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Martin Van Buren (Democrat) v.
William Henry Harrison (Whig)
v. Hugh Lawson White (Whig)
v. Daniel Webster (Whig) v
Willie Mangum (Whig)

“Ie are to be cursed with Van Buren
for president”

— New York Whig leader Thurlow Weed

Electoral Votes Popular Votes

Van Buren 1?0
Harrusun 73

Webster 14

Mangum 11 Mangum N/A

Ithough Andrew Jackson planned to leave the presidency
Aaﬁcr two terms, the 1836 campaign was still all about “Old

Hickory” Jackson hand-picked Vice President Mardn Van
Buren—whose unassuming half smile in this portrait belies the po-
litical adroitness that earned him the nicknames “Litle Magician™
and “Red Fox"—to be the Democradc candidate, with Richard M.
Johnson of Kentucky as his running mate. Although southerners
disliked Van Buren, a NewYorker, and Johnson, who had sired chil-
dren with a black woman, both were nominated at the second
Democratic national convention in Balumore in May 1835, Some
delegates, however, resented Jackson's forceful influence; Virginia
delegates walked out when Johnson was chosen.

On the other side of the campaign was a mismatched team
with one goal in mind: Beart Jackson. Although Jackson wasn't run-
ning for office, everyone knew he was running the show. Jackson’s
opponents—the National Republicans, Anti-Masons, some south-
erners, disaffected Democrats, and others—came together to form
the Whig party. Naming themselves after the English Whigs who
fought the royals and the American Whigs of the Revolution, they
were determined to dethrone “King Andrew the First” Unable to
find a man who could beat Jackson alone, they decided to support
three regional candidates, hoping to deny Van Buren the required
number of electoral votes and force the election into the House of
Representatives. The candidates included Daniel Webster of New
England, southern candidate Hugh L. White, and William Henry

Harrison for the West. Each was the sole Whig candidate on the
ticket in his region. South Carolina added its own Whig candidate
to the mix and gave all eleven of the state’s electoral votes to Willie
Magnum.

In spite of their efforts, the Whigs lacked funds and organiza-
tion. Meanwhile,Van Buren's supporters held rallies and events and
distributed pamphlets and other campaign materials. Van Buren—
and Jackson’s Democratic party—won the election. Lucky for the
Whigs, the economy crashed almost as soon asVan Buren took of-
fice, earning him the new nickname “MartinVan Ruin" and ready-
ing voters for new leadership.
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Democratic Tickat, Liberty & Equal Rights, wood engraving, 1836, The illustra-
tion on this election ticket highlights Martin Van Buren's political adroitness by
depicting him as the "Little Magician.”



Presidentes de los Estados Unidos

Fue el octavo presidente de los Estados Unidos de
Ameérica. Naci6 en 1782 en Kinderhook, Nueva York.

Durante su préactica como abogado, se involucré en la
politica de New York. En 1821 fue elegido Senador y
ya en el afo 1827 era el principal hombre de Andrew
Jackson en los Estados del norte. ElI entonces
Presidente, recompensé a Van Buren, nombrandolo
Secretario de Estado. Por lo tanto, Van Buren, se
convirtié en el asesor de confianza del Presidente,
quién se referia a aquel como "un verdadero hombre sin nada que esconder".

Van Buren dedicé su discurso inaugural al "experimento americano" como un ejemplo para el
resto del mundo. El pais atravesaba una época de prosperidad que tres meses después de su
toma de posesion fue en declive.

El problema basicamente era causado por la economia ciclica del "auge y sorpresa” del siglo
XIX, que se habia desviado de su patron regular por las medidas financieras de Jackson. Su
decisiéon de eliminar el Segundo Banco de los Estados Unidos, caus6 la desaparicion de las
restricciones impuestas a las practicas inflacionarias de algunos bancos estatales.

Van Buren se dedicé a garantizar la solvencia econdmica del Gobierno Nacional. Se opuso no
sélo a la creacién de un nuevo Banco de los Estados Unidos, sino también al depdsito de fondos
del Gobierno en bancos estatales. Peleé por el establecimiento de un sistema del tesoro
independiente, que manejase las transacciones del Gobierno. En cuanto a la asistencia federal
a las mejoras internas, elimindé los gastos tan radicalmente que el Gobierno incluso llegé a
vender las herramientas que habian sido utilizadas en obras publicas.

Su fuerte oposicidon a la expansion de la esclavitud lo llevdé a bloquear la anexidon de Texas,
argumentando que se convertiria en territorio al servicio de esta, e incluso podria llevar a la
guerra con México.

Fue derrotado en su intento de reeleccién por los "Whigs". Intentdé ser nuevamente Presidente
en la lista de la agrupacion "Free Soil" en 1848, pero no prosperd. Finalmente, fallecié en 1862.
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