[image: image1.png]


EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Koror, Palau
Telephone: 587-2920/2990
Fax: 587-2911
For Immediate Release
16 August 2012


Ms. Roxeanne S. Blesam Completes APCSS Security Program
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Ms. Roxeanne S. Blesam, Acting Director for the Palau Environmental Quality Protection Board (EQPB) recently completed the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies  “The Environment and Security in the Pacific Island Region: Priority Risks, Challenges, and Actions for a secure future” workshop that took place from August 6-10, 2012 in Honolulu, Hawaii.   The workshop goals focused on development of a better understanding of the security risks posed by processes of environmental change in the Pacific Islands Region.  In her role with PEQPB, Ms. Blesam will expand her network of contacts as a result of this engagement.  During her visit to the US Embassy after her return, she stressed objectives of the course transcended traditional security issues and raised the issues of food security,   coast relocations, political ramifications of climate change and other societal challenges. Sharing her certification with Ambassador Reed-Rowe, Ms. Blesam welcomed more opportunities for EQPB staff members and others in Palau who may benefit from APCSS and other US based courses.    
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