Ask

the Consul

Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad your
visa related questions

What is a fiancé and
how does a fiancé visa
work?

A fiancé(e) is a person who
is engaged or contracted to
be married, but who has
not yet actually married his
or her intended spouse.

Fiancé visas (K-1 visas)
are for persons who want
to come to the United
States to get married to
an American citizen, and
to live in the U.S. after
the marriage. In general,
in order to qualify for
flancé nonimmigrant visa
classification, the applicant
must have met his or her (AP Photo)
prospective  spouse  in :
person within the past two years. In addition, the
eventual marriage between the applicant and his or her
spouse must be legally possible according to laws of the
state in the United States where the marriage will take
place. For example, some states in the United States
prohibit marriage between first or second cousins, or
place restrictions on marriage between minors (persons
under 18).

The K-1 visa is a nonimmigrant visa. Unlike with
an immigrant visa, entering the United States with a
K-1 visa does not make the visa holder a permanent
resident. Instead, the K-1 visa holder must marry his
or her spouse within 90 days of entering the U.S. and
file for permanent residency with the Department of
Homeland Security. If the K-1 visa holder decides not
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to get married, he or she must depart the United
States no later than 90 days after entry.

If your flancée is an American citizen and you
want to travel to the United States to marry and
live in the U.S., you must have your prospective
spouse file an [-129F Petition for Alien Fiancé(e)
in the United States with the Department of
Homeland Security’s U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services office. These petitions
cannot be filed at U.S. Embassies overseas.

If you have already married your spouse, you do
not qualify for a K-1 visa. Your spouse should file
an [-130 petition for you to receive an immigrant
visa instead.

What should I expect when I come in for

my nonimmigrant visa interview?

Once you are inside the Consular section, you will
be given a token number. Then you will queue for
the ten-print fingerprinting process. After the
fingerprinting is complete, you will have a seat
in the waiting room until your token number is
called. At the time of the interview, you will have
a conversation with the interviewing officer. You
must answer the officer’s questions with as much
detail as possible and present any additional
documentation only if requested. At the end of
the interview, you will be told whether your visa
is approved or denied.
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