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FARMER GARFIELD
Cutting a Swath to the White House.
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James Abram Garfield (Republi-
can) v. Winfield Scott Hancock
(Democrat)

“Well, if assassination is to play its part in
the campaign, and I must be the sacrifice,
perhaps it is best. I think I am ready.”

—James Garfield

Electoral Votes Popular Votes
Garfield 214 Garfield 4,446,158
Hancock 155 Hancock 4,444,260

THE BIRD TO BET ON:

he political parties in the 1880 elecnion may have offered
I little in the way of policy differences, but the two candi-
dates were a study in contrasts. Reepublican James Abram
Garfield, soll in his fortes, was a nine-term congressman from Chio
newly elected to the Senate—in other words, a lifelong politician,
though one with humble roots. The last elected president born in a
log cabin, Garfield earned the nicknames “Boatman Jim" and “Tow-
path Jim” for his work as a teenager on the Ohio and Erie canals,
which helped support his widowed mother back on the farm. Even
if those working-class days were long behind him by 1880, his sup-
porters were happy to revive the image of a strapping Jim cutting
through the dishonest chaff of his opponents on his way to 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue.

Gen. Winfield Scort Hancock, the Democrats’ choice, was a po-
litical novice, but that hadn't stopped past military heroes from cap-
turing the presidency. Republicans hammered Hancock for his lack
of experience. When he made an ignorant comment on the sensi-
tive issue of tariffs, claiming they should be enacted “for revenue
only” a cartoon portrayed him as asking a fellow Democrat, " Who
15 Tariff, and why 15 he for revenue only?" On a less sophistcared
note, Hancock's last name was shortened by not only detractors,
who saw him more as an ignorant barnyard bird, but also support-
ers, who sought to portray him as a feisty cock of the walk.

Garfield won the election, though the legacy he inherited from
the Republican incumbent, fellow Ohioan Rutherford B. Hayes,
would have repercussions that rippled long after his inauguration—
and fatally so. Nominated as a centrist by the two wings of his
party—the tradition-minded Stalwarts and the reformer Half-
Breeds—Garfield found himself wondering how to handle the civil
service reforms that Hayes had begun. His running mate, Chester
Arthur, was a Stalwart Reepublican, but Garfields impetus was to
continue the good fight against corruption. Even when apprised by
an alarmed supporter of a rumored assassination plot, the president
faced the threat with great equanimicy. His response proved sadly
ironic: less than four months into his term, Garfield fell to an assas-
sin's bullet. It was fired by Charles Guireau, a mentally unstable man
who, despite lacking credentials, was certain he deserved the post of
ambassador to France, When Guiteau was apprehended in the Bal-
timore and Potomac Railroad station, his trivmphant words were:
“l am a Stalwart of the Stalwares. Arthur is president now!”

The Bird to Bet On! lithograph published
by Currier & |ves, 1880, in this cartoon,
the head of former Union general Winfield
Scott Hancock is securely affied to the
body of what might be construed as a
gamecock, a nod perhaps to the candi-
date’s combative spirit as well as a play on
his name.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Vigésimo presidente de los Estados Unidos de
América. Nacié en Cuyahpga Country, Ohio en 1831.
Huérfano de padre a la temprana edad de 2 afios, tuvo
que trabajar para ganarse el dinero para su educacion.
Se gradud en el "Williams College" en Massachusetts
en 1856 y afos mas tarde regresé al "Western
Reserve Eclectic Institute" (posteriormente Hiram
A College) en Ohio, como profesor de literatura clasica.
James A. Garfield issi (NS En un afo se convirti6 en presidente de esta
institucion.

Garfield fue elegido para el Senado de Ohio en 1859 por el Partido Republicano. Durante la
crisis de secesion, apoyo el intento de integracién a los estados separatistas de a la Unién.

A los 31 anos de edad, se convirtié en General de Brigada y dos afios mas tarde en Mayor
General de Voluntarios.

En 1862, los ciudadanos de Ohio lo eligieron para que fuese su representante en el Congreso.
El Presidente Abraham Lincoln lo persuadié para que renunciara a su tarea militar pues era mas
facil encontrar generales que buenos republicanos para el Congreso. Garfield gané
sucesivamente las reelecciones durante 18 afios y se convirtié en el caudillo republicano dentro
de la Casa de Representantes.

En las elecciones presidenciales, obtuvo la victoria sobre el candidato demdocrata, el General
Winfield Scott Hancock por sélo 10,000 votos populares.

Como Presidente, Garfield reforzo la autoridad federal, imponiéndola sobre la Aduana de Nueva
York, fortaleza del Senador Roscoe Conkling, lider de los "Stalwart Republicans" y un lucido
estratega clientelista.

En asuntos de politica exterior, el Secretario de Estado de Garfield invitd a todas las republicas
de América a una conferencia a realizarse en Washington en 1882. Pero ésta nunca tuvo lugar.
El 2 de julio de 1881 en la estacion de tren de Washington, un amargado abogado que habia
solicitado un puesto consular dispard contra el Presidente.

Herido de muerte, Garfield estuvo tendido en la Casa Blanca por semanas. Alexander Graham
Bell, inventor del teléfono, intentd sin éxito encontrar la bala con un detector de metales que
habia inventado. El 6 de septiembre, Garfield fue llevado a la costa de New Jersey. Por unos
dias parecia haberse recuperado, pero el 19 del mismo mes murié por culpa de la infeccién y
de la hemorragia interna.
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