for you—I'm telling you now!™ drawing by
Gib Crockett. This Washington Star editorial cartoon pokes fun at John F.
Kennedy's body language.

Three views of Robert Kennedy, photographs, 1960, Robert Kennedy, who served
@s his brother's cempaign manager, is shown speaking before 2 backdrop of JFK
posters.




Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Trigésimo quinto presidente de los Estados Unidos
de América. De descendencia irlandesa, nacié en
Brookline, Massachussets, el 29 de mayo de 1917. Se
gradud de Harvard y luego ingresé a la Armada.

De regreso de la guerra se convirti6 en congresista
demdcrata por el area de Boston, alcanzando el
Senado en 1953. Se cas6 con Jacqueline Bouvier el 12
de septiembre de 1953. En 1955, mientras se
recuperaba de una operacion, escribié "Perfiles en
Coraje”, con el cual obtuvo el Premio Pulitzer en Historia.

En 1956 Kennedy estuvo a punto de obtener la nominacibn demadcrata para vicepresidente y
cuatro afios mas tarde fue nominado para presidente. Millones de televidentes siguieron por TV
los debates con el candidato republicano Richard Nixon. Ganando la eleccién por un estrecho
margen de votos, Kennedy se convirtié en el primer presidente americano catélico romano.

En su discurso inaugural incluyé su memorable expresion: "No preguntes lo que el pais puede
hacer para ti, preguntate lo que tu puedes hacer para tu pais".

En respuesta a demandas aun mas urgentes, desplegd una accion vigorosa por la igualdad de
derechos, convocando a una legislacion por los nuevos derechos civiles. Su vision de América
amplio la cultura nacional y el rol central de las artes en una sociedad vital.

Poco después de su ascension, Kennedy permiti6 a grupos cubanos exiliados, armados y
entrenados, invadir su tierra. El intento de derrocamiento del régimen de Fidel Castro fue un
fracaso. Inmediatamente de ese suceso la Union Soviética reanudd su campafa contra Berlin
Occidental. Kennedy respondié reforzando las guarniciones de Berlin e incrementando la
capacidad militar de la nacién, incluyendo ademas nuevos logros en el espacio exterior.

Los meses posteriores a la crisis de Cuba mostraron un significativo progreso hacia su anhelo
de "un mundo de ley vy libre eleccién, que destierre al mundo de la guerra y la coercién". Su
administracién, de este modo, se vio como el comienzo de una nueva esperanza para la
igualdad de derechos en América y para la paz del mundo.

El 23 de noviembre de 1963, cuando apenas habian transcurrido sus primeros mil dias de
gobierno, John Fitzgerald Kennedy fue asesinado por las balas de un asesino que lo atacé
mientras participaba de una caravana oficial en Dallas, Texas. Kennedy fue el presidente electo
mas joven y el mas joven al morir.
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