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Editor's Corner et ‘emiés

Dear Readars:

Do you knoww any catalysts of change? They're the people who
show courage in the face of adversity and work o make a
difference intheir communities. Their stories may seem small at
first: a young girl from the tribal areas becomes the first in her
family to learn English or a farmer irvests in new imigation
technology to improve his crops. But eventhese humble actions
have aripple effect, encouraging those around them to look at life
and its possibilities in adifferent way —and perhapseven o follew
intheirfootsteps.

In this issue of Khabr-o-Nazar, we share the inspiring staries of
men and women in Pakistan and the United States who have
dared to follow their dreams and make the warld a better place.
When Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy won Pakistan's first Oscar
Pakistanis around the world celebrated. But as you'll see, Ms.
Obaid-Chinoy's ac hieveme it inspired mot only her countrymen,
but also a young American woman in North Carolina. In these
pagesyou’ ll also find afew unteld successstories of ULS.-Pakistani
collaboration, such as American diplomats planting trees with
local schookhildren on Earth Day and the Embassy-supported
Young Entreprensurship Conference, which brought together
200 aspiring entreprensurs with business leaders and
government officials. These articles serve as powerful reminders
of the tremendous good we are capable of when we work
together towards common goals.

Lookaround you... inyour village, an the news, and even on the
other side of the world, trailblazess are everpuhiere. All it takes is
courage, determination, and a desire to change the world. Enjoy
the stories of these exce ptional men and women, and let yourself
be inspired... the next catalyst of change could well be you,

Mark E. Stroh

Managing Editor and Press Attaché

LS. Embassy Islamabad

E-miaik infoishi@state. gov

Wehbsite: hitp://islamabad . usembassy. gov
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By Syga Thomas

On April 23, 2012, Ambassador Cameron Munter, Consul
General Steve Maloney, and over 25 ather Embassy staff joined
students at the Infermational School of Islamabad to plant 62
trees across the schoal's campus, commemorating Earth Day
and helping students leave a positive markon the environment
for generationstocome.

The celebration at the Intemational Schoaol was one of many
events aiganized by the Embassy to engage a variety of
audiences to volunteer and raise awareness about the natural
environment, including a 5K run on the diplomatic enclave,
which had wide participation from acrass the diplomatic .and
NGO community.

In pursuing the State Department's "Mobilize the Earth" theme,
Consular Officers organized the voluiteer tree-planting project
at the International School of Islamabad and discussed the
Importance of Earth Day with studenis. The Embassy ralsed
5400 from individual donations fiom across the Embassy
community, enabling officers to purchase 62 trees of six
different wvarieties to assist the school in s campus
development program.

us. ﬂ:rl!.msi@ﬁ:!ji_‘-
Cameron Munter
plants a tree atthe
Islomaban
International
School
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U.5. Embassy officials visited the lslamabaod International School to commemorate Earth Day. The students and
diplomats planted trees and enjoyed o presentation by first and second graders.
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At the school, the Ambassador and Consul General spoke to
nearly 200 students and staff before a presentation by Tirst
grade students on the food cycle and a video by second grade
students on taking personal responsibility for our impact onthe
Earth. Consular Officer Brad Hopewell then delivered a
presentation about how trees mitigate many of the world's
critical environmental problems, including global warming,
drought, flood, and insulficient energy production.

At the close of the assembly, Embassy staff divided among the
Twelve grades and went oul to plant and water the trees across
the campus. Each student had 3 chance to workwith Embassy
staff to plam the trees and 1o add to their own lasting legacy at
their school. At a gatheringwhen all had finished their planting,
OG Steve Maloney presented additional donated funds in the
Tarmofa challenge grantto help finance a "Green Project” ofthe
sthool's choosing. Students will kave the opportunity to su kit
their own ideas, on which the combined student councils will
vote and selecta recipient for the grant,

The International School’s Superintendant siated that "Earth
Daywas one of the largast events inthe school's histary” Given
the positive reaction from all Earth Day pasticipants, the
Embassywilllookto engage other youthinthe future.

Syge Thomas ks or Cowsolar Off lear ob L8 Embassy Taimmobond,
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: l:ﬂnsulate‘oﬁlder's AL 0] /-ZM)L,n
-Join'to Help the Planet < 7¢<u /U

By Amanda Cauldwell ik o, ;

Fifty school children joined U.S. Consulate General Karachi A AL Sz ARGV Uk g LJF
employeesto clean up CliftonBeach in Karachi on Earth Day, fiuk&ilgwfﬁ.ﬁwﬂﬂhdrm,ggfﬁ

The enthusiastic kids, eager to get started, could hardly wait
to put an their plastic gloves before getting down to work. .Q;WFV‘E;LHMLM

The US. spokesperson thanked -

the students for their effarts and LupkbugLowrd

said, “Whatever nationality we Gale” st ﬁf“jl 2

are, whatever religion, young :

and ald, today we are all citizens ‘Tdmh" et

of planet Earth” The event Rl il Ane

highlighted the Importance of - g

caring for the natural &"'"' 'T‘/#f"-a"ﬁki

environment, while showcasing j-‘-,q_-lg,' ] .l)'llrff.:-lﬁn!dﬁ

the value of working together :

towards acommaon goal. £k r"i'*"-* "F"ﬂ"‘""ﬂr

L R P

Al the conclusion of the event,

the school kids, their teachers, -E’E{

and even passers-by remarked K i ; cﬁ*uéﬁ Jﬁ{rmﬁﬁj

on how much better the beach kit et AL g Gl

looked whenitwasfree of trash. SL s Eg il
S, PP

Amanda Couldwel! serves as (nformation Offfcar at LS, Consulate k #**?M




USAID Administrator Shah & Finance Minister Shaikh:
Wnrking Together to Promote Growth, Prosperity
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By Mark Stroh sl b g f

\
On April 13, Dr. Rajiv Shah, the Administrator of the United ¢ 3, 1i3s e B gusatiyn Lt dig £f 018 ‘
States Agency for International Development [USAID) met with

Finance Minister Hafeez Shaikh at the Ministry of Finance, The P Loblsp *’L»)Uf;h’ﬁif,ju:-«l;-tfﬂyﬂ;gm 4,5..:.5‘.]-
two discussed the important role economic assistance bringsto l.j:d‘l.‘}uxp k”'-"j '«*&u' oL il A *“-if'«-ﬂ«f"f— |
the bilateral relationship, and how LS. civilian assistance can

creale jobs and raise incomes for more Pakistanis. - St i I,k‘&.. Lt

= " i 7 i 12

The United States has disbursed more than $2.6 billion in “i':’u:"’r"‘"“;”dt:@ “ J”E‘b}l""ﬂ'ﬁf‘mﬂg‘f“{f ' ‘
assistance to Pakistan since October 2009. Much of this Gl Glalia ekl £l Lt UL S0 A0 LAl ia.
assistance hasfocused on building Pakistan'senergy sectorand  s. ¢ = 5¢ il o bl = Y 1 2 ‘
increasing ecanomic opportunity for Paldstanis. In the energy {":.E.a‘.:.._.hbarub'-‘ %,_.»-:P;, .!-:;*ﬁ,,féf-‘a,ajtfr,m:g. {ﬁﬁ'ﬁ
sectar, the Unifed States has collabarated with the Pakistani Seitputr e ol ik
government to fund work on the Tarbela Dam and other major |
eneigy projects which have expanded Pakistan's electricity- ~ -
generation capacity by over 400 megawatts, bringing electricity &0/ 1 0911 201300 Sk B UL S160L

1o over six million Palkistanis
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Dv. Rajiv Shah, USAID Administrator, calls on President Asif All Zordari in Islamabod
U.S. Ambassador Cameron Munter alse attended the meeting. fPID Photo)

to over six million Pakistanis. By the end of 2013, L5, assistance

will have added arother 900 megawatts 1o the mational grid,
providing electricity to over 14 million Pakistanis. Gneconomic
growth, the United States has trained nearly 70,000 women
entreprensurs in basic finance.

Shah abo emphasized that despite challenges the broader
bilateral relationship hasfaced, civilian assistance hasremained
steady and USAID looks forward to continuing to work together
to sup port mutual object iies in the future.
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Dreaming’of
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Underprivileged KP Students Celebrate Graduation from U.5. English Language Scholarship program

By Marcia Anglarill

LS. Consul General Dr. Marie Richards congratulated 125
underprivileged students from the tribal areas for successfully
completing a WS-sponsored English language scholarship
program at IM Scisnces University on May 215, The schiolarship
program provided two years of intensive, after-school
instruction and summer leaming activities ta the group of all
female students. The youngwomen celebrated the end of their
programwith a video, moving speeches from the students and
teachers, and distribution of certificales, "It's inspiring to see
the progress these giils have made, not only in their language
skills, but in their level of confidence and their future
aspirations.” remarked Dr. Richards on the occasion. She also
offered the studenis words of encouragement, saying: “1 hope
you also do not look at this moment as the end of something,
but rather asa beginning. Now that you have bigger hopesand
dreams, | hope youwillcommit yourse kies to pursuing them.”

Program Coordinator Zaimab Azmat noted “One could
surmmiarize the sucoess of the program by guoting a studentwho
sald that before she had no hope of anything good happening in
her life, but after being part of Access now she dreams of a
successfullife and venturngon new paths”

The U.5. gove mment supports five English language schalarship
programs in Khyber Pakhtunkbwa benefitting 500 studenis in

the region.

Marcia Anglarfll serves a8 Puble Afols Qfficer ot (LS. Conswlate General
Feshowar
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secretary of State Hillary Ro
First Lody Michelle Obama po
with the recipients of the 2012
Womenaf CourogeAward, «
Anniversary of Internationo]
the State Department in Wirshi

[
[&F R o D mhes D ra ek}

to IIE Wﬂ"m —

Washington — In 2000, when a gang of thugs kidnapped and
raped joumalist Jineth Bedoya, they told her, * Pay attention. We
are sending amessage tathe pressinColombia™

But Bedoya, who haid been investigating an arms smuggling
network, was nol deterred. She comtinued her work as a

journalist while pushing for justice in her own case and other **

unsolved casesof sexual and gender-based violence.

Years later, on March B8, Bedoya stood on a stage at the DS,
Department of Stale before Frst Lady Michelle Obama,
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, officials of U5, and
foreign gove rnments, lawmakers and community leaders and
Mobel Peace Prize winners Leymah Gbhowee and Tawalbdol
Karman, to receive the Woman of Courage Award. Obama, who
helped present the sward, remarked: “With every story she
writes and with every public appearance: she makes, lineth is
sending her own message that she will not back down, that she
will not give up, and she will never, ever allow her voice to be
silenced.”

Bedoyawasamong 10women to receive the Secretany of State’s
award that recognizes women around the globe who have
shown exceplional courage and leadership in advocating for
wioime n's ightsand empowermeant, oftenat great personal risk

since the inception of this award in 2007, the Department of
State has honored 46 wamen from 34 different countries. This

year, for the first time, included an honoree fram Burima. Zin
Mar Aungwas imprisoned by the Burmese regime for 11years
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because of her political activism in the 1996 and 1998 pro- _ g st 27 1L B2 £ o aed £ 1998401 996L (s L)
democracy student uprisings. LJpon her release, she founded a ‘ ’

self-help assaciation for female ex-political prisoners and a [) pﬂwﬁxﬂ ﬁlﬁrﬂ_ﬁ iiuzéu’}-cf WL ;,I'x"'lﬂd':. 3[.;
palitical science schoaal in Rangoon that teaches and enmpowers

chvil society activists. SebutdUhd it e et PR Sa by
Allthe honorees, the First Lady said, are sending a message with +M,(}‘
everyact of courage they commit — “the message that injustice . .. ol T o 3 o
willnotstand, that inequalikywillnot be tolerated, andthat they © < b LA L L O S L1 AL et
will not stay sile nced inthe face of evil” L8 I -'F@'E‘fuﬂﬁ“ Mag L"'H"’I’ - _m%' ihﬂ"ﬁﬁ ry_@__f ["i'.i"-:"'i"
In addition to Bedaya and Zin, these are the other 2012 award Wb sl 6
winners: o
e  The Honorable Maryam Durasi, Kandahar Provincial Bt spen st 1P L s 201 Dbl s on
Council Member {Afghanistan). - . .
o Major Pyicitlo de Ofiveilra Azevedo, podice officer, Rio de (e TS Bt oo
Jfaneiro Military Police (Brozi). 1 o Sraids
Hana Ethebshi, architect and pofiticel activist (Libya). e e s
Aneeso Ahmed, gender-based violence (GBY) activist anal (Ehfjﬁw_}@ﬁ;&?ﬂm

fosmer deputy minister of women's affaics {Maoldives). .
e Shad Begusm, huran rights activist ond founderfexecutive (e d\ Y SAEE BV Lo 85 g

director of A Behbood-e-Knawateen Taloh (the . : }

mmu;fm:‘mrenmmu ‘ (el Duretibar L sl e f Wi o

Samor Badawd, poftice! acthdst (Sauw Arabia). X . &

Hawa Abdallah Mohammed Salify, sman rights activist {"""’T";"F}J;r"’} L

(Sudan). (B )I3F I i 17
s The Honorable Safuk Pavey, member of Parliament

(Turkey). (Uil Al ¥

In her remarks, Clinton called for an “international chorus” of

women and girls claiming the same rights and opportunitiesas g3 /libTe i st ot i AL L5 g
their fathers, brothers and sons. And she vowed that the United

Stateswould use every ool at its disposal ta he lp them. SAEAELE A L Uit MU studieg by e
Following the awards ceremony, the International Women of -&-fﬂ&ﬂ&'ﬁ"ﬁ-
Courage traveled to 10 different US. cities to engage with their . - o

American comnterparts through the State Department’s LuspIBpL Lot iis Mﬁfﬁ#ﬂﬁsﬁﬂiwﬁ gt
Illl.‘:lllﬂhmillmr Lﬂdew Fm- Uﬁ/plruﬁ EJ;JJT.U&[&F‘“.;VL Uﬂﬁﬁ{ﬂilhrrﬁé-ﬂ*
Clinton also announced that she will be issuing the first T I""'; {_g ad b i

seqretarial policy directive of its kind to promote gender
equality. The guidance, she said, “will instruct our embassies g2 [ s fd@r“u'ﬂ: K il Yol L ik
and bureaus to implement specific steps to promote gender
equality and advance the status of wamen and girlsinall ofour €k e UFE B Aliena & il e b IVE uomsas

rk in order 1o further both national and - - .
;t?elg:p:m:rﬂmlg_l: l our national securty o J#J'«Edfn.;i‘J Fﬁ;{‘fﬁ-id?&dﬂ@ﬂ'ﬂﬁl}#&kﬁlﬂ,

Writtew by @ staff wiiter for the State Department Bureou of Ingsrnational & il Lfe!;«ﬁﬁ
Toformation Progros. 2 Pl e B G L 26 oo




Creating
Positive Change

USAID Programs Give Pakistanis
the Tools They Need to Build
a Brighter Future
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USAID Helps Pakistani Women sl L o)t SIS e NI LA Ay
Assert Themselves in Business ;_"{;, II"?‘ ¥

Lahore - In most ways, Khanum Eibi is an ordinary Punjabi wife. ,ﬁ,l_;ébh, 25 is ,;,{;} St ,__(_’:L;Q’Ji, Ptk o ssed
Married 25 years, she and her husband Nisar have raised a son ' ) '

and five daughters in a small village outside Lahore, relyingon . § 36Z f@h}%ujﬁ:ﬁuﬁﬁ. S3AenL SEmpl b fra
his income as a day laborer and her work making and

embellishingladies’ garmentswith beadsat home. WIS A )
The famill squeaked by until hard times struck last year. In the (U8 sl LB STty Tt b ik

heart of an economic downturn, Nisar was injured in a street | R . = . ;
accident and could no longer work. Trapped economically, the L Grir S S SR G g s BIRE L S8

couple agreed that Bibi should take the unusuval step of o3 é.a-:’.ﬁ‘.:.ﬁ'l.ﬁ £ f T .
= - ] ' XY=
venturing out of the house and proposed to her neighborsto sell e ) "if K- Jé{ l‘( &

the garmentstogether to get better dealsfrommarketvendors. . J_ /i1 j{' fohd e érgﬂgyrﬁ(? S u.._g_d,..
At just that moment, she got help. AUSAID-supported local NGO

offered to train her on product design and development, use of < f e lih:;“l.ﬁf‘ J-fﬁkrﬁifﬁig-db}léd‘nrﬁii.hﬁ' =
raw nvaterials, market demand, and pricing arrangements. The . .. ) b e _

next month, Bibileft her daughterstoworkat home and became S/ ¥kt i £ £ 06l Mudeii S & ff s

asalesagent -an entrepreneur, ?:

“I have had a difficult life," Bibi said, wiping a tear with her = . & Sl i A ad T L
headscart. "Bul  eel a tremerdous responsibity for my family = ~+°" Son L 2 e (T nidd

since my husband’s injury. My becoming a sales agent has .;,Jl,..dﬁj__;g,ﬁj ;Lﬂﬁ,g,é:x@gwl,,j@ggﬁi.x;ﬁ.ﬁ
improved our candition, and also my confidence. Now that | . .
have thisopportunity, | want to maximize it. ':-U!ftf?kurd;tﬂ J fﬁgﬂéﬁ,ﬁ,ﬁ%g—&ﬂ@‘ﬁn@;ﬂ#ﬁ

USAID Pakistan's five-year Entrepreneur project will increass ;ﬁ&zfﬁuﬁti.@’:l,hﬁ?ﬁ.ﬁﬁT{L) JM"W JV@&E‘.&LQI.;'

incoames of at least 120,000 micro endrepreneurs like Bibi by ] ) | . G b Ll
developingthe capabilities of indigenous NGOs and local private MU:'}EMKLU&E'ML; jf'&'&hl&"“d'uuhw L <Y

and public sector partners working with micre entrepreneurs _ (f.a.,: Al b ;
and small emerprises and significantly scale-up their
operations. ot Ak g e JEETHh b St

This includes strengthening indigenous service firms and /U VA Ll iw ol gz dmp Xy
organizations that cater to micre entrepreneuss, introducing

new value chain approachesthat have pote ntial for application bl S/l g.f/r ;ﬁi’:ﬁ.ﬁ-‘?{i-f, i I & g

on a large scale, identifying markets beyond traditional wla 81 &
handicsafts, and assuring access to higher value markets for =

increased volumes of products. wwg-'j‘—lik"ﬁwbif’ﬁwaﬁiw T A Eail il L
Promoting small enterprise development will provide crucial L St e B S e B Al UV Lot

support for rural and suburban economies by creating new

opportunities for grass-roots civic and economic engagement in L Lhﬁ?ﬁgf L‘Lﬁ’:d{:‘-{%— ml“:"k@-— M "-?p‘- F‘hpz-;.’{-ﬂ'ﬁ
communities L b QeSO a8 fent Ll At U2

“We are ensuring responsivenessto a competitive market,” said . R SR e "
a USAID Education official. "There's lots of microfinance in this sl e FuSar Ol Sivtowl e hd

country but not enough business development providing S Mesl il ,é,_,fmﬂw._ﬁ;;y
women in business negotiating skills as well as market access

and information.” o L{.UE‘JJ!:{L&{ ATl P e ;?‘%h}%ﬁ;}d-ﬁ,}ﬂ
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As for Bibi, she keeps Nisar happy by consulting with him on all
her important business decisions, and maintaining her
established mole in the family setting as she slowly breaks down
some of Pakistan's sacial barviers. In the end, he appreciates her
ability to keep the family aftoat.

“My husband didn't give me the right to work.™ Bibi said. "I
earned it. Today we miake joint decisians, and the people in our
village wnderstand. USAID has given me new ideas and
approaches| neverwould have canside red.”

The Road to Recovery for Swat's
Conflict-Affected Families

On the road north-west out of Mingora, paved highway gives
way to broken road leading upto Tarkhanai, avillage of pastel of

green mouniains, where autumn comes alive with reds and
golds before ihe winter chill sets in. Ancient religious and

cultural relics attest toa grand history spanning millennia.

Traditional livestock reaning and agricult ure has characterized
this sleepy hambet, but the incursion and subsequent expulsion
of extremist militants by the military during the last three years
have lefit lasting scars. Men showing resistance tothe insurgents
wene summarily executed. Women, especially mothers, still
suffer the consequences of being denied access to health care
underthe brutal regime.
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Nishita Jehan, 35, said that during those dark days her family lost
their farm, their savings from randam, strong-armed taxation,
and finally their home to occupation by the militasts, and most
tragically a child from lack of prenatal care. When the military
came ta dislod ge the insurgents, they found themselves literally
trapped,

"Those were the worst three yearsof my life," she said. "wWe had
packed all our belongings, but we were not allowed to leave our
villages. By that paint, we had no money to travel down to safer
areaseither”

Once peace was restaied, the government-formed the
Provincial, Rehabilitation, and Settlement Authority [PaRRSA)
beganthe process of restoring normalcy to the region.

Several months later, PaRRSA teamed with the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID to help equip about 7,200
people from villages like Tarkhani all over the Swat Vialley with
the tools they needed to reclaim their ivelihoods, like seedsand
fertilizers for Tarmesrs, and tool kits for plumbers and carpenters,
and sswingmachines for tailors and seamstresses.

Nishta received @ sewing machine under the $1.8 million (Rs.
154 million) program, and said that it gives her a new lease on
life asher husband strugglesto find newwork.

"If | can stitch four suits a day, | earn about 5000 rupees a
month,” she said. "H's not much, but it'z all people around here
can afford these days. it has eased myworriesabout money.”

At a ceremony last year markingthe final tranche of commodiiy
granits undera USAID program called Entrepreneuss, Acting U5,
Consul General in Peshawrar Constance Arvissaid the program is
Just one part of the United States’ long term partnership with
the people of Pakistan.

"This project has enabled theworking heads of these families to
earn their livelihoods with pride amd dignity," Ms. Arvis said.
"One out of four beneficiary familiesis headed bywomen,”

Shakeel Qadir, the Director General of PaRRSA, said the U5,
assistance arrived atimewhen itwas badly needed.

"The assistance received from USAID has helped people recover
their livelioods and restart their lives with renewed hope,” he
said, The Upited States has also helped people in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in other ways as well. Through USAID, the
American people contributed $65 million to help rebuild homes
in the province damaged by the conflict. ARer the flood, 2521
million program helped farmers in Malakand plant winterwheat
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seeds in tie to ensure a bountiful harvest, as pant of an overall
Tlood assistance confributionof more thana half billian dollars.
As for Nishta, she is looking forward to motherhood again, and
making sure to have regular prenatal checkups every month,
and save enough to arrange transpart to a heaith center when
the baby is barn. This time around, the future looks brighter for
both aFthem.

Tube Well Efficiency Project Saves
Farmers Money as They Invest in
Pakistan's Future.

Sajid Mehdi celebrates the
inauguration of o new energy
efficient tube well pump, for
which he received a 50 percent
discount from USAID. The new
pump can save him up to 40
percent on his monthly
electricity bill,
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Multan - Agriculiure dominates this arid district inthe heart of
Punjab, where the majority of the grain that feeds this country’s
burgeoning population is cultivaled. &nd access to water
dominates agriculture,

Like most Punjabi farmers, Sajid Mehdi relies on a tube well,
powened byan electric pump that draws water from deep balow
the dusty ground, enough to irrigate cotion Crops. But the
pumps are prablematic. The spiraling cost of electricity renders
them exceedingly expensive to run, and frequent blackouts
render them inedt for long hours in the work day. When the
pumps break down, farmers like Mehdi have no choice but to
Find the quickest, bul farfrom the best, solution.

"Wateristhe backbone of nw Fvelihood " Mehdisaid. "My crops
can't grow without if, sowe are willing to pay whatever it takes.
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We all tend to go for the cheapest solutions for any problems
with the pumps, and they don't last

Qld pumps not only Break down frequently, they are also
notorously inefficient, accounting for a huge percentage of the
burden on an aleady overmdended electrical grid. Agriculture
accounts for 20 percent of Pakistan's gross domestic product,
yel cansuimes ane thind of the countiy's electricily.

Each month, Mehdiwould grimace as he opened his electric bill
knowing it woauld be higher than the last. He had heard about
higher quality, energy efficient pumps, but dismissed the ideaas
too expensive.

Then one day a local pump representative told him about the
UsalD disconnt and offer of a free assessment of his current
setup. Soon after, a USAID team visited his fanm and confirmed
that his pumpswers operating at a fraction of their capacity yet
consuming a huge amount of power,

“Fifty percent off a brand new pump is still a substantial
investment,” said an Energy specialist at USAID. "The program
alsa helps beneficianias accessfinance "

"Our experience has shown that offering a substantial, but not
total, subsidy for the pumps geis belter results than simply
giving them away™ he added. "The farmers refain pride of
ownership, and get 3 sense that they are not only helping
themsebes, but helpingPakistanovercame its energy crisis.”

The program, which USAID has inplemented in parinership
with the Multan Electric Power Company, will eventually co-
finance 11,000 new pumps to farmers all across Pakistan's
agricultural heartland, and assist the participating farmers in
reducing power consumptionand cost.

The tube wel program Isjust part of a camprehensive effart by
UsAID to address Pakistan's chronic energy shorifalls, which
damage commercial and industrial, as well as agricultural
productivity. USAID will upgrade several key hydroelectric
power stations at some of the country’s largest dams, and help
improve performance at some of the country's electiicity
distribution companias.

Mehdiisso pleased with the performance ofthe new pump that
he isdetermined to replace the two othe son hisfarm. "Whenl
replace the two other pumps | kave | can save even more,” he
said, “l will use these savings for my children's education. 1 am
delighted to be a part of this positive change "
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Baratk ﬂhml and his vice prnldtﬂtll] runnln[ mate 5an, loe Biden appaar tuglthlr af @ campaign stop In Springfiald, Ml
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Introduction'to’ x
Electmnsﬂm tne

United States

Free and fair elections are the keystone of any democrcy. They S 1@ili 22 ?fw!:“d*‘( LE L2 Bl 2l 5 r‘J_; e ,ﬁu
are essential forthe peacefultransfer of power. T )
pLspieed Fengd

::ll
_nuu’-!‘ I|‘l'|= £ w[tlﬂ‘“

LALAE

=

When voters elect representatives, they elect the leaders who . . i
will shape the future of their society. This is why elections <2y LI A i\ e i L6 s W Liss
empower ordinary citizgens: They allow them to influence the
| future policies of their govemment, and thus, their own futune,
The United States has been a representative democracy since
the satification of the LS. Constitution in 1788 — although the
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electoral tradition began during the colonial era and had its
roots in British history. This book discusses the nature of the
modern American electoral process and how it works at the
federal, state, and local levels. The process, complicated and
sometimes confusing, has evolved to ensure universal suffrage
1o all men and women who are LS, citizens 18 years of age or
older.

Elections inthe United States

Elections ocour in every even-numbered year far Congress and
some state and local government offices in the United States,
COther states and logal jurisdictions hold elections in odd-
numbered years. Every four years, Americans elect a president
and vice president. Every two years, Americans elect all 435
members of the US. House of Representatives and
approximate ly one-third of the 100 membersof the U.S, Senate.
Senators serve staggered terms of six years each,

The United States relies on a complex Tederal system of
government, where the national government is central but state
and local governments exercise authority over matiers that are
not reserved for the federal govemment. State and local
govermments have varying degrees of independence in how
they organlze elections within thelr jurlsdictions, but they hold
frequent and well-administered elections.

Typesof U.S. Elections

There are twa basic lypes of elections: primary and general,
Primary elections are held prior o a general election to
determine party candidates for the general election. The
winning candidates in the primary go on to represent that party
in the genesal election {alt hough there may be a few more steps
before their party lets them da that).

Since the early 20th century, primaries have been the chief
electoral device for choosing party candidates. With rare
exception, victory in a primary election results in a candidate
being mominated by that palitical party for the general election.
In a few states, party candidales are chosen in state or local
nominating conventions, rather tham primaries, either by
tradition or at the option of the political parties.

Once the primary elections or conventions conchude, & general
election is held to determine who will be elected to hold office.
In the general election, voters make the final determination
friom among the parly candidates listed on the ballal. The
general election ballot may also include independent
candidates {those not affiliated with a major political party)who
gain access to the ballot by submitting a specified number of
petition signatures, rather than by the traditional primary
method . Furthermore, insome states, the ballot may include a
place fo “write in"” the names of candidates who were neither
nominaied by the parties nor gualified by petition. Such
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candid ates may be described as “sef-nominated,” and they win
election to public office fromtime totime.

In the United States, elections may involve more than just
choosing people for public office. In some states and localities,
questions of public policy may also be placed on the ballot for
voter approval or disapproval. Measures referred o volers by
the state legislature or local board or council — referendums —
an those placed anthe ballot by citizen petition = initlatives =
usually concern bond issues {approvingthe borrowing of money
for public projects) and other mandates or strictures on
government. In recent decades, these ballot measures have had
mrajor impacts, particularky on state bedgetsand policies.

In addition to federal, state and local elections held in evens
numbered years, many states and local jurisdictians hold “off-
year” elections in odd-numbered years. Many jurisdictions also
provide for special elections, which can be scheduled at any
time 1o serve a specific purpose, such as filling an unexpected
vacancy inanelected office.

Presidential Elections

Every four years, the general election for U5, president takes
place onthe Tuesday afterthe first Monday of November. Prior
to this general election, states hold primary elections or
caucuses to choose delegates to the national nominating
conventions where the party nominees ame selected. These
individual state primaries and caucuses typically take place
between January and lune, followed by the national
corventions inthe summer precedingthe election.

Since the 1970s, the presidential candidates who will be the
eventual nominees of the major parties are known before the
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conventions because they amass a majority of delegates before oy ,tw‘#@' Ltﬁm.ﬁé;:-#@ﬂﬁf WL spghead

the primary and capcus season iscancluded. As aconsequence,
the comentions have become largely ceremonial events
Highlights of the conventions include a keynote speech by a
party leader or leaders, the announcement of the nominee's
vice presidential candidate, the roll call of delegate votes by the
stale delegations, and the ratification of the party “platform”
{the document that states its positions on the issues). As a
televised political event and the start of the general election
campaign, the conventians are an opportunity to promate the
party naminess and define differenceswiththe opposition.

The percentage of eligible voters who cast ballots varies from
election to election, but voter turnout in general — even in
president ial elections — is lower in the United States than in
most other democracies. Since 1960, voter tumout has
paperally declined from 64 percent {1960 to just over 50
percent {1996}, athough it increased again over the past three
elections. There are several reasons for the comparatively low

turnout in the United Siates. In contrast to some other
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democracies, a voler inthe United States must self-register ta
be eligible to vote, a process that varies somewhat from one
state to another. Another explanation isthat voting is voluntary,
not compulsory, as insome nations. Because of the high number
of elections that are required to fill the estimated more than 1
million elective offices throughout the country, it is alsa possible
thatvoter fatipue contribuiesto lower turnout.

Statistics indicate that turnout can drop when the public is
content with the political situation, or when polls point to an
inevitable victory for a candidate. Conve esely, turnout may rise
when the race between candidates is considered to be very
close or tontroversial issues are on the ballot.

Candidate Requirements

Each federal elected office has different requirements, laid out
in Articles | and N of the U5, Constitution, A wandidate for
president, for mcample, must be a natural-born dtizen of the
United States, at least 35years old, and a resident ofthe United
States for at least 14 years_ 4 vice president must meet the same
qualifications. Under the 12th Amendment to the U5,
Constitution, the vice president canmot be from the same state
as the president,

Candidates for the LS. House of Representatives must be at
least 2 5years old, have been U.5. citizens for sevenyears, and ba
legal residents of the state they seek to represent in Congress.
1.5, Senate candidates must be at least 30, have been a LS.
citizen for nine years, and be legal residents of the state they
wish 1o re present. Those seeking state or lecal office must meet
requirements established by those jurisdictions.

The 22 nd Amendment to the U.S. Const itution, ratified in 1951,
prohibits anyone from being elecled president of the United
States more than twice. However, the Constitution does not
impose any term limits on representatives and senators in
Congress, although various political groups over the years have
lobbied for such limits. The term limits, if any, applied to state
and local officialsare spelled omt in state constitutions and local
ardinances,
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AVING Face

SAVING Facy

Although | always watch the Academy
Awards to see the famous celebrities
{and, of course, to judge their outfits), it
tends to be the same story every year: the
host makes some funny jokes about
Hollywood, we hear a few tributes to
recently deceased people the
entertainment industry, and an
overemotional actress inevitably makes
an endless tear-filled speech and needs to be ushered offstage.
However, this year | actually sat up and paid attention when
Pakistani filmmaker Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy wan the Oscar for
best short documentary. The clip played from the movie, as well
as Obaid-Chinoy's acceptance speech reminding the audience
“Don't give up on your dreams,” made me want to learn more
about thisinspiringwoman

in

iy Hally Beifin

| started by renting “Saving Face”, the film that won Obaid-
Chinoy the Oscar. The documentary follows a plastic surgeon
who helps victims of acid attacks in Pakistan. All of his patients |
then wanted to learn more about the woman who had
developed this moving film, Obaid-Chinoy started her career
when she was young, making films for New York Times
Television. | decided to watch just a few minutes from her first
film, a documentary about refugee children in Afghanistan,
Before | knew it | had finished the whole movie- | couldn't stop
watching the emotional stories of these children who had no
homes due to the violence in their country. Over the next few
hours | watched parts of several of Obaid-Chinoy's dozen
documentaries, which she filmed incountries all over thewarld.
I was particularly fascinated by one called "Women of the Holy <

“Don't Give Up on
Your Dreams”

Young American Woman Inspired
by Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy's Oscar Victory
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Kingdon", about the treatment ofwomen inSaudiArabia. lalso _& & 2 o _?,Jﬁk,ﬁ,ﬂ;f.-,,,zj-@;&“ﬂugq Sl L
found her film “Children of the Taliban” extremely interesting ’

and moving; it showed how terrarism is affecting the lives of i L e s e¥s St L ot un L Y4 L
children in Pakistan and the different ways these children react .
tothe hardshipsthey face, I found out that Obaid-Chinoywonan dsi5u3Tus” Fetsu ool A, T WY,

intemational Eminy Award for that film, and | think ‘s . .
completelydeserved. Ao F L nd oL L LSS poe 2

~Saving Face” wan Obak-Chinoy her first Academy Award <& BT Ub Ut I o b G

nomination, and her winwas actually the first ever Oscarwon by - R
a Pakistani. The win is also remarkable because of the fact that Stenl SIE e G ilii Ay g Lo/

Obaid-Chinoy isawoman. Women have always been presentin . .
the film industry, but traditionally as actresses or in behind the =& B HLREIS it d LN Lo d 205

scenes roles, In fact, the first (and only!) woman o receive the =i oo
Oscar for Best Director did not win the award until 2 years ago in BB

2041.0. Not until recently did it become common for wamen to 2 i A g 2 F—_ -
win awards as direclors or praducers of cont rowve esial films like gf&ﬂiﬁyﬂ@m:ﬁi&;@ﬁdt Saving Face

Obaid-Chinoy's. Gt T P L 3L 20 S T Praa Satalh

After learning all of these incredible facts about Obaid-Chinay, | ﬁ.ﬁ;ﬂ_M‘;@Wﬁﬂ;ﬂ e b _f,,;u;;g_‘{a‘,tﬂi};
realized that | greatly admired her for another reason, that -

which enabled her to do so many remarkable things with her n{ﬂ&h;ﬁ?ﬁijﬁgrufws;mﬁﬁgfl}.ﬁaﬂf.guf{?
talent: her biavery. The courage that motivated herio travel to .

South Africa, Sweden, the Philippines, Canada, and throughout &f.fé;f,,\ml.f HC el Lk#?#-.i,&'i}: &v‘?'!v'ug U LS
the Middle East to make these films inspires me 1o tacke my .

own fears and not let any obstacles block my goals. 1 also feel B M Met , A B GNP TEG LY 7 52010
that we are similar inaway; we bothwant to use our livesto help _
people around the world, no matter what culture or country -fqﬁ’-l%ﬂ“-r &mﬁﬂﬁfmi{fﬁuﬂﬁkh{i;&@ﬁw b
they come fram. Obaid-Chinoy's films shioweed me how suffering o i,

and violence is universal, and we all must approach issues like e I Sl sl Wl b @g&?gﬁt,dh’é:ﬁ.&g
women's treatment and human rightstogether inorder to solve . -
them fairly. nwﬁ'@#m&'ﬁ'&wﬁ‘fﬂlur!-@vmlf»:-em'd’ i

BASP PSLedoPa Ly S Nl e
m;ﬁﬁﬁmhﬁeumﬂmwam akernfor U.S. el by FL AP L G P i ot
Gy o LraSorb s S f s 5l ) 2y 6
A podiig it vt B fle UALiE b1t
dﬁﬂ-(i AT fiﬂ.f-ﬁﬁ-jé-edﬁf'lfr g fm‘ﬂu{fulfuﬁﬁ
lasif bl ot Pl g P et I o Lt bl S
Sk L R e e LGP B Ll £

LU

2 AL st PR A S e

G




iy Holly Beitin ; = e sl e
Early every year, the entertainment community along with S ‘iw"""'u“"r Lol IS e e EFr Ly L der

hundreds of millions of movie loversaround the globe turntheir - . ; -
. B 7 5 . T - + .. 4 i
attention towards the Academy Awards, a highly-anticipated L"’*{‘{'—“""? Pel e SR Sk Cri g L A i

event held annually at the Kodak Theater in Los Angeles,
California, Micknamed the Oscars, the Acadenw of Mation

Picture Arts and Sciences ceremomy is one of the highest honors B} . .
in fimmaking, The Awards are broadcast live In over 200 43k 200L8se P gofle LasiPlen i

countries and the Academy has said they are “the mostwatched e ) 3
televisionshow intheworld annually”, WEombh ks P S G L Sifine S st

Jim%“.w}F’}-t s e b P gl

During the ceremony, awards are presented to the preatest —?Whhf‘ﬁf‘?-fu;{“""l-lr

cinematic achievements of the past year in 25 categories. All _ - . : "
facets of the film industry are represented, ranging from acting el L 25 b Fige I-’-"J’l:bh'éﬁ"‘”"‘: we

todirectingtotechnicalachievements. Therearealsocategaries .
for genre-specific films like documentaries and animated films, e AR 2P JE S OL R A

as well as honorary awards like the Lifetime Achievement

Award, The Academy Awards does not limit Rs nomineestaany Lifetime s L Lo B G bl Sy -t
one country af region- winners have come from the US., , .

Europe, Latin America, Asla, Africa, and the Middle East. 5L A St L 2 2 U2 L L Achievement

several months priar to the Awards, the nominees for each ﬁ“‘v’iﬁff'ﬁ!—"gwimg”f F Lml_,._.ﬂlﬁﬁ.;;ﬁ)t
category are narnvwed down to no more than 5. Then, the _— .
Academy’s roughly 6,000 international members- who include ﬁ'——ﬂafe‘c-wﬂ" A Al A
producers, iirectors, actors, and execulives in the r _ i .
entertalnment Industry- vote on secret balots for thelr cholce, &bk Gtk A BRIt b ate Mliae e A st
However the voting i kept extremely secrel; in fact, the

envelopes holdingthe winnersare sealed until the mome at the et S Lbema T IEAHTNLE000L SNt

il themd tha actual 1o raad the .
D e coremomio0adIhe ey 18 Shing Lot L S AN - S

Eachwinner receivesa gold statuetie. The statuette, designed in . N . i

1928 before the first awards, shows a knight with a sword KurtLumBomL g dndle sl Pupd aviiliea
standing ona reelof film. The filmreel has five spokes, signifying - fae el
the five branches of the Acadery: actors, directors, producers,

techniciansand writers. The statuette is made of metal platedin G/l ZiApd 19283y n,;é'.pﬁ_ﬂa.ﬁ,agﬁ
capper, nickel, and on top, 24-kaiat gold. It stands 13 3 inches

tall and weighs 8 pounds. ﬁfafﬁﬁnﬂﬂ&d’ ;’éd‘.@.mgﬂ}g&;ﬁl’}'z.ﬁﬂnx{ I

ARthough the statuette is officially named the Academy Award of =SV o® lor A bty iiton. o FE ELIUL
Merit, like the ceremony it is preserted during, it is much better .

knawn by its nl::lman“'u: tl'uepﬂscw. While :f:e name's origins detfun-s. it bid287e Lt ntf P
aren’t clear, the most popular tale describes the reaction of 'éiiiiujbﬂii#'%g“m’f
Academy ibrarian [and eventually, executive director) Margaret ’

Herrick when she saw the trophy for the first time. Apparently o ‘T ptes it oFa ‘w2 ST PN Z 2
she remarked that it closely resembled her Uncle Oscar, The

nickname clearly stuck and In 1939 the Academy officially ¢ LAVE STt eshe i E Balrt e flg ¥y

adopted the name. Since the first Oscar was handed out at the , . .
inaugural Awards In 1929, 2,800 statuettes have been 5 % Ll B s £ SESL Jrop

presented. - GHILA939 n F AL Sty e Betia ST Lot
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That first Acadeny Awards ceremony was very different from
the glittering, celebrity-filled event it is today, It took place out
of the public eye during a small dinner banquet at the
Hollywood Roosewvelt Hotel Only two hundred sevenly people
attended and guest tickets cost a mere S5. There was akso none
of the anticipation and mystery the Awards inspire today,
because the winners had already been announced three
manths earfier To generate more interest, the following year
Academy decided to keep the voting results secret until the
ceremony. In 1841 they adopted the sealed-envelope system
theystilluse today.

The strategy of keeping the winrers secret worked and by the
second year, increased enthusiasm motivated a California radio
station to produce a live broadcast of the event. The cereamony
has been aired live ever since. The first televised Oscar
ceremony was in 1953, which enabled millions throughout 1o
watch the proceedings. In 1966 the ceremony was broadeast in
calor for the first time. Since 1969, the Oscars, along with
extensive pre and post-shows by warious hosts, have been
showvn internationally; the event is now aired live in over 200
countries. That includes Pakistan, where at 530 a.m. on
Febiruary 26, 2012 the entire country was able to tune in to
watch the first-ever Pakistani Oscar winner, Sharmeen Qhbaid-
Chinoy, accept her gold statuette.

Moly Beilin s a college student In the United States and o virtual intenmfor U5,
Congulate General Peshawar,

Academy Awards Milestones:

e 1929-  The first Oscars are held at a banguet dinner at the
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Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. "’E‘-’t"l"'ﬁj‘@”& Al ek s "f"'af 1929
# 1936- The first Supporting Actor and Supporting Aciress *ﬂ,riﬁrﬁjﬁ'l;lubb-mﬁ;u,b—@: 1936
Awardsare presented. ) . "
e 1941-  The first Oscarfor adocumentary is presented. -1"-’443'-‘6' 'le’b d-i‘."‘?"’lff 1941
# 1947-  The first special award to honor a foreign language : " :
film is presented, to an Halian movie (a specific ;ﬁﬁd.r'l-l.ff-gixi?ﬁrﬁv@:dlmﬁ-"‘.fiw:‘*ﬂ-f o47
category for Fum|g;1 Language Films was not _{%&’Ww.i{,ugﬁhﬁuﬂggfbﬁmﬁﬂ
designated until 1956
e 1853- For the first time, the Oscar presentation . éﬂﬁ{d’&ﬂw*'jﬂ& "J’d{ 1933
was televised. AT Pie $0 RPN 32 AL 1982
e 1962-  Omar Sharif from Egypt becomes the first Middle .
Easternactor nominated for an Oscar. '.U’L"“j;a"" e L
« 1966-  The first Awards that were televised incolor, ‘ i * g
-ix i) T 1966
. 1994 Whoopi Goldberg became the first female solo host _ L ‘{J’d{f‘ﬁ J;;’
of the Oscars. Sdued il b didia i 1004
« 2010-  KathrynBigelow becomesthe first woman towin the . o Foay e
Oscar for Best Director for her film “The Hut - Te Hurt Locker? 312 usasuiedi i & 2010
Locker”. Lo Tl P Lt
« 2011-  “A Separation from Iran” becomes the first Middle } - .
Eastern movie to be nominated for Best Foreign ﬁuffufﬁfﬂ&?dﬁh Separation From lran 2011
Language Film. WU L gt
« 2012- Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy becomes the first Pakistani o
towinan Oscar. S £ J—— ':ﬂ{!ilfffjufwﬁl'ﬁ‘-q ; 2012
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Title: American Diversity: A Demographic
Challenge for the 21" Century
Authors:

Publisher:

Mancy A. Denton and Stewart E. Tolnay
State University of New York Press,
2002, 318 pages.

ISBN 0791453987

Description:

Presenting important work by well-known
demographers, American Diversity focuses on LS.
population changes in the twenty-first century,
emphasizing the nation's increasing racial and ethnic
diversity. Rather than focusing on separale groups
sequentially, this work emphasizes comparisons across
groups and highlights how demographic and social
structural processes affect all groaups. Specific topics
covered include the formation of race and ethnicity;
population projections by race; immigration, fertility,
and mortality differentials; segregation; work and
education; intermarriage; aging; and racism.

Location: The Lincaln Corner
International Islamic University,
Islamabad

051-92 57996
Icislamabad @ gmail.com
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11.5. Ambussolor Cameroa hmnrerpr-me:. thee eneray, creativity, mﬂdﬂemmmmm Mﬁs{m dunzrese e w-i'*ufnlwrff r»-‘ﬁmﬂ—‘ Fu
youag entreprenews of e first ever Pakiston Young Entrepreneurs Forum held fn isomabnr,

By Sunil K, Ravi

On March 27, Embassy Idamabad, in collaboration with the
Young Entrepreneurs Forum (YEF} of the kslamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KKCI), hosted Pakistan's fiest ever
Young Entrepreneurship Conference 2012 aimed at“Inspining a
MNew Wave of Eatrepreneurs” The theme of the event was
“bringing together the public and private sectors from Pakistan
and the United States to support entrepreneurship and robust
economic growth In Paklstan.” Approximately 300 delesates
were in attendance at the Jinnah Convention Center, including
aspiring  entreprensus, local business leaders, students,
govemment representatives from the Uniled States and
Pakistan and, traditional media and bloggers. In addition to
those present in person, at least 1,000 participants viewed the
conference through a live intemet link streamed to 36 Pakistani
universities,

The event was kicked off by a special pre-recorded video
message from Secretary Hillary Clintan  highlighting the
importance of entreprensurship in promoding econamic
growth, peace, and prosperity in Pakistan. i his keynote
address, Ambassador Cameron Munter highlighted the
common bonds shared between Pakistanis and Americans. He
undedined LS. support for Pakistani entrepreneurs and
emphasited the key characteristics of courage, creativity, and
social respansibility necessary to establisha firm found ation fior
future bilateral engagement and stronger people-to-people
ties. The Ambassador praised the accomplishments of
successful Pakistani entrepreneurs and companies, some of
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whom were recognized earlier in the month at the laench of All
World Network's Pakistan 100 in Lahore, celebrating the 100
fastest growing companiesin Paldstan.

The day-long conference focused an ways to develap a new
generation that will view entrepreneurship as a viable
alternative to traditional career paths and as aplatformto drive
economic development and job creation in Pakistan. Inthe first
plenary session, panelists represanting Pakistani enfrepreneurs
from the finance and information technology sectors, and the
director of Pakistan's Higher Education Commission [HECH
debated the requirements needed to develop an
entrepreneurial ecosystem in Pakistan. Access to financial
capital was a top concem, but the group also argued for the
necessity of educatioral institutions ta develop human capital,
access to market data, mentorship, and supportive setworks of
entrepseneurs to develop and nurture the new generation of
entreprenauns.

The second plenary session tackled the important guestion
reganding the role of the govemment and the private sector in
facilitating entreprengurship. The session led by a senior
member fram the Govemment of Pakistan questionad the
panel of business leaders on whether access to bank lending
was really the key challenge for Pakistani entreprensurs, citing
the example of Steve Jobs, who started Apple Inc. without a
bank loan. The group debated onthe best role for government,
but s main request was the development of a stable
infrastructure, most critically for energy, so entre preneurscould
operate. One of the panelists said that Pakistan's middle class
culture traditionally has lboked down on entrepreneurism in
favor of working for multinational corporations and that the
growing youth population wust see passion and risk-taking
rewarded before they change thelr employment preferences.
The panel expressed strong desires for better access to venture
capital, development of a skilled workforce, open markets and
deregulation to move Pakistan's ecanomy beyond survivalist
instincts, ensure global competitiveness, and hopefully
axperience a”me-birth into an Aslan Tiger”

In addition to the two plenary sessions, there were thiee
breakout sessipnsdisoussing: women's entreprenzarship, social
entrepieneurship and the mie of the Pakistani-American
digspora in developing linkages with young entrepreneurs in
Pakistan. Two successful Pakistani businesswomen led the
discussion on women's entrepreneuship focusing on the
challenges of being an entreprensur in Pakistan and coached
participants an how to be successful in the early stages of
startinga business.

Over 70 paticipants, including 30 students, taak part in the
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Social entreprensurship roundtable discussion. Adtendees
highlighted the role ofacademiain helpingto boost constructive
debate, engagement with the donor community and electronic
media, collaboration among entrepreneurs to share
experiences and resources, and endowments to fund efforts.
They agreed that legal hurdles and financial risks pose
difficulties, but asserted that creative solutions will help
Pakistan move from a “charlty driven soclety” to a self-
sustainingeconomy despite the absence of good governance.

Pakistani-American Diaspora representative Aakif Ahmad led a
breakout session linking members of the diaspora o young
entreprenaurs in Pakistan. Ahmad introduced the group tothe
Organization of Pakistani Entrepreneurs of North America
{OPFEN), which was started by Pakistani-American business
leadars and has eight chapters in the United States, and is now
opening Pakistan-based chapters in Karachi and Lahore. He
invited participants to share ideas about how OPEN can
promoie entreprencurship in Pakistan, promising thal thess
comments would be relaed backto OFEN inthe United States.
The participants sought assistance from the diaspora
community in accessing global markets, mentoring young
entrepienaurs in the local language, and working on joint
ventures,

The conference was covered by nine television stations, four
wire services, and two radio statlons with a total nationwide
reach weell into the millions. The mast popular tweet of the day
wasof Secretary Clinton's comment, “thank you for dreaming,
thank you for doing, and thank you for parficipating in this
important conference™ which was miweeted to a potential
audience of 262,620 Twitterfollowers.

The event was the culmination of months of pre paration by the
YEF and Embassy officials. With close to 65% of the population
under the age of 35, the future of Pakistandepends on itsyouth,
and if giventhe opportunity this group hasthe potential to make
ahuge difference to their country.

Sl Ravd s o Ecomosnic Officer ot LLS, Embessy Isiamobod,

\. Group of young enirepreneurs

who participated fn the first
U ever Pakistan Young
Entreprensurs Fornm.
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It is an honor o help bring so many talented young people
together inone place to talk about how entrepreneurship can
promaie ecanamic grawth, peace, and prosperity in Pakistan.
The next great innovatar could be sitting Aght next tayou, aryou
yoursaif in this roomwhere you gre gathered . Because after all,
today's well-known entrepreneurs, like Bill Gates, Mark
Zuckerberg, Tara Dawood, all starfed out as you are now — a
person with a dream that could change the world and then
harnessed it tothe drive tosee it succeed.,

The United States is working to promote entrepreneurship
around the world through initiatives like the Global
Entrepreneurship Progiam and by working with organizations
like the Islamabad Chamber of Cammerce and Industiry., We are
also working to help to connect Pakistani entrepreneurs with
members of the Pakistani-American Diasporawho are eager to
support new business ideas in Pakistan, We want to nurbure a
culture of creativity and promote conditions where
entrepreEneurs can theive and ideas can flourish, becavse we
believe sveryone deserves a chance to create a positive fulura
farthe mselves and their country.

Each of you has that chance to help shape the future of your
country through your deas and your ambition. The people of
Pakistan have always had aninspired entrepreneusial spirt, and
| hope this event will spark an ongoing dialogue that apens up
new opportunities for all of you. Thank you. Thank you for
dreaming, thankyoufor doing, thankyou for participating inthis
important conference. lwishyounot only a very productive day,
but many days, monthsand yearsahead. Good luck,
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By Amanda Cawldwell

Many young people who are drawn to a career in joumalism
believe that they can bring about positive change in their
communities by reparting, writing, and publishing their work.
Indeed, many journalisis call their profession not their job, but
their passion.

Intoday’s rapidly changing world, we kave countless sources of
news, from talk shows and breaking news on TV, the radie,
newspapers, and of course social media. Keeping all of this in
mine, the U.S. Consulate General in Karachi hosted a “Dialogue
on Media Laws," commemosating World Press Freedom Day.
The Dialogue on Media Laws was inspired by the recent book
Media Laws by lane Kirtley, Prafessor of Media Ethics and Law,
which was trandated inle Urdu and distributed in Pakistan by
the .5, Embassy.

Attended by leading jowrnalists, media experis, working
journalists, and mass communications students fram Karachi
University and Federal Urdu University, the Dialoguee provided a
forum for journalists and media experts to begin a discussion
about the best way for stakeholders to move Pakistani media
farward.

Zahid Ebrahim, an expert on Media law and advocate of the
Supieme Court, called media powerful, but said journalists are
vulnerable. He advocated for fiaming the law sothat it ensurnes
the “securily ofthe working journallsts”

Consul General Martin, in his concluding remarks, applauded
Pakistan's brave journalists who risk their lives to seek and
report the truth, saying “Media is strengt hening democracy and
making it moie representative of the people. Media is
amplifying the diversity of woices that makes life such a rich
experience for all of us. And all of this is possible because
Journalists exercise their freedom of speech, their freedom of
expression, every day.”

Aol Coufehsell senves o Information OffTeer ot LS, Cossulate Genaral
Karachi,
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| was raised in the American South- growing up in Florida with
my family and now attending school in North Carolina. As a girl
used to the beauty of the open land and natural wonders of this
region, | can certainly appreciate Arkansas's designation as The
Natural State. Arkansas is one of the most untouched areas of
the U.S., with lakes, rivers, and thick forests that cover more
than half the state. The Ozark Mountains, some of the most
beautiful in the country, are located in Arkansas. These
mountains are some of the highest in the country (after the
Appalachian and Rockies) and provide an idyllic backdrop to the
rolling hills and forests that go on for miles,

The grand Mississippi River borders Arkansas on the east and
creates the Arkansas Delta, which along with the more southern
Grand Prairie provides fertile ground for many of America's
crops. Arkansas is a breadbasket for the whole country. It is the
number one state in rice and poultry production, number five in
grain, and number 6 in cotton and soybeans. Although many of
these farms are still small and family-owned, Arkansas now Is
the home state for U.S. agricultural giants as well,

Because Arkansas is 5o beautiful, much of the state is protected
as designated National Parks (seven in totall) In fact, the oldest
national forest in the U.S. is actually located in Arkansas. Tourists
from all over the world come to visit Arkansas's parks to fish,
raft, hike, and just appreciate being in a place untouched by
human hands. One of the most popular destinations is Hot
Springs Mational Park, which as you might guess, contains
dozens of hot springs. It has been suggested that these
naturally-steamy baths have healing properties. Important
historical figures including President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
baseball player Babe Ruth, and the infamous gangster Al Capone
all visited Arkansas to bathe in the springs.
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Arkansas had an interesting past long befare it was even part of
the WS It is one of the states most populated by Native

Americans, and even takes itsname from the common name of

L U Ut st e S Y s s
2 QLU L i ST

one of the tribes. Artifacts have been found in cavesdating back o (&L L. &1 bt cha & oKL

10 5,000B.C.1

As does much of the South, Arkansas can become swellering in
the summer months, Temperaturesin some areas hover anund
100 degrees Fahrenheit, and the highest recorded temperature
is 139 degrees! However, the upshot of this is that the other
seasons are faily mild; afthough it does snow in Arkansas,
temperatures rarely get cold encugh to Killcrops,

Southerners are famous for their hospitality and friendliness,
and atrue Southernwelcame will abvays indud efaad . Southern
cuising is one-of-a-kind, with tangy barbecue, fried tomatoss
and oksa, and mouthwatering peach or apple pies. In the south,
food is all about comfort- and that doesn™t mean chain
restavrants! Arkansas s one of the few places where family=
owned, homecooked-style restaurants still abound. Alwmst
every town has a local eaterywhere familizs have been going for
years, Inthe south, food is just another part of history,

Speaking of histary, Arkansas's capital of Little Rockvwas the site
of ane of the most important events of the US. Civil Rights
Movement. After the Supreme Court declared segregation
illegal in 1954, nine African-American students were stopped
when trying to integrate into a high school, Peaple around the
country rallied around these students, later named the Little
Rock Nine. Even President Dwight D. Eisenhower publicly
declared his support for the students, and they bacame an
important symbol of the civil rights era. By the fall of 1959,
schoolswere completely integrated.

Anather important Arkansas notable is President BillClinton. He
was born in Hope, Arkansas, and before his presidency, served
as the Govemnor of Arkansas for nearly 12 years. He still has a
home in the Matural State, near the hot springs where he
occasionally makes an appearande !

Rany thinkof the United States as acountry filled with bigcities,
towering skyscrapers, and urban hustle, Visiting the state of
Arkansas letsyou slow life downa little, toappredate good food,
southern hospitality, and the natueal beauty of 1he untouched
Amenican bndscape,
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On the V.S Embassy Islamabad Facebhook page this May, we asked
fior your visa questions, Within just a Tew days, more than 300
people had submitted astute absenations, thoughtful cencems,
anid excellent queries. Thisedition of “ask the Consul” isthe firstina
fwo-part series in which we will answer some of the most frequent
inguirieswe receied,

; CanlapplyinKarachi?

MNon-immigrant visas: YES! The V.5 Consulate in Karachi is now
processing all categories of non-immigrant visas. There are no
longer any restrictions on what types of non-immigrant visas can be
processed in Karachi, ¥ you live in the Kaachi consular district
{which includes Sindh and Balochistan], you should apply at the
consulaie in Karachi, After all, the cansular officers ¢ losest to your
msidence ae more likely to be familiar with the sducational
institutions and local industry, allowing you 1o make the best case
faryourvisa eligibility.

Immigrant visas: All immigrant visa applications continue to be
processed at the L.5. Embassy in Islamabad. There are no plans ta
begin processing immigrant visas at any of our consulates in
Pakistan.

Q2 Canlapplyfor a visaatthe consulatesin Peshawar or Lahore?
Our consulates in Peshawar and Lahore do not provide amy
immigrant or non-immigrant visa services at this time. Individuals
who live in the Peshawar and Lahore consular districts should apply
for visasat the 1.5, Embassy in slamabad.

€ How long does administrative processing take?

Hot every visa applicant who is approved for a visa will require
administrative processing. In fact, for mon-immigrant visa
applicants, the majority of people who are approved get their visas
withinabout aweek oftheir interview, However, some applications
do reguire administrative processing, whichiis an integral part of the
visa adjudication prooess that can be neither walved mor expedited.
PFeaplewhose applications require ad nvinistrative processingwill be
advisad of this fact at the conc lusion of the i interviev. e diffoui
fo predict the amount of time thiswilltake; however, in most cases,
the processing is completed within 60 to 90 days. We recognize that
it can be incredibly frustrating fo be told thatyouwill haveto waitan
indeterminate amount of time o receive your visa. Pleass be
assured thatwe are aware of your conderns and that we piocessvisa
applications to completion as quickly as possible in full accordance
with US. law. We are working very hard fo improve our
administrative efficiencies over the coming months to help reduce
the ovesall processing time for approved applicants. For the time
keing, the hest advicewe canofier isto APPLY EARLY1!
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Q: Are there quotas restricting the number of visas that can he-g-q.’f‘i“r k-&-ﬂgﬁf‘aaﬁ@-uﬁﬂrﬁb’gﬁrﬂ;:}r HW -

issued?

Mon-immigrant wisas: In general, NO! This is a comimon

misconception. Since non-immigrant visas are, by and large, for -
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mon-immigrant visa categories. We don't phce a quota because we
expect that everpone who receives a non-immigrant visa will leave the
United States with in their suthorized period of stay. This lack of quota is
preciseby wiy LS. law requires that visa applicants demonstrate, to the
satisfaction of the cansular officer, strong ties to their home country
thiat will compel their return. One sniall caveat: there are a few non-
Immigmnt visa categorles that have quotas, but they arw quite
spech lized [for example: E-3 treaty aliens and otherte mporary workers
in specialized occupations). fyou're just planning to apply for one of
our mast comman non-immigsant visa types, though, |B1/82, C1/D, F,J,
orM, among others)you do not have toworry about quotas.

Immigrant visa: Yos and no.  For some types of immigrant visas for
immediate relatives, there are no quotas. For mast immigiam visas
types, however, LS law restricks the number of visas that can be ksued
eachyearand seis limits for each of the various Bamily and e mploynent
preferences.  Since yearly demand for the numerically limited
immigrant visas categories exceeds the number of visas that the law
allows to be issued, immigrant wisa applications are assigned a "prioity
date™ when they are received. In those cases, an immigrant visa isonly
processed when its priority date becones curpent. Some inmigrant visa
preferences can @ke severlyears o become cumrent,

@: Why are Pakistani nationals not allowed to participate in the
Diversity Visalottery?

The diversity visa lottery i intended to offer immigration opporunities
1o nationals of countrieswith historically low rates of immigration tothe
United States. The law that established the lottery ewhides
participation by nationals from amy country that, over the preceding 5
years, has sent more than 50000 immigrants to the Unitad States.
Since more thas 50,000 Pakistanl natlonals have mmigated 1o the
United States in the last 5 years, Pakistani nationals are not cumently
eligible to participate. The list of countries whase nationals are eligible
fand not eligible] 1o participate ik updated each year based on the
previous year's immigrant numbers. Given recent trends, it is unlibely
that Pakistani nationals will be eligible to participate in the nearfuture.
Q ks ithad to have an inmigrant visa on filsifl want te apply for a non-
immigrant visa?

The existence of a pending mmigrant visa petition that is nat yet
cumrent does NOT automatically exclude you from qualifying fora non-
immigmant visa, We frequently issue non-immigrant visas to applicants
with pending immigrant visa petitions on file. On the other hand, we
must also sometimes refuse applicanms with such petitions on file, In
cases in whicha non-immigrant visa applicant is also the beneficlary of
an immigrant visa petition, it is the balance of the applicant's ties and
the purpose of travel that determine whether the applicant overcomes
the presumption of immigrant intent and qualifies for the non-
immigant visa. The most imponant thing in the visa application
process is to be candid and honest in both your application and
interview, Declaring that you have a pending immigrant visa petition is
not necessarily negative; attempting to conceal the presence of an
immigeant visa petition is unquestionablydamaging.

Q: Afver lapply for anon-immigrantvisa, how long will it take before |
can appear foran interview?

Sinca demand for nansimmigrant visas varies throughout the year, wait
times fluciuate as well. The Depaniment of State posts inte rvlew walt
tirnes forall ron-immizrant visa ssuing locations atthis website:

bitp:/ftravel state. govfvisa fiemp/wait/wait_46328 himl

Wait times are updated weekby. Keepin mind that the wait times posted
do not nclude the time for administrative processing, if requined, so
pleaseapplyfarin advance ofyourtravel plans.
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A student does her part to help the planet at a U.S. Embassy-organized Earth Day event in Islamabad
e SRR L b AR Er L Py b i A

“ Like" the Embassy’s Facebook Page and suggest it to your friends: www.facebook.com/pakistanusembassy @"#{,EG,-




