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Grover Cleveland (Democrat) v.

James G. Blaine (Republican)

“Party contests have never before
reached so low a depth of degradation

in this . . . country.”
—The Matdon
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ollowing the assassination of James Garfield by a deranged

would-be civil servant, both political parties set our on the

path to reform. Because President Chester Arthur, Garfield’s
successor, was identified with the traditionalist Stalwart wing of the
Feepublican Party, in 1884 the Republicans turned to a new candi-
date: James G. Blaine of Maine. Blaine was wildly popular with a
large segment of the party, but not with the most determined of re-
formers. A cloud had hung over him since his previous bid for the
White House in 1876, when letters materialized documenting his
questionable relationships with railroad interests. {(In one commu-
nication, Blaine urged the recipient to “burn this letter.™)

Blaines nomination led reform-minded Republicans to
break party lines and support the Democrat instead. That man
was forty-seven-year-old Grover Cleveland, governor of New York.
One of that city’s newspapers offered four reasons for endorsing
Cleveland: “1. He is an honest man. 2. He is an honest man. 3. He is
an honest man. 4. He is an honest man " That honesty was soon put
to the test. On July 21, a Buffalo newspaper published what it called
“A Terrible Tale: A Diark Chapter in a Public Man’ History The ar-
ticle claimed that, as a young man, Cleveland had wken up with a
thirty-six-year-old widow, fathered a son, and continued to support
them financially. Cleveland confirmed the story; when his campaign
staff asked how they should handle the affair, he said, “Above all, tell
the wruth”

Thus began one of the dirtiest campaigns in American history.
With both parties agreeing on the need for reform and the coun-
try at peace, the issue of characrer dominated. The New York Sun
described Cleveland as a “coarse debauchee who would bring his
harlots with him to Washington.” Among Cleveland’s defenders was
Mark Twain, who retaliated in kind, saying that he found Blaine’s
lying about his record so offensive that“I don't seem able to lie with
any heart, lately”

Blaine seemed to be in the lead until October 29. On thac day
he awended a meeting of Protestant ministers, one of whom de-
clared, *“"We are Republicans and don't propose to leave our parry
and identify ourselves with the party whose antecedents have been
rum, Romanism, and rebellion.” R.omanism was a thinly veiled ref-
erence to Catholics, and Blaine's strong support among New York's
Irish Catholic voters began to waver when he was slow to disavow
the remark. It didn't help that, the very same evening, Blaine at-
tended a dinner at the ciry’s fanciest restaurant, Delmonico’s, with
Jay Gould, John Jacob Astor, and other plutocrats. In a shaky econ-
omy, such excess came off as insensitive.

The elecdon was a squeaker—Cleveland won MNew York by
fewer than 1,200 votes Victory was sweet. In taunting Cleveland dur-
ing the campaign over his scandalous past, Reepublicans had chanted:
“Ma! Ma! Where's my Pa?" Now, after winning, Democrats chanted
in reply: “Gone to the White House. Ha! Ha! Ha!"”
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The Banner That Boosted Blaine, chromelithograph, 1884, In a rare political
move, James G. Blaine won the presidential nomination over incumbent presi-
dent Chester A. Arthur. This poster shows the victory banner carried by the
Kansas delegation.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Vigésimo segundo y cuarto presidente de los
Estados Unidos de América. ElI primer demdodcrata
elegido después de la guerra civil, Grover Cleveland ha
sido el unico Presidente que sale de la Casa Blanca y
retorna para un segundo término cuatro afios mas
adelante. Uno de nueve hijos de un ministro
presbiteriano, Cleveland naci6é en New Jersey en 1837.
I P Fue educado en Nueva York. Como abogado en
| GIOVETRBIEVEIAT 1555 1559 L Buffalo, se hizo notable por su trabajo. A los 44, lleg6

a la Casa Blanca. Corriendo como reformista, lo
eligieron Alcalde de Buffalo en 1881, y mas tarde, Gobernador de Nueva York.

Cleveland gand la Presidencia con la ayuda combinada de los demdécratas y de los republicanos
reformistas, "Mugwumps" a quiénes no les gustaba el expediente de su oponente James G.
Blaine de Maine. En junio de 1886 Cleveland se casd con Frances Folsom siendo el Unico
Presidente que se ha casado en la Casa Blanca.

Cleveland persiguié vigorosamente una politica libre de favores especiales a cualquier grupo
economico. Al vetar un proyecto de ley que otorgaba $10,000 para distribuir semillas de grano
entre granjeros afectados por la sequia en Texas, él escribi6: "la ayuda federal en tales casos
anima la expectativa del cuidado paternal de parte del gobierno y debilita la fortaleza de
nuestro caracter nacional”. El también veté muchos proyectos de ley para dar pensiones a los
veteranos de la guerra civil.

Encolerizé a los ferrocarriles pidiendo una investigacion de los terrenos occidentales que se
obtuvieron con el permiso del gobierno. Los forzé a devolver 81,000,000 acres. También firmé
el Acta del Comercio Interestatal, la primera ley que procuraba la regulacion federal de los
ferrocarriles. En diciembre de 1887, él le pidié al Congreso, reducir las altas tarifas protectoras.
Cleveland fue derrotado en 1888; aunque él gané una mayoria popular mas amplia que la del
candidato republicano Benjamin Harrison, él recibié menos votos electorales.

Elegido otra vez en 1892, Cleveland hizo frente a una depresion aguda. El se ocupé
directamente de la crisis del tesoro en vez de bregar con las fallas de los negocios, cierres de
hipotecas de granjas y el desempleo. Obtuvo la derogacion de la inflacionaria Acta de la
Compra de Plata de Sherman y, con la ayuda de Wall Street, mantuvo la reserva de oro del
tesoro. Cuando los huelguistas del ferrocarril en Chicago violaron una clausula, Cleveland envi6
tropas federales para hacerla cumplir.

El trato de Cleveland hacia los huelguistas del ferrocarril revolvié el orgullo de muchos
americanos. Clevand logré que Gran Bretafia aceptara el arbitraje de una frontera disputada
en Venezuela. Pero sus politicas durante la depresion fueron generalmente impopulares. Su
partido lo abandoné y nominé a William Jennings Bryan en 1896.

Después de salir de la Casa Blanca, Cleveland vivido en el retiro en Princeton, Nueva Jersey.
Murié en 1908.
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