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Abraham Lincoln (Republican) v.
Stephen Douglas (Democrat) v.
John C. Breckinridge (Southern
Democrat) v. John Bell
(Constitutional Union)

“Lincoln is the leanest, lankest, most
ungainly mass of legs, arms and hatchet-face
ever strung upon a single frame. He has most
unwarrantably abused the privilege which all

politicians have of being ugly.”
—Editorial comment by the Houston Telegraph, quoted in

the New York Herald (a Democratic Party newspaper),
June 12, 1860
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or ‘Abram’ will never be setded,” newly nominated presidential

candidate Abraham Lincoln wryly wrote to Feepublican Party
official George Ashmun in June 1860. "It is ‘Abraham” On one
campaign banner, however, the shorter and more typographically
convenient “Abram” prevailed as America embarked on one of the
most crucial—and stormiest—presidential election campaigns in its
history.

Having come to national attention through his brilliant per-
formance in a series of debates against Democratic candidate
Stephen A. Douglas in 1858, Lincoln was a recognized national
spokesman of the Republican Party, which stood for several reforms
but was most implacably against the spread of slavery into ULS. ter-
ritories. Tensions had rorn the Democratic Parry into northern and
southern factions; the Southern Democrats named John C. Breck-
inridge as a separate candidate. That in turn helped spark the cre-
arion of the Constitutional Union Party, which was dedicated solely
to preserving the Constitution and the Union.

Sartorially challenged, squeaky of voice, and filled with a never-
ending supply of humorous parables, Lincoln possessed the ability

It seems as if the question whether my first name 15 *Abraham’

to speak, in the words of poet James Russell Lowell, “as if the people
were listening to their own thinking out loud.” Largely self-educared
and no stranger to hardship and sorrow,“Old Honest Abe” kept his
head above the political hoopla, remaining a gangly island of
principled calm in an increasingly stormy policical chimarte. Yet, as the
Reepublican presidential candidate, inevitably he was a lightning rod
in this time of bubbling tensions.

Mocked by the northern opposition press as rough, ugly, and il-
literate, Lincoln was also vilified by most southern politicians and
newspapers. Yet, he remained unflappable and demonstrated a sur-
prising degree of political savvy. Throughout the campaign, he re-
mained in his hometown of Springfield, Illinois, deftly holding
together the many elements of the Reepublican Party while unob-
rrusively guiding his supporters. In the process, this dark-horse can-
didate, who had astonished established politicians with his
third-ballot upset of William H. Seward at the Republican con-
vention in Chicago, proved to be much more than the accidental
candidate many had supposed him to be. The personal and political
qualities he displayed in securing the nomination and the presidency
were to serve him well in Washington.

Lincoln and Hamlin, tintype by Matthew Brady, 1850, This campaign button is an
early example of the use of photographic partraits to advertise an American presi-
dential candidate.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Decimosexto presidente de los Estados Unidos.
Como hijo de un colonizador, Lincoln tuvo que luchar
para mantenerse y estudiar.

Nacid el 12 de febrero de 1809, en el condado de
Hardin, en Kentucky. Fue capitan en el "Black Hawk
War", pasé ocho anos en la legislatura de lllinois y
rondd en el circuito de los tribunales de justicia por
muchos afios.

Contrajo matrimonio con Mary Todd, con la cual tuvo 4 hijos. En 1858 Lincoln compitié contra
Stephen A. Douglas para Senador. Si bien perdié dicha eleccién, al calor del debate con
Douglas forjé una reputacion que alcanzé dimensiones nacionales y que le permitié ser el
merecedor de la nominacién para Presidente representando al Partido Republicano.

Como Presidente, convirtié al Partido Republicano en una organizaciéon consolidada y de alcance
nacional. En adicién, unié a la mayoria de los lideres republicanos del norte bajo la causa de la
Union. El 1 de enero de 1863 publicé la Proclama de Emancipacién que declaraba para siempre
la libertad de todos los esclavos dentro de la Confederacion.

Lincoln hizo que el mundo nunca olvidase que la Guerra Civil tenia en si un significado mas
trascendente. Esta declaracién fue pronunciada de manera conmovedora en el Cementerio
Militar de Gettysburgh: "Es aqui donde noblemente decidimos que estos hombres no habra
muerte en vano, que esta nacion, bajo Dios, tendra un renacer de la libertad y que el gobierno
del pueblo, por el pueblo y para el pueblo, no desaparecera de la faz de la Tierra".

Lincoln fue reelecto en 1864, a medida en que los triunfos militares de la Union presagiaban el
final de la guerra. En sus planes para los tiempos de paz, el Presidente fue flexible y generoso,
alentando a los surefios a dejar las armas y unirse en comunion.

El espiritu que lo guiaba, fue claramente expresado en su segundo Discurso Inaugural, ahora
inscrito en uno de los muros del "Lincoln Memorial” en la ciudad de Washington, D.C. :"Sin
rencor para todos, con caridad para todos, con firmeza en el derecho, tal cual Dios nos da para
verlo, hagamos el esfuerzo de finalizar el trabajo que tenemos en manos: sanar las heridas de
la nacion".

En Viernes Santo, un primero de abril de 1865, Lincoln fue asesinado en el Teatro Ford en
Washington por John Wilkies Booth, un actor que pensaba que de algun modo, estaba
ayudando al sur. El resultado fue lo contrario, la posibilidad de un acuerdo de paz con
benevolencia moria con Lincoln.
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