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Herbert Hoover (Republican) v.
Al Smith (Democrat)

“The slogan of progress is changing from the
full dinner pail to the full garage.”

— Herbert Hoover

Electoral Votes Popular Votes

. Hoover 444 Ilocl-.-er 21, 391 993
Smith 87 Smith 15 Dlﬁ 169

he Hoover campaign used a variety of slogans in 1928, in-
I cluding “Vorte for Prosperity” and “"Who but Hoover?" Ad-
vertisements sponsored by the Republican National
Commirttee played on this sentiment, promising Americans “a
chicken in every pot and a car in every garage " Although Hoover's
campaign never used the “chicken in every pot” pledge, the ad’s
message became associated with him. And it was exactly the mes-
sage American voters wanted to hear.

There was plenty more for the American people o like and
admire in Hoover. Before his run for president, the Stanford Uni-
versity graduate had been known as a brilliant geologist and great
humanitarian. His résumé boasted experience as 2 mining engineer
in Australia and China and involvement in aid work during the grear
Mississippi river flood of 1927. He also contributed to World War [
relief work, a role evoked by another Hoover campaign slogan,“Lest
We Forger." He was more than prepared for the task of heading up
a laissez-faire administration that could usher America into the
1930s and an era of continued prosperiry. Plus, because he was a
self-made millionaire, the American people felt they could tust him
to manage the swollen economy. In short, vorers idolized him.

The odds also worked in Hoovers favor—his opponent was,
to say the least, unpopular. New York governor and practicing
Catholic Alfred E. Smith didn’t match the image of the man Amer-
icans wanted in the White House. Indeed, Catholicism in the
United States was surrounded by rumor and suspicion, and voters
were more comfortable with the idea of a Protestant for president.
Famous Evangelical minister Billy Sunday denounced Smith’s sup-
porters as “damnable whiskey politicians, boodeggers, crooks, pimps,
businessmen and streecwalkers.”

Times were good and businesses everywhere were thriving. In
his speech accepting the Republican presidential nomination,
Hoover told voters that America was “nearer to the final triumph
over poverty than ever before in the history of any land™” That
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The Wise Old Bird Says "Hoo, Hoo, Hoo-Hoo-ver, ' cover of sheet music published
by T. J. Honaker, 1928, The wisest choice on the 1928 presidential ballot evi-
dently was Herbert Hoover, who promoted business interests,

Hoover campaigning, glass negative, 1929, Hoover was popular on the campaign
trail, and his exploits dominated the press, helping him to victory,

message clearly resonated with the electorate. Hoover remained
wildly popular throughout the campaign and won by a landslide:
444 elecroral votes to Smith's 87,



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Trigésimo primer presidente de los Estados Unidos
de América. Nacié en una villa de lowa en 1874 y
crecié en Oregon. Ingreso a la Universidad de Stanford
en los comienzos de 1891, graduandose como
ingeniero de minas.

Contrajo matrimonio con su novia de Stanford, Lou
Henry. Juntos fueron a China, donde él trabajoé para
una corporacién privada como ingeniero principal. En
junio de 1900 la Rebelion Boxer sorprendid a los
Hoover en Tientsin. Durante un mes, aproximadamente, el enclave industrial estuvo bajo el
fuego pesado. Mientras su esposa trabajaba en los hospitales, Hoover dirigia la construcciéon de
barricadas, arriesgando alguna vez su vida mientras rescataba nifios chinos.

Una semana antes que Hoover habia celebrado su cumpleafios 40° en Londres, Alemania le
declar6 la guerra a Francia, y el Cénsul general americano le solicité su ayuda para rescatar
turistas atrapados en el conflicto bélico. En seis semanas su comité ayudo a 120,000
americanos a regresar a los Estados Unidos. Luego Hoover se aboc6 a una tarea mucho mas
dificultosa, dar sustento alimenticio a Bélgica, luego de haber sido ésta invadida por el Ejército
Aleman.

Luego de que los Estados Unidos ingresara a la guerra, el Presidente Wilson designé a Hoover a
cargo de la Administracion de Alimentos. Fue una labor exitosa en lo que respecta al suministro
de ultramar de alimentos basicos, evitando el racionamiento impuesto y manteniendo a los
aliados alimentados.

Después del armisticio, Hoover, miembro del Supremo Consejo Econémico y responsable de la
Administracion de Ayuda Americana, organiz6 embarques de alimentos para asistir a los
millones de hambrientos en Europa Central. Extendié la ayuda a la poblaciéon victima de la
hambruna en la Rusia soviética en 1921. "jVeinte millones de personas estan muriendo de
hambre. Cualquiera sea su politica, ellos deberan alimentarse".
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