“] am willing, no matter what my personal fortunes
may be, to play for the verdict of mankind.”
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1916

Woodrow Wilson (Democrat) v.
Charles Evans Hughes
(Republican)

“You Are Working—Not Fighting!
Alive and Happy—Not Cannon Fodder!
Wilson and Peace with Honor?

Or Hughes with Roosevelt and War?”

—Democratic Party campaign ad, November 1916

Electoral Votes Popular Votes
wilson 277 Wilson 9,126,300
Hughes 254 Hughes 8,546,789

chiefly with foreign affairs,” Woodrow Wilson declared to a

friend just before his 1913 inauguration. Unfortunately for Wil-
son (and the rest of the world), Fate seemed to be in a tragically
ironic mood, for it quickly presented the international-affairs neo-
phyte with crises in both Mexico and the Caribbean, not to men-
tion the outbreak, in August 1914, of a costly global conflict that
came to be known as the “Great War" Though Wilson and Congress
quickly declared ULS. neutrality, by the time the Democratic Party
held its convention, in June 1916, the question of whether the
Unired States would be swepr into the war was a pressing national
issue. The issue also provided assembled Democratic delegates with
their central campaign theme and the parry its campaign slogan,
After renominating the incumbent on the first ballot, the proudly

It would be the irony of fate if my administration had to deal

pacific Democrats-coined “He kept us out of war” as their politcal
batte cry. “This policy . . . may not satisfy . . . the fire-eater or the
swashbuckler,” declared a speaker at the convention. “Bur it does
satisfy the mothers of the land, at whose hearth and fireside no jin-
goistic war has placed an empry chair”

Wilson faced the cautiously progressive and timidly antiwar
Charles Evans Hughes, the candidate of a reunited and reinvigo-
rated F.epublican Parcy—to which Teddy R.oosevelt had reluctanty
returned after his failed presidential run of 1912, Supporting Hughes
with a notable lack of enthusiasm, Roosevelt was one among a
growing minority of Americans who bridled ar Germany's war tac-
tics, particularly its aggressive submarine warfare, and favored mili-
tary intervention by the Unired States.

Roosevelts outspokenness and Hughes's evasiveness on the
question of ULS. involvement cast the Republicans as the war parry.

Watch Your Step, drawing by William A. Rogers, -1914(7). Uncle Sam's—
and Wilsons—policy of strict neutrality is weakening as he faces a minefield of
bayonets from Eurape.
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WILSON HAS A
WINNIN WAY
And 2 goshdarmed Vay yWinais

[ S
Wilson Has a Winnin" Way, cover of sheet music published by C. R, Foster Co.,

1916. The donkey dorninates in this campaign tune billed as the “Greatest Com-
edy Song Sensation.”

Nevertheless, on Election Day, Hughes seemed poised to win—and
was in fact proclaimed president-elect by several newspapers. [t was
only after results from western states had been counted that Wilson
emerged the victor. He subsequently continued his attempts to
maintain ULS. neurralicy and negodate a peace between the warring
nations. Nevertheless, five months after the election, in response to
Germany’s return to unrestricted submarine warfare (from which
not even neutral vessels were safe from artack), the United States
entered World War L.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Vigésimo octavo presidente de los Estados Unidos
de América. Nacié en Virginia en 1856, hijo de un
ministro presbiteriano que durante la Guerra Civil fue
pastor en Augusta, Georgia y durante Ila
Reconstrucciéon cumplié los roles de profesor en la
abrasada ciudad de Columbia en Carolina del Sur.

Luego de su graduacion en Princeton y de la
Universidad de Derecho de Virginia, Wilson logré su
doctorado en la Universidad Johns Hopkins y se dedicé
a su carrera académica. Wilson progres6 de manera acelerada como un joven profesor
conservador de ciencia politica lo cual lo llevé al puesto de presidente de Pinceton en 1902.

Su creciente reputacion nacional, llevé a algunos democratas conservadores a considerarlo
como un candidato postulable para la presidencia. Fue postulado para la presidencia en la
Convencién Demdécrata de 1912 y llevé adelante la campafia de su programa denominado
Nueva Libertad, que hacia hincapié el individualismo y los derechos de los Estados.

Wilson introdujo en el Congreso tres proyectos legislativos de gran envergadura. El primero de
ellos fue el Acta Underwood que proveia una rebaja en las tazas proteccionistas. El pasaje del
Acta de la Reserva Federal dotaba al pais con el abastecimiento mas elastico de dinero que
tanto necesitaba. En 1914, la legislacion antitrust establecié una Comision Federal de Comercio
para prohibir practicas de negocios deshonestas.

En 1916 tuvo lugar otro incremento en la actividad legislativa. Una ley prohibia el trabajo
infantil y otra reducia la jornada laboral de los ferroviarios a 8 horas diarias. Pero luego de la
eleccién, Wilson llegdé a la conclusion de que Estados Unidos no podria mantenerse neutral en la
Gran Guerra. El 2 de abril de 1917, solicité al Congreso la declaracion de guerra a Alemania.

Pero la eleccibn de 1918 habia cambiado el balance en el Congreso en favor de los
Republicanos. Por 7 votos, el Tratado de Versailles no fue aprobado en el Senado.

El Presidente, contra los consejos de sus doctores, hizo una gira nacional con el intento de
movilizar de sentir popular por el Tratado. Exhausto, sufrié un infarto que casi le cuesta la
vida. Al cuidado de su segunda esposa, Edith Bolling Galt, vivié hasta el afio 1924.
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