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1372

Ulysses S. Grant (Republican)
v. Horace Greeley (Liberal

R epublican)

“[Campaigning] has been done, so far as I
remember, but by two presidential candidates
heretofore. Both of them were public speakers
and both of them were beaten. I am no public

speaker, and I don’t want to be beaten.”

—President Ulysses S, Grant

Electoral Votes Popular Votes
Grant 286 Grant 3,598,235
Greeley 63* Greeley 2,834,761

“Greeley died before members of the electoral college cast their votes.
His glectoral votes were distributed among the remaining candidates.

uring the 1872 campaign, incumbent president Ulysses
D 5. Grant followed tradition and remained a dignified pres-

ence above the polincking. He did, however, replace his
first-term vice president, Schuyler Colfax, whose career had taken
a terminal nosedive after he became enmeshed in the Crédit Mo-
bilier of America financial scandal. Grant’s new running mare, vet-
eran Massachusetts senator Henry Wilson—a favorite of many
liberal Republicans who didn't care for Grant—had also been
touched by the affair but escaped with his reputation intact. On
their campaign poster, Grant and Wilson are depicted as the ordi-
nary working men they had been, briefly, years before, Calculated
to appeal to the “common™ voter, the poster highlighted the differ-
ence between the Grant—Wilson ticket and the supposedly more
intellecrually elite Liberal Republican opposition, led by outspoken
newspaper editor and longtime political activist Horace Greeley.
Greeley was also endorsed by the Democratic Party, which ran no
candidate of its own.

To Greeley one issue was central: he regarded the Grane ad-
ministration as corrupt. Although there were strong elements of
truth to the charge, the corruption tinted Grant’s advisors and cab-
inet and not the president. The campaign devolved into a verbal and
political-cartoon slugfest, with accusations of dishonesty flying in
Grant's direction, and the president’s supporters deriding Greeley
for his beliefs in vegetarianism and spiritualism. Nor did the battle
stick to partisan lines: both candidates gleaned mixed support from
their respective parties. The Democrats had nominated Greeley de-

spite his uncharismadc and hotheaded image as well as his alienation
of Reepublican and Democratic party members, For his part, Grant
had offended many Americans during his first term, including civil
service reformers, East Coast intellectuals, and Southerners upser by
his Reeconstruction policies, such as supporting freedmen by taking
action against the terrorist activities of the Ku Klux Klan.

Grant and Wilson ultimately succeeded in focusing the public’s
attention on the big issues of civil rights and Reconstruction and
thus sailed to victory, thanks to mainstream Republican support, the
goodwill of veterans, and the backing of African Americans. “The
PFeepublican Party is the ship,” black activist and orator Frederick
Douglass said,"and all else the sea”
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Grant Us Another Term, cover of sheet music published by C. H. Ditson, ¢. 1872,
Grant's punable name lends itself to a reelection song in his honor.

GRANT AND WILSON

FOR ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AHD WICE PRESIDENT,

Republican Ticket, 1872, Presidential electors as well a5 Republican candidates
for Congress and state offices appear on this slate of Massachusetts candidates.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Decimoctavo presidente de los Estados Unidos.
Ulises S. Grant, nacié el 27 de abril de 1822 en
Pleasant Point. El padre del futuro general era un
curtidor, propietario de una pequefia finca. Al poco
tiempo la familia se trasladé Georgetown, en Ohio y
alli transcurrid su infancia.

Aunque al principio no sentia vocacion por ello,
ingres6 a la Academia Militar de West Point, a los
dieciséis afos donde su récord de equitacion, en el
salto de obstéculos, permaneceria imbatido durante un cuarto de siglo. La Academia fue para
él una dura experiencia. La disciplina se le hacia insoportable y en los estudios nunca supero el
nivel de la mediocridad. Al graduarse en 1943 lo Unico que consiguié fue un mando como
segundo teniente en el IV de Infanteria, de guarnicion cerca de San Luis, en Missouri. Alli
conoci6 a la que seria su compafera para toda la vida, Julia Dent.

Entre 1845 y 1848 participo, a las 6rdenes del general Zachary Taylor, en la guerra de México,
como encargado de logistica. En julio de 1852, su regimiento zarp6é de Nueva York con destino
a la costa Oeste, por lo que se vio obligado a abandonar a su familia. Fue destinado al Fort
Vancouver, Oregon. En agosto de 1853 fue trasladado a Fort Humbolt, California, donde no
tuvo mejor suerte, por lo que decidié abandonar el ejército en abril de 1854.

Al comienzo de la guerra civil en abril de 1861, recluté un regimiento de voluntarios en esta
ultima ciudad y lo traslad6 a Springfield, sede del cuartel general. Gracias a las negociaciones
del congresista por Galena Elihu B. Washburne, Grant fue nombrado comandante en jefe de la
division militar correspondiente al territorio de Missouri. Fue ascendido a general tras la
hazafa, en marzo de 1863 y fue designado comandante en jefe del ejército unionista. Bajo su
mando, los nordistas lograron el triunfo definitivo en 1865 y Grant fue nombrado secretario de
Guerra en la Administracion del presidente Andrew Johnson.

Su amplia victoria en las urnas ante el candidato demdcrata, el gobernador de Nueva York
Horatio Seymour, lo llevé a la Casa Blanca en marzo de 1869, a los cuarenta y seis afios de
edad. Reelegido sin dificultad en 1872, su mandato se caracterizé por la protecciéon de los
derechos civiles de la poblacién de color y por la amnistia politica concedida a los lideres de la
Confederacion. Favorecié ademas, a los grandes industriales con medidas proteccionistas y se
enfrent6 a los partidarios de medidas liberalizadoras.

No estuvo exento de criticas y varios escandalos financieros al final de su mandato salpicaron a
sus mas cercanos colaboradores. Ello le hizo perder simpatizantes dentro de su propio partido y
fue superado por James A. Garfield en las elecciones primarias de 1880, por lo que no pudo
presentar su candidatura para un tercer mandato presidencial.
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