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PEACE'UNION! AND VICTORY!




publicans, believed that Lincoln’s policies, particularly emancipa-
. tion, were far too radical; others condemned him as distressingly
conservative. Among the latter was a small band of dissidents who,
proclaiming themselves the Fadical Democracy, chose as their can-

didate the famed explorer John C. Frémont (yet another Civil War
officer Lincoln had relieved of command). But instead of splitting
the Republican vote and assuring victory for the Democrats, as

Abmham LIHCO]H (REPUbhcan) V. MecClellan hoped, Frémont'’s inept quest for the presidency disinte-

grated by early September. By that dme, the Union had gained some
George B' MCCIEHQH (Demﬂﬂrat) impressive military victories, and Lincoln had acquired a new hands-

across-the-political-parties running mate, War Democrat Andrew
Johnson of Tennessee. McClellan, meanwhile, had angered Peace

yr ol bring on NEGRO E QU ALITY, Pcmocmts by rcfun'.ng the so-called peace plank they h.:-:d rammed

into the Democratic platform. And yet, by representing a party

more DEBT, HARDER TIMES, another whaose platform included the peace plank, McClellan also alienated

DRAFT! ... Universal Amrc:h}g and his fellow War Democrats and most Union soldiers, " Why, we don't

Ultimate RUIN!” touch the Chicago platform!” one Union officer wrote. “The for-

mer friends of George B. McClellan have abandoned him because

—The consequences of voting for Abraham Lincoln, as foretold he has got in such bad company.” Eighty percent of the soldiers who

by an 1864 Democratic Party campaign poster voted in the fall cast their ballots for Abraham Lincoln.
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dential candidate George B. McClellan and his running mate,

S urrounded by patriotic imagery, the stern portraits of presi-
George Pendleton, reflect the bitter realities that permeated

the 1864 presidential election. The still-raging Civil War had created The True Issue, or That's What's the Matter,
a rift within the Democratic Party. McClellan, a military officer and lithograph published by Currier & Ives,
so-called War Diemocrat, opposed the abolition of slavery and other 1864. This print depicts McClellan as the
F.epublican policies but was a firm advocate for fighting to preserve man who will save the Union from being dis-
the Union. Pendleton, an adamant Peace Democrat, favored an im- membered by the unreasonable demands
mediate armustice, even if the Union remained dismembered. Both of President Lincoln and Jetfersan Davis.

War Democrats and Peace Democrats believed
that McClellan—lionized by many northern 7%
civilians and assumed to be the favorite candi-
date of most Union soldiers—would sweep
their party into the executive mansion and
bring a speedy end to the war. The general was
inclined to agree. Proud, intolerant of criticism,
and intermittently contemptuous of Com-
mander-in-Chief Lincoln—whom he occa-
stonally referred to in private correspondence

2]

as “the ape’

McClellan had hung in career
limbo since 1862, when the president had re-
lieved him of battlefield command for having a
bad case of what Lincoln termed “the slows"

As for the incumbent, the tall, ungainly
Lincoln—an opposition cartoonist’s dream—
was beser by a succession of unprecedented
problems the summer before the election.
Union forces were paying a huge price in blood i P —— - - :
while making little progress toward victory; THE TRUE ISSUE OR“THATS WHATS THE MATTER. .
many northerners, including some fellow Re- [




Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Decimosexto presidente de los Estados Unidos.
Como hijo de un colonizador, Lincoln tuvo que luchar
para mantenerse y estudiar.

Nacid el 12 de febrero de 1809, en el condado de
Hardin, en Kentucky. Fue capitan en el "Black Hawk
War", pasé ocho anos en la legislatura de lllinois y
rondd en el circuito de los tribunales de justicia por
muchos afios.

Contrajo matrimonio con Mary Todd, con la cual tuvo 4 hijos. En 1858 Lincoln compitié contra
Stephen A. Douglas para Senador. Si bien perdié dicha eleccién, al calor del debate con
Douglas forjé una reputacion que alcanzé dimensiones nacionales y que le permitié ser el
merecedor de la nominacién para Presidente representando al Partido Republicano.

Como Presidente, convirtié al Partido Republicano en una organizaciéon consolidada y de alcance
nacional. En adicién, unié a la mayoria de los lideres republicanos del norte bajo la causa de la
Union. El 1 de enero de 1863 publicé la Proclama de Emancipacién que declaraba para siempre
la libertad de todos los esclavos dentro de la Confederacion.

Lincoln hizo que el mundo nunca olvidase que la Guerra Civil tenia en si un significado mas
trascendente. Esta declaracién fue pronunciada de manera conmovedora en el Cementerio
Militar de Gettysburgh: "Es aqui donde noblemente decidimos que estos hombres no habra
muerte en vano, que esta nacion, bajo Dios, tendra un renacer de la libertad y que el gobierno
del pueblo, por el pueblo y para el pueblo, no desaparecera de la faz de la Tierra".

Lincoln fue reelecto en 1864, a medida en que los triunfos militares de la Union presagiaban el
final de la guerra. En sus planes para los tiempos de paz, el Presidente fue flexible y generoso,
alentando a los surefios a dejar las armas y unirse en comunion.

El espiritu que lo guiaba, fue claramente expresado en su segundo Discurso Inaugural, ahora
inscrito en uno de los muros del "Lincoln Memorial” en la ciudad de Washington, D.C. :"Sin
rencor para todos, con caridad para todos, con firmeza en el derecho, tal cual Dios nos da para
verlo, hagamos el esfuerzo de finalizar el trabajo que tenemos en manos: sanar las heridas de
la nacion".

En Viernes Santo, un primero de abril de 1865, Lincoln fue asesinado en el Teatro Ford en
Washington por John Wilkies Booth, un actor que pensaba que de algun modo, estaba
ayudando al sur. El resultado fue lo contrario, la posibilidad de un acuerdo de paz con
benevolencia moria con Lincoln.
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