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James K. Polk (Democrat)
v. Henry Clay (Whig)

“I'd rather be right than be president”

—Henry Clay
Elantural \I'mes Pupular Votes
Polk 170 “Polk 1,339,494 7
Clay 105 Cla:.r 1 300 004

hen the Whigs held their national convention in May
E R f 1844, no one considered supporting then-president
John Tyler, who'd been dubbed “His Accidency™ after
ascending to the nation's highest office upon the death of William
Henry Harrison. Tyler’s frequent vetoes of Whig proposals had led
to the resignation of his Cabinet as well as his expulsion from the
party. Before his term ended, President Tyler caused one last bit of
trouble with his so-called Texas bombshell, a treaty to annex that
region that would almost certainly lead to war with Mexico, not to
mention upset the precarious balance berween slave states and free
states. Neither was an issue a potential president wanted to face. In
fact, likely nominees Henry Clay (Whig) and Martin Van Buren
{Democrat) agreed not to bring
up Texas during the campaign, a

many were cast for James G. Birney, the third-party abolinonist can-
didate.

Clay had run for president twice before, but the third time was
no charm. A cartoon titled “The Presidential Sweepstakes of 1844"
depicts the Whigs in a horse race, with Clay in the lead but unable
to best the Democratic candidate. The horse-race metaphor, fre-
quently applied to politics, is particularly fitting here, for Clay’s op-
ponent, James K. Polk, was the original dark-horse candidate,
seeming to come out of nowhere and ultimately edging out Clay
to become the eleventh president.

The Honest Statesman, engraving
on silk, 1844, Produced for the
Whig Mational Convention, this
campaign badge honors the
party’s candidate, Henry Clay, re-
ferring to him by his nickname
“Harry of the West."

The Presidential Sweepstakes of
1844, lithograph by Edward
William Clay, 1844, This cartoon
depicts a presidential horse race
in which candidates-as-horses and
their political jockeys fall under
the critical eyes of other promi-

nent political figures.

pact that proved impossible to
keep. Although Congress vetoed
Tyler's annexation treaty, the pres-
ident had ensured it would be the
main issue of the 1844 presiden-
tial election—and Clay and Van
Buren would have to weigh in.
With Theodore Freylinghuy-

sen (and his unpronounceable sur-
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name) as his running mate, Clay
took 2 strong stance against an-
nexation, to the annoyance of
proslavery southern voters. Hop-
ing to appease them, he adopted a
more moderate stance, which only
annoyed his northern supporters.
By the tme he sewled firmly
against annexation, his waffling
had lost him votes on both sides,
especially in New York, where
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THE PRESIDENTAL SWEEPSTAKES OF 1844.
Hrgparing Lo Start.



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Decimoprimer presidente de los Estados Unidos de
América. A menudo reconocido como el primer
presidente "caballo oscuro”, James K. Polk fue el
ultimo Jacksoniano en la Casa Blanca y el ultimo
presidente fuerte hasta la Guerra Civil.

Nacid en la localidad de Mecklenburg, Carolina del
Norte, en 1795. Estudioso y con aptitudes para la
industria, Polk se gradu6é con honores en 1818 en la
Universidad de Carolina del Norte. Como joven
abogado, ingres6é en la politica, sirviendo en la legislatura de Tennessee, donde entabl6
amistad con Andrew Jackson.

En la Camara de Representantes, Polk fungié como teniente en jefe de Jackson durante la
guerra por el Segundo Banco de los Estados Unidos. También prestd servicios como relator
entre 1835 y 1839, hasta resultar electo Gobernador de Tennessee.

El envejecido Jackson, percibiendo que la gente estaba a favor de la expansiéon territorial,
promovié la eleccibn de un candidato comprometido con el "Manifiesto del Destino" de la
Nacion. Este punto de vista prevalecié en la Convencion Demadcrata, donde Polk fue nominado
en la novena votacion.

Polk era el candidato mejor ubicado para la expansion. El unio el asunto de Texas, popular en
el Sur, con la causa Oregon, igualmente atractiva en el Norte. Polk también estuvo a favor de
la adquisicion de California.

Polk propuso un acuerdo que permitiese extender la frontera canadiense a lo largo del paralelo
49°, desde las Rocallosas hasta el Océano Pacifico. El tratado fue aprobado en 1846.

La adquisiciéon de California provocé mucho mas dificultades. Incrementando la presiéon, Polk
envidé al General Zachary-Taylor al area de disputa sobre el Rio Grande. Para las tropas
mejicanas, ello constituyé una agresidon, con lo cual atacaron a las fuerzas de Taylor. El
Congreso declaré la Guerra. Las fuerzas americanas triunfaron en sucesivas batallas ocupando
la Ciudad de México. Finalmente, en 1848, México cedid el territorio de Nueva México y
California a cambio de $15.000.000 y los costos por los dafios de guerra ocasionados.

El Presidente Polk sumoé asi una vasta area a los Estados Unidos, pero su anexion precipité una
amarga pugna entre el Norte y el Sur como consecuencia de la expansion de la esclavitud.

Polk murié en junio de 1849 mientras dejaba su oficina, con su salud deteriorada por el exceso
de labor.
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Imagenes de los Carteles de las Campaias Presidenciales
Presidential Campaign Posters from the Library of Congress
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