HUNKERS, ATTEN®!
FIRE AWAY!!

'The above is a true likeness of
¢ tem cent Jimmy” Buchanan, the

¢ Damed=Black=Rat’s* candidate
for President.

CLD BUCK’S SONG. FREMONT’S SONG
Old Jimmy Buck goes in for to win, Ye friends of Freedom rally now

]
;

Butw« go in for to beat him, ] And push the cause along, -
We'll hit him on the head ] We have a glorious candidate,
Witha chunk of cold lead ] A platform broad and at.mng

]

And land lnm on tudder side of Jordan.

P. S. “Jimmy*” you cannot win!
e ' " “Freedom's Office, FREMONT 8 FEAK, Hocky Mowntainss
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James Buchanan (Democrat) v.

James Fremont (Republican) v.
Millard Fillmore (American)

“I love the noise of democracy.”

—James Buchanan

Electoral Votes
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Popular Vates

Whig Party merge with the Free Soil Party to form the

new pro-abolition Fepublican Party, which moved quickly
to challenge the incumbent Democrats. Bur, as frequently happens
in election years when the nation’s future seems particularly en-
dangered, 1856 also saw a third party enter the fray. In this case, it
was a Whig offshoot officially called the American Party but com-
monly known as the Know Nothings—nort an insult to their in-
telligence but a reference to the quasisecrecy of the organization.
Their nominee was former president Millard Fillmore, and their
platform was all about Americanism: curbing immigration and
keeping Catholics (with their alleged loyalties to Fiome) out of
political office.

The Know MNothings hammered away at both larger parties,
helping to agitate the discourse to a near frenzy. While Democratic
nominee James Buchanan did his best to remain decorously above
it all, the Republicans embarked on an all-out mudslinging, as seen
in this almost comically vehement attack poster deriding Buchanan
as “Ten-Cent Jimmy." Increasingly, America seemed to be tearing

T he lead-up to the 1856 election had seen the bulk of the

apart at the seams.

Although the Know Nothings garnered 21 percent of the pop-
ular vote, they carried only one state, Maryland. Buchanan’s quietly
dignified appeal, on the other hand, extended beyond the South,
where Republican nominee John Fremont garnered only a few
hundred votes—and none at all in twelve states. Indeed, Fillmore's
candidacy drew enough support away from Fremont to allow
Buchanan to win the electoral votes in the North, including in the
other candidates’ home states. [n a rwo-way race, the Republicans
might have won their debur on the nadonal stage, but the Know
MNothings’ separate candidacy—presaging many similar third-parcy
efforts to come—spoiled their chances.

THE RIGHT MAMN FOR THE RIGHT PLAGE.
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The Right Man for the Right Place, lithograph by Louis Maurer, published by
Mathaniel Currier, 1856, Titled with Fillmore's campaign slogan, this print pres-

ents him as a calm and rational force between the combative Republicans and
Democrats.
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“Buchanan®: National Feeling Song, cover of sheet music published by T. H. A,
Schmidt, 1856, With such vialent outbursts over slavery in the territaries, the
national feeling in the United States in 1856 was extremely agitated,



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Decimoquinto presidente de los Estados Unidos.
Naci6 en 1791, en el seno de una familia bien
acomodada de Pennsylvania. Buchanan se gradud en
la Universidad de Dickinson, y se destacé como

< B polemista y ducho en leyes.
1 ; B, W — Fue electo cinco veces para la Camara de
) . _ Representantes; sirvié por una década en el Senado y
James Buchanan 18 se convirtié en el Secretario de Estado de James Polk

y Embajador en Gran Bretafna.

Como presidente en ejercicio, Buchanan crey6 que la crisis se disiparia si lograba mantener un
balance seccional en lo que respecta a sus puntos de vista y asi persuadir al pueblo a aceptar la
ley como fue interpretada en la Suprema Corte. La corte considerd restringir legalmente la
esclavitud en los territorios y dos jueces hicieron alusidon a Buchanan que la decisidon asi seria.

De este modo, en su discurso inaugural el Presidente se refirié a la cuestidon territorial como
"circunstancial, un suceso de escasa gravitacion practica" a partir de que la Suprema Corte
encuadrara al conflicto como "ligero y concluido™.

Buchanan decidié finalizar los problemas en Kansas urgiendo por la admisién del territorio
como un estado esclavista. Aunque él concentré su autoridad presidencial sobre este hecho,
inmediatamente encoleriz6 a los Republicanos y miembros de su propio partido. Kansas
continud siendo un territorio.

La disputa seccional alcanzé tal magnitud en 1860 que el Partido Demécrata se divididé en dos
vertientes, la nortefia y la surefia, con candidaturas separadas para la Presidencia.
Consecuentemente, cuando los republicanos propusieron a Abraham Lincoln, resulté un hecho
que seria elegido a pesar de que su nhombre no apareciera en ninguna boleta electoral del sur.
Los enardecidos surefios, antes de aceptar una administracion Republicana, preferian optar por
la secesion.

El presidente Buchanan, consternado y vacilante, denegd los derechos legales de los estados a
separarse aunque reconocié que el Gobierno Federal no podia legalmente evitarlo. Esperaba un
compromiso, pero los lideres secesionistas no quisieron comprometerse en tal sentido.

Buchanan se recluy6 en una politica de inactividad que continuaria hasta la finalizacion de su
mandato. En marzo de 1861 se recluyd en su finca triguera en Penssylvania, donde moriria
siete afios mas tarde, dejando a su sucesor la resolucién de los calamitosos inconvenientes que
sacudian a la Nacion.
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