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1904

Theodore Roosevelt (Republican)
v. Alton B. Parker (Democrat) v.
Eugene V. Debs (Socialist)

“I told William McKinley it was a mistake
to nominate that wild man at Philadelphia. I
asked him if he realized what would happen

if he should die. Now look, that damned
cowboy is President of the United States.”

—Sen. Mark Hanna (R—Ohis), about Theodore Roosevelt
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hen it came to party platforms, the Democrats and Ree-

i R j publicans differed litde in 1904, Their only major di-

vergence was on the question of federal support for

private shipping firms, hardly an issue on which to build a com-

pelling campaign. (For those keeping score: Reepublicans favored

government assistance; Demaocrats were opposed.) Instead, whart dis-

tinguished the rwo parties was the image projected by their chosen
presidential candidates.

With the assassination of William McKinley, in 1901, Theodore
R.oosevelr had become the youngest U.S. president, at the age of
forty-two. Before his “accidental” rise to the top office, Roosevelt
had been vice president, governor of New York, and assistant secre-
tary of the navy. He resigned from this last role to lead the Rough
Ruders, as the First United States Volunteer Cavalry was known and
whose achievements at San Juan Hill in Cuba during the Spanish-
American War have since become part of national lore. Although
R.oosevelt disliked the nickname “Teddy,” which he'd earned as a
war hero, the moniker stuck. It was also applied to one of the most
beloved children’s toys of all dme, the teddy bear, named for Roo-
sevelt after a 1902 hunting incident invelving a black bear. Achlete,
naturalist, and scholar, R oosevelt exuded a youthfulness that comes
through in this campaign poster featuring him and his vice presi-
dent, Charles W. Fairbanks. If elected, Roosevelt promised a “square
deal” that would enforce antitrust laws, support labor unions, and
conserve the country’s natural resources,

For the Democrats, Alton B. Parker emerged from a divided
convention; his party had rwice nominated the colorful “Great
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Campaign Number, photomechanical print by Frank. A. Nankiveel, 1904, Colum-
bia, the feminine representation of America, is shown being wooed by the 1904
presidential candidates,

Commoner” William Jennings Bryan, in 18%6 and 1900 (and Bryan
would run a third campaign, in 1908). Parker won the tcker in 1904
and chose former U.S. senator Henry G. Davis of West Virginia as
his running mate. Parker had been chief judge of the New York
State court of appeals, and the cover of Puck magazine {above) cap-
tures the difference in charisma between Roosevelt the soldier and
Parker the arbitrator.

The alternarive to the two parties was the Socialists, who nom-
inated Eugene V. Debs in the second of his five campaigns. Debs
picked up four times as many votes in 1904 as he had in 1900 but
still Jost badly to Roosevelt, whose win can only be described as a
landslide.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Vigésimo sexto presidente de los Estados Unidos de
Ameérica. Nacio en la ciudad de New York en 1858. Fue
un historiador formado en Harvard y procedia de una
familia acomodada. Fue ademas un polifacético
hombre de accidon. Se cas6 con Alice Lee Roosevelt la
cual fallecié el mismo dia que su madre en 1884. En
una visita a Londres, se casé por segunda vez con
Edith Carow en diciembre 1886. Entr6 en la politica de
la mano del Partido Republicano. Dirigi6 los
preparativos para la guerra contra Espafa de 1898
pero su ideologia nacionalista y su admiraciéon por el heroismo militar le impulsaron a
comprometerse mas directamente, formando un cuerpo de voluntarios con el que desembarcé
y luché en Cuba.

Tras la victoria sobre Espafia, el Partido Republicano aproveché la popularidad de Roosevelt
para presentarle como candidato a gobernador del Estado de Nueva York en aquel mismo afo.
Durante el tiempo que fue gobernador (1898-1901) mostré su peculiar orientacion politica, la
cual era esencialmente conservadora con medidas populistas que le granjearon el apoyo de
parte del electorado progresista. Impulsé la lucha contra la corrupcién y defendié algunas
reivindicaciones salariales.

Para evitar que aspirara directamente a la presidencia, el partido le presenté como candidato a
vicepresidente en las elecciones de 1900, en las que resultd reelegido McKinley. Poco después,
el asesinato de McKinley convirti6 a Roosevelt en presidente (1901) siendo reelegido en 1904,
de manera que fue presidente hasta 1909.

Su buena sintonia con la opinién publica le permitié controlar al Congreso y ejercer una
presidencia enérgica. Luego dejé paso a su Secretario de Estado, Taft, al cual apoy6 en las
elecciones de 1908. Intenté que su partido le volviera a presentar como candidato en las
presidenciales de 1912. Al no conseguirlo se presentdé como independiente y obtuvo mas votos
que Taft pero la division que introdujo en el electorado republicano facilité la victoria del
candidato demoécrata, Woodrow Wilson. Cuando estallé la Primera Guerra Mundial, Roosevelt se
convirtié en uno de los criticos mas duros de la politica de neutralidad del presidente Woodrow-
Wilson, argumentando la necesidad de que Estados Unidos interviniera en apoyo de Gran
Bretafa

Fue el primer presidente en ganar el premio Nébel de la Paz por haber intercedido entre la
guerra de Rusia y Japon.

Falleci6é en 1919 en Oyster Bay, New York.
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