the Consul

"Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

Q: My relative has filed a petition for me to immigrate
to the United States. Why do I have to wait several years
until there will be a visa available for me? How can I
find out how long I have to wait?

A: The reason it takes so long for visas to be available for some
applicants is that the United States has worldwide limits on
the number of immigrants that may be admitted to the U.S.
every year. Because so many people want to immigrate, the

limited numbers are used up quickly. In order to be fair, the
visas go to the people who have been waiting the longest in
each type of category. When your relative filed a petition, you
were given a “priority date” that marks your place in the queue
of applicants who are waiting for visas.
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Now you are waiting for your petition to become what we call
“current.” Once a petition is current, it means that your petition is at
the head of the queue and you will soon be coming to the Embassy
to apply for your visa. In order to get an idea of when your case
may become current, you can check the State Department’s Visa
Bulletin  (http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/bulletin/bulletin_1360.
html). This monthly publication lists the latest possible priority
date that can be processed in a given month in each category. So
for example, if you are waiting for an F3 visa as the married son
of an American citizen, you would check the row for “Family
Third Preference” to see which dates are currently being processed.
When that date gets to be close to your priority date, you know
that your petition is close to being current.

O: Do I have to do anything while I wait for my petition

to become current?

A: Generally speaking, you do not have to do anything but wait.
Your case will simply be stored by the National Visa Center (NVC)
until it becomes current. However, if you or your relative change
your address or phone number, you are required to alert NVC of
your new contact information. Otherwise, you may not receive a
notice when your case is current and you may miss your chance to
immigrate. You should also tell the National Visa Center if your
marital status changes or if your relative becomes a U.S. citizen.
These changes help to determine which kind of visa you may
qualify for, and may also affect how long you have to wait for your
petition to become current. You can send these messages to NVC
by writing to NVCINQUIRY®@state.gov. You must include your
case number in the subject line of the e-mail, and you should also
include your name and date of birth and your relative’s name and
date of birth. Other contact information for NVC is located online
at: http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/info/info_3177 html

O: Ihave been waiting for my petition to become current.
I just got a letter from NVC telling me that my case bhas
reached its qualifying date. What does that mean?

A: Congratulations! You have made it to the head of the
queue for your immigrant visa classification. NVC will send
instructions to you and your relative, explaining the documents
that are required for continued processing of your immigration
case. You will be asked to provide important documents related
to your relationship to the relative who filed the petition, such as
your birth certificate or your marriage certificate. You will also
have to provide documentation which will help consular officers
to determine your eligibility to immigrate, such as an Affidavit of
Support and police certificates. Follow the instructions carefully.
‘The sooner you properly complete the instructions, the sooner you
will be scheduled for an interview at the consular section. We look
forward to seeing you!
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