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' At first, Taylor hesitated about holding political office. In 1846,
when someone proposed he run for president, he replied that the

; idea had “never entered my head . . . nor is it likely to enter the

head of any sane person.”That he seemed above the fray worked

to his advantage in the election, and to voters his military prowess
looked like strong leadership. Former president Martin Van Buren,

" : running on the third-party Free Soil ucket, siphoned enough votes

ZaCharY TaYlDr (Whlg) V. LEW]‘S from the Democraric candidate, Michigan senator Lewis Cass, that

. the Democrats lost Mew York—the biggest prize in the electoral

CH.SS (]')emocrat) V. Martln Vﬂ.n college. They lost the election as well, allowing Zachary Taylor to
Buren (Frﬂﬁ Soil) become the owelfth president of the United States.

“I have always done my duty. I am ready to
die. My only regret is for the friends I leave
behind me.”

— Zachary Taylor, to his wife on his deathbed

Electoral Votes Popular Votes

Taylor 163 Tayler 1,361,393
Cass 127 Cass 1,223,460
Van Buren 0 Van Buren 291,501 ’

and—as recent commercials starring the Old Spice Man  date's name is touted in a grand fashion that foreshadows the epic Hollywood-

Thc American public loves no one more than a war hero, Taylor, lithograph, with color, by Joseph Goldsborough Bruff, ¢. 1848, The candi-
have reminded us—there’s nothing so irresistible as a guy  style lettering of a century later.

on a horse. So, based on their party’s victory in 1840, when Gen.

William Henry Harrison's illustrious military record carried him to P é;f-j{m
the White House, the Whigs nominated Gen. Zachary Taylor for A,
president. Taylor had fought under Harrison in the War of 1812 and g 1OBNE OF o

seen success during the Mexican War (1846—48). Following a vic-
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tory at the Bartle of Buena Vista, when his well-deployed artillery e

overcame a much larger Mexican force, Taylor retired from the field
and rerurned to his home in Louisiana. Meanwhile, polirical groups
known as Riough and Ready Clubs (borrowing Taylor'’s nickname)
sprang up to promote his candidacy for president.

The Whigs met in Baldmore in June 1848 and selected Taylor
on the fourth ballot. A letter of notfication was sent o Louisiana,
but the frugal Whigs outsmarted themselves by mailing it collect.
Taylor, overwhelmed with the nineteenth-century version of junk
mail, had instructed his local postmaster to place all his collect mail
in the dead-letter office. When the Whigs heard nothing back from
their putative candidare, they sent a second letter postage paid. This
time the general was happy to accept.

Taylor was an ambivalent man, a forty-year military veteran
who had never voted. He admitted to agreeing with some Whig
stances but made sure that no one thought of him as an “ultra- T e e i
Whig.” Posters promoting his candidacy were nearly as noncom-
mittal; in none does the name of his party appear, nor do any
mention important issues of the day, such as slavery, the National  For President of the People, Zachary Taylor, lithograph, c. 1846, Well before he
Bank, and wariffs. Aside from his battle-hardened visage, only the was officially nominated, Taylor attracted palitical followers who regarded him as a
names of his successes in the Mexican War spoke for him. man whose “life is in the right.”



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Duodécimo presidente de los Estados Unidos. Si
bien nacié en Virginia en 1784, desde muy pequefio
fue criado en una plantacion de Kentucky. Sirvié en el
Ejército como oficial de carrera, pero casi siempre
hablaba sobre la siembra de algoddn. Su casa se
ubicaba en Baton Rouge, Louisiana, y poseia una
plantacion en Mississippi.

Zachary Taylor 18491850 Taylor no defendia la esclavitud o el regionalismo
surefio, pues el Ejército gener6 en él un fuerte

sentimiento nacionalista.
Pasé 25 anos vigilando las fronteras contra los nativos americanos. En la guerra de México,
logré importantes victorias en Monterrey y Buena Vista.

El entonces presidente James Polk, perturbado por los habitos de comandancia informales de
Taylor lo mantuvo en el norte de México dejandolo fuera de la batalla por la ocupacién de
México. Taylor, en un estado de collera, pensé que "la batalla de Buena Vista abriria el camino
hacia la Ciudad de México y los muros de Montezuma, para que otros luego se regocijen en su
interior".

Taylor era un candidato idéneo a la presidencia. Su extenso record de servicios militares
atraeria a los nortefios, mientras que su posesion de una plantacion de algodén y de 100
esclavos haria lo propio con los surefios. Ademas, no se habia comprometido con asuntos
polémicos. Los "Whigs" lo postularon como candidato contra Lewis Cass, el del Partido
Demdcrata, quién sostenia que la decision acerca de la aceptacion o no de la esclavitud era una
decisién que debian tomar los residentes de cada territorio.

En signo de protesta contra Taylor "el esclavista" y Cass, el defensor de "la soberania de los
asentados”, los nortefios que se oponian a la esclavitud formaron el "Free Soil Party" y
postularon a Martin Van Buren. En una eleccién peleada, los "Free Soilers" le quitaron la
suficiente cantidad de votos a Cass como para consagrar a Taylor como Presidente de los
Estados Unidos.

Después de participar en una ceremonia en el Monumento Washington el 4 de julio el se
enfermd6 y murié 5 dias mas tarde.
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